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O 


Kcw  MUiiflcds^.aaanficii^  Ptt?s  rWalry  /wit}?  I^po^ 

state  of JU^lani^'l^ji.  Jttftlce.F^tQ^arg'^**  ^j^  ^|^^  A!>cc«:orn:T*> 
MoroftfjiJUfi^  BcJxf$ffl«fr--J,KjPMb  ^ber<?«im'i  influence  iijXyrpH«,_ 

Kui^.g<Les,ffJk  Wfjificw«<i— io^rnal  sttte-^'tlU  0^101^7-^  Mr,, 
Fo(tei;^«fU.ip  '9r^A<  of  tjic  ISwiieq^i^r-rUtcrn'al.  ^ffeO^  of  Mr-^^ 
Pites .c^ti^cut'rt  jjMwi  l|p?ne,lJ9Jitic's^Mjrt  ^  «uc(mrage  *thc, 

cQoli|«?Mpi«^*irti^a  J^:]^«P«  '5U^i  Prittct— Mollis  of  aaroplfi^  tk/ 
Cath<)li.c5.c4^^«nons--r;Pro«ee4*ng^ .of  tFw  CathoVici^Lofd  ^idaC 
iiuujdi*s.iwfUiciifff  uiioff  f^pfC  iri^— Optrting  of  Parliament  ^      t, 

¥  in  j'«  cy  f  yj|>l^^^ffl;<yf}i«|;S4ni  feg  Viameiu  ort  Iriih  afJatrs — -^ 

fteSf^ltitkiu.  ^i  .tJ>ct<«UbQUc  Bae.fUnjg>pAgpUcatiQfns  a^gainft  the^ 
Cathtliis  gtfie^<i?-r;?iu^^  to  th«.  Caihi^lic  peti-^ 

tioit— M*?.C"fiw4(s  4jaaiij|$alf?;Pi»oflkc-r-Confcr€iTce  o£,thc  ^ai 
Uior^^epi^.  ?tWi.¥»^^4!^?^/  *?"'^  ao8wcr^l?or^nua^ce^ 
^cOif^cxf^ftT^ffia^  Qiiis^90Ufeg€nQer?iiid%fr,  Irttt's  uftimatiiik 
CatWU^^to'gtkf  ^^^l-P^  ^^^  QrenViIlc  aid  Rir.  Fox-—Gatlio; 
lie  yfi«;i^ff-  yesq^^  h|  -  ^d  P.r«>v]lle  to  the  Lords,  affj!  Mr; 
fo%iaite5.G9flpj06*rr^LW  AJbcn^Orn-agamrt  J^udg'eJl^orjtllCasc 

5|^S«*fc^«4^flWg^.A«^r4.^^  pf^l^^^^t WG.^  3IpT 
VOL.  H.        '  * 


!(  AC  6^  4^E  i Vii'   ^'  ^  V  > 

get  and  iihancial  arrangenienrs->Recni-ting  from  thelrifli  Mi« 
Ucia — ^Petitions  agaiull  the  CSatllbllc  Qijeftlon — Lord  Gren^ille 
introduces  the  petition — His  fpcech— Those  of  Lord  Hawkesbury 
Duke  of  Cumberland — EvI  S|)^ef--v\J&(,ouut  Sidroouth — Lord 
Mulgravc— ^Lord  Holfand-^Lord'Cambden  andBilhop  of  Dur- 
ham—Lord  Redesd»Ie~Edilo£.Lu»erick— Earl  of  Suffolk 
Earl  of  Buckinghamshire— ^  Lord  Carlton— «- Lord    Hutchinson 

—Lord  Redcsdale l^tf  5)£:f)i9]iq9f^— I^ord  Borrirrgton — 

Archbiihop  of  Canterbury— Eail  of  Albemarle '►Lord  Chan- 
cellor Eldon— Duke  of  NorMkcsfitfliop  of  St.  Asa^^i Lord 

Ellen  borough—Earl  Weftmortland— Earl  Moira— Earl  Dam  ley 
Lord  Auckland— .Lo/jl  l^'ng  and  Lord  Bolton— -Dt vision  againft 
the  m^ticnv-T'Plr'.  Fox  opeW|h?  4i(bate  in'tHfe  Cbmhi^a  with  a 

luminous  &  brilliant  speech The  answer  of  Dr.  Du'genan— 

Mr.    Grattan   replies  ^tq  Dr.  Duigenan  Mr.  Perceval  — — 

Mr.  Aiex'ander-^-^T^iWr.'  vi^.  ^iii^W ■^^'•^^^^^tf!  f^^'ulL 

-^Slf  W*m.  Scot'r-r^Dr  Laurence tiff.  Fbfleh^^*^WJ-:"iieoVge 

ren^Onhv— Wr.  IHt^  speaks  evafi\re?y--^-U-lviV.  '^tTyAdtbte.^^' 
-^STr'  jfo^nl^ewporf-— Mt,  lif:  Fit2S>ra!d--^'-i  Gcih  kteWafaif 

-rMri'iiiiibh  --Mr.  Shiit^-Kffr-fiP;  Atid^ngtcw-LMV.'-j^if  tr.- 

tolKhe'^^^Sir  J.'' Cox  H^^pfsr<'y^fc[>M*  'Dftf-Blicjii'i^-^.^^^^/,- 
Cr.'ij;   Hutchinson,  lif/,  m>^'#)fn^ih4;Sfr•V.'D6Wfe-l:!Mff/ 
Foj^  idrnirablerepry  •;^''^Tni/\^{HiA^-'-^^^-^Jt(^i(i'^^ 
gainft-  i  u^gVFox- Wtalled  itnt'^rfi^tii  ^tAe  x'ts&  of' Jdrf^'  ffe^. 
dj^Wrii^I^  fyn-tptoWs  of  'thife''i^t'  FySftJlfi-iijya^erFai^-'gb^j^  W 
firgland  to  obtain   groiind*5'irdrTife'  difl^c^*'  tPifrtbStRtiitititt^V 
pTvsecutlori  pf  JuAg'e Fox  orf  tlib  Wft-<!]fetrg'e<^§ecM[fd'i4^fcle^t^ 
ciSarge— /f hir^  charge-—  W'urtfPMia<»g«^i*^mi^cWrtlS 
charfee- Seventh  ^targe—fegWh'thiVgt^/vi'r.'oriW 


jVuy  prcsentmeots-rLaft'  charge  presiiritfcdfi^'*  KirdWb^vfei^ 
J>V^unng^moneVupd^r  tjie  Arm>;  Wl^cfel-yfe-Ae^SLS^fttt»it 
«|auence.pf  the/  Aargcj^-Further  Vlj MSAjimf''pi^ei^ii^ii4 

^^yjn^POier^Aas  6f'tli<f  fe'^kfwvaAbftT  l^fifi^iittV  df^(^<^ 


coinpfi^»»w»f>^  i*j 


v9^'<$#  attiflfe  WMHff  Plfrl=*lrr  WitUii»townincwi««Mhi',^vi^ 


_  J— Lii^bil  fit  -ioo"  '  ;•    :  .  iv!  ,M— '  ■-  .• 


i;::"* 


r  :?r:!,''ifi  ■..  3': -^iTr-   ->,'■  ".-.rrr   «i;t.«N  ' 'J^  ; 'i'^.' .';r  ■:. 'A  ,•:»  %-      '.'j 

\  .,or:;f:  "^'^  V''"'''^T~'afAP#ft''i:^''''"'''^  ■'''' ''''  •^"'  ^" ' 

Mdrer;  proposed  to  the  Lord  LientesaBt-— — Re«olution«  of  th^. 


eomrA^^H: ') 


Gmc  «r  Mt»  CtiiiaAM  lii  Th»  IC^Hr  lfii#iL  |#^|#it«  C>wti»;»      ^ 
8pt>k»Mc«Miia*£  tilt  iriAi  «9ifUMM»(««>'*^fv.  Wilvia  Uie 

a4MMiMiitotki»r»H»lfcp,  Jbmld^  MO^^^bMe-  r«f«M»bfe  the  jwm- 

giilrsiey ^Weiford  «nd  .^itfttir  flgtAKiftll«4ft*-4<fM:iSl^^ 

lirings  on  Mr.  Judge  Fox's  case — Debate  on  Judge  Pox's  case- 
Close  of  Judge  Fox's  case — Close  of  Jiidge  Johnson's  caae 
Irlfli  revenues  and  resources— Relief  of  the  poor  in  Ireland- 
Mr,  Fofter's-and  Mr*  Bagwell's  opinion»*»-Sir  John  Newport  ex- 
plains— ^Mr.  Alexander  opposes  the  measure— The  new  mmifters 
shy  Ireland,  and  prorogue.  fhf,{f^rlUment — Vain  expe^ancies  of 
the  Catholic^  in  Ireland— It elorms  fit'tne  financial  departments 
— ^Mr.Grattanrcftored  to  the  Frivy  Council— Death  of  Mr.  Fox. 
—Suppression  of  partial  difturbancts— *Threfhers— 4^urrhcr  parti-( 
cKltes.  ^  the  1^ft«in.;i4h>Dftaiu^^ 

address  to  Mr.  Ofattan— Threfhers  increase ^Thc  Aew  mi- 

iMp^^»^iP^}ifS>JX:}^Pl^  Paf- 

li^njjaWl#]b^te'*W^t-T^7jf|y^^ 

I^^^\^^ig9;|».|petWQ9  ?ar^ 
t^i;9HA^-^bQllti^Ylvfif%fd?^krr^^  |;f,a<jji:  of: 


CONTfellTS  f 

Mr.  PereevaVs  obje^on,  and  modem  a^eed  to— ^Mcaiufes  en 
the  eve  of  the  change-^^nidtr's  conduA  againft  the  Catholics^ 
Real  consequence  of  the  seci^t  adtiscrs  df  the  Crown— .^  Resuh 
«f  the  secret  advisers  council— —Lord  Grcnviltt's  Expdse  of  his 

dismissal — ^Lord  Grenville  continued Resolution  to  withdraw 

the  hill— Uncoffttitutional  pledge  demanded— Lord  HowicVs 
£j^je-«^Locd  Howick  continues  on  the  Government  pledge^ 
Further  particulars  of  the  dispatch— -Royal  ohje^lions  to  Lord 
Hbwick's  bill— <^Bffe£b  of  the  unconAitiltional  pledge  Lord 
Hardwickc's  audience  o£  the  King—Violent  difference  of  the 
two  parties — Mr.  Brand's  motion— Duke  of  Cumberland*s  at-« 
tempt  on  the  university  of  Dublin— *— Mr.  Perceval,  Mr.  Grattail 
and  Sir  Samuel  Romilly— Marquis  of  Stafford's  motion  In  the 
Lords     ■  Mr.  Lyttleton*8  motipn  and  Mr.  Tighe's  speech     i 

Mr.  Gore's  speech—- Sir  John  Newport— Mr.  Tiemcy. 

■  A  meeting  of  the  Catholics Mr^  Orattan^'s  letters* 

Mr.  Keogh's  speech— —Counsellor  Husscy — Mr.  OVGorman^ 
^—Counsellor  O"  Connell— — Mr.  Mahon— —  Mr.  Hussey. 
— Latter  conduct  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford  Arrival  of  thtr 

Duke  of  Richmond— ^Departture  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 


:f  •     .' 


n  •.  <>::i.  ,  ".    Y'''"'>'' "^    '  !     '■    •     •'    -"••''     '■■■■'■■■'■•'■■" 
-i    :;.,    ;.;a     .!    ■'•'mf  JimlUgttm*  .  : :  7 :  >Ii;-.:  .-.rj  -  '. 

•'•-•■■■"=' •^"■^••■,',-  •eirApfefe'iti;  •'•  '''''■'■';'■;'•'■;; 

^rj^mMstraimtifihe  BARL  MfHAMDWICKE^  M 
■'""  ■■•   ;'  'Under  MkPlTTy:  ''-■     ''':"' 

5PHJE;  disgraceful  efforts  of  Mr..  Addington/ j^^^^ 

plH>j^to  «f  ;iMiVp&tt/ had f60  disgusted  the  thitifeing 
«id  iodep^ndeiit,  md  so  idKrined  the  wavering  and 
ititercited-  ]jMft  dfthe  iiMidn,  tlmt  that  irribecil^ 
toiriistef '  coiild  no  longer  J)ptd   tQgether  tlje   i^a- 

fMMftac^RDvefDmefit eveooftbe Kifig's  friends.  :Mr. 
.Atfiliifgton  lifad;  durhig  i  c6iifeiderable  part  of  his 
adttrf-fifeliratlbn  jbebtf  so  mtoxijcated' W^^^ 

4m^^r^i»g^f  rw\mtxmm(6)  joulu;Of  ^thf  ocpasibnal 
Mippoti  ^f  th6  eWbppmkioti,  br^he  internal  dis- 
niltfdn,  TfifbeaTiilicd  b^^  WHe^ 

lilr.  Htt.fj-^^^^^  ^^^^^  l>*i*y 

JmAme.  th6.«arnefilBes^iof'Mr«  iAddiDgt>OR  miQain- 

*  -'  vom  jfii  '*'.'  ■-•-  •  ••  •'•-•'  '.''»■  •'  '^ '  ^-"  '•"'-*'" ' '  *'  ^  '* 


ISOi» 


^         -  The  Reign  of  George  ni.     j 

w^  taininghis^DOSt  against^ hpi,  wl>9hE4rai|^  liim 
eo  it,  Aiiifr4rAiWrt)ui  difc^ator  rallied*  hR*  much 
diminisbed  forces,  and  peremptorily  summoned 
to  his  rank  every  hldiVlSBSpWlfom  he  had  origir 
nally  enlisted  in  his.sefyio^by^a^t,,  fear  or  largess. 
Mr.  Addington,  the  weak  dupe  of  the  all- venturous 
craft  of  Mr.  Pitt)  rtendgrcd  htg^^-esignation  to  the 
King,  which  was  with  reluctancy  accepted.  In 
thq'Agter h«WM3f  nBfleietion'vhe  fdijwul  faia  .iriurti^hs 
visioiiary,  his  imp^te^cgr  r^jal^  .  \V'hatever  were  the 
principles,  springs  and  conditions  of  Mr.  Pitt's 
return  to  power,  pertain  it js,  that,  much*  negocia- 


,^»?»r 


•  A  letter  dated  on  the  8th  of  May  1801,  written  by  Lord 

P 

iville  and 
i'cbttiulfcdi 

T^piftiM^lb  erigage:ftn  the  adm^idlUtiioiiJ  iii&ohihe  '^as  ^heii' 
|jf^Jye<}.ip^foriiunfe.  ,Xq^^s^)\\&  l^sh^pi)^fffN^Jdwiidem♦ 
Jf,tion|Of  persopal  ease,  j^o  ^p^ebf  woivpf  .|?woi|y^tii,3f,^i^ 
''  reluctance  to  ,*meet  the,  real  situation,  into  ftrhich  the  couptry 
•^hfets  beet!  bt-Olt^llt,  have*  aViy  Syeigfei  m  this  decjsioii ;  nor  are  we 
'^fdtter^  hf^^  ^gag<rtn<ft««Oft  'the  Wljject'  i\^t  ek^refoM^bt 
V.  l^^pli^ :  ..iyeiteyC^iK  ^4eteqmikiatipn^«>Uy  «ti  i  otiv  ( ti«^*>  sU6ti| 

Hil^?^  ?f  f^  «WfiSWi«^0r;.9^  ft"»^,<2f?f¥W«?.l»fti^.>^;*iW*^ 
*'  of  Government,  which  is  to  be  formed  at  such  a  moinenjt  as 
'•ine  present,  on  a  principle  of  exclusion,  It  is  unnecessary  to 
^^^^ti  oitHheniikhWfs/WhiA  ^kvir^  trom 

teplabing  Ibe  gr^^t'^fficitic^f  Oto^^Mm^itf  weebc^nt^n^^Vbt^ 

'  " ».:pr9- 

.he 


.    -w  ,  a     .  , '.  .  any 

«<ei^fitj9ti;   rii^  %piii<j^»"r  teVfe-'  ilriidy\hS*  ci^caiiw^^'tb 
-^^^preil2iti)(7t)9rn!<bf;s^w6id  iuttr^for  sdi^^ikdb 

''  past-  been  acting  in  coufora|ity  to  it ;  nor  can  yt^  iddsjt  we 


AdminUtration  dfjE.  l^rdwk^e  under  Mr.  Pitt.  i 

tio^d,  precede^  it :/  ^grfeat  ^ifflculfies  Vet^^^  vjipi^ 


Windham  and  otiier  respectable  iSeCeders  refusred  to 


New  Hinlt^ 
terjiil  ar« 
langtmenti* 


*'  rein^in  impressed  with  ti^ac  p^r^iidsicni/  'conc&'r  iii  defeal&ng  dii 
r  object,  fotf 'Which' eKe  ^i^idm&tdltficJes  bf  ttie  prefeUf'ti^ei  aifl&rtt 
'^  at  oQOd  so  ttrong  'sdkiitfJUidbDibit  .aodt^^rfayt^rfMer  an  foc^ 
*f.4Bifm-". .  His  I#fdftlpipiff«4fdjj^f,letti^^wit^  wh^^^ax^pnt^  tj 
hit  absoliUe  ,^<myjpVion  oF  Mr.  |  Pitt's,  ^insincerity,  ^  "  \S^e  ar^ 
^'certainly  not  ignorant  ot  the  di^GiiiiTtips,  wbich^mighl  haVa 
«•  obstructed  lyfifla^acctttipi^shraefnt*io^*  howi 

^  evex"  ^hi&tly'pmu<ejl.  jitoit''^eiilfi.tfaeyety  ilksti'linitaaiitf 
<^  aU'inalofiH  kprimwie<bx;am4/:yr¥eii.ib(s  .d^fii^^^f  it  y^^f^^^ 
V  t|^  xsofjfditYjp  ;af  jdl  »pby qp^nt ,  anangep^ei^ts,  w^  ci^nnot  but 
V.  feel,  th^^  there  are  no^moti^es  of  whatever  flescri^ption,  which 
"  coW'justify  biir  ItakXng  an  active  pm  1A  W  Wtiblifihmisliit 
^  of  a  system  so  adverse  to  our  deliberate  and  declared  opinion" 

V.      *TH?  CABINET. 

Lord  Chancellor       .  Lord .  l^Wfp.    ;  , ,;    ,  /; 

Chancelk*-frf.  iha^iie^u^  j^^^ 
and  first  Lord  of  the  Treasury     3     .     ^.. 

'  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  '  '^^'tofd^i'scM^ftfelviVK/i- 
Master  Genefai  of  Ihe^  drdn^nicre'  ftft'df  Chatham. 
President  of  ChivCwncij»'^.    ..  :<  iJ[hilK>  of  Portland. 

.'♦!*«<»  Pmy  8eal>     ir       .  n,;^  ^ :j?arf.Qf.^eat^^ft»laIM^.   - 
^cretarmSweigAlQepartment   ^^^  Hart <(\fhy«      <- 

• '  '  •■"'•  ziimn'  ARRANGEMENTS;'-  "^  •'  '  '■  -  ^ 

•■■»[■'  *'■(''.  t  '■ ,  ...  .' 

Kr  Philip  lS&v(8ns,^Slif*'H.  Burrard  Neafe,  r'Sif  ^JdftS  GbJpoyf, 
Admiral  Ginlbrer]  Almiral  Patten,  WmiWeSfiiik' J^iV^iq. 

b2 


influence  to  his  accommpcUtrnjff'fri'enq  ancl  veteran 

in  tliesyaleiii.  Lord  Viscount  Meiviltel    The  riest 

•./     . .;:,  *'^%  ;t9pls,.  whicp  he  wielded  ^t  pleasure. ^  The 

•  •  -  <  •  ^jnotley  selection  was  attempted  to  tie  justified' upon 

VP\y.  FWCip'<?*    A  gep^r^l  ^ogtpne  was  inculcate^ 

inta  thei'nttiiier<H)»  ffin^jcoij^exiii?  ,yi\Xt^  tJi/p,  ^^hoke 

of  the  i^w  mfUfsteflrs,  thatidiere  wjui  inlienetti  iit 

Parliament  a:cbnst?bitioii4l;;rtghti  to  iiiieiftrd  wi 

ihe^  !l^inff*s  nottiinat^^^     by  \yitfhdraA*1ti^  Its  cohfi- 

(fcupe  froip;  »i\y,  ad^piJi$iUa|iip)t^.^',w^^  ro^gftit 

think  ffiottk  txpefteBce4Badfi4u^^t(>^liji)«iMHgP9P^^^ 

t)iF  this  country ;  bftt  that  ii\i>-^ii\:pi  the  xnonvn 

ya3  not'  to  'be  th^ris^rteff^KJ^ianticipatiott,  by^pre^ 

-   $^ippt^^ 'tQ;4/.9tat^^^p^  the  nevv 

.    LORDS  OF  THE  TREASURY. 

Lord  Fitzharris,  Lord  Louraine^  the  koD.  Henry  Wellesley, 
Mr.  Scott,  MVlLbn^.'-^  '•     ^rul  •  -i,.  A 

SECRETJlIU«S^'4li«'-tK5EA*U^       "     \ 

TIT         TT        I   •  J   HiT         Ox      *-  ,-i''    J^ '-'''''   M'1       !.t     .Jj^yjl  J). |r/ 

.,.,  {..  joAifti)  9^,cptNT^piyi^ .;  .^)\,,",  j. 

'^ifbftiVfaymastersof*eanny       Mesars.  Bd^«  iW  Stciitt 
Treastfrefof the  NaV^   *"'  "'  ^  r Sir.  Cartaingr    -    ^ 
Secretary  at  ^ar     /  Mi'.  Wm.  Dundas^ 

Chanrof  iiS^PtKi'hy  (k  Lancaster  L6rd[  MuVgrave. 
Lord  ChambeijkiQ; ;  •    • .  -     ^  .^     Iia|49f,][^rtaioutb. 
Master  of  the  Mint  Mr.  Rose. 

Comptroller  of -IbeihotiMihoM     .   LwdX^eorge  Thynne. 
,      4npr/^pyr,G|B9^ral     /  MMfrPerceyayt  ^j 


A'dministratiM  ofJS.  SthriwiiAt  hnder  Mr.  Pin.  3 

tions.    iTms'^aW^'Sifh'  Pitt  etrfeav^irf  tJ  flTcaurm-^"^^ 


acqurrft' 
credit  trndftl-  Irii  btW^^btetiYT^iit,'^  by  reeoArfling^ 
the' ' j>iibVic. tiifti*  •  iki  the  -prfrtianientary  fexpulsioti'^ 
Mr.  AtJdingt6H.^^'THeije  prifadW^  subSten^T 

tiafly  m^ppSfcdll!^^ to^ihe  new  aiPTaftgt&hiebte.     Mft) 
Addhigt6n*i'  arfiiii'hfsttafldH' W'«?taihly'fbr^ 

?itt  DOT  'LcJftt  Melviife  wire  lieV  men : -thiey  j>ro4f 
fessed'ncy*  fintteipfe^^^  tlity  *  |>i^6f>6^ea  '«6  \^%x€tn^ 
ditferiiig  Trom  thosfe  of*  their  |)rtctecess6rs.  '5udh*  df^ 
thrbl(!l,  ksTCtairied  power  iA  the  tie\Vf  adtrikii^tm*> 
tibti'  'bfifeted  ^b-'Change  either-  of  |)rh)<ri^I«^or.' 
coftdtict,  T^e'iietr  ^ordinate  :ap|>bifat*fteftr$  #«WJ 
tottortied  eHiterhpk)tt'loflg  tiled  ^ftab»trVJ«^  ot^ 
strori^1|f*  'pledged  fitjdity  tis^ '  hf f;  l^tfe  'iBOt-'iii^ 
If^land  so'Bttk  dkfm  ccmid  be  sfet'tip'by ^thfe^iew^ 
GbvWnitt^ht,  not  tb'b^'prejtrdgeitr,  till'  they  ^lidUkf 
have  entered  upon  thtf  exercise  of  thWf  (4f!ice»,  tb^t' 
the 'dnTy  ch^iige  was  the  appointnpient-  of  MV;' 
Fofslfer  t6  t>e  CliimrHlor  of  tlffe  Ex<5hequer«  tht^ 
riiari,  who  hkd  men  into  cbbsequehce  flrom  •  hia' 
hit  for  tfce^iyiitem/ utidet  which  bis  country  h^^ 
so  long  writhed. '  •  •  -  -        .    -     •   *    ^        •  »        '. 

The  actudl  retnni  of  Mr.  Pitt'ahd  LofdMel-Mr.pitty 
ville  to  pb\Ver' without  Lord  Grenville^  Mr.  Wind*5lljS^*^ 
ham,  and  some  btlicr  secJedcrs  iii  l8dl  bfe^eal^s^ 
a  difference  b^tWeen  them  ih  the 'principles  ^d 
conditions  either  o'f  their  abdication  br'  of  their  ie^* 
turn,  or  of  both.     The  particnlar  points  of  differ- 
ence ntay  tbt  be  known  to  pbstetity,  bnt  certain *it' 
is;  that,  Mi  l^irtdid  not  carry  back.  With  hinr  wt6 


'     aj^jijlwy  i^r^  J^lyU^e.  all  tjie  ji^uf |i|Qe^^  poxyjer, : 
tvbiqh,  ^f t  it  qq  bis  ^esfiofi  in .  1 8P ) ; .  Bfsi4^  the 
Hgs.pf  the  intpres^sof  thejfevr^  ^lyhp  a?f^y  be  fairly 
pxj$fMini^4  ta^l^^v^  rdecte^  the  teftns  pf  rea^^iasion, 
(f>4Fticul^rly  ,^fc^  tp.  l4i?U.n4)  Mr*  ;A^dinRtpn  by  his 
p|^g49  ^aqflon^n^^a^fpD^tfl  all  t^i^  ^jf^teriies  of 
the  ^ai^^fe  <sfl0i>?^had^^a9quineij  ft  If^tipg.ljpifi  of  the 
roy^l  ^lifli^.  :  I^f  eci^l^usiaAticaUy;  ^leachecl  up.  the 
fjiVpurite  ,c9uift  4o^trine,  thiit  tli?  ^ntyjip^t^d;  v^ill 
ctftb^  igxepiftlve  wa^ltQ  le£^  tji^  JH^gin.OTt.pf  th^ 
d^ib^rtlJjsfe;  powers;  or  the  -atata^    Mfv^Jpitt  fully 
kiW5\v.it^:i$fficacy  of  th?  joint  iiif|uej}f;e  of  couf t  s^d 
tM9Wgr;..«i\l  iie  prfip^^r^d  tx3t,u^^He,.bpad  jigaiust 
th^  ^Qcc^t^ ;p<^wer^_}4hmd^?€i  ci^'te^^^  :^^.Qvcat^ 
5*3tairU  Ii'elp#4>  5\?4tIW(  cplopj^  vi^^restitl  dexote4, 
t^bis mle,^jNpt.t§Q 4tpo^  teiui^ia/oi^ign j-^1^^^^ 
iiCQin  [  $h^  feiluiie  c^f  ailj  .his,  coiji tjpeijtjjl  pjcojpcts,.  he. 
fcieW^. bis  iSPPntf y, .  1  educed. jtq,  tb^.  a\j{ftil  ueqifaisit^' 
pf:coQj^^4vg:,alpjae,.   ijqt  j^s  formerly,  for  coo[i-. 
inef ce> .  t^ritisM-y^^  pi;  po^fr^ r,  Iwjit %  e3^i$ten^e.  y?-. 
c|eii  hjis  qyvrx  i^^coqtvppkd  djr^ctiqn  .of  [the;  j^npisU 
sfieptr^  }}Rj  felt,  'the  pby^ic^l,  fprc^9  pf  llj^e^conLtir 
^rent  concentered  to  a  point,  ^nd  dirjWted  by  a  ' 
. 'T  .:y9^th,;.\vhp  ihftd  ^i^n.-^ndp:  ^lis- awn  eyes..  i«ito 
•  iijanhpof^^  and  ;  the  prowd  rposs^ss^iqn.  (no  ^  flatter 

Ij^;. V<J|^irffl)|,of .  njore  ^iB9>^'S^. ;  ,^P^  :^^'^^^r  ^^'^  ^^ft" ' 
H^jged,  it  with, more  ^uc^^s,  th,at\  if>  reQO?de4;?of,, 
^njf  fl;i^fi  ,;\n^  the^^pag?  pf  bis^ojy,.    J^  ^^%Pf5?^ 
\yjth .  .^espera^tjB  „  indignation, .  tl^at  jPjijio^apart?  bad 
ijP>Y:  ^becomi^, |th^  .puissant  p^pSvperor  pf  thp  pifeAch,  .^ 
ijq^uthsf^ndijig.hjs  bo^s^od  effort^,  to  0«^^     t^at: 


^dministratfc^oj^II^Jjfy^^  Mr.  Pitt  f 

str^he4  tli^,r^gij,  e»t^«^?d.tbgaBMDQAtic,n»a 

iff  his  bav?ng,sl?64  tiip!|)t9o4  9Jf;  9iAp^-«t^9ra«l)fiikI 

had  settle^  i^r  pfraoj^l  animesijfy^i  vaiidih«l3ftiicB^ 
hi|BSj?lfi  t^  rival, pf  itbat  fl:iftn  of  ;i|t(tpiidQi(s  redf^  - 
terpjri?€f  apc|  ^/te^[i^ft.i3uc»««[,  -i  TJbi;enghnMiv 
A4diipgt<m  haj^  b*>Jk>?W«^i  artjt¥«ip^dito,.dicijriaHtf[ 
vilify ,  the  iptfs0»ai  cihamctflf  of  N^ppl^t,  hyi  iim 
QjLfjpiihXiw/  p€  ,  tbe  ^moiS^t :  viruki\t  publicatioov  ^^ 
tj?#,  ewiifeitwift  <>fMtfe^*>«  |W^iniisrfroB» 

i\otwia\^'b(TeliBgS;Qf7  tbp  Bnti^Ktfeasujgr,:,  .     .  Ad 

No  5ppn?v  ,b*(l/J)ijfr.:;R,<t^/re$mp54*hiafuncti^ 
t^a.n  hfi  fcf jpai?e,>se^$i]^le,  ;^hat  ibisi  w^ettji'fiiheaWic^iJ^ 
h94  ]?^f«'  tut  partiiallyjA-^SrtQred, ..  Aopc&sito;  ^wiiiSj!'^*^ 
p^r9Dna>Q(»{i)|]|i^nicAUpp!>yitli  t]»e.  loyttl  .persoBagCf 
yjiu^fi k^  fr^e ^q  bii|lJ9;Q}W,  ttian.^iirijbg^'his  foimeix 
adminisjt^atiQDr  ;X]i^^.i^^.l::n)iQil')i^a^  ^loro  thear 
W|?r;di^^Ur|)e4'  Willi- scrti^ft  4blOtttl  Ujer yirfaCiottioA 
th^,^Cfiivp/mtipi^  QBXif,  %:,  catli^liciconcesdiott :,  and> 
i^T^  A4dij9gtpn^  ^bp.^ja4if^4  9,1^4  fic)*v»njfl4ttli«i8i2 
ci^tinvwl-tq  rp?eivq  .inpif  ppijfidf ntjalJfavOr  ^raaii 
bi^.Sov^rqigni^  than;wa«.:Usv^.oil  fitiiiigiito  bfteiB'/ 
jojff d,  by ,^  .eo^^mini^tei:.  ^  5  Mj[. ;^iil|i  ^i^litbe  cbaoki 
cellor  had  interviews  with  the  Prince  of  Wales  at. 
^arl^op^  ppu^.  Be$vils$  ;ij^,|ecp»«liatip^,p£--tli9. 
Prince  with  bis  Majesty!  and  <tbe  :Duke  idI' Yopk^f 
which  their  late  'cdritfepoiidtiice^ had  'te^dWed  =4)*^ 


^^^  Hmtenftlly/  t#iiev«d  4d '  kve  bee*  «ft«f''8*iHj^ftct  bT 
fli«n<  .:A«P  Mh  Pitt  f*#fty  hte  ttbftdiict  i<>^  ^P^Hi 
aildMfbsc^UeiW  deit^iftMuf'««#»VMkis  ^ey«l  H)^^ 
*bt  on  ev«vy  dtf^^'ttfA,  Was  kttiy#ti  s^tclfha«1eatiy 
toroppose  tlie  pb«ii»6ion  &f  ioTf  fidW'it^  by  hia^  MyM 
H'ig{«[i«M  md^Hcitctit  (rf'  ih^  hiiniste^  it'  Wai-b^ 
to'lbe^CJipfeeteil,  tfckt  ffi6  teWlfe  <»f.aiiy-  jiH)i>d8tr 
imn  Mr;:pit«:sla«U)d  begr^«6ftil:fd  tife  ir^lhrg^  6^ 
IiiB>royal>Hi0hfle6s^.     Mr.'Fi^  th^ti^vrtid'miti^ 

^ly  bi.»  UiM '61^  pttfc«Mjal  iuRd^tStvipon  hia-:SftVfe£^ 
idgn,      Ha  Bdodcas  Jti  >th6'  sdiAie'  fcU  sljbrt'  of 
Idsie^^peotMidb }  fd/  with  bhr  flttobsi?  feXmlftilMlfe 
anitd<liis  d|:feiW:ti4)in'olTly  iby^'nlajoi'Hy  «f40,  ati4 
hisadditiooai  fotfedibill  %  thkt-^f  38:;  iH  thb  Utte^f 
a-motion  krtk  biadc^,  r&  wM^h  li6  W»$  leTt  In  a  mmo- 
Jat^,    Soeh  aflsfei*  Mr.  decrt^ty  Nepieatt  obtaJfe^ 
JouoB  to. bring  is  a  bill  for  e&tabiishing  and  xtafykBAti* 
]Qg!-a  pennain^Dt  a«klUl6iiil'f<airc«  itt  ifelatfdi.     Mr./ 
'Eostet^fe*  motion  for  thc^ftppbltitmtnt  of  coiiimi$* 
aioi^rs  to  enquire  ^hito  tHe  '^^^  and  exipences  of  ceri"  • 
ttxk  oiRcbs^  in  Itielictd,'  brought  oil 'a  ihoit  interesting' 
daaversation  n|Mi)i  t^earrtat^o^'  the  Iri^hrevenu^:' 
SiMlS^  UAb  wer6  irtoredij^' progress,  toacbltl^  tW- 
8t«kmp  .datJe^  atid  otl)ei-  1)r4ficbei  of  tlie  Irish' tie-- 
vetoiej'  a^d  'Mr.:  Foster  introduced  biUs  for  «««. 
plaining  and  iiiivtndiag  the  laws  -rela^te  to  the 

,;....'  ■,    .  ■,.;.'i :..'.  •• ...' . ./  .-••.   •:••  1 .  ..  •• 

Ii^tod^  titat  be  utkl  MtthaMtiior'  of  «A^  4^h«qiiibr  n'imA^ 
4tR^Ue-t'un;te|befere|M>Va9:ftPptmtc4tf.^b&90k^  .♦;...    i. 


Lavieiitable 
state  of  in» 


Administratlofh  tf-X-HaFdwkke  under  Mr.  PitU  ^  9 

In'-fene^iri^  the  Imtt  budgef/'MK.FoBteV  'A\d 
h6H^»ffp'^fte';6p^^^^  the  ac-' 

QOixik.hf  rtifeVh'idfi^the  dfstf^'^^e^  bf 'his  tOuntry. 

Irclkn^dP^^clcinh^  tlli'*(iIscUssibiTi^  iijipli  thel^niori,' 
but  too%'rfeibly  X^ertfieiJ' by^the^lheii  d^p^btable 
state  of  her  finances,  as  compared,  with  herj)ub- 
lic   debt  and  expench^ure,    •  Within   l)ie   last,  1(X 
years,  ihi^.  pabJic  debt  of  Ireland.  ji»a^l:  mfide^^ft 
aiarmjog>pTOgiie»ii;    It^stbod  in  )  793 •  alt  3/400^O0(Xl. 
in    l^tX)  at'25,4<K),b00i:     Oh^tii^  Skh  January 
1804  ait  43',t)06,C)6ol  arid  in  that'year  there  had' 
tl^n  bieenailded.  tp.  it  119  less  a  &u|ii.tJian.9*5pC^P00^ 
This.  fprmcd.9.iqnolafer  excepdiagilhe  ru/ia.e&ta-^ 
blished  by  tbd  Umon  coiftpact  to?  fte  |»ril  by  liw- 
land.    'Thjsf'ttjiflPus  face';  in  whitb  ircfand  was  so 
far  exceeding  her  means  t^y  )ier'ipxp^nditure,  woulrj^ 
shortly  e<}ui?jliM  her  i^ebt  in  proportiiw.  tp  that^pf^ 
EaglaQcJ,  aikl. entitle  EngUnd  to  (jaii  for  a  parli«^ 
mciitary  deer^ion  iiftd  cbnsdlfdatidn   of  Accounts 
and  equiiliialtlon  6r  YaxesV    He  thiil  stateid  to  the 
house  ,the^  correspoudiMg  ,pr94uc^!of^  the  Irish.r^-.. 
veoue.    In  the >ea/r.l80(V<w.lxkhrh»riH^di^yi|^e^* 
ceded  the  yataui  tbd*  Deti<()iti(luGd>o4r  febe  r^^niia^ 
wai^  2,8(X),(»0fIrw1ieii  shebwet}^5;00(f,(^^^  in  the- 
last  year  it  .Was' only  S,7^9.o60l.  whilst  the  "deKt^^ 
amounted  !tp  53^060>00p|,  r:  Tfi^efe  was  .every  ie^-  ^ 
sQp  to  believe,  that  fiir  the  fuDaing  .^'^ar  .the  pe<iu 
duc€  of  tbe^iriRh^Mvemic  woUto»lvfi»t-y^^     <*W 


^P^    ^Jtxillmg^  to\vari)s.  Ireland-sr  <)u,ota  J^  the .  common 

"^^"^  expenditure  of  the  eippire,*    SucU.wa^.  ^he  situa- 

^    M  r.  rtiQii  pf  Ireland '  ia  the  su^imfr  of  1804;  as,^de- 

'^     .     picted  by  Mr.  Foster^  wi^h  an  enormous  jmd  gJfow- 

mg  encjease  of  debt,  a  r^ipid  falling:  oif  pf  reve- 

Que,  i^nd  a  d^Q^y  of  qomfperc^e  and  manufaQtujce** 

He  then  propoeed  raising  add.i,tioi^l  tax^$y  wh|ch 

chiefly  fell  op  home,  made  spirits,  wine,  ,an|d  tea, 

iq  aieet  tl|j^e  pubjic  expenditure  pf  the  year  f}.   .    • 


*•  Mr.  Foster,  who  noW  had  again  worked  his  way  iato  the 
lavbr  of  Mr.  Pitt/  with  whom  he  had'cjuarrelled  on  the  ex'orbi- 
tabcyoP  b»  demands  for  suppoltm^  tSe  Union,  :toQ^  *tht$  op- 
Jpof  t^hHy  o£  ebdiaToiirvtg  ito  white«>v^h  his  defection  froifi  his . 
ol0  employers  ^y  thisflast  ^urst  of  f^rce'dpsktnotisni.'  -^  lai^ 
before  parlj^n^ent  a  fair  and  Irue  state  of  th^. corruption,  ^nd 
wants  of  the  Irish  government  in  the  m^nagemeiU  of  the.  reve* 
n'ue.     ii^  m innately  ^et  finth  the  balances  pieriiiitted  to  remain  in' 
thebb^ds^of  the  collecttiiis;    Tb^  last  aceotiiiWof  the  ^ndimons 
r«f)edue  of  iS9giaiKi; shelved  pnly  abalaiwe  of  .57,00011. m. the! 
hand^i  of  the  jgnglish  coilectors,  and  the  €oqre^p9iY^i^^)3i«cog;|it4 ; 
of  the  Irish  revenue,  shewed  a  balance  or500,6QOl.  in  the  hands 
©f  the  collectors  then  in  office  :  and  in  order  to  prove  the  rapid 
growth  8nd  enh^ase  of  this  abu^«  he  further  srtatod,  tbatthe 
'  ar«eiir:iq    18051  Bad.amDuhted  to  46(M)6ol.  and. :la^  year  t^' 
50V.W^r  jAJwde^this^^yyarreariB  the^bwid^^f  the.^f«r 
tor^  tl\^n{ii\  ofl^ce,  there  also  was  in  the  liandsof  collector;^  dis^ . 
missed- an  ^rrear  of  12O,(J0Ol.     He  specified  as  to  stamj>s;  the 
whtic  of  Which  ^as  cbllettfed'aiid.paidinto  ihfe  Stimp  Office  at 
I)ubHji,^>adther^itliito«wa»i]froa^^  receipt^  192,0061.  ^fiefieit 
o{>.SiJt)$KMi  :  Mi  iA;tfa;6  F!o8ti<j>fflce;  tbek-fe  lyas.tbeqJan  kk-rear  of  ^ 
2a||9P9U  oM^^pfi  a  reiV,e»i«,pf  .15^(^0001,  .  Asaigjwi^ncifirj^TnQge 
|)i[opaise  tha^n  performance,,  h^^  assured  the  house,  that  two  great 
arrangements  were  necessary' to  be  anopted  in  Irela^  to 'keep 
her  itoxk  sihtifig :'  viz.  ki/eflectbal  Ve^oilJiMtf  tj^e  cdHefciion*  oIT 
her)Ufek%ti4,  lOiil^  ^trtefacHmeatlin  tM  (^ic9S^  Of  h&r|goverH« 
raWl-    iSHVhcffi>^4»rx^^ads^;.^Pj^nsaatjt^  •I'ftluilBidaxl© » 


'  AbercoiTU 


AdmintstratiQU  />f  E.  H^rjdwtcke  under  Mr.  Pitt.  1 1 

Before  the,Parliaaient  .ro$e,  ,^r^  Hutchinsop     ^»^- 
<Irc\y^  the  attentioi}  of  tlie  npuse/  to   tlie  daring  Mr.  justice 
manner,  iij  whicli.tlie  artijql^s  q(  it W  Union  wer^by^w^ 
broken  jfcaroi|gh  6y  the  Irjsli  ili&tillery ;  bilisl   ,  On  ^ 
th^  Plibtidn  of  Mr.  rbst^n  SOb.bool.   Irish  cur- 
renqy  were  jgrai^ted  to  ^iis  majesty  for  such  cj^r 
peiures/  as  j  exigencies  m^        T.equire  for^  Jrelarfd : . 
and    IjTOO^OOOl  werjB  raised  by  treasury  bilb   in 
Ireland,  to  be  charged  on 'the  first  aids  of  1805.. 
Bills,  were  alsq^ passed  fo?  apconiniodajipo;  ijie  pub- 
lic with  a,  cixculatioii  of  small  nnteSj  and  other 
matters  ot  resjulationjn.  the  Irish  revenue.  ^The 
Marquis  J  of  ^bprcorn,.  about ,  three  week^  hetoTQ^ 
the^^losier  of  Pajrriqment,  presenteJ^artrcles.Qf  (coqi-. 
plaint  against  Luke  Fox,  a  iudsje  of  the  court  or 


topuj  of  complaint,  thati,  he.pacl^Jiiefqre^  noticed^ 
in  tliaf  hoijse,;  except 'what  related  to  certain  high; 
military  officers/  which  he.  had  not  vet  been  alilc 
to  reduce  into  proper  form.  For  the  rest  or  the 
charges,  lie  .was  ready  theii  to  ,go  upon.  them. 
He  movedi!  however,/  tliat  a  eddy  of  the  articles  of 
eompiamt  5hpu]d  be,,  and  they,  were  accjbrdinoj^! 
sent  to  ,TVfr.  Jiistice  !f  ox.    The  substance'  of  theiii   - 

move  for  ^  coptimittee  to  be  established  Jn  England;  eropmyereu 
to  examinot:  iQi3on  o^^h '  touching  ivory  item  tof  thej^ublJcac- 
coini  ts  ^f .  Ii-dHiid^  tlAtdhould. .  be»/bE0i!i]ght  /orvt^td^  \^  lien  |  any t 
doubt  should  arise  upon  them.  The  abuses  and  misfortunes  of 
Ireland  have,  never  arisen  from  want  of  potva^a  in  the  gqv^ta- 
ment  to  prevent  or  correct  them.      .  ;  *. 


id  •    ■"''  '"^^^fiiy  Reign  i/'deorgijll' ■''■""■''■'  '' 

^^^  \Vas  l.<^ :  Tnat  Mr/  Justice  Fox  liad  ui^ei)  ilpon 
,!  the  grand  jury  of  the  cownty  pf  Fernianagli,  tliat 

'  Jt  was  their  <h»^Y  £0  acIdVess  his  M^ajes^y  tp  temove, 
the  LoVd  I^ieii^.   from  the  goverqipefii:  of  Ireland,^ 
with  fne  intent  to   excite  disgontehi  againsf  his^ 
Majesty's  governmenf.     2®,  Tliat  hfe  had ,  endea- ' 
vourecj  to  induce  the.  eommanding  office^  o(  a- 
corps  of  jl^eonisihry   to,  procure  an   acfdress  fr^m 
that  corps  tr>  the  saine  elfrect ;  and  (hat  this  was 
ffone  with  tf]'6sami?!  evil  .design.  .  SS  '  The  .tUird^^ 
part  stal'ecl  all  th^  cQinplamtsj  which  had  appeared' 
iti  ihe  .piftitions  of  *the  high  Sheriff  of  the  county^ 
alid  of  the  pet^*  jurors;  the  high  Sh'eritf  cbnV-? 
plklning  oiF  ha\uhg  been  fitied500l.  By  Jiidgefok 
in  ah' arbitrary  .matinefi  "arid  the  petty  jiirors^bay-^ 
ihg'been  stigoiatiijed    by  hini  ijo  liis  Judicial,  ca- 
pacity, as  l^eirig^  unworthy  to  serve!  as 'jurors  in 
tirtiire.     0nder/this  he^d  also  was  incTucjed  the 
complaint  of  a  Mr.'Harl*,.' wh6  eohtplainec^^  .^^^t . 
hc^vjng  bec'ii  one  of  the  grand  Jury  pf  the  county 
cf.ppnegal,  thiat  had  found  a  bill  of  ihdictnient* 
against  one  Dodsori,  for  having  improperly  pro- 
cured  the  oath  of  a  magistrate  concerning  therre?, 
pair  of  a  fbad,  in  which  AlrV  Hart  was  in  ao.'way ' 
iirterested.  Judge  Fox!. upon  the   trial  h^il  tal^eii ' 
an   opportunity  of  charging   the  pelhroner'  with 
leaving  very  improperly  interfered  in  the  business, 
and  hadjiised.these  expressions  con^ernpg hjira  to 
the  petty  jury  :  idegrad$dar^  d'mg^itcttl  4i&  Aei  isbjf> 

'^  tTis  petition  had  been  presented  about  a  month  before  to  the 
.liousc  of  commons  by  Sir  John  Stewart. 
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JdministratSim  o/t.  ^ardw^c]y^un4^,Mr.  Pitt.  )^ 

this  transaction,  which. mU  entqil  eternal  infamy 
on  hitn  and  his  fdmU.^'  That  tfie  jury  liavinff 
Ljeen  'di^chargecr,  the  pel;itidner"  waited  on  the  ^ 
Judge,  ^na  asked  permission  to  return,  tq  Lon- 
dpndcrry^  in  order  td  atteiid  a  corps  of  Veoipanry. 
which  Wa9  refused  ;  ajQa-on.the  next  day  }n,coyTt, 
^udge  Fo:^  c'aused'an  information  to, hje  laid  agajnst 
him  for  a  most  heinous  oflence^  Him  mtp 

custody,  apd  to  be  put  ihto  the  common  dock,  wner^ 
havfeg  Jbeien,  asked  what  he  had  to  say  for.  himself, 
the  petitioner  was  so  terrified, /that  Ije  ^was  unable  to 
articulate:  He ; was  ^lien  told  he  should  t)e  tried 
at  the  next  assizes,  .arid  was'holden  to  enormous 
bail  Fpr  his.. appearance.  When  the  ne]^t,0$siw$ 
cam/e  Qp,  no  bill  was  foi^nX  against  him,  and  h? 
applied  jtp  the  hous^  to, Redress  tlie  injury  he  had 
sufl[eVed.  .The*?}^^^  ,that  Judge  Fbx 

had  girbssly  ari^  wantohfy  insulted  the  Marquis  of 
Aberconij^  re^re.sepdng  him  a3  withdranyini;:.  hini« . 
$elf  fwB»  tis.4uty  is  ?i  Qs^^^jm  pf,.^  cQ^f  ty  fnpia 
iuikiff:  inid  .8tl6«tk.a^ti^'es,  :£^d  ^oaiK^lud^  with 
charging  «h&1e«med  Judg«  -Wit)i  4ia\^ib^  jntliliely 
acknowledged;  tlihthe  li^rf''doiie  *sb''tb  'vek  and 
aiiiiby..tlii?,M^^rq^^^^        ^Ij  RrQC!^^dil!>g8,vv^p?Jxo.v^> 
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'  ^  Within  flire*  4^-i'atWf  ;Si»'JnWn  St«w«ilfhfld  •pres^frfvd 
Mr.  Hart*<  [^itioii  agaiftst  y^gei  Fo?:^  Colonel  Cole  presented 
apetmooj Withe ii^9^'4>f  bbmnrwiisfpooi  WiHiam  Arttistroivg  nntl 
flthera  (attjOWrtigiemwi)  of  che-chttbiy 'of'  flermatiagh  destribmif 
theitiseh%8.a»«  jtotty^«i^y,;hoSdieii  >cb«'pnecedii1g  liunim«|i^  at  Enj 
tiiskilWa^odomplaitringv  ^liat  on^  Nicliola^  >Morry»a«^  wa^  b'fotrgh« 
befon  ih«ni  fcr^tm|,  opoa  iuthnrgeof  mura^r,  of  which  \\\Af 


^^  ^  As  these  weifflity  and  alnjbst  incredible  charges 
More  of  Wiicu  go  ntally  to  affect  the  i^ourceot  public 
eaa^^  ^**justiceV  Were  never  followed  up  to  i^  close/ jal- 
tiioiigfi  by,/c6hiing 'before*  parlmment  tliey  ac- 
quired a  piiblidty,  and  certainty  of  being  trans^ 
'  mitted  to  posterity  to  the  discredit  of  theiearn^d 
and  respectable  character  attempted  to  be  aifected 
by  them,  historical  justice  requires^  that  an  impar- 
tial statement  of  the.  circumstances,'  which  ^ave" 
rise  to  the  accusations,  should  be  handed  down  tq 
posteritjr  with. the  substariciebf  the  chargesV.  'Tlie 
ni6re  so,  as  it  i^  notorioiis,  that  the 'government 
was  put  to  the  eicpence  of  many,  (some  say 
30,0001.)  fn.  preparations*  to  bring  these  charges 
ifo  a  conelusion ;  and  Mr^ustice  Fox  for  thehap- 
piriess  of  his  country/ still' retains  his  seat /on  the 
bench,  where  fdr  many  years  in  the  aclminfetra- 

*  fih  it  their  duty  to  acquit  hitn  contrary  to  the  recoilhinendatioti 
of  Jtidge  Fox',  "vvho»  Charged  them  Tery  specif ly  to  find  him 
^iihj.  '  Ufion  presenSngnhfAr  verdict,  the  Judge  manifcfitei 
c.oD,skier0l>^4^^^^^^.  i^^  ^^  ^^  followfng  diorning  be.  cal^^^ 
the  grand*  iiiry,  before  .him^  and  in  their- presence  and  that  of  a 
crowdect  court,  reprobated  the  conduct,  of  the  petitioners,  stig* 
matized  th<^r  di?tra(Jters,  and  hem  th^m  forth  to  .the  country  as 
l^ersons  not  to  be  cred ite4' on- their  ^ihs.  He'  also  directed  ih^ 
Sheriff  not  to  impannel  them  on  any  jury  in  future,  and  also  to 
deliver  their ;nanii9»  to  hisl.s^ioce^sorji^.offiQ^m  order  that 
they  might  u^nsr  again  a^pe^r  M^t)  Ri»y  jury*  They  professed 
their  read^ues^  to  produce ^vidQfice  ajb  th0  bai:  to.4ubHa«tjate  their; 
ftllegaikions,  their  with  to>l<y  b^f^peitht  hpwe  *.  a^U.of -the  evi^ 
dence  upon,  the  trial,  to  whkh  ttfie.petilioa  t»kn%d,  and  their, 
lope,  that  jusl»ee  would  be  dime  tli«aLi«$u5:h  W2^,,a8  to.tbe  «yis« 
dom  of  the  house  should  seem.mteit  '^ke^  ^UtkMl  yas^oc^buiei' 
^  lie  0%  the  table. 


/tdminUtratlonofl!.  itardzvickc  under  Mr.  Pitt,         AS 


tion  of  justice  lie  has  exhibited  the  rare  and  esti; 
inable  example  of  CQiiph^g. profound  learnijig'  witti 
in%x7ble  inipaVfiaiity  *ind  firmness./'  !For  alenfftli 
01  time,  and  more  particularly  from,  tlie  com- 
n^ucement  of  the  Armagh' persjec  'in'  XZSfSl 

and  UW  establishment  and  extension  Qftlie'Orahge 
societies  through  .'the  nortTiern'qouqties,  the  source 
of^publip  justice  bad  become  so  tabltlially  cdfl 
rupt,  that  wherever  tl[ie  'right*' and'  interests  bF 
Cat^licsand  Orangemen  came  into  contest,  thd 
result  was  '  JnYaria|)iy  favouralDle*  'to  '  the '  lat ferl 
Heace  the  prevailing  belief.  *  that  th^e  '$ecl'et  o<di 
of  an  .Orangeman  obliged  him  Bcver^  to  s)vear 
agamst  the  life,  credit,  or  proppity  9f  a  .brpther 
Orangeman/  The  opinion  \vas  jii  *strict\.*cbiif6r- 
mity  with  the  unvarying  run  of  Orange  ^erdictsl 
Thisi  nptoriety,  Vi^h  which  mosf  of  the  great  lajjdr 
holders  of  the  TSforth  ab^fished^  aiid ,  ehcdiirageft 
Orangeisni  has  been  already^ noticed:  ancl/^pnc 
shone  nipre  conspicuously  zealous  for  pei'petu4trng 
that  system  tliaii'the  Marquis.,  of  Abe/corn.  li 
sufficed,  tlxat  it  .parfoblc'  of  anj  degree**  of  pre^ 
ference,  exclusidii,  '"  intolerance,  bppfessi'dri,  ^  or 
gsc?n,da^py,  ,to  epsure .  the  implacable  J|)ostU^ty^of 

it}uis;-o£{fAber^m:)fuiW  thieoivj^^^.  .-spkiit^;  Oind 
prindptetf  of^tbe  Omag^'sodelies  p«cut»^^  syhP 
pathetic  Svltli'M  And  fei^;^$i!>*'  kftc\^'  1*6w 

>ccts,vQf,.lMf/:  friemi'  M.<^k  3?itU  \  T}}&  Jbauteur  apd 
ainbttfon,  iirhidiaotufttisd  M^.  EittV:p«bUo  c&n*. 
<lucti^tdi>  i^tirW^rfiilly '^n^aded  the  jpdi^tc  ch*- 
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racter  of  the  Miirauis  for  .Mr.  Pitf  ta  adjnijt  him 
^  ^  tpjttie  situation  of  viceroy,  to  which  lie  appeared 
^Qxiovisly  tp'  aspire.  ^The  judge's  virtue  was  too 
iirm  to' heed  the  frown,  or  crouch  to  the  wiB  pf 
pQW^r,  title,  x?r  opplenpe. 
liordAber-  *   The  maVquis  of  Xbercorn  was  governor  pf  the 

corn»fin-  '    iT"'. 'jT3  '•  .u  :.:    ""       :_'"   :•'    9     ,    v,'*  '  •  J         i 

iiuencein  county  of  TyroDC,  and  the  ^vowed  friend  and 
^"^^  protector  .of  t;he  Orangerue^  :  it  was  impossible, 
that  the  conduct  of  an  qpriglit  and  in^c^iWe 
Jujdgp.  blent  op  recalling  long  stf^yed  justic?  to 
tl\(;^e  nortjierp  courts,  shpujd  not  clash  with  the 
teelino^s^  and  wpun,d  th^  pnde  of  that  governor^ 
The  sacred  character  of  a  Judge  of  a* coy ^t "of  re- 
cord spreened  Ijim  from  actions  for  ^tiy  tbipg^aid 
on  the  bench  ih  the  ejtefcise  of  his  elevated  fuiap- 
tlon,  Jn  social  intercourse,  he  was  as  Qpen  as  jmy 
other  person >  to  be  questioned  ab  an  action  for  IJt 
jbellous  or  defanjatory  words.  As  the  bbser.va* 
tions,  of  which  Lord  Abfcrcbrn  pomjplainefl,  wejre 
'  not.Iaid  by  his  Lordship,  as  made  by  the  Judge  from 
fhe  bench,  tj^ey  could  not  b^  presumed  to  Ijavc 
passec)  in  court.  That  circumstance  would  have 
aggravated  the  *  delinquency  of^the  Judge,  and 


Wlien  this  matter  iras  on  in  the  Lords  on  the  27th  of  June!; 
LordTCari^toii  said,  '"The  mere inipbiatiort'  of  mtsconduct  was  a 
^*'^erygNa|rinflk«idn  to  Im}'  maA*  oT^  feibUfijgf»  but  nvbeii  it  w^ 

l<  tbvpvviiaHt.98M9stta.^^?finfiHn>e^b^l^igi^M  P^  (h«A 

5'  tiff  l^jw^pai)  J[i^p  i^f  rti/^  jpapi^^m^nt  ip  .Oi^l  {nstaiM^e  w^  ^^. 
"  ^rava^ed  in  a^tepfoM  d(^e«v  His  Loixishijp  trusted,  that  the 
*'  Idarnecl  'Judj;e  Would  not  be  Comfiened.  to  linger  i)t>der  this 
^'tertdre  of  4ri^  re{icftatJon,  bdt  tb»t 'the  rioble  Mai^uit  woald  i|^ 
^^fhis  Cottte  pf^tluit  kes$i<mibKingiQr)c^  a 
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have  more  strongly  warratited  the  Marquis's  appli-  ^  ^} 
cation  to  parliament.  His  Loiidsliijf  w^s^  open^  if 
he  thought  fit,  to  obtaici  redress  fVbm  the  laW 
courts  for  any  injuiy  he  might  have  suffered  from 
the  gross  and  Wanton  insult,  which  he  complained 
had  been  offered  to  him  by  Judge  Fox,  His 
Lordship's  object  and  plan  appear  to  have  been  to 
crush  the  Judge  with  the  resistless  arm  of  power* 
He  trusted,  that  his  influence  with  the  premiec 
would  give  them  sure  effect  Mr.  Pitt  was  too 
crafly  to  take  the  prpsecution  into  tUe  hanids  of 
Government,  i>ut  threw  it  upon  tlie  shoulders  of 
theMurquiSy  lest  the  failure  might  be  laid  to  the 
account  of  Ministers^.;  Of  this  the  Marquis  com** 
plained  in  the  bouse  of  Lords  with  some  degree  of 
petulance :  lam^titrg  his  own  inexperience  in  draw- 
ing iip  criminal  charges^/  he  applied  to  lord  Carle-r 
ton  to  aid  him  in  the  odious  task  of  crimination^ 
He  made  no  secnet  of  his  liavih^  assumed  .the  de- 
grading f\inction  of  providing,  collectih^/and  pren 
ferring  criminal  cfaarg&s  a^nst  the  leairned  and 
honorable  Jndge.  Fpt,  said  his  lordship,  f^  in  ad-) 
^*  ditibn  Xo  the  petition  of  Mn  Hart^  several 
"  other  clMirgejf  of  a  similar  nature  had  bce» 
'{  tradsmitted'  to  hihi,  couched .  hoWevfr  ift  mck 

*^  Mr.  Ftit  did  nt»t  s«mvQ.tibe  miuiyr.ddaya  and  diflicttUiea, 
iybich^eeil)ier,(nr«atcd  or  allowed  to  prev«nt  this  perplexin|^ 
matter  to  gOTernoiefit  being  brought  to  a  conclusioa.  Hi^  sue-' 
cesson,  asv^ill  bf  seen  bereaft^r^  thought  difierently  upon  the 
whole  matter,  and  the ,  Mar<j\iia  of  Abercorn  commanded  not 
that  confideiitial  influence  upon  their  cjonduct,  which  had  been* 
ysiUy  jBxercised  upon  that  of  Mr.  Pitt. 

VOL.  II,         •  ^   -I  ..;     >»^  - 
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V:  jeP'itiw»eaaMy;teieadithem  jjftck  fe^r  I«la^  %<h 
V  ;be  tjpiut  jiiitd  9Mfib  .'^egiDWl  of ^.3h?qfc.'Ji ;  Fori  th^f; 
amQiigHiJdtbef/rc&sptia-hQil  <ki|^nvqfli;Qf:;  bfjpg-i 
kg. the;. metier;  bf^td ^ MA  :htmM  :^wmgiJ\\9X 
Sefcfeion./:.  >  IVYhdn .  ^oa .  ia  .futu4«  idl^ > ibe  : prj^fet^fd 
hm  oh^f^Bt  igaiwt  iheri^  fht^\9f^4 

tlie/'refa|iitdbtiQQj6£faU  thb  tfl¥Mrg€§  ofl.l^!  otlicr 
iofonnqnts^ I  with  ciaa .^atigry; ^.st|Lt^Jletlt.^  kJ3 
oxnicgm'aepmfKi  l*hich:  ytns^,  ithat  Jujc^g^ ,-  Fp3f,[  Jbad 
grossly;  indi .  wanton^.  i;iiWttUfd>r  h«p  r  W^ '  l?«^4 
jMiUicIy . ,  ackuo!vl(jdcjd*  thafc  U?.  jb^jl  po  t^oiie ,  tQ  vq:^ 
aod  ainntoylhBri.  j.Tho  W!W^f4rsw#,  ^jyjlv9ffi'J.Qnl 

Judge;  Pbx^nnrece  iall  X)ii*iigtit|en .:  i  ai#l'jf  M .  |uu%tu- 
Bateitnan^  whQm;NJchpld%  Mpr^^^uW^?  ,>yjf|r,also 

Mr.  Pitt's     Ji^l>^:FiCtafa8«>li;jklle/ftal:i»fitcil wi^ilj^b  h^ 

e'^eVpi^badirfeeeiwii.iniiParJliaiilent:  sJiacfi  ;|^i§f . i^etufn.  ^o 
Srili^iSent^^e^  ABkUngtaabjicl^ffsc^^Botta 

ciyfltMUl  t^t  late!  efefcf ions ,  by^  ai\y  tre^i^ty.,  ini^- 
inc^^e  ric>((ifouiJcIhitDSQlfibonatraj«^d  tp  ex£rt^ii» 
]ll^t^nii^ihfh!ii9rt«(upointal}  the  membef8«i  wl)it3i4>)NHe4 
!^^  s«at]$t(d^h4«ij)aftM)ba^o)!(favQr;  tit^J9J.a^l)jm.  in  , 
opposirhg  Mr.  Pitt.  ^Though  he  could  brook  the 
fejiVfj^M  be*ffg  ttlspiaSned^  fe  ortiento  jrlsadinitMr. 
fkt\6  p^vver,^h'ecotrtdii(eithrft  ^fgive^BOT  forget 

J  vTi  T^*  .?ft^}ifir.  ^  ,^.^.^  ^  ^''^  ''^v  t>y  a  liefson  ^thigb'  lionrtuV  and 
unif;Rp|^aQl)ftj)|^  .veracity  preseiit  when  Morrison  was  tried,  that  a 
more  flagrant  case  of  marker  ww  ^ever  proved'Tiefore  a  jury  ; 
.  and  that  the  verdict  of  acquittal  raised  the  indignation  of  ivery 
unbit&ped  maji  in  court,  as  Well  ti^of  the  Judge. 
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tlian .  by,  bi^iprat^ry :  {n  ^jtli^j^^^^^e^  brtii  :w<w  i  relac- 
jtftnUy  i?oM§Uii4tte^  tQ.ftG^ng  iihQiMs9kMi  {o  Hhp 
Si^t0fM\y,  J[J«d/?rtbfiic<?|niUj)aiJoiiiQtf great  exier* 

Jifc  Kingvtv'^ii'tiito;  proj^gtt^  ,tbQ.,?^)Aiftqijent,  tte 

aivi  piiHmttfer|y;Uy  tb«few:f<>^>righ  im(iisrtei»  tjifea 
resklent  in  Lonclop.  .  Ja  iw  pai^tpf  tfc^/^pWcU  .was 

.9il?^rv€d„:^hat.rl^,iA/aJ€Rty.-rea4   wHlji'lMpruerustJ '• ;;    '* 
t;^reQtn?^;.'ftpd  JrnweSA/oC  voi^^c,  ^biit^m  furoii^g 
o\ier  tbfe  Jjeayes  ,of  tl^j^^ipfinM^Qiii^t^  .the ilaltteu rand 
gwater  jpa^t  of.  jth^ , spf ecit  ;Wjis  Qtnittecl  ,tQ,be jf ^d  :- 

of  PeCRS. ;  JfMtjJbewbolfiiJ^^ecl)^  4feiit  >vai5  iwAeiuI^<l 
to  iijye  bj^^n  .^idiv^e^y.Waftlifea^l  %  the  speaker,  .ajt 
<ibe,fcabif  fl!g  tJtp  l)9H^epf  c^l^^^JftR?!  9^  tl^^*»'  return 
tojtljpirofKa  cfeaji^i)^*,  .      ,,:   ^r    j.  >  i ;  . 

Three  weeks  elapsed  after  the  prorogation  ofKinggmto 
Parliaaieat  befguc  it  was  fovuHl;  advisable,  that,  his  ^'^^'*"'"^**; 
lUajesty  shoufd  take  th/t  benefit  "6f  the  sea  aii-  at 
Wiyniouth.  •  This  'tilrie  was  partitiilai  ly  devoted 
to  private  iiegoclatlons  for  tlie  adjustment  of  dif; 
ferexK^fS.Vtill  subsistipg  Jjetwe?^  .,tbe  bead^  of.  th^ 
Eoyal  family  .and  the  Prince 'dfiV^les,  and  ^thc 
most  piiactfcal  nieans  <t)f  iikluding  Iris^  Majesty*  to 
consult  his  health  by  withdrawing  himself  fi'om  the 
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.^^^•<gare^  and  buttheti  of  government  Tlie  day  of 
the  King's  intended  departure  for  Wcy mouth  had 
b^en  fixed  for  an  interview  between  hi$  Majesty 
and  the  h*ir  ap^rent;  it  did  not  however  take 
place;  On  that  day  the  Lord  Chancellor  Was  for 
some  hours  at  Carlton  house ;  •  and  it  is  not  lightly 
'  believed,  that  his  Lordship  was  on  the  occasion  so 
fearfuUyalarmed  at  the  Critical  state  of  afFairs,  that 
he  most  urgbiitly  pressed  and  supplicated  his  Royal 
-  Highness  tp  step  forward,- and  saVfe  the  fimpirc 
from*  destruction  by  accepting  the  sole  and'  un- 
limited Regency.  His  Majesty  relapsing  occasioii* 
ally  into  his  disorder^  expefieuc;^  some  benefit 
fi^om  his  excursioil  to .  the  sea  coiast.  ^ 
^Internal  Tlic  apprchensions  of  invasion  were  indurtri^usly 
counuP^*'^^P*'  "P  during  the  whble  summer.  The  govern- 
ment prints  Sedulously  Warned  the  public  against 
themachinations.of  the  French  party,'i^  \^hich  then 
prevailed  tbix)iighout  the  country.  Upon  this 
false  assumption  tliey  inveijghed  against  Fren^i 
tyranny  and  injustice,  and  with  mischievous  im- 
providence decrjjed  the  loyalty  of  the  native^ Irish: 
Thus,  they  justified  the*  expcnce  of  tfeeJf  public 
measures  of  defence,  and  affected  t€^  satlction  the 

I^Uepot-Uw^i^emdlMti^ioufifty'circulaled  by  Goi^e^Dmeiit,  tliat 
ti^e  Irish  agents  jin4  parties  in  Uie  l-^te- neb^lion  were  io^{gjh 
coBdClence  and  fatour  with  Napoleon.  He  was  '^jdd  to  ha^ 
appointed  the  General  of  division  Clarke  and  Arthur  O'Connoi;^ 
Commanders  of  the  legion  of  honour :  and  the  ijJeneral  of  Brigade 
O'Neil  was  made  a  in^mber  of  the  same  legion.  They  fuithet 
gate  iout  as  from  4uthd!-ity, .  th'at  a  Fl-ench  fleet  fail  =  oi  tfoops. 
4t^8^d  for  tb«  iiivaiHyn  vf.  irtlftod  had «iicap^d  out .of.Brest^.    . : 
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necessity-  of  mtenjal;  coercion.  The  encampment  of  ^  i804. 
111,000  mei^Qear  tlie  Curragh.of  I^ildarp,  con^istedj  ^^^ 
.of  regular  naUitja,  artillery,  British  hoj^e  artillery,, 
aad  a  vast  number  of  t:he.c<>n}mi$sariat^iul  driver's 
corps.  £^very  thing  bor§  the  c^ppe^aiice  of  active 
service.  The  Martello  Towers  and  4tber  defcnr. 
sive  works  were  foxwardfd  ,\yith  ;Mqus$iaI  ^nfvgy.) 
Mwy  persons ;  were  taken  into  ciistqidy  uqder  d^^- 
suspensionf  pf  the  habeas  mrpw^  and  the  ngor(aM»i 
treatment  of  the.  State  prisonerVw,hp  h*d  heqn  fof^ 
several  months  in  confinement^  was  sharpened* 
without  any  visible  or  known  cause.    : 

^Mf :  Jsmes  Tandy*  and  thirteen  other  of  the  principal  State  pi> 
sonersof  t^eifiirst  class/ aftthe^  wereHiM'attheCaiile^petfiioBed* 
the  Lard  Xietit.  ei»  tb^  1  nii-6fi  July  ^^04 »  andf  efter  hating  #)Kf« 
cified  many  of  th^  aeti»of  bai'barouacraelty  irifliete^npon  them;' 
as  sworn  to  in  the  King's  Behch,  they  coiicladed  in  these -words  ^ 
H  short  w  atpaiente  ti  imatmeni  roiher  cahttiated  fyr  ^untamed 
beasts,  than  f/idi.  They  assured  his  ExoelleJlby,  l^atlo  the  press-* 
ing  and  repeated  r^onstranees/whioh  they  had  presented  to 
Dr.Tk^or,  (the  inspector  o()  the  prisons^  against  the  harshness 
of  theiir  treatment,  they  had-  reoeived  a  formal  answer«  That 
it  had  not  only  the  sanction,  but  iisongin.m  the  a^ress- iir^tiont 
<{f  Lord  Ifardkviek's  GoterHnisni.  The  fii^t'petrtion  having  not 
been  attended 'to,  wa^  fbllowed  np^by  aii^cond  on  thel2th  o0 
August,  which  a^in  complained,  that  Ilrv  Trevor  executed  his 
office  in  a  manner  at  once  niean  and  inahcioas  <  and  pleaded  orders 
f rom  gfwemfnaU  for  their  rigorous  tresitment;  TheycciBiplaittedi' 
that  they  were  so  rednced^  by  theif  sufiMngs  •(nOt  merit^  by 
tTiem,  not'  necessary,^  ^e  Ottsiody^>' that  itheii*  lives  were 
become  of  no  value  and*  litefi^lly  Aibhrtbe*  to  ihem>  and  that 
tl>mFe  was  not  one  of  the 'petitioneMi  vfhbjrdm  tuany ;  concmriring 
circumstances  i^uid  noi  m  oaOid^lmre^dJirm  keli^qf  an  v^etamn 
to  deprive  thetfk  qflifs  hy  underhand  mems.  *  Several:  other  stale 
prisoners^  whoiiid  net  join  ia  those*  two  petitions  already  men* 


Mr.  Foster,  fo^t  WaSs .  s^fB   ^td   bi^ '^cW'  ipp6iiH!tAiiit ^ 4f 

cha™  of  the  Chttttcdlor  of '  tlie-ExfelieciMer.  *  Softii^fiiftteMldft  %ai» 

^^*^**'''  rfitWtfitd  thfe'poKceOf  DuWIh  mid  khtUti^Mdai^- 

et^f  <5ff  thfe pttA9»dT*offl  Want  of  tiioulafl*i)gtmeduiin 

G6*Wtoto'  COtftfcrf^'ciff  •  ikblitt  -wilfe  the iSheiiife 
\«»iAle*5-uJi<)iy.tfce  Se<i^tary  !^fe*EMah  Nepeaw/  to^tef 

tioned,  presented  8eptti'Atdl>ttUloiMi>iibeiLoi^dii4iriltei|91i^  siifir 
pent  letters  and  remonstrances  to  the  Secretary  and  other  confi* 

« iNgwPCHis  tf^fdm^AI  t»  M.  A.  M^rsf^QH.  '  Mr«  Tjandy; igurfch^f  joi^e^i 
in.aaokher  recAemtPalnce  oa  th^  i  ^tlij  ^d  a  mefiioci^l^oo;!^  97U| 
0f  Aqgusl/i  180%..  Hk'bad  Aba^iiil^^|p94  iata;a  pej:^D«9ji;cQKce;/i« 
f»»i1dence^inMtilh  -Mtv  JVfwEiidiQn,  iA.w^iQb^Jt^:ha4  .t^»?tfi;;^  .Ui 
inflict  pefsoimi  :0«9ligfUi(Mi  upon  tb^t  <Qec^tUipap>.  in  ^afi^  bo 
•b6u1dettrbe;8^|;  a|.Iib«r{y.  ,Jh^  llQwev^jD^  (not  Xhe  rest  orhii 
feUW.pn5oneiK8)  was  hber^^  frond  conivne^DOfit^t  pq  the,,! 3ih  a£ 
Septemb^!  (804pj  .qni^^^ititeritig  bs^ilbelG^re  Mr,  A^ernian ^ai^ier^ 
)ltnn(«eif ,  in  :)OUOl»  iait<i«l)is  twQ  «uriSJ^iift5aoU  ^cl)»  .^^^r^ Tatldy 
ii».SQpt..  1^9;  fMiUUh^d;  this  soUmn  i^fveruop.    J,Qk^ineii  m^ 

/tf|-l9to:rtfafl  fi^ih  ^  August,  lao^'ithli  jRig^t(HQBp;^b^jJc^ 
foslerr^il  £Mln  Xipeftnj  »M?i.  (SecW(ta^;y)  Lqj;^  Frplfford^ 
L9ixl(\^iscQ«QtiLoft«(ifiimd(tbe  |)i|^^;HoD^i;ahl^  IVfa^i^i^  f^jfi^g^^ 
fskl  icer?.appomt«d>ai)ci^^qHi  ia>Cflsn)nia^neK»for^9|eQUti^,i|;i^ 
offio&of  Trestouff^.t^  ktfii^Ma>iA«y^^;£xcbf^«nr  in  Ii^an4,},AS  >va^ 
Mrtr Foster  for  iha(^of6kuiceilQrol'tfafft^c)te^«6r<a«  ^ot  tti^-^c- 
0>nMiiodat)eteof'  thirOeii^cman  a  new  and«upert>»^t  ^of  ap^rir 
fnaqts  in  the  Castle  at  Dnblin  was  fitted  up.  ^ 
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filthy  stt-te  'df  *fKe  streets'' of ^I)tibirii/';the'ftiu&<J  ^i(%y 
by  'whidi^ie^p/Wfe'of  ieora  ahtf  6ther prdvislortJ  ''^''^ 
Nyasextrft4a^Ally>ianrf:-'«Jd'dretife8»,;ta 
ev<^y  kmdaf^kddHva'sS^utij^ctfea  'ftirm  the  w-auVb? 
silvev  fejoindg^;  ^tclkH^ci  iiritl^  ilie-grea'i'fn^crnvel 
niency •  sirffere^r 'fa.  'the'  pinTii^  si^eetiaftfiahM, 
from'  .\Vant  of  in •••avettue4?ora' ^'tie-street  t6 
Ship-street,  sioile'  tlib  dbsiA^  of  the  postern  tfastl^ 
Gate.    To  eaclr'subjedt  "of  eomplaiftt,''theyVfei'6 
assured'  '^^e^Hifrfcti^  wa.^  kcYaally  applying  ap'pfS- 
priat6'jr<»jrie(Hfc^':'  kti'd;  partifculariy,  that'  Hit  dteS  M 
th^"  WW  cbifta^'were-'heaiJlf  (Jpmptetedl''   i^oti 
wtthstinSmgp' the  ' lace'  of^tlite  "'country  trere  pe^i 
ftctffy'  qiiWt,'  utisurhiodhtabhi  flfflr'crftles^ofcfeifwed' 
in  cafVj'ih^-i^c^^ffilirt  thb  jltr^ifio^l-fb!rctPWH"a  , 

•VVi'thoi*  f81Ww?n#  'Miv' Pitt -'tiiixiWgri'ffife'l  fatal  int«»iaet. 
matfebf  ttk  cfeWiiiiental'polttlcsi  idffi<Jelt'ieo'*enSafk;  Sv,"12u: 
tTfat't'heii'>rffe«ipT^3f'weryfierce>jr  opposed  ibtf  rs^frf^  ^;^^. 
hafid  b*^  the- oW  'opposition  ih'ParlraAebt,  as" thlftiJ  **«• 
T«tifts'stiHJ>rfe^rttwith«htiieiSdi»4'UleriiisfcW!d^^^^^ 
to  hfe.  jterhaps  I^V^^atably  IrfiBcttteftl  hy  tfie  ;^n>pil«: 
The- ttcte«t  an4  'doilSdqlierices  .l4f.tHe'ifal$ciiief>Bt' 
oiiY'  Jrfb«!i!tu«rig'  'iiatanal'  filth,'  liiindi-'  and  ^\\m 
byMid'SiofciW^  ftirtl  eiplHi^'Of  tiieSj)ani»h'fr%fttt97 
as  theyAVerif  eritei-in^tddii;  fronaate  eaiitirtStTb)i^g;eJ 
bef6»fe''a*y  ^tkwtlonof'wttl'  'with  llist  I^<*ei<; 
are  'stili'Utlkno'w^'an^  j^hkpd'-ikninesfMifeU.'    Thd 
fataUty  of  all  Mr.  Pitt's  plans' aiid'jiAaBiirittnianiM 
fested  itself  as  regularly,  as  their  results  approached. 
He 'had  successively  inSulteii,  iiijureH  ortuineHaU 
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J^^  his  continental  allien  by  his  system  of  foreign 
'  "'  •  ■  policy ;  and  by  that  of  bis  home  system  he,  had 
Vpbraidecly  disappointed  and  revetted  Ireland  la 
irfetrieyable  degradation  through  the  union.  The 
Iri?h  Catholics,  whom  he  had  most  insidiously  fed 
with  piospect^  of  emancipation,  anticipated  in  his 
return  to  place,  the  efficient  power  of  carrying  that 
objee^  for  which  he  professed  to  have  abandoned 
his  official  situation.  They  now  practically  re- 
spited to  ^the  benefit  of  having  so  mas^  characters 
of\  eminence  pledgCjd  not  to  embark  in  the  seroice 
f^  Government  J  e^xcept  on  the  terms  of  Catholic 
privileges  being  obtained.  ,  Frequent  Catholic  meet- 
ji^f  w^ehoWjCn  in^  Dublin,  in  which  the  ge;&eral 
senf^  of  the.  body  for  petitioning  Parliament  for 
their  total  emancipation,  was  unanimously  resolYecL 
,  ,  Mr;;Pjtt  dreaded  nothing  :so  much,  as  tohave  Ahe 
sjpcerity  of  his  pledges  brought  under  discussion. 
iV&^Lovd  f  ingall  from  his  rank  in  life  and^more  from 
.  '  tfa^  amiable  qualities  of  his  m,ind,  was  known  to  pos- 
sess the  confidence  of  many  of  hi?  Catholic  country- 
mein,  Sir  Evan  !!^epeanwas  directed  through  his 
Xprdsbip  toa^ttcmpt  every  means  to  hold  back  the 
p^titjpn^^.  *  He  was  invited;  to  dinner,  frequently 
cloftfti^d  at.  t}ie  Castle,  and  more  sediilousty  courted; 
thai>  on  ^ny  former  occasion,  HoWever  hU  Lordship 
may  l^ve  bjeen  persmially  disposed  to  holdback, 
feW^  or  none  of  j^he  body  could '  Ije  induced  to 
postpone,  theii -petition. 

♦  Vide  Mr,,  JPitt's  ^nd  Lord  C^rnwallis' Pledges  to  Dr,  Troy 
and  Lord  Fingall,  Vol.  L  . 
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Some  time  after  his  majesty's  return  from  Wey-  ,^1^^ 
moutlv  the  conciliatory  meeting  with  the  PjinceMinwiew 
of  Wales,    which  had  been  intended   before  theti^^^^^^ 
Royal  departure  from  London,  took  place.  The  Earl  wng*i^*** 
of  Moira  and  Mr.  Fox  eminently  interested  and^""** 
exerted  themselves  in  bringing  it  to  the  desired 
conclusion.     Several  circumstances  bespoke  in  .his 
Majesty's  servants  at  that  time  a  systematic'dispd- 
sition  not  to  admit  his  Royal  Highness  to  that  unre- 
served, confidence  and  communication  between  the 
Sovereign  and  the  Heir  apparent,  which  the  un- 
checked workings  of  parental  tenderness  and  .f^li^ 
duty  and  affection  \yould  have  natyrally  proclucecl, 
and  which  it  \ya?  the  study  of  ev?ry  loyal  subject 
a«d  friend  to,  the  family  tp  promote,     One  of  the 
most  unequivocal  symptoms  of  that  unan^iable  and 
mischievous  projiensity  in  the  Ministers^  was  an 
attempt  to  set  up  the  harsh  claim  of  .a  legal  right 
in  thei  crown  to  deprive  his  Royal  Higbnesa  of  tlm ' 
care  and  education  of  his  only  child  the  Princess 
Charlotte  of  Wales.     Although  the  attempt  ulti-? 
mately  failed,  yet  the  advice  to  set  up  the  claim 
was  attended  with  much  unpleasant  discussion  and 
neggciation,  and  could  only  have  been  bottomed 
in  revolting  suspicioi!),  mistrust  and  disregard  for 
her  Royal  parent        .-. 

Mr.  Pitt  was  no*  insensible  of  the  rising  expec-  M-^ar^nf 
tations  of  the  Irish  Gathplics,  that  their  emancirtuecl'^o. 
pation  was  to  be  tlie  sure  eflBs^ct  of  his  return  tOutiowr** 
power.     Ill  proportion  to  the  failure  of  the  Minis- 
ter's continental  pl^ns,  did  the  Catholic  body  of 
Ireland  feel  their  own  weight  in  the  Imperial  scale  i 


, J'^^l?,    iifcr  Cinilil llleV  di vin6,'  that' m^ii  shouW ' ^miW  find 
,.  (heir  Way  to  the  cabinet,  ana  l>e  entius'tea'tt^lth 
;  <l)c  mns  of  Goveininent,  without  tmcient  pdwer 

to  cany  aniedsure/  which  tlicy  Had  pubUcfy'  pro- 
claimed to  be  of  indisjierisable  ti'el*essity»  and' vital 
importance  t()  the  safety  pf  Ireiandf  and  conse- 
quently of  the '^British  empire:  The  aggrandize- 
ment of  NajVoli^on  had  been  the  unvifyuio:  result 
of  i\lr.  Pitt's  iiiost  ^jSrominent  exertions  to,(?rush 
him;'  He  was  qiiietly'ind  solemnly  crowiieuEm- 
pevor  oV  ttie'lVenth  kt'Parl^  By  |'ope*'Pius"t^e 
Vlhli?  h'  ch'cmiistancV,  \vhich  Mr.  Pitt  with  his 
iisual  cranattempttd  tb;  c6nvert  Into  an'engine  of 
bbldijiiyt^  fhe^Callloli^*  'body;;  and  ah  opportune 
aiid  plaii^Me  dfyectibii  ^to  their  ^petition,  'which  hi 
spite  of  his  secret  manoeuvres,  through  Sir  pvan 
Nepean,  he  noW*  foresaw  would  be  brought  ibr- 
trartl.  '  llie'Giox'eVrjrileiitpaiyfrs  industriously  piib- 
H^haf,  ari;cl  s^lerd^*  domhiented  upoii'  a  memorial 
saitl  to'have  beetr  written  by  Dr.  ^f  *Xevii\  kt  Paris 
addressed  to  the 'Irish  'oMcers  of  the  several  conti- 
nental Pow^ris,  particularly  to  those  in  the  Austriaii 
service,  encouitrging  them  to  join  in  the  then  in- 
tended attempts  ta  liberate  Ireland'  from  the  bon- 
dage ind' thmldorii  of  England:  and  't>rodiliiii§ 
to  give  them  timely  notice  of  the  saifihglof  tire  ex- 
j>editions':*  hokling*  out  ample  rewards' tcr  tliAse, 
-  wlio  should  attend  to  the  cdl,  and  threats  to'  the 
fiimilics  6f  those,  \rho  should  neglect  itl  ^Tliey' 
asserthly  that  several  6F  these  members^  ^vith  IrstsJ 
of  the  otlicers^'to  whom  they  W€«te  addr^ssed^  were 
m  the  hands  of  (Gfoverftment*  With  the  likeVlev^ 
of  indisposing  the  public  to  the  Irish  question^ 
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wlif6h-'^HBif^\fk's^}li*  tfe"irtbutl/;of*¥%'  politjciab,'  J^ 
th^  iikfewffe^' piiWislkr  t'He  'papal  ^Ifo^y tion,'  "akf-" 
d*e8»ied7iiyi-.hisoH!olitte»s  td-  a  setnet  Qon»istory.  at 
Roiwe,"  dn!  IFire !  S9»h  <#^  Oetobei"  1804^ '  '\iiamt>^- 

tormi  tjie jpej^^iony.  ot. the  Imperial  coronation,. 
It .  «&.Ff?d  •;*(*< ••tU§ .  gr*titw46  .4w?!,  tp-,  ^'^afiplfpn, 
fbp -^iDamng  -  rd-eMabiUhed/  tlie-rOitholic   reHgioai 
irt  •  l^asbce-  by'-'tbe  cowcorjfe'/y'Brnce  which    he'' 
had  *  |xur'f^nh  'all';'  JJis^  iiiai6>l|:y^|to:  caD^e;^1t/  "td' 

otttHitJwit:,V<TOJ?>Kped:.  MatiQ»,.  r^qd- ,1«rI,„^^i'.  xf^. 
oeuU]^>8hewb^his  n^trMl  cnostiadijLieasf'fop^thd'iprDsni 

peHtj"  if  tlrat'  itl1^f<!>fl'''  it'  Jrtsb  ccftmfeed-Jdcmfii.- 
deiit'i^iXif/th'a's  •  tli&^'^Vfe'ii^oiial  :?fi:t'e^iv|^xi^  MXi  'the' 

tl)e  pulKHtatfon  '^  ^S  tMs?  Papai  •  ^ooutici^n) .'  and:  *  Uier 

6f  perioclicail  antl  ottie^-  puhlicatTohi  ui  tlife'  pay  or 

•  Xmongs!^  these' Upod.  conspicuous*  iiri**anonym6  zealpt  of 
no  mean  calibre,  as' a  scholar  ^na  writcfv^  tte^tbVfotisly  iirp- 
pressed  Sis  name  frorh  theyiibhV,  V<^ause^fi'e'^*na^'4yd^<i''asSer- 
X\^ti^,'tj}Jiic)iheknf^Jtohefaheqnd^  tie  brought  bfe'fdrc 

the.public>  for  the  pui; poises  of  the  party  anil  hft  partfc'iita[r  J»* 
troiv  the  ol'd  rn}aWi'y*y.5[)i>ji)uj^^  Sid'  \fie  liijf&tt^^^  tWca 
of  Sir  Ri'cSard  IVl^usgrave,*  comprc^ssed  intlJ  a'imJjfe'^olftalilb "size, 
and  adapted  to  more  refineil  palates  by*  a  spirited  and.riervous 
uiclion,  and  bottomed,  as jlne  title  purported,  on, an  event,  wliicn 
it" was  then  the. fashion aL'le  policy  of'lhe'cpurt  to  execrate  ahd 

decry .^  ..,..,'     ,,    ..  .      ,•  ;  •    t.  ,     .,..,,     ,•     ••  r     .  .  •■    •♦  •   ' 

TrW^ampiilet.Vas  intitulecl','  '•  A.  letfer  to  fir?  +rpy,'ii{uiaij^ 
'*  Archbishop^' ofiiubl lit,  on' the  coronation  of.  Bonaparte 'liy 

<^«one  Pius  the  Seventb^    4  ((ct^rf  mthout  a  name :  S/iQkesvfiir^ 
•»!.!  \''*;  "ii'  ^.••'    ^r   ,t  m1    iffy- ,  -./<  2:}:M:iifO>fi«  d  on.  oMii  ii-viiim  •► 
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^J^^  their  zealous  efforts  to  represent  the  imminent  dan- 
ger to  the  state,  which  this  close  connection  be- 

*^  hy: Mefancth4m."    At  the  close  of  his  letter,  hesiyfr  he  so 
subscribes  himsetf.  "  to  assume  the  name  of  the  mildeatiof  t|ie  re-' 
"  formers,  who  laboured  most  strenuously,  to  soothe  the  aoimosi- 
""  ties  between  the  Protestants  and  Catholics,  and  compose  their 
"  differences."    More  appropriately  would  the  writer'  of  that 
letter  have  assumed  the  tiame,  by  which  he  subscribed  hftH>ni  the 
literal  meaning  of  the^roek  words^  of  which  it  is  covoposcd, 
(^t^«^  black  and  x^M^dirt)  from  the  sable  tint  of  falsehood  and 
misrepresentation,  which  pervades  the  whole.     When  Melanc- 
thon  quoted  (p.  57.)  Dr.  Troy's  pastoral  letter,  that  the  qhurchls- 
nifalHble  in  her  doctrinal  decisions  and  canons  on  points  b^l^ith 
alidii[iora1s,aiid  therefore  that<the  Catholics  are  obliged  te-atdhere 
implicitly  to  such  decrees  aad  tanoasof:  the  church  aas^mlil^  .ia 
genei:al  caiincil  and  C9nfirttiecl  by  the  Plifpe  af  t^s  tof  £eiiijiy  he 
fgU  well  knew  both  ffpm  his  early  edupat^qn  and  ms^tiirer  expe. 
rience,  that  such  ever  had  been  the  Roman  patholic  dobtrine :  he 
eqiialiy  knew  the  t^nof  of  the  6ath,  wtiich  the  clergy  abd  laity  of 
the  Catholic  body  of  his.  countrymen  had  generally  taken  t  he 
imilt  therefore  kaxfe  mait  asacrtionks  v^hich  M  ^9^,  to  hefiiUe  cn^- 
grmmdlest,  ivhen  he  said,  *'  Tj\ese  genersd, councils  inculcate  as  a 
"  religions  duty  the  deposition  and  murder  of  heretical  sovereigns, 
"  the  nullity  of  baths  of  allegiance  to  such,  and  the  extirpation 
»*  of  heretics."*'  •  Ai^d  when  he  denounced  to'  Dr.  Troy,  whom 
hcj  addressed  as,  •'  the  depository  of  the  Papal  power,  the  accre- 
•'  dited  agent  exercising  the  l^apal  Authority  in  the  face  of  the 
"  lawsof  t^e  United  kingdom^''  that  "  never,  never  shs^Il  that 
**  unhappy  co^inti;y  know  peace,  while,  you  and  your  brethren 
"  preach  to  the  great  bed^r  of  CatJ)o}ics  the  doctrine  of  the  Pope's 
-•f  uAliinit^d  Sjupremacj  and^of  implicit  obeclience  to  the  see  of 
*•  R^n^l^i  »^  yo,U  nf>w  p^^aqh  it  '*    Well  indeed  is  be  entitled  to 
the  meed  of  conciliation  "  as  the  mikfest  of  reformers^  who  la. 
*'  bqured  most  strenuously  to  sobthje  the  animosities  between  the 
"  protestants  and  catholics, '*  (p.  86.^  who  on  the  eve  of  ,a  legis-' 
lative  decision  upon  the  vital  qdestibn  of  emancipating  the  ca- 
tholic populsuionpfj^elam^  ^ id  npt  hesitate  to  declare,  (p.  44'.) 
That  "it  is  to  the  ^eadly  mixture  of 'popery  drugged  atid  em- 
'^;,poisoned  with  such  satanic  perseverance,  and  so  incessantly 
"  inf6sej  Into  the  consciences  and  the  hearts/  and  the  very  life 
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tweeli  the  Pope  and  Na(K>l«oiifnu6t  infallibly  create  ,  **<*^- 
in  Ireland.  As  if  fhe^iaith  and  loyalty,  which  the 
Irish  had  for  conscience  sake  |>reserved  unconta^ 
minated  for  centuries^  M'ere  to  be  alteted  or  aban*- 
doned  by  the  conduct  c^  any  people  onXb^  contt^ 
nent)  's»9id  more  especiiiHy  of  an  iniplacable  and 
formidable  eEemy.  -    ;  '  . 

The  leading  part  of  tlie  Irish  catholics,  most  of  Proceedings 
whom  had  supported  the  Uj^uoh  in  plenary  confi- uiaii«.  ** 
dence  of  the  professions  iMiudd  by  Mr.  Pitt  and 
Lord  Comwallis  that  ^emancipation  would  imm'edi*^        .     . 
atelyfcrflow  it,  held  frequent  meeting^  in  Doblin; 
in  order  to  concert  the.  most  efficient  means  of 
rendering  available  Mr.  Piffs  disposition  to  favoi^ 
their  cause,  ^^high  they  fondly*  assumed  had  re-^ 
turned  with  him  into  po^eh     The  geneml  preci-^ 
pitancy  of  the  body  to  bring  Iflie  ininisterial  siu^- 

<*  blood  of  the  people  0/  thb  Is^dy  as  it  has  been  ancl  still  con* 
"  tiaoes  to  be»  tbUl  'we  lire  to  ascribe  the  extinction  of  every 
*  charitable feelui^ one towardsanoffaer^ alLthc miseries; th«t tVe 
"  ha\iejKt  long  saft red  as  a  naii^.aodtlial  we  are  yet  likely  to 
V  wiSet/*  A  modern  risader  will  not  peiliap9  follow  l^anclbtf^ 
Uiroogb.  the  dark  pages  of  the  history  of  ChariemagD^,  Kin^ 
Pepin,  Charles  Martel,  jtnd  Pope  Hii<iebr^nd, .  but  will  woiider  a^ 
his  aslurance  in  undertiking  to  |^to^e  Lord  Kedesdale  a  sound  di«^ 
vJDe,  a  ^^feudenl  politiciaAi  teld  a  -  eonsonitAflitei  iitaieafnad.  Be^ 
fore  McisHMJi^.  IL  JPishop  of  Meath,  (AntUony  Dbppiogs  in 
IdQS),.^*' pceaching  iM^foiie  the  goverbmeot  at  Christ  Churchy  ar* 
*'  guedj  that  the  peace,  (i.  e.  the  articles  of  Limerick}. ought 
^  not  to  be  observed  with  a  people  so  perfidious,  that  they  kept 
"  neither  articles  noif  oaths  any  longer,  th^ti  ^ak  for  their  in* 
''  terest.  And  the.  Bishop •<rf'M4?ath^s  fail^afiour  was  so  much 
"  resented  Xiy  the  Kiofp,  tl^t  hie  .wa|  pujt  i>at  of  theebonoiL" 
William  had  then  taken  |;be  coronation  oa^h  i^ithin  five  years, 
and  wished  to  be  tolerant  to  hia  Irish  catholic  ^subjects.     {Vide 


t|io^ ;  who.  ^^xe,,  fiftwsirtWfd, HOi iW.mqkt idUet% 
under. ; *he. io(H;iQI^6jji>Jfi.tlw .Qfi»ti6.»  :AniaiiigQUnir 
meat  .wafi  w.irtWWfl"US'pajEfj0d..fifQijiitliei>S4st  of 

logs  0fJ  theL<;itho,Uw  >K<ce!«f»dejwiftli  pi*bl}fiily^ 
and  were  particularly  watched.J[>|r;j9U,  <^)M>;.|Qpr 
posed  ti^ieir  Rl^ipi^f^Qntfptfpoipte.iQr  4nWr<e^.  ^..  r 
i/)rd  sd-       It  hqt^  .b^l«^(»ci  9iiser^rd;,|]^^X^fd;  Si4  wpujtb 
fll^nce* '""  ikyas  fp^rcpd  &i5nvflie  qjiWicil^i  by.-tbe 

JS^g/^*  indign^ntswsei  M?lMt^,fth«:,nMiftiv.bd4.i«KSr«ft5c4 
of,bift:ip<?fti|iper«i^jf  r»j6tt^heo^Mti(^  lOf  :a  ipjrimc 
Mioi««r.  Tlifi??redlHid.ffpprjt, ^fei^tMr. PiijtjiwQuW 
either  spfteftithe^i^idii^iot jUe  M^^^  miodji iW  lin 
defepcd  of  bib'  Q.w^' ;  Sin?ei;4l;j!  j  espo^ft  tQo,; ,bf ofldjy 
t]i^,4WV^t;^ring3^'of  .^$5Mg^  ^nc«5Mng:;tb0,  In$h 
quBstion^jdrAw  jti»r4i$j<cJm^utJ|),uijtOj^  fr^queft^ 
and  more  confidential  communications  with  the 
Sovereign,  than  was  usuat  of  fitting;,  ftatariy  otlier 
t,W,,hi§  ;n)a«$ity>^x^pftnjublfoa4yij?rS  *h(p^»W.  .pAf 
joy: «  He  \i?}a9;  aditiittednto^itie:  pvivafclefyoiwkkjdie 
.^  Kitt^;  iatid'  scioh  tfftW!  hiarfe'Pife«idm  of 'tKe^pttvm-* 
eilV  i^9  ;tF^^^'McV'et;p  .^f'^-^f^  ^^'^^^^^ 

gained  uppn'tljq  Royal  niind/^^t^^ 
'l^rcQUf^  of  ih€i:Aigi^i^l>adviys^r^  :^<^  f4^e<^2;pjiY^  .^^^ 
obs^rvjed^lo  »bat6^  .  iTh6  tinie  •bMwem>>4w:(!Mtbo^ 
lics^^  art^durtiniefit^ftbnl  'tfcd  '5lsft'*bf '  E^ect^mbct'  tb 
tTid;  *l&rli    of  February  '^vaS*  fb,  tlieril  a  .  pferipd'  'of 

of..gQtivity^j.fi?epjtrati(mk/:aid<|«sKpedrtfflte^/v  VYUbin 
tliat?«horb  ]^a<!c  %fi  ie»8  4li2H|iJt«ro'*ra*n*hfe,^*every 

rtatte?iv^iVWbii^Wit1icr6rdflife^IrtT^ 


or  British  pyl^Uq  tJiat.qouW,,teud  to.  freate  jw^pi%  W^ 
cion,  dj^Aist.  .fifld  clrpod  of  tl^eliisli.  ,  Mr.  Pitt 
equally  averse  from  being  pressed  to  render  a  pub- 
lic accoant  of  Im  conduct  io  seceding  upon  tlhe. 
Irish  questton,  and  of  ■  his  pletlgies  as  to  tine  sarnie 
subject  on  his  return  to  power,  importuned  the 
King  to  allovvJiip  pnce more  to  ret^r,^  from  office; 
and  about  the  10th  of  February,  he. gave  in  a 
written  redigtiation,  which  his  Majesty  was  ad- 
vispd  not  to, accept,  from  that  hoiir,  tuitil  the 
fioal  defipat  pf  thjQ  Iri$.h  qatli^lip  petition,.  Mtv  .£itt 
and?  Lord'SidmoU'th  agr^d  Jike  Pblfttei.aiad  Hetfod: 
atid  dtitibg-that  perit)d  «he^<56cifpt*(>h  between  lord 
GreriyiTle  arid  Mn  Fox  W^s  established.  '   '    '  "    ' 

l^xi  M^J^sty's  .s,pe.e.cli  to*  th^.  l^arliacnenjt,^n  itsopenm^ttf 
Qpewilg.Qii,.  tiipi5i,h<)f  Jf^iuiafy  5tMdi<w%v4V9i^^^  Kingr'""" 
even' oblique  refepdnce  to  Ifelind.     It  alluded  to"*^^^ 
the  protnpftf'  aiid  | decisive  'iheasures*  that  he  h^A 
been  coriipellecl  to  take-  in  order  to.  guard  agairist 

tbe.#ect§,  p^  UostilUy ,  um  ?^W'^f?t .  ^^^  ^'^.^^r.  i^ 
eonse^eDceuoff  Oe.  r«fuMl  »£  a  saiistiikctojy  ^xpU->>; 
natioit,  the^BH'Mh'TOimster  had  cfuit^ed  Madrid^ 
aiid  Wiir  'had'be(!!ii  d'^da'fed  "agairist  Great ^BritaiTi 
by .  ^pain,^!,'!^ttVb^^^^^^  that  the  yoiictuct  of  the 

Fr^niftlv  |Q(H^i3WVeni.hail,.  }^eien.4?i'^rkpd;,b>'.  tlie  utr.         , 
moi^  tioietiGeifm(i  o«it7£lge,  mot  withsf  ami  in^ .  vv;Uich     . 
his  Majesty  hiadt^^n^y  received  '^'^^MirrtHinrcat 
from  It  "containing  prdfess^^^^    of  a  p^dflc  disposi* 
tiont  /  ^^  wi)icb^  4V9t\vithstandiug  lij§  eArncst  d.e- 

•  The  taking  and  sinking  of  the  Spanish  fn^ale?. 
t  In  order,  to  give  the  reader  somj  ynequi vocal  proofs  of  Mr.  ' 

I*jU'«  poy^^Ti  as  a.  stales»an,  in.tie  loe^t  mature  je^r  »f  his*e>? 
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^^^  sires  for  the  blessings  of  pe^ee,  he  bad  not  thought 
it  right  to  enter  into  any  more  particular  explana- 

perience,  we  submit  this  trait  >  of  his  political  conduct,  which 
sabseqiient  events  have  more  explicitly  diftclosed  ia  our  relafeioiis 
to  France »  Spain,  and  Russia.  The  following  is  a  translated 
copy  of  the  communication  of  the  pacific  tendency  alluded  to  in 
his  Majesty's  speech,  with  the  official  answer  ;-?- 

"  Sir  and  Brother, 

^     '*  Caljed  to  the  throne  of  France  by  Providence,  and  by  the 
suffrages  of  the  people,  and  by  ihe  army,  my  ^rst  sentiment  i^ 
3  wish  for  peace;     France  and  England  abuse,  tfaei^  prosperity  ;" 
they  may  Contend  for  ages;  but  do  their  governmenU  well  futfil 
the  most  sacred.of  their  duties  ?  and  will  not  so  much  blpo^  s^ed 
uselessly,  and  without  a  view  to  any  end,  accuse  them  in  their/ 
own  consciences^?.  I  consider  it  as  no  disgrace  to  make  the  first 
stf  p.     I  have,  I  hope,  sufficiently  proved  to  the  world,  that  I  fear 
iHHie  of  the  chances  of  war ;  it  besides  pfesenta  nothing,  that' I 
need  to  iear.     Peace  ia  the  wish  of  my  heart,  but  war  has  never 
been  contrary  to  nfy  glory.     I  conjure  your  Majesty  not  to  deny 
yourself  the  happiness  of  giving  peace  to  the  world,  nor  to  leave 
tbs^t  sweet  satisfaction  to  your  children ;  for,  in  fine,  there  never 
was  a  more  favourable  opportunity,  nor  a  moment  more  favour- 
able  to  silence  all  the  passioas,  and  to  listen  only  to  thie  aeati** 
n)ents  of  humanity  and  reason*    This  moment  once  iost^  what 
)>eriod  caivbe  assign^  to  a  war^  which  all  my  efforts  will  not  be 
able. to  terminate^  Your  Majesty  has  gained  more  within  ten 
years,  both  in  territory  and  riches,  than  the  whole  eiCtent  of  £a- 
rdpe ;  your  nation  is  at  the  highest  point  of  prosperity^  vrhal  caiv 
ii  ho))e  from  war  ^  To  htm  a  coalithoa  of>  some  poweirs  of  the 
cpntineiit  ?  The  continent  will  remmn  tran^ail;  aooaiitioitcatt  . 
only  increase  the  preponderance  and. continental  greatness  of 
France.     The  time  is  past  for  renewing  internal  troubles.     To' 
destroy  our  finances?  Finances  founded  oii  fiourishing culture' 
can  never  be  destroyed.    To  take  from  France  her  colonies^ 
The  colonies^ire  to  France  only  a  secondary  object;* and  does 
not  your  Majesty  already  possess  more,  than  j'ou  know  how  to 
preserve  ?  if  your  Majesty  would  but  rcftect,  you  must  perceive** 
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tion  without  previous  communication,  with  those  ^^^^ 
powers  on  the'coiititwni),  with  which  he  was  en- 
gaged in.  eonfitftf  A  tiaV  intercourse  anct  connection,    ^ 
with  a  view  to  that  impmt^ul  object,  and  especially, 
with  the  Emperor  of  RusMa,  wlio  had  given  the 

that  the  war  5s  wUbout  an  object;  withoat  any  presoonisibl.e  re*. 
salt  to  yourself.  Alasi  yf\vaX  a  ooelHiicholy  pjospect,  to  caiusa 
two  nations  to  %bt  for  th^  sake  of  fighting  !  The  world  is  suffix 
cienlly  large  for  our  two  nations  to  Ive  in,  ajid  reason  sufficiently" 
powerful,  to  discover  the  means  of  reconciling  every  thing,  when 
the  wish  for  reconciliation  fexists  o*i  both  sides.  I'  have,  however, 
fulfilled  a  sacred  duty,  and  one,  which  is  pfecioms  to  my  heart. 
Itmstyour  M|^sty  will  believe  in  the  sincerity  of  my  seDtiinents, 
and  my  ^isb  to  give  vou  every  proof  of  it. 

,'  ^  ''  NAPOLEON> 

/'  Ifis  Majesty  has  receiyed  the  letter,  which  has  been  ad-» 
dressed  to  bim  by  the  head  of  the  French  O  vernment,  dated 
the  24  of  the  present  month.  There  is  no  object,  which  his 
Majesty  has  mope  at  heart,  than  to  avait  himself  of  the  first  op- 
portunity, to  procure  again  for  bis  subjects  the  a«lyantages  of  a 
peace  foanded  on  a  basis,  which  may  not.(>e  incbnipatibl.e  witli 
the  permanent  security  an?l  essential  iiitfjrests  of  his  stales.  Hi^ 
Majesty  is  persuaded,  that  this  end  can  only  be  attained  by  ar- 
rangements, which  may  at  the  same  time  provide  for  the  future 
safety  and  tranquillity  of  Europe,' and  prevent  the  recurrence 
of  the  dangers:  and  oalaciritieB,  ip  which  it  is  involved.  CoQ- 
forpifi^yxo  tbts  s^tirt^nt  his  Majesty  fefels,  that  it  is  impossible 
fcrhim  to  answer  .mpre  particularly  to  the  overture,  tl\at  has  been 
made  him,  till  he  has  h^d  tin^e  to  communicate  with  the  powers 
of  the  continent,  with  whom  he  is  engaged  in  confidential  con- 
aesions  and  relations,  and  particularly  with  the  'Empi>ror  of 
Riini9k,  .who  bn^  %\va^  the  ftrongest  proofs  of  the  wisdqm  jind 
etevation  of  the  sentimeii^  with  which  he  is  anhnated,  and  the 
lively  interest^  which  he  takes  in  the  safety  and  independence  of  ' 
Europe. 

(Btgned)  "  3VH>LGRA¥E.'* 

you  H*  '    -  D  *  • 
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,J^^  strongest  proofs  of  the  wise  and  dignified  senti- 
ments, by  which  be  was  ammated.  . 
inTanfa"^     When  the  Parliament  had  been  convened  a  week, 

mcnt  on 
Iriiibaffiiirs. 


in  Parlia- 

nienton     Lord  Sulfolk  Called  the  attention  of  the  jPeers  to  a 


motion,  which  he  had  intended  in  the  last  session 
to  submit  to  them  respecting  the  situation  of  Ire- 
land. He  gave  them  that  early  notice,  that  he  had 
not  relinquished  his  intention  :  many  circumstances 
had  since  happened,  which  encouraged  him  to  per- 
severe in  his  design.  As  however  it  would  soon 
\)t  known,  whetlier  the  Irish  Catholics  would  or 
would  not  petition  Parliament,  he  should  await  the 
result  of  their  determination,  and  of  their  petition, 
should  they  present  it.  He  knew  not  ho#  t6  anti- 
cipate its  rejection,  because  he  could  not  bring  his 
mind  to  imagine,  that  it  would  be  opposed  by  a 
^minister,  who  had  given  a  solemn  pledge  to  use  his 
best  and  incessant  endeavours  in  support  of  the 
measure,  which  he  was  anxious  should  be  submit- 
ted to  their  Lordships  ;  more  especially,  when  here- 
collected,  as  their  Lordships  would  also  recollect, 
that  without  the  influence  of  that  pledge  and  promise, 
that  minister  could  never  have  succeeded  in  bring-- 
ing  about  the  Union.  In  the  commons  Mr.  Fos- 
ter presented  petitions  from  the  Protestant  schools, 
and  other  similar  institutions,  for  which  several 
sums  w^re  voted  as  usual :  he  also  gave  in  the  esti- 
mates, which  were  afterwards  granted  uqder  the 
Dublin  paving  bill.  Several  interesting  debates 
passed  in  the  commous  upon  Sir  Evan  Nepean*s 
motion  for  suspending  the  habeas  corpus  act  in 
Ireland,  which  he  proposed  to  extend  to  six  weeks 
after  the  commencement  of  the  next.^ssiqi>  of 
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^arHafn^nt  *.  He  and  Mr,  Pitt  urged  as  the  grounds  '^^j. 
for  that  harsh  measure,  that  there  were  then  at 
Paris  committees  of  United  Irishmen,  who  com- 
municated with  traitors  in  Ireland  upon  the  most 
efficient  means  of  effecting  the  invasion  of  that 
country ;  and  when  the  house  considered  the  hu- 
mane and  just  character  of  Lord  Hardwicke,  they 
would  with  plenitudr  of  confidence  deposit  that 
extraordinary  power  in  his  hands.  Mr.  Fox  on 
the  other  hand  warmly  replied,  that,  the  character 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  was  immaterial.  The  con- 
stitution taught  him  to  be  jealous  of  granting  ex- 
traordinary powers  to  any  man  ;  and  if  there  were 
a  possibility  of  their  being  abused,  the  mild  cha- 
racter of  the  man,  in  whom  they  were  to  be  vested 
was  the  worst  of  arguments.  If  the  powers  were 
not  necessary,  they  ought  not  to  be  granted  :  and 
if  necessary,  and  the  Lord  Lieutenant  were  not  fit 
to  be  entrusted  with  them,  he  ought  to  be  re- 
moved. He  never  had  heard  eien  from  Mr.  Pitt 
in  the  whole  progress  of  his  hostility  to  freedom 
and  the  constitution  of  England  more  dangerous 
doctrines,  than  those,  upon  which  he  rested  the 
nei^essity  of  that  measure  of  extreme  severity.  Ho 
had  alleged  no  other  reason,  than  rumour  and  re- 

*  Sir  JohD  Newport  warmly  contended,  that  there  was  no 
necessity  for  that  harsh  measure,  and  ptx>po8«d  the  following 
^mendiDent,  viz.  '*  That  a  Committee  of  21  members  of  this 
"  house  to  be  choienT)y  ballot^  be  appohited  to  take  into  con^^ 
**  lid^ration  such  documents,  as  shall  belaid  before  them,  and 
"  report  their  opinion  to.  this  house*  whethj^r  the  measure  now 
*'  proposed  be  rendered  necessary  by  the  circtunstances  of  tbo 
"  country."  ^ 

pi 
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;J^^  port  of  what  was  passing  at  Paris;  for  taking 
away  the  constitution  of  ^  country,  which  iti  the 
same  breath  he  admitted  to  be  generally  tranqtiil 
and  loyal.  It  had  been  admitted  on  all  hands; 
that  Ireland  was  at  that  time  as  peaceable  as  any 
county  in  Ehglaxidl  Why  not  then  as  UreU  sus- 
pend the  constitution  in  England  ?  If  it  were  to 
be  thus  regularly  suapended  year  after  year  in  Ire- 
land at  the  will  of  the  minister,  tlrere  was  aft  end 
of  the  freedom  of  the  f:ountry.  He  emphatically 
warned  the' house  not  tamely  to  surrender  tlid  li- 
berty of  the  people  into  the  hands  of  government 
without  cause,  without  enquiry,  and  without  hesi- 
'jation.  Fifty- fbur  only  out  of  213  nienibtts  op^ 
posed  the  measure*.'     ,  *  ''^  ' 

'    *'  In  Itliis  debate;  Mr.  Fox  afluded  to'Hie  scv/ere  trcJAiient  ti^ 
Mr.  To&dStites,  ^ha  had  been  16-  months  confified  nHd^r:  iht 
fluspensioti  6f  the  habeas.  co)jm8  act  ^t  C^rk;    Sir  E^fif  N^^e^an 
eiBcfiaUy  assureil  Mr.  F^x,  ^that  he  bad  been  mismformed,     I( 
>vAS  much  the  fashion  for^jgentlemen  connected  with  ministers  to 
speak  of  Mr.Todd  Jones  as  ofa  public  delinquent,  because  he'had 
fallen  under*  the  suspicion  of  goV^rnrDent.     He  aderwards  ob« 
iftioed  »  verdict  fon  2^,5001.  dan^e^^  in  an  actio*  aga'iwt.BeN 
oaAl  Sb^Wi  &q.  for  having  jibelled  him.     lie^certainly  eve^  wa« 
^n  active  and  stauAch  friend  to  catholic  emaacipation  and  parlia^^ 
mentary  reform :  sufficient  reasons  for  becoming  air  object  of 
fjuspJcioa  and  peiisecution.    The  three  |n^h  members,  who  «p^kd  ^ 
mo&t  strenuously  /or  the  suspension,  were  Mr.  Ba^ell,  who  d^- 
^         fcribed  the  violent  ancl  9utragi;ous  proceedings  of  isome  turbulent 
meii  io  Tjpperary^  yi^q  b^  persecuted,  and  even  aiurderej 
persons,  that  p^id  advanced  rents^  for  farms  to. the  prejudice  of 
'  .  ^      'the  old  occupiers. '  Lqrd.  de  BlaquUre  urged  as  a  reason  for  the 
f^^uspensioA*  the  fre<|.uency  of  informers  being  assassioated  :  2un4 
instanced  the  case  of  od6  Healy^  who  had  been  sent  to  £!ondoi\ 
by  Government,  after  be  had  <k>d({ed  his  ieformation,  and  was 
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Irelapd  in  the  mean  time  was  loyal  and  tranquil     ^^^5. 
in  spifce  of.  the  dispersions  and  calumnies  of  the.Ke«:oi;,.ion» 
hired   writCFS,    and   the  oinsupported  charges   of  t^Mi^meet- 
.  some  of  the  ministerialists  in  Parliament.     On  th^"'* 
J<Jth  of  Febr.uary^,  according  to  adjournment^  9» 
nuiperous  meeting  gf  the.Rprpatji  Catholic  noble-, 
men,  gentleinen,    and,  roerchante  W4s  convened 

murdered  in  Piccadilly  the  very  night  of  his  arrival ;  and  Dr. 
jbuigenan,  who  claimed  credit  from  the  house  for  the  following . 
general  assertions :  ^hat  the  county  of  Ttppefarjr  was  disturbed 
by Qoetarnaiseiixches  forarns;  thattheconnty  of  Carlqw^wa^ 
<be  scejie  of- frequent  noctuf^-nal  p^e« tings,  as  was  Lnnehck^ 
and  the  city  of-  Dul^lin  was  cinder  the  necessity  of  being  pa. 
troled  every  nighty  from  the  multitude  of  d^ngerous^Consptracies 
dnd  assassination  plots  l  centinels  were  shot  dead  and  mnimed  pn 
ih«ir  s*tiMids>'and  iComoMtteefi  weReiomied  for  syBtematlcing  as* 
sfssinalioix.  T<?e  pi^mbir*  for  the  respecjire  places,  \n  Y(\mk 
tbe  poctor  laid  hi^  charges,  ivere  present :  aj)d  not  one  pf  ^them 
durst  rise  in  sjuppor^  of  his  veracUy.  Lord  Temple  an«i  Mr.  Hut- 
chinson deprecated  the  mischievb.us  consequfiices  of  ihns  tra- 
ducing and  libelling  the  Country.  Lord  Temple  most  judiciously 
Gomplainedi  th«it  if  t^is  bead^ron  of  inic^itias  were  trur,.th« 
learned  D^t^r  shoul4  iiave  giye'n  notiqe  tp  tbje  muveF  of  the  ad- 
dress on  the  King's  speech,  who  had  eminently  displayed. the 
tranquillity  6f  Ireland,,  in  order  to  have  prevented  him  from 
carrying  false  statcWienls  to  the  foot  of  the  Vbl-one.  If  half  of 
^hatthe  l^rned  Doctor  had  asserted  were  true,  minieters'  wort 
oritninal  indeed 'in  pertnittih^  bis  Magesty  JU>  i;lose  tjie  Iast.&n4 
ppen  Ihe.pne^en^  s^of^jqf  Papliamem  without  a  word  said  lup^^ 
the  subject.  Jf  i^o  evidence  could  be  procured,  a  message  at 
l^aal  from  bis  Majesty  inight  have  laid  a  parlmmeniary  j»roond 
for  discussing  the  iweaisuve.  'Mr.  Dawson  in  ©pposing  the  sus-4  , 
Teiwio^n,  observed j  tliat  Vf  there  existed  aaiy  necessky  ^r  so 
iarsh  ameamireu  it>as  imppssible  to  beliete,  thHt  there  f^ojql^ 
/UQtjhaye  been  goxx|e  o(&Qial  in timatioQ  or  recommendation  of  jl 
from  the  Lord  Lieutenarnt  ,   ^ 
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,J^^  in  Dublin,  at  which  they  unanimously  entered  into 
the  following  resolutions.  J ».  That  the  Earl  of 
Fingall,  the  honorable  Sir  Thomas  (now  Lord) 
French,  Sir  Edward  Belle w,  Counsellor  Dcnys 
Scully,  and  Mr.  Ryan  should  be  appointed  as  a 
deputation,  to  carry  into  effect  the  undermentioned 
instructions ;  and  that  the  other  Roman  Catholic 
Peers,  (of  whom  Lords  Gormanstown  and  South- 
well were  then  present)  should  be  requested  to  ac- 
cede to  the  deputatioti.  2^  That  the  petition  pre- 
pared by  the  Catholic  committee,  and  reported  by 
Lord  Fingall  to  that  meeting,  should  be  then  signed 
by  Lord  j^ingall  and  the  other  Catholic  gentlemen, 
^nd  that  the  above-mentioned  deputies  should 
present  it  to  Mr.  Pitt,  with  a  request,  that  he 
would  bring  it  into  Parliament ;  authorizing  hini, 
if  he  should  feel  himself  precluded  by  strong  rea- 
sons from  supporting  the  petition  at  that  moment, 
to  state,  that  they  would  not  press  for  the  imme- 
jdiate  adoption  of  the  measure  prayed  for.  And  if 
Mr.  Pitt  should  decline  introducing  it  under  such 
circumstances,  that  then  they  should  procure'its 
introduction  by  such  other  member,  as  should  seem 
inost  eligible,  with  authority  to  such  member  to 
inake  the  like  declaration  in  the  like  case  of  his 
Majesty *s  Ministers  declaring  themselves  precluded 
from  affording  their  support  at  that  inpment 
tiSsTa  nst  Powerful  applications  were  niade  to  Trinity  Col- 
the  catholic  lege,  Dublin,  to  procure  a  petition  from  that  les^rn* 
•  "*  ed  body  against  the  prayer  of  the  Catholic  petition 
to  the  two  houses  of  Parliament.  Their  liberality 
prevailed  over  the  intrigues  and  importunity  of  h\^ 
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gotry  and  intolerance.  The  critical  combination  ^f^ 
of  circumstances  attending  the  discussion  of  the 
catholic  question,  most  glaringly  betrayed  the 
weakness,  and  exposed  the  duplicity  of  Lord  Hard- 
wick'e's  government.  He  had  been  selected  from 
the  mass  of  peerage,  as  the  best  qualified  to  resist 
the  emancipation  of  Ireland,  under  the  insidious 
mission  of  reconciling  her  to  thraldom.  The  or- 
dinary manoeuvres  of  the  Castle  upon  Lord  lingall, 
and  other  leading  men  of  the  catholic  body,  to 
induce  them  to  hold  back  their  petition  had  failed. 
His  Lordship  could  not  consistently  with  liis  duty  to 
his  employers  back,  countenance,  or  recommend 
their  petition,  however  just  the  claims,  however 
worthy  theclaimants.  He  now  stood  doubly  pledged 
to  oppose  the  welfare  and  felicity  of  Ireland,  by 
playing  the  same  part  under  one  Minister,  who  had 
declared  the  measure  essentially  necessary  for  tlie 
safety  of  the  Empire,  as  he  had  under  another, 
who  professed  it  to  he  destructive  of  the  constitu- 
tion. The  deception  was  to  be  henceforth  en- 
creased.  Hollow  profession  and  adulation  had 
'  ceased  to  misguide  any,  but  the  few,  whose  weak-  - 
ness,  vianity,  or  interest  rendered -them  contempt- 
ible to  the  body  at  large.  Under  the  British  Mi- 
nister's assurance  of  a  decided  majority  against  the 
question,  the  Irish  Viceroy  affected  to  favour  the 
Catholic's  application  by  discountenancing  counter- 
petitions,  as  encroaching  upon  the  freedom  of 
parliamentary  debate.  He  was  sensible  in  this  dif-  - 
ticult  situation,  that  he  could  lay  no  claim  to  sin- 
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1805.  cerity  without  actiqg.  An  examjle  was  to  be 
made  :  and  the  exptiiment  was  singul  r. 
Mr.Gif-  Mr.  John  GilTkrd,  wlio  has  before  been  noticed 
StiontoSefor  his  envenoiued  opposition  to  the  plaims  of  his 
Sii^**n.***^^^^^hoHc  countrymen,  had  long  possessed  on.  that 
merit  a  predominating  influence  in  the  corporation 
of  Dubhn.  In  reward  of  his  unabating  fervor  for 
the  Protestant  ascendancy,  he  had  been  22  years  in 
the  enjoyment  of  the  lucrative  office  of  surveyor 
^nd  gauger  on  "the  Custom-house  quay,  Dublin, 
There  is -no  question,  but  tlvat  some  general  indis- 
tinct, and  not  very  consistent  intimation  from  the 
L(ird  Lieutenant  had  gone  forth  into  circulation, 
tliat  he  wished  no  marked,  much  less  virulent  op- 
position to  be  made  by  any  corporation  to  the  ques- 
tion iheft  pending  in  Parliament,  which  his  Excel- 
lency was  by  pledge,  iiistruction,  and  principle 
engaged  to  resist.  Mr.  Gifikrd  was  lieedless, 
though  not  unapprized  of  this  temporizing  ma- 
noeuvre of  th^  Lord  Lieutenant.  He  acted  consist- 
ently with  his  long  avowed  professions.  Aware, 
that  he  then  conmianded  the  sympathies  of  the 
corJ>oration  of  Dublin,  he  played  the  undaunted 
hero  on  his  ow:n  nrena.  On  the  26th  of  April,  at 
the  Easter  quarter  assembly,  Mr.  Giftkrd  reminded 
the  Sheriffs  of  one  of  the  most  important  duties 
they  had  to  perform.  They  were,  in  fact,  driven 
to  the  dire  alternative,  whether  they  should  for  the 
next  year  have  Protestant  Sheriffs,  or  a  popish  ma- 
gistracy, to%\x^\^o\ti\\t  Protestant  ascendancy.  He 
pressed  upon  them  the  imperious  necessity  of  put- 
ting to  every  candidate  for  the  high  and  impor- 


Adfninisiratio\i  iffE.  Hardwkke  under  Mr.  Pitt.  41 


1805< 


taat  office  of  SUeaiff.  a  probatioHary  test  to  exert  ^^ 
histituiost  energies  to  oppose  the  petit  ioq  of  the  • 
Roman  (^holies  to  be  relieved  irbm  grievances 
and  disabilities,  which  (he. roundly  asserted)  had 
DO  existence.  He  lau^-clied  without  check  or  dis- 
ci^tioii  into  eveiy  infliafiiraable  matter,  tluit  wa* 
likely  to  acuminate  the. Anti-Catholic  passions  of 
his/audience  from  the  walls  of  Derr3r  to  the  bara 
of  Scullabogue,  lie  even  attempted  to  excite 
their  sympathies  for  bheir  violated  wives  and 
^laiigl  ters  :  crimes,  af  which  even  the  slanderous 
Musgrave  has  acquitted  the  rebels.  Upoo  these 
oHjservations  he  epj^rafted-thi^e  resolutiom,  which 
were  carried,  agarnst  only  three  dissentient  voices, 
namely,  Mr.  Steveps,  Mr,  Hutton,  and  Mr.  Semple. 
1^.  That  the  assembly  beheld  with  sorrow  ai^ 
•occasrwn^  for  t4ieir  iajlerftrence  in  objections  against 
demands  madle  fn  a  petition  then  before  the  Impe- 
rial Parliament  from  the  Roman  Caitholics  of  Ire- 
land,  which  if  yielded  to,  would  subvert  the  Con- 
stitution, and  militate  against  every  tprivile^iC  hi- 
therto maintained  dnviolable   by  our  ancestors*. 

"•  This  first  resolution  was  w^mly  debated  by  (he  dissentients. 
Mr.  *Giffard's  reply  on  that  occasion  proved,  that  he  was  more 
deeply,  initiated  into  the  myslerites  of  the  system^  than  those, 
who  had  .to  play  the  part  of  mock  support.  It  was  not  then  ia 
his  contemplation,  that  his  arguments  against  Catholic  eraanci* 
palion,  wo\ild  'in  the  short  space  of  £hree  years  be  the  conditi- , 
onal  grounds  Tor  their  professed  friends  advocating  thit  -measure 
in  a  mture  ParliameTit.  Little  was  he  aware,  that  (he  objectibri 
*  raised' to  foreign  ^nomination  under  George  HI.  was  but  ^  reviv^ 
of  HK»nry  VIIl's  rejection  of  the  spiritual  jurisdiction  bf  the  See 
^f  Rtfme. '  TbeTiew  fangled  terms  of  negative  and  positive  veto. 
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\m,     2«^  That  the  Citholic  petition  was  at  that  time 
peculiarly  ungra<:iou9,  wliilst  the  horrors  of  the  last 
10  years  were  so  strong  within  the  public  recollec- 
tion sand  feeling.     3^.  That  a  committee  of  five 
be  appointed  to  draw  up  a  counter  petitionto  the 
legislature  to  protect  the  Constitution  against  the 
inroads  intended  to'  be  made  by  the  petition. 
wr.  Gif.   /     i^|.^j   Hardwifcke  anticipating  the   ease,   with 
mrtsai  from  which  the  victory  would  be  gained,    considered 
•  that  the  sacrifice  of  one  man  might  in  the  eyes  of 
many  keep  up  the  semblance  of  conciliation,  dis- 
missed |Vlr,  Gifiard  from  his  situation.     The  cir- 
cumstance was  represented  and  felt  variously  by 
the  opposite  parties.     Few  at  the  time  reflected, 
that    the    Lord   Lieutenant  had    rather  severely 

jhaj  not  then  been  even  broached.  Mr,  GifTard  has  certain^  ilie 
^merit.of  havlfig  compressed  into  .few  and  significant  words,  the 
detailed  and  poppous  reasoning  of  some  Statesmen  upon  that 
question,  as  will  appear  hereafter.  Heliaid,  *'  An  afiinity  be- 
••  t^^een  certain  inhabitants  of  his  devoted  counti*y  and  Bona* 
*'  part6,  might  without  any  of  the  mysteries  of  genealogy  be 
•*  easily  traced*  Bonaparte  makes  a  Pope.  A  Pope  makes 
♦*  Popish  bishops.  Popish  bishops  make  Popish  Priests,  and  Po- 
V  pish  Prieste.fabricjE^te  Irish  Papist^.  .  Whilst  ihejatten  trve.to 
*'  a  copiraon  principle  of  predilection  for  their  kindred*  it  is 
•*  scarce  to  be  wondered  at,  that  Bonaparte  should  find  friends 
'  '*  and  advocates  amongst  hi^  spiritual  connections  and  new-fao- 
*'  gled  cousins."  Whoever  thinks  so  lightly  of  the  apostolic 
succession  of  Church  Governors,  as  to  in>agiQ^,  that  it  maybe 
interrupted  or  diverted  by  the  whim,  vice,  or  power  of  temp9* 
ral  potentates,  will  of  course  give  into  the  reasoning  of  Mr.  Gif- 
iard  and  his  more  dignified  followers.  But  it  will  be  remem* 
bered,  that  the  Irish  nation  has  submitted  to  three  centuries  i^( 
persecuiipn  for  their  conscientious  diff^r^ace  upon  this  very 
point. 
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punished  Mn  CiiFard's  mode  of  opposing  a  mea-  ^^^*- 
sure,  M'hich  his  irxceUency  was  doubly  pledged  to 
resist,  Like  every  hollow-  measure  of  state,  it 
ofFended  one  party,  and  did  not  satisfy  the  other. 
At  an  adjourned  Quarter  Assembly  on  the  3d  of 
May,  that  Gentleman  addressed  the  meeting  at 
great  length  and  with  much  warmtK*  He  went 
through  a  highly  coloured  detail  of  his  own  merito- 
jious  services  in  the  system^  and  closed  with  an 
animated  profession  of  his  unabated  zeal  for  church 
and  state.  The  resolutions^  which  his  friend  Mr, 
M'Auley  proposed  to  and  were  carried  by  the 
meeting,  shew  the  general  tenor  and  spirit  of  his 

•  Mr,  Giffard  on  this  occasion  well  knew,  that  Mr.  Grattan 
vas  at  |hat  time  in  England,  to  take  his  «eat  in  the  Imperial 
ParIialB«nt ;  and  fearjng  no  resistance  iq  that  assembly,  he  seized 
tb^  op|»ortunity  oi  retorting  and  at  tb^  same  time  of  verifying 
what  Mf.  GrsUtan  said  to  him  on  the  l^ustitigs,  in  1801,  (vide.  I. 
TpL)  He  boasted  of  having  the  authority  of  the  confidential 
Secretary  of  the  Chief  Governor,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lindsay  (now 
Bishop  of  ^fldare,^  that  tlie  order  of  Government  to  dismiss  him 
from  hi$  employment  was  solely  the  result  of  his  endeavours  lo 
carry  the  poqnterpetitipn  at  the  original  Quarter  Assembly :  but 
4eniedy  that  the^  dismissal  originated  with  Gpvfcrnroent.  He  was 
sure.  Lord  Hardwicke  himself  could  not  have  authorized  it.  H^ 
attributed  it  to  the  interfereifce  and  influence  of  Mr-  Grattan, 
"  that  yiper  of  sedition,  the  libeller  of  his  King,  who  is  gone  to 
•'  agitate  the  minds  of  his  Majesty's  British  subjects,  ^fier  haying 
f'  excited  cominbtioris  in  this  country,  which  bad  nearly  deluged 
f  it  with  the  blood  of  its  worthy  and  loyal  inhabitants."  He 
denied  having  ever  rjecelved  notice  of  his  Excellency's  wisher« 
that  the  couuterpetition  should  not  to  be  presented.  Had  he 
however  received  such  notice,  it  would  not  bare  prevented  hiwi 
from  exercising  his  freedoiti  of  debate  fn  that  assembly.  He 
justified  his  beat  by  the  recollection  of  his  murdered  s  >n,  , 
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^V|^  .^pc^Ii,   \^*      That  it  is  tlje  umloubted  riglit  of 
evfry  subject  to  petition  4ny  braiijch  pf  the  Legisla- 
ture.    2^  Tliat  to  injure  any  subject  for.  the  exer- 
cise of  that  right  is  oppressive  and  tyrannical,     S** 
Tliat  the  assembly- heard  with  strdng  feelings  of 
legret,  that  one  of  their  members  had  been  deprived 
/>f  au  office,  which  he  had   enjoyed  for  22  years 
,under  tlie  P/own^  for  having  exercised  that  privi- 
ieg^e  inhis  corporate  capacity., 
fcwference,  ^Thc  cjeputics    after    their  arrival  in    England 
thoiicrfepBwhai'ing   arranged    the  pomts,    which  were   to   be 
y&t"*    "^'.urged  with  Mr.  Pitt,  were  admitted  to  an,  open 
/conference  with  him  on  the  12th  of  March.*  They 
irtatetl  the  general  object  of  their  mission,    pre- 
iBiSting^  that  the  Catholics  were  extremely  anxil>us 
to  pUce  dieir  case  and  its  noerits  iir&der  his  protec*  . 
tion,  considering  him  to  fee  a  sincere  ^fri^id  to 
their  cause.     They  had  in  him  every  hope  ^nd  ex- 
pectatioi)^  asunder  his  administration  they  had  ob^ 

•The  coi^rence  lasted  precisely  ^0  miautcs.  U  is  retdil^d 
.Ba&lter  ^l  larg^^  as  9d  authentic  document  of  Mr.  Pitt's  re^l 
ft^lipg;^  pn  tbe  ground  of  bis'  secession »  and  an  unequivoi^al 
jrAcejgnitipo  of  the  jiledge»  under  which  he  had  returned  to 
{»4ftwer.  He  now  professed  it  to  be  a  duty  to  resist  th?il  vitafl 
ftUKbe  measoreu  which  because  he  could  not  cs^cry.  in  ISOI^  he 
imoA  it  hi$  duty  to.  resign  \m  power.  Thus  formally  super^ec)- 
iiig.the  deliberatiiY£  pow;^ fs  of  the  constitution^  and  the  sworn 
'doties  of  the  cab90Q(>  by,  surrendering  tbem  to  the  private  and 
vinadTised  opinions  of  the  executive.  Eight  deputies  attended 
the  ooaference  risj.  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  (Waterford  a^d 
Wexibrd  in  Jrele^)  JEarl  of  Fingall,  Viscount  'Gormanstown, 
I*ord  Sou<i)we|l,  ,Lprd  Triuabjestown,  Sir  E.  Bellew,  Coun^ 
'  sailor  Deay ft  Sc»iUy  a^d  Mr.  .Rya%,  Lord  French  had  not  then 
wriTed  ift  tcyadgn*^ 
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tamed  almost  all  the   indulgences  they  etyoyed.     ^®'^^- 
}io  one  could  be  more  sensible  than  he  was  of  the  '^ 
incalculable   ail  vantages    of    the    measure:    they 
lookeci  therefoi^  confi<lently  to  the  concurrence  of 
liis  power  and  wilt  to  giie^e  it  effect*     They  assured' 
him,  that  the  body  of  Catholics  in   Ireland    was 
loyal  and  constitutional :  and  it'was  their  general 
sense,  that  an  application  in  their  behalf  should  at 
that  time  be  made  to  the  Legislature,,  in  oxA^  that 
their  case  should  be  fully  discussed  and  thoiou^hly' 
understood  by  their  fellow  subjects.     That  this  had^ 
become  the  more  necessary  from  the  misrepresenta-* 
tious    calumnies   and    invectives  of   Sir  Richard* 
Musgrave,  and  other  writers  conhectefl  \yith  the' 
Irish  Government,   from  which  they  had  teceived 
but  too  jEnuch  cpuiitenance  and  credit:  ^nxl  tli^t 
an  unworthy  advaci^geJbad  been  tiius  take^.  of, 
the  flileiice,  moderation,  and  tbrbearance  of  tiieir 
body.  V  That  it  equally  was  for  the  good  and  safcty-i 
of  the  Empire,  that  tlje'  real  feelings  and  senti- 
ments of  the  Catholics,,  should  be  well  understood' 
lA  foreign  .qouQtries,  and  that  the  leuemy  should. 
Bot  speculate  upon  the  aberration  of  the  Catholic 
mind   from   "the  duties   of  allegiances    arkl  that 
their  attachment  to  Government  and  respect  for 
the  Legislature  could  not   be  more  emphaticany 
evinced,  tlian  by  a  teoiperate  aiid  constitutional 
applicattoh  to  Pa^rHainen't,  as  to  the  onJy  tribu;nal|. 
from  which  they  expected  redress*     They^  there- 
fore ufged  him .  to  present  f heir  pefitioti  in  the 
i)rdiaary  w^y. 
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if?o5,  Mr.  Pitt  acknowledged  that  the  confidence  of 
wr:piu>»  so  very  respectable  a  body  as  the  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land waa^  highly  gratifying  to  him ;  he  had  read 
with  satisfaction  a  copy  of  their  petition  trans- 
mitted to  him  through  Sir  Evan  Nepean,  in  which 
they  very  judiciously  refrained  from  insisting  upon 
the  object  of  it,  as  ^  matter  of  right  and  justice. 
He  always  had  considered  it,  as  he  still  did,  as  a 
very  political  and  expedient  measure,  and  that 
therefore  the  time  of  proposing  it,  was  an  essential 
consideration  in  his  mind :  for  the  time  must 
always  enter  into  a  measure  of  expediency.  There 
exfsted  at  that  particular  time  strong  and  decisive 
objections  against  proposing  it  to  tlie  consideration, 
of  the  Legislature.*      That  he  knew  not  when 

*  Mr.  Pitt  DiTglit  on  this  occasion  have  candidly  acknoivledged 
mhat  Lord  Hawkesbury  publicly  aod  officially^  declared  io  the 
House  of  Lords  on  the  26th  of  March  1807,  in  debating  the 
grounds  of  the  Grenvilfe  administration's  retiring  from  ofiice; 
that  although  Mr.  Pitt  had  in  1801  gone  out  of  office  on  thai 
question^  yet  on  his  return  he  voTuntarily  engaged,  that  lie  never 
vsould  again  bring  the  subject  under  the  consideration  qf  his  Majtsty, 
**  He  did  not  state  that  with  any  view  of  casting  reproach  on 
*•  Lord  Granville,  whose  conduct  was*different^  bub  to  shew  the 
**  regard^  which  a  great  Minister  had  paid  to  the  wishes  of  his>^ 
*'  King  on  a  question,  which  involved  scruples  of  conscience  in 
••  the  Royal  bi^ast"  It  is  now  certain,  that  Mr.  Pitt  returned  to 
office  under  a  special  pledge  to  withhold  and  resist  that  neces- 
sary  and  vital  measure.  Lord  Hawkesbury  involves  him  deeper 
in  the  system  of  pledges,  than  others,  who  though  they  sub- 
fiiitted  to,  did  not  volunteer  their  pledges  on  accepting  office.  Had 
Mr.  Pitt  condescended  to  avow  his  pledge,  it  would  have  spared 
him  on  this,  as  on  other  occasions  the  laboured  trouble  of  dis. 
guising  the  truth,  forging  expedients  and  inventing  reasons  foT 
decoying  his  followers  and  deceiving  the  public. 
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they  were  likely  to 4^  rumored:  he  ^hhitcd  very  ^^^ 
plainly  (not  iu  express  words)  wliat  Uiose  objec- 
tions were:  uodei:.tlio5e  circun;$tances  }^e  ;.inust 
decline  pre^ntingtljeir  p^titioiii,;  as  jii^,  could  not, 
propose  any  >  measure  ^grounded  \  jugou  it  He 
wished,  th^t  tiie.Catholics  bad  sepn|,  as  he  did,  the. 
extreme  urifitjiess  of.  (be  time  ^r  cUscussing  their 
case  under  such  unfavourable  circumstances;  The 
bringing  it  their* under  discussion  was  very  disad- 
vantageous to  the  welfare  of  tlie  Empire,  and  par- 
ticularly injurious  to  the  Catholic  body,  as  it. put 
in  liazard  the  ultimate  success  of  ^^lieir  wishes,  byt 
obliging  tnany  Members  then  to  oppose,  who 
would  at  another  tiiiie  support  the  measuie.  He 
must  however  allow,  that,  as  they  J^ad  come  to  ^ 
tliat  determination,  they  had  conducted  their  prcv- 
xeedings  and  brought  tlieir  petition  forward  in  a 
manner  most  peaceable  moderate  and  laudable,  and 
he  cordially  complimented  tliem  upon  it;  but  at 
that  time  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  present  tlielr 
petition.  ' 

The  deputies  still  urgently  eritteatcd  Mr.  Pitt  to  ccwtiwi-    . 
give  them  the  protection  of  his  great  name  andfe'I^****^ 
situation.  They  assured  him,  that  the  object  of  tlieir 
petition  wa^  nearest  to  the  hearts  of  the  people  of, 
Ireland:  that  they  would  never  drop  otiose  sight^ 
pf  it,  but  persevere  in  bringing  it  under  the  consi- 
deration of  the  Legislatmie^ession  after  session.  He 
replied,  that  there  waa  no  reason  to  suppose,  that  th^e 
subsisting  objections^*  would  be  remo\x?(l  by  tlic 
next  session,  or  wlien  they    ivoujd  be  removed:. 
He  cautiously  avoided  giving  any  intimation  pros- 
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'«^^  pcct  or  hope  of  refief,  at  any  particular  period. 
The  deputies  then  expressed  Uieii -anxiety,  that  he 
should  at  least  countenance  a  declaratory-  Vote  or 
resolution  of  the  two  houses  of  Parliament  in  favor 
of  the  policy  and  expediency  of  the  measure,  which 
though  short  of  their  wishes,  would  tend  ofiainly 
.  to  conciliate  thp  Catholic  mind  in  Ireland, ,  by 
holding  up  some  sure  prospect  of  redress^  however 
distant  or  uncertain  as  to  time.  That  some  such 
carnestfor  their  protection  from  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
""  ment  was  at  that  time  absolutely  necessary  for 
Ireland.  That  the  welfare  of  his  Majesty's*  service 
and  the  security  of  the  Empire  required  it.  That ' 
the  very  same  principles  had  been  recognized  iri 
1778  by  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,-  in  the  preamble 
of  an  act  then  passed  in  favor  of  the  Catholics^  as  is 
specified   in   the  petition.*     That  no  reasonable 

*  ^  Your  petitioners' fbrthpermore  humbly  shew,  that  26  year» 
Kane  now  elapsed,  since  their  most  gracious  Sovereif  a  and  the 
Honorable  House  of  Parliament  in  Ireland  by  their  public  and 
deliberate  act  declared,  that  *'  from  tlie  utiiform  peaceable 
behaviour  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  for  a  long  series 
of  years,  it  appeared  reasonable  and  expedient  to  relax  <he 
disabilities  «nd  incapacities^  under  whrch  they  laboured,  and  that 
it  must  tend  not  only  to  the  duUiVation  and  improvement  of  this 
kingdom,  but  to  the  prosperity  and  airength  of  all  his  Majesty's 
dominions,  that  his  Majesty's  subjejcts  of  all  domination^  shpqld 
eivjoy  the  blessings  of  a  free  constitution,  and  should  be  bouhd  to 
V  each  other  by  mntual  intere.H  and  mutual  ai&ctibn."  A  declara- 

0oa  founded  upon  uiierriiig  priaqiples   of  justice  and  sound 
.  policy,  which  still  remains  to  be  carried  into  full,  effect  (alihoagh 
your  petitioners  are  impressed -with  a  belief,  that  the  apj^reben* 
'    sions,  which   retarded  its  beneficial  operation  previous  to  the 
Uuioi^,  cannot  exist  in  the  Parjianjent  of  the  United  Kingdom*]^ 


Adminhtratioiii.}J^E.  HardAncht  under  Mr.  Pitt  49 

doubt  qouid  be  entertained  of  his  ability  td  carry  ^JJJ^ 
such  a  measure  through  the  two'House^  of  Parlia-< 
menty  although  he  might  liot  succeed  in  carrying  a 
bill,  Avhich  could  notbe  iperfect^d  without  the  con«* 
curre'nce  ofall.the  three  branches  of  the  Legislature,, 
That  although  tbcr  measure  petitioned  for  might 
not  then. hi  attainable  in  tote  on  account  of  certain 
objections, 'yet  the  adopting  and  sanctioning  of  a 
bare  principle  of  expediency  by  both  or  either  of 
the  Houses  of  Parliament  could  not  break  in  upoa 
scruples  supposed  to  exist  in  a  high  quarter,  or  oflfer 
any  violence  to  conscience  in  that  regard. '  That 
on  ^  contrary^  it  would  tetid  powerfully  toikci* 
litate  the  final. adoption  of  a  measure,  wbioh'ho 
himself  hsld  at  heart  and  deemed  politic  and  expe« 
dient,  whenever  the  proper  time  should  arrive  for 
proposing  it     That  to  have  obtained  a  recognttion 
of  those  liberal  principles^    upon  whith  he  had 
acted^  and  by  which  he  had  ac«|uired  such  a  com* 
mandingiaftnaice  upon  the*  public  mind,  would 
greatly  forward  his  views'  and  policy  by  ensuring 
ultimate  success  toi  the  measure*^    The  minister  stilt 
persisted  in  decliijing  to  present  the  petition,  even 
&r  that  sobakern  purpose*     He  positively  asserted, 
that  at  ^t  moment  witfa^  all  the  strength  of  Go*- 
vemment  he  could  not  carry  such  a  vote  or  resolu- 
tion.    That  he  could  not  entertain  any  mea^ure^ 
which .  should,  tend  to  a  discussion;    whese  tfae^ 
adoption  waa  hnpiacttcable.  -  That  such  a  proposi^ 
tion  would  inevitably  produce  a  discussion,  and 
I  that  every  such  discussion,  mus*  be  highly  injurious 
to  the  stateLu.  That  as  he'.pould  not  eairy  th<t 
voj^  u.  •   j:  ^ 


J^^  ffimmn,  he  murt  Jeclihe'  imdectakki^  to  piopotb 
iL  For:  should  the  dedaratory  irote  <»*:  resQiutioQ 
be  carriod, .  it  ov^t  to  her  immediately  idtti3W0d  up 
hy  an  effectual  adJoption  of  the  medsiire^ .  The  &e» 
pmtiea.  resptctfaHy  aubmittlsd;  to  Mrl.  Bitt^  i&ata 
deeiasatoiy  vote  hf  its  Tery^natuate  wainMl  the  ha* 
Mediate  adoptton.  o£  the  nieasiinrv^  a&di  rested^  ib 
iipodi  the.  assBrtion.  of  a  pfinciple^  to  whkb  they 
lesorted,'  when  the  tempoirary:  difficulties  should^ 
laaverbeea  relnovedz  and  theyf  strongly  iDiisted 
upoa  th^'opesaiti vis  pirecfde&t:  tifi  a  kkclamtopy  vote' 
ittiliirliafineot  iit.£lroff!o£  theaboUtion  of  the  sla^re 
U^^.c  . The Miiaiafeb .barely  repeatef^^itioathfiiQCmld 
natLiMtvy  the  measure^  aad:tfaalb;:at  ahy  .rate  he 
coi^U  iMktcofiiibteiatty :\initfa{iiia^scinse  l>£iiiffl  duty 
take/atoyjste^f.  ^ikrh.eould^prQdkice  a  dtaeui9sipQ  of 
the4ui>je(t^  .  .  :,.  :«.  .  ».  '  ;  ;*  .-' 
cro8et>f  tire  I  AsJtfr^  Pitt/hidt  SO  iiifltSKthly  jdeclitttd  acceding 
conference,  ^Qj  ^i^yf  ^  the  J  WO :  fif/Mi  pfb^sitioiw;  ;the  (fep»- 
ttilti^j^"  ti«  wged  lmt\  9till.  iiwre  .aiiKiOMly .upon  ai thi«i. 
Tbey,  a^j^ured  hinH  that  the.  Galihc^iaa  weie  deter'* 
mijied  to  clipg:  to  l»ia  asdk  to;  iMS^M^jesty^s  Go- 
ymmimtf  ajs  longaa. they €S>iiJA :  that  ttey  should 
Mtith.  eHtceme:.j^dttince  he^^  forced. tet  aspirate 
them^lv^es  aud  their  l-cavrtp  frtmj.  biw,  te;  y/hom 
theyr'  hadi  ever  look^l  up  at)v  to  itheii:  patrotii  and 
v»Q^thpQW^\i^  iSUppwter.:  That  ao  ihisjwiere  tb^ 
{fK»in^»Fi^ng(tu.  any  manner  tt)  venibafciass  Muis- 
ters^  tb^y;  had^  pre&rred>i  t^  embanass  their  oWH' 
daitte  and  .clog  its  >pi;6gre;ss^ !  thaiu  subject -^em- 
sel^es  to  tsuch  an  iiiiputation.  Thby :  IhGrefare  ipro*- 
|K»ed;t;p-hiav  that  ]£  teiwuuld  iiitrodnee  th^  pe« 
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titioQ^  and  Jay  it  quj  the  tablg  pf  tjie  House,  of  ^j^^ 
Co^ttbn^;  th^-WiQuld  ^avithprize  him  to  state  to, 
the.Hou&e,:  thiat  they,  4i4  not  pre}^  the  immediate 
(Option  ^  the  measure  ]  pnaye4  f€fr.\  la  a  word, 
tfaefy  ^em.earaestUy  bi^nt  upon  his  p|-^$enting  and. 
coutfteiutiiGing  .  their  pejtition^  and  ob^taining   the. 
notice  ami.  regard  .pf  Parfianaeii.t. ,  They  assured 
him/  that,  the  entertaiQing.  of  the  petition  at  al]» 
though  at  i)l)ould.  be  ri^e<;t$d  or  postponed^  would 
be  far  inorp  kgratefallP\thpir  fe^^lings,,  th^n  utjter 
ne^ect  arid  disregard*  -  That  tl)ey^.w;i$bed  to  bQ^ 
made  ktlown  to  th^ir.  fellQw-subjeet^  inJE^ngJand, 
hoping^  that  the  inore  .th^  should  be  knpwni  bo^ 
them,  tbebettei^ .WiWld  they  be.  likqd* .  Thai  hi« 
Gomplianoe.  ^ith:thi;ir  request  would   defeat,  tho. 
atteihpfcs  :of  vthode,. ;  who  endoavpui^ed  .  to  pemuadQ. 
the  Caitholics,  th^  tliey;b«td  bewdpceived  .a»d 
duped  by  the'  Uwoq,;    And  in:  order  tp  induce  bip^ 
to  this  last  proppsitipn,..th§y  informed,  hio),  that; 
thoir  indtruotjiod$  ^tp  Jptroduce '  th^  petition  wer0^ 
imperative.. uponr  theiiij  and  theyende^^voured  to 
impress  hiln  with.a  sehw(  Qf,tbe.  advantages  :hc{ 
would  have  in.heiqg>himstif:tbe.«troduCer.o/  the! 
petition,  by  which  he  tVQuld  keeff  tjie  subject  elg* 
clusively  in  his  own  handsi  and  preterye  the,gratf? 
tudc  and 'supp6r.t,  and  cpnrniW  the..euergi(53^  of 
the  Catholic  Ibody  ia  all  the  jaieasure?  pf  his  Go- 
vernment.    Sboidd  hfc  pfersisfe  in  declining  this  la^t 
piopbsitibiy  the  petition  would. inevitably,  be  ivL^. 
troduectt  by  some'Othei':  member,  who  would  briog-     • 
on  a  diidisslon  certaialj^  lew  ag^eeabte,  a,nd  pro- 
bably more  iqurious,  than  '^  regulated  aujl  modfi- 


5il  •  the  Reign  of  George  III 


M 


]^^  rated  by  himself.  Mr,  Pitt,  without  noticing  any 
of  those  observations^  drily  repeated  his  negative 
determination :  he  remarked,  that  he  should  feel 
less  personal  embarrassment  at  the  discusdion,  if  it 
were  occasioned  by  any  other  person  than  himself. 
He  neither  threw  out  a  suggestion  for  their  apply- 
ing to  any  other  channel,  nor  gave  any  ground  for 
presuming,  that  the  introduction  of  the  petition 
through  any  ministerial  member  would  be  likely  to 
soften  his  opposition.  For  he  very  explidtly  de- 
clared, t\\a,t  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  resist  it. 
The  only  advice  he  condescended  to  <oifer^  was  to 
withdraw  their  petition  altogether,  'br  'at  all  events 
to  postpone  it.  The  deputies  being  still  desirous 
to  leave  a  door  open'fdr  some  arrangement,  which 
might  keep  alive  thfe  hope  of  Mr*  Pitt's  counte- 
nancing their  cause,  entreated  him  to  allow  him- 
self a  day  or  two  to  reflect  upon  the  subject  of 
their  conference,  and  iioped  he  Would  then  favor 
them  with  his  ultimate  commands :  th^  suggested, 
that  were  he.  in  that  instant  to  decide  so  iSrmly 
against  them,  it  might  appear  to  the  Catholic 
body,  that  their  <!ause  had  been  prejudged,  even 
before  he  had  seen  their  deputies,  or  communicated 
with  a  single  Catholic  gentleman  upon  the  subject 
That  this  would  oast  an  ungracious  cloud  over  their 
cause^  which  they  flattered  themselves  he  would 
not  Wish :  for  even  in  that  moment  they  were  un^ 
Willing  to  consider  it  utterly  bereft  of  his  counte- 
nance and  support,  as  they  knew  h  had  his  kind 
^islies  and  approbation.  Mr.  Pitt  assured  them, 
he  had  Mt  decided  upon  the  instant :  he  had  li&ad 
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and  attentively  cop^idcred  their^petition,  had  been     "os.  - 
r?g3ilarly.  ^ppi-^4  of  all  their .  proceedings,    had  ^"'^^- 
very  folly  revolved  the  whole  matter  in  his  mind, 
apd,had.  w?!!  deliberated  and  finally  decided  the 
cpurs^.he  should  pursue.     %  had  giv?n  them  the. 
fixed  resulf  of.  ithftt  decision. 

Uifder  thpasisuranqe  of  Mr.  Pittas  (consequently  cthdkia^ 
of  all  the  ministerialist's)  decided  opposition  to  thel^iZT^^ 
Catholic  petition  in  every  form,  the  deputies  held  SSY^'** 
several  meetings,  to  arrange  their  future  steps  for^"** 
carrying  theii:  iflstructiqus  into  full  effect:  the  re-, 
suit  of  which  was  to  apply  to  tord  Grenville  and 
Mr.  Fox.     Thjpy  gave  credit  to  Lord  Grenville  for, 
the  sincerity,  withwhigh  he  declared  the  necessity, 
of  carrying  the  Catholic  fluestion  t^  have  been  the 
real  cause  of  his  retiring  froip  office  in  1 801,  and     * 
35  he  had  not  returned  to  po\yer  with  Mr.  Pitt, 
they  anticipat^fl  his.  steadUig^s .  tq    their    cause. 
With. him   they   reckoned   a«i   i^u re  friends,  Lprd 
Spencer^  Mr.   Wyndham,,  and  spipe  other  m^pi- 
Ijers,  .who  had  foripecl  a  part  of  Mr.  Pitt's  former 
administration,  and   bad   resigned  with  him  and 
upon  on^  common  principle;,    .Jn  the  liberal  po- 
licy smd  inflexible -integrity  of  Mr.  Fox,  the  de- 
puties were  sure  at  all  times,  and  under  all  circum- 
stances of  cordia,l  support,    as  well  from  him  as 
f|-onx  all  his  true  friends.  .  They  considered  tbe 
Uien  coalesced  party  of  opposition  to  compriz^e  a^ 
assemblage  of  the^  leading  characters  in  point  of 
talent,  rank,  influence,  politiijal  virtue  and  expe- 
rience :  and  therefore  Lord  Grenville  and  Mr.  Fox 
as  thteir  ^eads  appeared  the  mpst  eligible  members 
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,J^\  for  introclucing  their  petition  to  ParliaiMiit  The 
V. deputies  applied' to 'them,  were  most  conlially  re- 
ceived, and  iiad  a  conference  with  them  of  several 
hours,  ^t  which  were  present  Lord  Spencer,  the 
present  Ix)rd  Grey,  and'  Mr.  Wjmdham.  It  ctoded 
.  an  Lord  Grenville  and  Mr.  Fox  undertaking  to  pre- 
sent the  petition  to  their*  respective  liouses  in  Par- 
liament, upon  the  following  minute  having  been 
reduced  to  writing-  **  The  noblemen  and  gcntle- 
**  men  here  present  on  the  part  of  the  Irish  Cathd- 
"  lies  understanding,  that  there  is  no  likelihood 
*'  of  Mr.  Pitt's  objectioii  to  time  bfeihg  i-enfoved 
**  in  the  next  session"  declare,  tJiat  it  H  their  wish, 
*'  and  as  they  believe,  that  bf  the  Cithoifc  body 
*^  in  Ireljind,  that  after  presenting  dieit  petition, 
"  Lord  Grenville*  and  Mr.  Fox  ihonld  take  an 
"  early  opportunity  of  moving,  to'  take  the  said 
**  petition  ipto  cbnsid^ratioii!*'  Thus  closed  the 
function?  of  the  Catholic  deputation. 
eaihoiicpc  •  bri  the  25th'of  M^r<5h  1805*,  Lord  Grenville 

tition.  pre-  .,.,..,.  ;  ^  ' 

#ented  by    in  theXords^  and  Mr.  Fok  in  the  House  of  Coni- 
viiietothe  mons, -presented .  the  Catholic  petition  t;     When 

I/>rd8.  and      .*;(.•...        •      .       .        ^    .     \       ,     *  .    »•' 

:Mr.  Fox's  ^  .      J       .      •       .      . 

Sons!  ^""  *  ^^^.  cottferchcc  'bkweeti*  the  d«puti€5*  and  hbti  G^nviHe 
andMr;  Fox  took  place  on  thfr  18th  of  Marelv^andjcia.ttlf  next 
day,  tlMpyi  ga[T^  np^ice  in  ^eir  re^ectiy^  Houses  of  the^ir  iaten- 
tions  ^p  pfeSjC?ixt  the  ^petition  on  the  25th  of  that  m9ntii.     . 

+  The  prayer  of  which  was, to  the  following  eflPect,  viz, 
"  Your  petitioners  therefore  most  humbly  prkum6  tol,^xpres9 
tlicir  "earnest, 'liu't  respeclfitl  hope,-  that  this  hoiiorable  House 
win,  ihi  iljs  wrisdom  nod  libetality,  de««i  the  aevjeral'  atatqtes 
now  in;  f<)rce  against,  them  no  longer  necessary  to  be  retained^ 
ai)d.t}iat  his  Majesty's  loyal  and  dutiful  subjects,  professing  the 
Roman  Catholic  rcliffi9n,  may  be  effectually  relieved  from  the 
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it  }»d\ifim  wad  an4  mpved by  Lord. GreayiUe ia  ^JJ^ 
tb^  )iQUse  of  ^^ordsy  tbat  it  slipul41ie  on  the  table^ 
Lord.  Attckiawi  rose  with  ^pre(%i^m!y,  aiui  oh^ 
served  with  sQme  waraith,  ^hat  as  far  as  his  eacs 
cfouild  patch  i]x^  tenor  of  it^  it  w^nt  to  overthrow 
the  wbol^  sy^jlf  91  of  .Church  and  State :  and  if  the 
praj^er  of  it  ^ere  tQ  hp  granted^  he  should  sqost  sep 
a  Protectant  Churph  without  a  Protestant  congrck 
gajtiQi^  4ud  a  Protestant  Ifing  with  ^  Popish  Le- 
,  gi^latur?.    ^e.  expressed  :grex|.t  an^ty,  tb^t  the 
<|ueiitipn  sbojuJd  be  caitnly  and  fully  discussed^  sani^ 
roctnefi  tb|&  Reverend  Bench  to  arin  th^mselv)es  for 
the  combat,  and  d^sir^^,  that  the  r^ult  of  the  disr 
cussipn  inight.be  an  irr^yoca^^e  d^ision  upon  tl)^ 
question,  ^rid  9et  if  atj  rest  fqr  ever.  Lord  Hawkes- 
bi^y  4jdl4  Lqrd  Redesdale,  fXj>xe^ed  their  general 
objectioj^'to  th^  petitioi^  aqd  Xpcd  Clut^ceUor  Et 
dpfi  f?t|ected  jto  thq  I?uke,of  l^orfoik'S;  motion  for 
its  •  beit)g  ^printed.    In  tl>e  Hou3e  of  Pommons,  Mn 
Fo?c  obseirved,  that  through,  the  course  ojT  his  Parr 
liamentary  duty,  he. had  n(?y^y!;cisen,wHh,inore  sa^ 
ti^action^  liijin  he  thfn  did^  tQ^ptresent  a  petition 
from  the  great  body  of  t^^e  ^atl}p]icj5. of  Ireland, 
playing  tQ  be  admitted  jtoian  equal  participation  of 
all  the  benefits  of  the  Qopstitntion  with  the  rest  c^ 
tl^fiir  fellpw*i^uhjects.-  Whatever  were  it^  inerits,  of 

operation  of  th^se  statutes  ^  ai\cl.  that^  so  tfaejr  ipaj  be  restorcil 
to  thci  full  enjOylffent  of  tho  benefits  of  thfc  British  Constitution, 
and '  to  elvcjry-  incKicenient  6t  attad^ment  to  that  Constitution, 
equiilly  and)  in  .common  ivith'their  fell ow-subje«U' throughout  live 

Britiii?«pif^»:   >     . ;       ..  .  \  ,  • 

. «  An^  your  petitioners  will  wr  pjay^  &c.'? 
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iv!^fj  ^^^^  he  should  then  say  nothing,  he  'wis  happj^, 
that  it  offered  the  roost  satisfactory  proof/  that  the 
hody  of  Irish  Catholics  sought  to  remedy  the  griev- 
ances' they  felt,  by  no  other' than  legal  means. 
Having  read  the  petition,    and  moved,  that    it 
should  lie  on  the  taMe,  Mr.  CartM^ght  lamented, 
'that  it  should  hav^  been  brought  forward  at  a 
time,  when  the  Catholics  as  well  as  eveiy  one  else 
knew,  that  Acre  was  an  insurmountable  objection 
to  the  attainment  of  their  object;  to  which  the 
feelings  of  the  peopfe  of  Ireland  were  much  alive, 
and  upon  ^\'hich  therefore  there  could  be  no  dis- 
russion  without  endangering  tlie  tranquillity  of 
the  country.     Mr.  Fok  observed,   that  the  insur- 
mountable obstaclb*  had  not    been  specified;  he 
could  therefore  then  say  nothing  to  It :  whenever 
ie  should  hear  wlutt  the  obstacle  was,  he  should 
be  ready  to  state  his  opinion  upon  it.     For  the 
*6nvieniency  of  the  Irish  Members,  an  early  day 
in  ^ay  Was  appointee^  for  the  discussion,  as  the 
Spring  Assizes  Would  then  jje  over. 
V>rd  Aber-     Much  Irlsh  mattet'  Was  in  the  mean  time  pres- 
Judge  Fox.  sed  Upon'  both  houses  of  Parliament;  in  so  much, 
that  it  became  a  general  complaint,  that  more  of 
their  time  was  devoted  to  Irish,  than  British  con- 
cerns, by  which  the  labour^arid  attendance  of  the 
Members    werq    insufferably    increased.     In  the 
Iflouse  of  I-ords,  the  Marquis  of  Abercorn  pre- 
sented npw  petitions  from  Mr.  i^avi,  and  from 
^        Mn  Armstrong  and  otlier  Jurors  of  the  County  of 
Fermanagh,  arid  from  Mr.  Irwin  the  Sheriff  of  the 
same  County.     He  also  adverted    to  the  heads 
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or  particiikrs  of  the*  charges,  which  he  intcnded'^^^ 
W  prefer  against  Judge  Fox.    The  substance  of 
them  was  nearly  the  same,  as  of  those,  which  he 
liad  submitted  to  them  last  Session.     They  thea 
were  7  in  nui:nber,  and  he  had  now  reduced  them, 
to  5 :  bdcause  two  of  them  were  too  trivia),   and 
founded  ni  misconception  :  another  of  the  charges 
lie  had  new  njethodized,  though  it  remained- sub^ 
stantiaily  tlie  same :  and  what  he  had  last  Session 
termed  heads  of  complaint  8;c.  against  Judge  Fav^ 
he  then  simply  termed  particulars  of  the  conduct  ^ 
Judge  Fox.     The  Chancellor  reminded  fiim,  tlmt 
by  the  1st  of  hiis  present  Majesty,  no  Judge  wai 
to  be  removed  or  called  upon  to  answer  for  his 
conduct,  hilt  in  consequence  of  an  Address  to  bis 
Majesty  from  Parliament  to'  that  eflFect     It  be- 
came  therefore  a  matter  of  the  utmost  delicacy 
and   importance,   what  papers  were  laid  before* 
the     house,     and    how    that    house     exercised 
its  delicate  powers  in  that  regard.     Beset  on  all 
sides   with   difficulties  as  Lord  Abercorn  was  in 
the  prosecution  of  Judge  Fox,  it  appears  manifest, 
that  he  rested  his  ultimate  success  upon  his  per-^ 
sonal  influence  with  Mr.  Pitt,  who  still  directed 
every  Parliamentary  movement     A  report    was 
then  current,  that  Mr.    Pitt  conscious,   that  his 
influence  in  the  House  of  Commons  was  on  the 
decline,  had  been  induced  to  dissolve  the  Parlia- 
ment, which  was  called  Mr.  Addington's  Parlia- 
ment,  though  Mr.  Addingtoi^  affected  tp  have 
exercised  no  treasury   influence  in   its  election. 
TThe  Marquis  had  suflBcient  interest  to  secure  tlie 
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/)HQgf)etf  be  had  niade,  aqd  m  qr^er  to  oif ure 
himself  againat  the  disheartening  operation  of  re- 
commeneipg  his  labours,  he  procured  an  Act  to 
be^  passed,  *'  to  continue  the  proceedings  in  the 
'^  House  of  Lords,  touching  the  conduct  of  Luke 
.**  Fo*,  Esq.  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of 
f*  Coinmoii  P^eas,  in  that  part  of  the  United 
'^  Kingdom  called  Ireland,  notwithstanding  any 
f*  prorogatiQu  or  dissolution  of  Parliament." 
Tbftse  most  extraordinary  proceedings  against 
Judge  Fox  brought  forth  the  Duke  of  Clarence 
to  call  uf>on  the  hous^  to  exqr^isie  their  constitu- 
tional duty  on  the  occasion,  liis  Royal  Highness 
TOOst  prqperly  suggested,  that  the  jnitjatioii  of  the 
buskiess  sboqld  have  proceeded  from  the  other 
house  t  for  th^  hpuse  of  Lords  beii^g  juridically 
but  a  Court  pf  Appeal,  could  entertain  no  original 
procc^dinga,  ^x^^pt  in. the  ca^p  of  impeachment 
by  the  Cpmmws  House  of  Parliament.  He  moved 
thpTpfore,  that  jtlie  Committeje  appointed  to  sit  on 
the  next  day  upon  the  subject,  should  b$  post- 
poned for  6  weplcs*  Tt(p  Motion  was.  *negatived 
by  fi  majority  pf  9.  , 

juTgtjohn.     '^^^^  same  Sessjpn  of.  P^rlia^ient. produced. ^do- 
«»•         ther  Act^ff/Bcjing  the  case  of  Judge  Johnson, .  ^Iso 
a;  Judge  of  the  Cpwt  pf  Cotnmon  Pleas  in  Iretaod, 
Its  title  in  great  part  bf speaks  its  meaning.     "  An 
"  Act  to  amend  2  Aqt^  of  th^   13th  pd   14th 

•  The  prominent  opposers  of  Ui^  Motion  were  Lord^  Lime- 
rick, Wpstmoreland,  Hawkcsbury,  and  Sidmoulh;  the  chief 
supporters  of  it  were  Lcrds  Carlisle,  Spencer,  and  Greivnil^*      ' 
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*'  years  of  liis  ]>r^s6nt  IJiajesty,  for  the  more  ^ffeo  ,  ^^^^• 
**^  tual  execution  of  the*  Criminal  Xaws,  arid  more    -^ 
**  easy  apprehending  and  bringing  to  tri^l  oflfend- 
'*  ers  escaping  fiom  one  pai;t  of  the  United  King-* 
**  dom  to  the    other,  and  from,  one   County, to 
*'  anpthcjr."     )Vhen  a  poVernm^nt  can  with  im- 
punity convert  ,tlifi  judicature  and   Legislature   of 
a  cpuntry  into  engines  of  personal  vengeance  and 
oppression,  then  indeed  is, the  system  become  so   ' 
corrupt,  tliat  it  must  fall  by  its  own  6t  another 
handl     It  has  been  before  observed, '  that  in  the 
month  of  May  1804,  "Mr.  Cobbett.h^d  been  found- 
guilty    of   having  -libelled  Lord   Hardwicke-  and 
otb^^rs^  9f  his  Goyerumpnt  in   the  .letter^  ?ignfd 
Jiiver^tf  published  in  his. political  register.    After 
bis  Goaviction  he  gave  up  the  manuscript  Jetters^  he* 
had  received  by  the  post  from  Ireland,  to  Gpverm' 
ment,  M/:ho  soon  found  persons  ready  to  swear,  that  * 
tbj?y;wei;e.i!i.the  h?ind,.wi;itiBg  of  ^Ir^  J,  Jpt^nson*. 
The  letters  not  only  censured  Loud  Hatdwlcke, 
Lord  Redesdale,  Mr.  I*  Osborne  and  Mr.  Alexan-' 
der  Mavsden,  who  were  mentioned  in  the  indict-^ 
ment,  but  they  alsp  minutely  djsqlo^ecj  tlje  yieviF$ 
grounds  and  means  of. Mr,  A.  Mar^ikiv's  having, 
procured  the  office  of  Attorney  General  for  Mr.^ 
O'Grady.     It  was  found 'prudentiil  not  to  load  the 
indicjtment  with  hi^  name,'  le3t   the  prosecution  ' 
ipight  be  clogged  in.  its.prpgrpss,  ORraj^pear  on  that, 
account  more  personal  than  official,     fiy  ,tlie  scenic* 
preparation  for  the  intended  tragedy,  it  af>peiirs,* 
tliat   the 'act  of   state*  was  anxiously  wished  to 
be  cpyerqd  by^a^pptipp  of  la,NV,     The  censor  of  the. 
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i#05«  system  became  the  marked  victim  of  oppressive 
vengeance.  The  precipitancy  to  oppress  the  daring 
individual  betrayed  the  managers  of  the  state  ma- 
noeuvre into  open  abandonment  of  the  first  principle^ 
of  Legislation  by  passing  an  ex  post  facto  law,  and 
into  hostility  to  the  freedom  of  the  subject  by 
defeating  the  great  safeguards  of  Magna  Charta, 
and  the  bill  of  rights  against  oppression.  The 
particular  effects  of  high  influence  upon  the  princi- 
pal actors  in  this  state-exhibition  may  be  traced 
through  every  scene,*  which  from  the  marking 
of  the  victim  led  it  to  immolation^ 

•  How  strongly  state  feelings  operated  ttj>on  the  legal  proK 
cvedings  in  this  matter  in  the  Courts  of  Irektnd,  may  be  collected 
from  what  fell  from  tbe  Attorney  General  in  his  argument  uk  the. 
King's  Bench  in  January  1805^  on  th/s  legality  of  the  arresl;  of 
Judge  Johnson^  of  which  more  will  be  said  hereafter.  '■'  I 
^  cannot  help  com'plaining>  that  it  is  a  little  seYnre,  that  when 
"  I  am  seeking  to  bring  another  man  to  his  trial,  I  am  suddenly 
-*'  put  upon  my  own,  &c.  I  wish  to  take  the  first  occasion  of 
'f  disclaiming  both  for  myself  and  others,  the  most  remote  idpa] 
•'  of  jany  proceeding  towards  Mr.  J.  Johnson^  which  the  nocessary 
"  attaintmmt  of  justice  does  nqt  indispensably  require"  And  wh^n 
Mr.  Baron  Smith  in  the  fii'st  week  of  the  ensuing  February, 
delivered  hi»  admirable  argument  in  the  Exchequer  against  the 
opinion  of.  his  brethren  on  that  Bench,  he  found  it  necessary,,  to 
m^ke  this  important  cautionary  declaration.  ''I  will  not  fear,, 
•'that  any  thing,  which  I  may  have  urged  to  day  can  be  mis-. 
*'  represented  or  remembered  to  my  injury  by  others :  I  shall 
'*  hare  rouzed  no  treacherous  enemy  into  action  t  and  eTen  if 
^  I  should,  yet  knowing  how  free  the.  country  is,*  in  whicli  I 
*'  live,  Ijcannot  suppose,  that  their,  hostile  aptivit^  would  h% 
"  Succes^fQl.  Tho  free  doctrines,  which  I  have  maintained, 
«'  I  should  he  sorry  to  look  on  as -too  bold  ;  and  still  sorrier  to 
•  **  consider,  as  in  ahy  manner^bsolctet  '  Therefore  U  promulg- 
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Strong  effects  were  prodnced  both  in  England     "^^ 
and  Ireland  by  the  publication  of  Juverntfs  letters,  v^tkcuni 
They  ^ere  universally  believed  to  have  been  written  i^^ 
by  Mr.  J.   Johnson:    and  his    official  character 
doubled   the  point  and  energy,  with  which  they 
were  written.     Proportionate  resentment  against 
the  author  arose  in  the  breast  oP  those,  who  were 
individually  affected  by  the  exposures  contained  m 
them,  and  they  wielded  uncontrouled  the  double 
edged   sword  of  vengeance  and  of  justice.      It 
might  be  presumptuous  to  charge  the  ostensible 
mover  in  this  Legislative  mystery,  with  a  reflex 

•«  ing  them  I  cannot  risk  incurring  the  displeaanre  of  tho?c 
•*  constilutibriil  minds,  which  have  th^  guidance  of  the  statc.'^ 
He  Uien  also  made  thit  manly/  an4  notjre4nndant  jirofessioii' 
in  (be  presence  of  his  brethren  on  ^ha|  B^fich.  /'  I  am  fon-« 
«'  cerned  for  no  individual :  I  am  an.  advocate  exerting  myself 
'*  on  behalf  of  the  constitution.  Such  advocatism  is  more  than 
^  the  privilege :  it  is  the  duty  of  a  Judge,**  (Vid :  his  speech 
published  from  Uie  proceeding*  and  notea  with  hit  permission.) 
^r.  J.  Day,  who  was  the  only  Jttdgfe  <rf,tbe  thpee  in  the  King'# 
Bench,  who  openly  made  head  against  the  courtly  doctrinev 
did  not  use  qijite  as  strong  language,  as  Baron  Sjnith.  H« 
manifestly  however  shewed,  that  in  differing  from  his  brethren* 
he  had  to  labour  more  against  prejudice 'and  influence,  than 
doubt  or  uncertainty.  After  having  demonstrated,  .that  the 
courtly  construction  of  the  act  made  an  offender  thrice  punish*, 
able,  he  said,  "  Still  is  it,  but  one  criiae,  whatever  the  extent. 
"  may  be  of  iU  ravages,  whether  it  cross  the  channel,  the 
**  Tweed  or  only  the  Thames.  To  say,  that  the  Legislature 
«•  would  interfere  in  such  a  case,  and  arm  with  any  extraordinary 
*'  process,  a  vmdictive  prosecutor  to  glut  his  resentment  by  mul- 
*'  tiplied  prosecutions,  and  multiplied  punishments,  would  be,to 
^  make  the  Legidatur©  ainuliary  to  a  malignant  and  JmpUcabl^ 
«  vengeance*** 
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intention,  which  can  pot  be  proved,  ^and  ever  will 
be,  as  it  ever  has  been  denied,  that  the  bill  was 
brought  in  under  any  particular  influence, .,  or  for 
any  partTeular  purpose,  In  May  180.4,-  Mr.  Per- 
cival  then  Attorney  .General  was  either  induced  or 
directed  to  bring  in  the  above-mentioned  bill  as  a 
matter  of  necessary  regulation  created  by  the 
Union,  It  passed  as  a  matter  of  course  through 
both  houses  without  opposition  ox  even  discussion : 
and  no  wonder;  for  it  purported  on  the  face  of  it 
np  more,  tlmn  to  prevent^fugi;tiYe.  ipakfactori^  fro 
eluding  the  arni  of  justice,  by' escaping  into  Ire- 
land out  pf  thCjprocess  of  legal  wi;its,  after  having 
offended  iu  Great  Britain,  ;pr  pioe  p^fr^a;,^  t|ic 
la^  hac}  alnsaidyipdrovMed  ^fer  cafids  of  such  escapes 
as  ^h«wfeeh  cmHif  «nd*  c€>d6ty  tii  Eflgtend,  and 
bie'tvveen'  the  seWrai; W^a!*'^  6f  EhgTatftdf 

and  North;  J^-i tain.  Mr, 'percival  repeatedly  *ac^ 
knowledged.hewas  notawaie  of  the  jdi^ciiltiesy 
which  yfeve  after^^ds'  rkrsfed  against  it, .  ei<3idr .*t 
th^  time  of  its'  m(rbddcli6n,'*  o^t  6f  itiSf  pdsSiii^- into 
a  law*  He  niay  liavel)een  the  unconsctbus'engitie' 
of  its  intended  malice. .  TH^  enactingj  g[nd^  ji§e 
made  of  that^act  of  the  44th.  Geo.  IIL  form  too. 
im|iortatit'^  an  afcantirft  of  the'  system,  not 'to  be* 
minutely  developed*.   '  »     «          • 

^ctsofGeo.      *in  rii'egSd  .of  treo.  it,  aji English'  act'wks 

If.  between  '    .  .         .    o  ,.  ,  ^    . 

cooaty  and    -         .         .  .  .  i,  . 

county  •  jjj^  reader  will  excuse  the  length  of  detail,  which  is  neces* 

-  sary  to  dissect  the  mechaQism  q(  the  state  engine  so  artfully^ 

constructed  to  delude  the  public  and  scourge  the  individual* 

Man  J'  things  can  be  conclusively  proved  a  posteriori,  of  which  a 

presumptioa  can  be  hardly  raised  by  argument  a  priori,'   The 
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passed  ibr  the  apprehieiidilig  of  persons  m  any  ,J5^ 
coiifity  or  j^ce  upon  warrants  granted-by.  Justices, 
of  the  Peace  in  any  otiicr  county  or  plitce.    That 
act  ^ets^fbrth  the  reasons  of  its  enactments  in  th6se 
plain  wdrifls.      "  Wtertes  it  frequently  h^^pens/ 
^'  that  persons,  against  whom  warrants  are  granted 
'*  by  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  sefveral  counties 
^  witbin  this  kingdom,  escape  into  other  counties 
**  f^'plaees^  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Justices' 
^^  of  the  Peaqs  grttnting  such  warrants,  and  there- 
"  by  avtiid  being  punished  for  the  offences,  with 
'*  which  tbfey  are  charged***    For  remedy  thereof 
it  enacted,'  tbat  fr6ni^  the  84th 'd^y  of  June  1750, 
if  any  person',  agaln^l^whoni  a  wartatit  should  havtf 
been  issued '  by  atiy  JifiM^c^  «hoiild'  eseapi  or  ga 

lecret  wi^m^  Mam^^mA  lateatioJisr  and  {^reaieditaled  Bcht^mes  tt 
aay  8elof,<:oiiljpd^niAd«€B»oDly;be  broug}^  to  light,  >  cMintor* 
actet)  or  Kmedi^d  by  narrowly,  watching  their  several  actions* 
In  tracing  and 'reflecting  upon  the  several  stages  of  introducing, 
pas^ng  add  making  use  of  this  Adt  of  Parliament,  the  reader  is' 
re(|Beslted  to-  beariin'miad'soilife  of  the  leadiiirg  principles  of  our 
Crxmml  or  Or#wa  Lanv.  .  l?  Tbait  wvr  oae  10  totbe  twice  tfied^ 
and  punisbed.for  the.  ssim^  afiS$nce.  %^  That  «very  ofFeuder 
ihall  be  tried  in  the  place,  wher£  the  crime  was  committed. 
S^That  a  party  ariiested  upon, any  chai*ge  may  be'  instantly 
bailed,  if  tte  ofifence-  be  bailable:  i^  Thal^i  the  charge, 
^vananV  ladkltiiitfntA judgment  and  =  piiff(kbmeiit,  there  ))e'cer-' 
taimy  ^nd  -u«L^for|]Giit^k  He  wiU<  jal^p^wafcQA  his  alteQtion  to  the' 
facility,  with*  which  48  feeeb^ldecs  can  be  coUocted  for.a  Special 
Jury,  out  ot  whom  12  cannot  be  selected  impervious  to  the 
feelings  or  dictates  ofthis  Bench  or  higher  powers.  Thus  these 
acts  operated  prospeeiively  up(»n^  fugitives  br  permanent  or  tem- 
porary" r^^Bls.oat  of  the  jjuriBdlctton^  in  whicb  their  ch^atged 
^Mift  bad  been  coo^ipitte^  aad  where  they  yi&^  to  be  triied. 
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J^^  into  any  other  plficeoutof  hb  jurMictioni  any 
justice  within  that  jurisdiction,  to  which  such  per- 
son should  hsivt  gone  or  escaped  ixiigivt  ^orse 
the  warrant,  apprehend  the  person  and  send  him 
back  to  the  same  or  some  other;  justice  within  the 
jurisdiction,  from  which  he  should  have  escaped  or 
gone,  in  order  that  he  might  be  there  dealt,  with 
according  to  law.  In  the  next  year  the  Legisla^ 
ture  found  it  necessary  to  amend  chat  act,  for  the 
following  reasons,  as  the  statute  pientigps,  ^because 
an  offender  might  be  out  of  the  jUri^ict^n,  under 
which  he  had  offended,  before  ^ny  wtorant.bad 
issued,  and  then  he  could,  not  be,  said  to  have* 
gone  or  escaped  oviX  of  that  jjurLHliction,  after  such 
Warrant  granted.  Tlie  act  th^ri^orei  enlarged  the 
powers  of  the  justices  by  these  words  enabling  the 
justice  of  the  place,  where  Mich  person,  sihould 
escape^  go  into^  reside  or  be,  to  indorse  the  \^arrant, 
and  transmit  the  person  to  the  County,  where  he 
had  offended ;  and  with  due  consideration  to  the 
freedom  of  tlie  subject,,  it  made  provision  for 
bailing  the  person  so  arrested  in  the  fdace  where 
taken,  if  the  offence  charged  were  bailable  by 
law.  Thus  simply  stood  the  law  as  between 
county  an^  county  in  England.  These  acts  of 
Geo.  IL  further  lequired,  that  the  warrant  of  the 
^rst  justice  should  be  authenticated  upon'  oath, 
before  it  could  be  indorsed  by  the  second. 
^hot^  \  Then  followed  the  13th  of  Geo.  UI,  which  was 
ll^-^^^'nearly  a. similar  regulation  between  England  and: 
Scotland :  the  Legislature  having  thougfht  fit  to 
,    make  a  law  with  respect  to  criminals  escaping 
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from  England  to  Scotland  and  tJiic^  i^ersa ;,  and  of  ^J^^  * 

that  act  the.44t}io£  Geo.  IIL  is  nearly  a  transcript 

The  preamble  to  the  third  section  of  that  statute  sets 

forth  the  reasons  and  grounds  of  its  enactment* 

"  Whereas  it  may  frequently  happen,  i\i2itfektn$ 

"  and  other  malefactors   in   that  part    of    the 

^'  united    kingdom  called    Ireland    may.  make 

**  their  escape  hito  that  part  of  the  united  king* 

"  doflti  catted   Great  Britain,  as  also  that  felony 

'^  and    other   malefactors  in    that  part    of   the 

^^  united    Icingdom    called    Great   Britain    may 

"  make  their  escape  into  that  part  of  the  united 

''  kindofn  called  Ireland,  whereby  their  offences 

''  often  remain  unpunished,  there  being  no  su(fi<- 

"  cient.  provision  by  the  laws  now  in  force    in 

"  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  respectively,  for  ap- 

^^  prehending   such  oflenders    and    transmitting 

*'  them  into  that  paf  t  of  the  United  Kingdom,  in 

"  which  their  offences  were  committed ;  ibr  reme-t 

*'  dy  whereof/'  the  Legislature  enacted,  that  if  any 

person,  against  whom  a  warrant  should  be  issued  i^ 

Ireland  for  any  crime  or  offence  against  tlie  laws  of 

Ireland  should  escape^  go  into^  reside  or  be  in  any 

place  in  England  or  Scotland,  it  should  be  lawful  for 

any  Justice  of  the  Peaee  for  the  place,  whither  or 

xvhere  such  person  should  escape^  go  into,  reside  or 

be,  to  endorse  his  name  on  such  warrant ;  which  en>* 

dorsement  should  be  a  sufficient  authority  to  tlie 

person  bringing  it  toexecute  the^ame,  by  apprehend^ 

^ingthe  person,  against  whom  it  was  granted,  and  to 

•convey  him  by  the  most  direct  way  into  Irelapd^  and 
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^^^^  before  a  ^Justice  livitig  near  die  f^lace^  where  h^ 
should  land,  who  should  proeeed  with'Teg^d  to 
him,  as  if  he  had  been  iegaUjT  apprd)M»dcd  in 
such  county  of  Ireland.  The  4th  xctkm  made 
the  like  proTistpfis  for  escapes .fhom.Eiigfaifid  or 
Scotlaiid  into  Ireland.  The  astute  dtrected  ^th« 
expencesof  su^h  remoyaUto  be  paid. to  the  per* 
son  defraykng  die  %itae  by  tbetreasoMr  o^  the 
(bounty/ inAvbich  (ftie  ariine  had  been  j«niiiipitljied#  It 
gave  power  to  take1)aii  intfae  place,  wktKthepetpoti 
^If^onld  be  apprehended,  as  betiKeen  caiMy  W 
$;eunty,  but  not  fs  between  Great  Bvitoin  wd  Ire- 
iaud.  The  reason  is  obvioos :  die  aGtaof^Qoep.:  Il^ 
Avhich  intro<}uced  the  regulation  betweea  county 
^lud  county^  went'  to  afieet  all  persona,  not  only 
guilty i  of  capital  crimes,  !but  of  misdemettaours 
And  other  bailable  oifi^ces.  Whereas  ithe  iStfa  of 
liis  present  M^esty,  .which  eoftended  l&e  r^^la* 
-tion  from  England  to.  Scotland,  where  icIiffereDt 
tawsalKl  separate  legal  jurisdictions^  existed,  oon* 
iined  it  pibpedy  to  capital  ofFenders,  whom  it  ysery  1 
significatitly  4eiiominat;ed  Jehm  ^and  other  malt 
Jaciar^.  la  such  form  passed  silently  ihraugjb 
Pirlianimtthat  notorious  act:  and  being  wholy  un< 
^ticed  by  the  press,  which  was  at  dae  devotion  of 
^overnmelit,.  it  slicsathad  from  the  keeaeat  eye  oi 
scrutiny  it3  edge,  point  and  yenomj  tiU  it^  in* 
Xpnded  rictim  was  prepared  for  the  tQttuf«.  How^J 
ever  theoretically  doubtful,  ;whetber  the  .atrocioui 
.  «evmty  of  this  insidious  act  weie  designed  to 
overj^q^er  the^  censot  of  the  Iri^  Govei^ienli 


J  dmintstratton^R,  Hardmof^  uniet  Mr.  Pitt.  9f^ 

iti»  hbtericaily  Utte,*  lb§t  its  tdestmctive  ppww  Jf^ 
Di^re .quickly  and  e&elusively  brought  to  be^r  upon 
the  learned  Jtt^dge^ 

Scitreefy  will  porterity  believe,  that  an  act  sostnng^ 
salutary  itt  its  intent,  so  obvioujB  in  it«  spirit,  so^**^^^ 
simple  in  its  wordings  should  hare  been  tortured.**^"*  *^^^* 
into  aa  engine  of  sue|i  incaiisistencyi  oppression 
and  injustice^     No-  sooner*  was  it  known,  tha4;it 
was  ilhc  wish  ^f  Government  that  J.  Johnson 
should  be  tri/sd  in  England  for  the  libd^  which  he 
had  brth :  fo^nd  guilty  of  publishing  in  W^tmi-* 
nister^  on  the  5th  of  November  ISOS,  than  all  the 
advocates  for    the  prosecution    and  those,   who 
moved    under  ministerial    influence,  broadly  and 
uublusbtngly  gave  (he  £Dllowfng  construction  M 
the  att.'     That  it  extended  nbt  only  to  capital    "    ,  ^ 
Climes,  but  to  every  subordinate  ofience,  compriz- 
iBg  iMider  .^e  word  makf actor  ^yery   evil  doer 
indefinitely:    that    the  removal     of  an   offender 
from  one  jurisdiction  into  aodtber  was  not  necefr^ 
sary  to  bring  him  within  the  statute,  cither  before 
or  after  ♦the  warrant  granted  \  that  the  act  affected 
persons  committing   constructive  offences  within' 
jurisdictions,  in  which  they'  never  were,  as  much 
as  if  they  had  there  committed  the  offeoce,  and 
thence  escaped  into  another  juri^iction :    that  it 
precluded  the  person  charged  from  bail  in  all  bail*- 
able  cases,  in  jdefiance  of  the  habeas  corpus  act  ; 
that  it  specially  applied  to  cases  of  libel  against 
persons  entrusted  with  the  powers  of  Government 
5knd  Mie  offices  of  state :  that  to  propure  an  indorse- 
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vj^  ment,  it  was  not  necessary  to  5 wear  to  the  ordinal 
warrant:  that  to  bring  a  p^son  under  the  opera- 
tion of  the   act,  it  was  not   requisite,   that  the 
ofTenoe  should  have  been  committed  since  the  day 
of  its  operation,  (1,  August    1804,)   but  that  it 
.    operated  retrospectively  and  indeSuitely  upon  all 
offences  committed  at  any  period  however  remote 
before  the  existence  of  the  statute:  that  the  person 
transmitted  under  tiie  act  to  take  bisitrial  before  a 
foreign  i;rib^nal  had  no   compulsory. ,  mean^s   of 
bringing  over  witiie^ses  in  his  defence :  aiid  that 
for  one  single  offence  lie  might  bi6  thrice  .tried  and 
thrice  punished, 
r^J^nsfj?^'     No  sooner  had  the  Grand  Jury  <>f  Midjdtescx 
Johnson     found  the  bill  against  Mi*.  J.  Johnston,  than  upon 
the  certificate  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Crpwn    Office 
Lord   Ellenborough  issued    bis   warrant  to   Mr* 
Williams  his  tipstaff,  to   take  the^bodyof  Mr.  J. 
Johnston,  and  bring  him  before  a  Magistrate  in 
England,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  bail  to  appear 
and  take  hiA^trial  at  Westminster.     The  warrant 
was  indorsed  by  Mr.  Ball  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
'  the  County' of  Dublin,  and  Mr.  J.  Johnspn  was 
arrested  in  his  own  bouse  at  Milltown.     On  that 
evening   a-  writ  of  habeas    corpus  was  sued  out 
returnable  immediately  before  the  Lord  Chief  Jus- 
tice,, iwho  ordered  the  parties  to  attend  him  at  his 
house  in  Dublin,  and  the  return  t;o  be  made  the 
next  day.  at   noon.     The  Chief  Justice   was  at- 
tended on  the  oqcasion  by  seyep  Judges,  and  the 
.  matter  was  argued  for  several  hours;    the  result 
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was^  that  of  the  eight  Judges  present  three  were     ^^* 
for  discharging,    and  three  for   remanding  him:  ^'^"^ 
and  two  declined  giving  their  opinions.    Thence 
the  clmtter  was  adjourned  into  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  and  argued  before  three*  of  the  Judges^ 
two  of  ^vhom  were  for  remanding  him,  and  M r^ 
Judge  Day  was  for  his  discharge.  Then  a  new  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  was  issued  returnable  into  the 
Court  43 f  Exchequer,    where  the    question    was 
argued  before.a*  full  Court  for  3  days  successively. 
The  Barons  delivered  their  opinions  seriatim  and  at 
great  length.     Mt.  Baron  Smithf  alone  was  for  his 
discharge.     He  was  accordingly  remanded :  aud 
forced'  to  yield  to  the  oppreslve  construction  of 
that  statute.     Under  it  he  was  compelled  to  with- 
draw the  trial  of  the  question  from  an  Irish  to  a 
foreign  tribunal,   from  a  Jury  of  the  vicinage  to 
the  inhabitants  of  a  foreign  cpuntrj',  ignorant  of 

*  Mr.  J.  Oabome  having  been  mentioned  in  the  i^ditement 
did  not  take  his  seat  on  the  Bench. 

t  Never  was  a  more  learned  and  conclusive  argument  delivered 
than  that  of  Baron  Smith,  Mr.  Currants  speeph  in  the  Exche- 
qaer  has  been  happily  preserved.  It  it  a  inodel  of  the  elosest 
reasoning  upon  sound  constitntiooal  and  leg^l  doctrines  enriclied 
with  an  exojberanee  of.  point,  figure  and  classical  elegance*^ 
Mr.  Baron  Smith  made  this  honorable  mention  of  it  in  his 
argument.  **  If  on  the  present  occasiT)n  I  support  \t  with 
**  warmth,  it  may  be, 'I  yet  retain  the  excitation  of  a  speech^ 
"  which  did  h<inor  even  to  the  eloquence  of  Mr*  Ciirraa,  and 
**  ga?9  Additions^  lustre  to  the  importance,  however  trauscedent, 
"  of  the  present  subjecf.  A  speech,  which  those  would  be 
",  worse  than  bad  critics,  who  could  mistake  for  mere  brilliant 
"  declamtition." 
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180*!  local  ctrciitnstaaces,  indifi^reiit  abolit  .the  frelfere 
and  umDfbnned  of  the  siafe  df  Xht  countrsP^  virherit 
the  cliarged  criine  was  (if  afi  all)  oxigmally  ind 
eSectually  comiiiitted :  and  where  alone  H:  could  be 
£iirly  tried^  a»  bdiag  the  itdiddnce  of  the  presi!* 
cutor^,  prosecuted y  and  aH  iiie  wttiiessds  om  both 
gtdes^  and  the  scene  of  all  those  acts,  th^  cen^ttre 
of  which  bad  beeu  chained  tor  be  libettous.  Bw 
the  peirsotils^  to  whom  he  wasr  deliverect  o¥er  with'» 
mit  bail  or  mainprize^  aad  disacmed  of  tht  British 
Shield  of  personal  liberty,  durst  n^i  brmg  the 
charge  before  an  Irish  Jury^  b^  whom.^U  the  &ct8 
circumstances  and  pertons  of  the  perl&d^  to  ^kb 
the  charged  libel  Deferred  were  too  >krHt  nndeijsteod. 
If  the  abty  as  it  obvioasly  purported;  applied  to  all 
per^ons^  who  by  .withdiawtng  from'  the  jurisdic* 
tibn,  under  which  their  offences  \lrere  tfommittedi 
declined^  to  render  themselves  ajfaec^ble  tojuEtice> 
then,  escape  was  of  the  essence^  and  formed  an  m- 
dispfetisablfe  Itogredient  in  the  cotnpoiitiofi  of  every 
case  within  the  statute.  Mr.  J.  Johiisoh  wa§  stmion-^ 
ary  and  counting  trial,  where  (if  at  all)  he  had 
offended,  and  ^Quld  be  adie.qnately  punished,  in  lieu 
^  <Df  being  tran^c^ted  to  a  place,  where  he  wa« 
charged  drtly  with  having*  cdnimitted  a  construc- 
tive misdemeanour. 
J.  Johnson'*,  A?  soon  35  a  leport  of  tlje  judgmj^nt  of  the 
b^mThl  ^Couptof  £xcl)eqiief  could  arrive  in  Lpiidon^  Mr*. 
od««^.  Jtimea  Fit2getaM.ca«ed  the  attention  of  «h^  House 
bfComraons  to  that  tery  extraordinary  determi- 
nation, which  he  said,  he  did  in  consequence  t)f 
the  great  agitation,  which  it  had  created  in  Ireland, 


JdmtnhtratkiA  tfM  H^hMdctMniet  Mr.  Pitt^  71 

sffldof  tte^^neralfe^lmgaind  vtiOi  of  the  geotle*  J[^ 
metl  ^  the^  Itish  Bar,  who  if  they  b^  m>t  cpncai:- 
F6il  mAi  \dm^  wouki  hiave  abaiidobed  that  inde- 
pefidraoe  o^^judfgmecft,  aod/aH  those  Bound  ^rincU 
p\e%^  Off  bii<r  sinrd  reason,  of  which  they  h^  ever  been* 
so  hDooacahfy  tenaciouisL     He  felt  it  afi  imperiousi'    \ 
dota^  to  calljthe  attendoa  of  tli^  Housls  to  the  pro- 
Tbkmsi  of  the  act  m  question,  which'  so  flagrantly^ 
odled  fof  amendment,  if  by  any  construction'  it: 
codd  be  tortutcd    into    aijch  injustice.     He  qb- 
served;^  diat  such  <i^Dhstractioa  had  been  put  upon 
it  by  the  bpiniaii;  of  *tvi;:o  Judges  agpiinst  one.     He. 
^ocdd  hakre  felt  it  his  duty  to  make  a  specific  mo- 
tioQ:  00/  this  heady  had  be  not  thought,,  that  the 
ameBdment  would  have,  come  better   from  the 
quartefy  in  which  the  act  had  originated.      If e. 
tjurte*  th^honoraWe  a6d  learned  author  of  the  act 
(Mr.  Penre? al)  would  frame  such  attiendments,  as 
wohM  be  best  calculated  to  preserve  the  spirit  of 
the  aot>  and  .at  the  same  time,  t6  remove  every 
tbiog^  that  could  give  rise  to  su^h  unjust  cqnr 
struption.     Thie  Attorney  General  admitted,  that 
die  act  required  to  be  amended  in  some  instances, 
but  not  in  those  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Fitzgerald :  for 
he  knew  of  i>o  amendments  rendered  necessary  by 
the  proceedings  in  the  court  of  law.     Nor  ought 
any  thing  to  be  then  done,  which  could  prejudice 
the  discussion  of  the  case  before  the  courts  by  a 
paiiiatnentary.  declaration  of  the  sense  of  the  House 
upon  the  construction  of  the  act.     When  howevejf 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  urged  the  revolting  injustice  of  not         , 
taking  bail  in  the  place,  where  the  arrest  was  made 
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^IJ^^^for  appearance  Where  the  offetce  had  been  cotnt 
mitted,  Mr.  Perceval  reluctantly  admitted,  that  this 
inconveflieo(iy  had  never-  been  hi  his  contehipla^ 
tion.  The  act,  which  was  called  his,  was  nearly  a 
transcript  of  the  13th  of  the  Ktng,^and  thd  defect 
had  never  been  noticed^  till  the  occurrtnce  then 
alluded  to  discovered  it  in  both.  Such  howeiret 
^Vas  the  ministerial  tenacity  even  to  avowed  error 
and  injustice,  that  though  they  admitted,  thty 
,  would  not  correct  the  evil^  whilst  it  was  rme- 
diabte.  They  consented  to  a  bill  being  introduced 
for  compelling  witnesses  to  attend  in  Englandj 
Judge  John-  Afterwards  Mr.  Justice  Johnson  as  his  Ia«ct  resort 
Jhe?x)rdr*petitione4  the  House  of  Lords,  and  was  heard  by 
Counsel  against  such  clauses  of  the  bill,  as  he  con- 
ceived most  unjust  and  oppressive;  praying,  that  his 
case  might  not  be  affected  by  any  post  Jkct'o  hw^ 
which  was  not  in  existence  at  the  time  of  the  sieged 
offence*  His  Counscf  strongly  urged  the  crying 
injustice  of  punishing  a  man  undef  a  retsospective 
law,  passed  18  months  after  thd  alleged  ofience 
had  been  committed  :  they  adverted  to  the  act  af- 
foiding  no  power  of  compelliJig  the  attendance  of 
withesses  from  Ireland,  and  argued  for  the  de-. 
eency  and  common  justice  of  trying  the  learned 
Judge  before  an  Irish  court  and  jury  in  a  country, 
where  his  person,  eharaqteT  and  conduct,  particu- 
larly as  connected  with  the  object  of  the  indict-, 
fiient,  were  better  known,  than  they  possibly  could 
be  in  England.  Lord  Chancellor  Eldon  stood 
*ealously  forward  to  oppose  the  petition  of  tlie 
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karaed  Judg^  wha  had  bpen  charged  with  the  .^^^^ 
inexpiable  offence  of  having  censured  the  system 
of  governing  Ireland.  His  conscience  summoned 
him.  to  resist  the  prayer  of  the  petition.  Nothing 
was  clearer  io  law,  than  that  if  a  man  published  a 
libel  at  York  and  in  London,  be  was  guilty  of  two 
distinct  offences,  and  could  be  tried  for  either  of 
them  in  one  county  or  the  other.  His  Lordship 
said,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  all  the  Kin'g^s  suh* 
jecLs  upon  receiving  the  King's  summons  to  attend 
any  of  his  courts^  of  law :  he  did  not  even  glance. 
at  the  refusal  of  bail,  where  the  arrest  was  made, 
or  the  unconstitutional  hardship  of  transporting  a  # 
man  to  take  his  trial  from  his  home  to  a  strange 
country.  After  a  copious  harangue  upon  tlie 
earnestness  of  his  own  wishes  to  do  ample  justice 
to  the  country  and  to  the  individual,  (and  one 
could  not  be  without  the  other)  he  objected  to  do 
any  thing,  that  could  interrupt  the  course,  which 
the  pending  trial  was  then  in.  He  thought  it  how- 
ever reasonable  to  afford  the  party  the  compulsory 
means  of  bringing,  over  witnesses  on  his  behali; 
and  this  was  effected  by  the  new  bill.  Upon  his 
Lordslvp's  motion,  the  House  negatived  some 
clauses  proposed  by  the  Earl  of  Westmeath,  wliich 
l>ad  been  drawn  up  to  remedy  the  evils  complained 
of  by  the-  learned  petitioner.  Thus  was  an  impro- 
vident and  unjust  statute  reflexedly  made  the  eh- 
ginepf  carrying  as  an  act  of  State^  what  the  pro- 
secutors and  their  managers  feared  to  leave  as  a 
matter  of  law  to  a  tribunal  of  Irish  judicature,  to 
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^^^^  which  atl  the  facts  of  the  t»M  iWre  too  w^ 

koown*. 
tte"Sa-"  Great  paim  were  taken  by  GovcrnaMiit  to  e3t- 
Mousre-  lol  the  steadioess,  moderatioa  and  liberality  of 
^te^pri.  Lord  Hardwielce's  GoverBment^  Yet  fche  |>ublic 
did  i«>t  readily  account  for  the  fie<|iienf  chtogcia  6f 
htsfir»t  Secretaries*  He  had  isot  been  fomr  yeaila 
H)  If  elaird,  when  the  tiominatron  of  Mr.  Vansittat t 
to  sueceed  Sir  Ev^an  Nepean,  made  the  fifth  ap* 
pointment  to  th^t  important  and  lucrative  sitoatioti 
since  his  Excellency's  arrival  ia  DubHn  en  the  93d 
of  May  ISQlf.     Equally  difficuit  was  it  to  bring 

^  On  tb6  Hdth  of  No¥e«)ber  180>«  Mr.  J^.  Joluison  was 
loQBd  guilty  in  a  trial  at  Bar  before  the  four  Judges  of  the  King's 
Bench  at  Westminster. .  The  only  point  made  at  the  trial  was. 
whether  the  manuscript  were  the  hand-writing  of  Z\.  Johnson. 
Four  persons  holding  situations  in  pnbUc  departments  in  Ireland^ 
^wore>  that  they  believed  thai  to  be  his  bttad-writing :  fi^  gen- 
tlemen swore  the  contrary*  The  leal-ned  Judge  was  put  to  a  ne- 
cessary expence  of  several  thousand  poipnds  iu  the  matter. 
Pending  this  bill  in  the  Commons,  Mr.  Vansittart  moved  ^o^ 
a  copy  of  the  correspondence  between  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  and  the'  Judges  relative  to  the  ckse  of  Mkv  Jndge  Jobo^ 
ten  :  a  tolerable  proof>  that  it  was  treated  mofe  as  a  matter  of 
State  policy^  than  of  constitutional  law. 

f  An  anfonymous  writer  published  in  1808,  A  Sketch  of  the  State 
qf  Ireland  past  and  present  ^  in  which  he  thus  notices  this  rapid  suc- 
cession of  Irish  Chief  Secretaries  or  Ministers.  •*  A  quicksand  Go- 
"  vernment,  that  swallows  in  its  fluctuations  every  veiUnreat 
**  reform.  lii  seven  yeslrs  Pte  have,  hjadfour  Chief  Gosveraors, 
**  and  eight  Chief  SecreK^ries»  of  difierent  principles  and  parties, 
"  each  stifling  the  abortive  system  of  his  predecessor  by  a  sys- 
"  tem  as  aboriiye.^'  More  truly  would  he  have  said,  that  they 
were  successively  appointed  to  devise  new  projects  for  disguising 
and  perpetuating  one  common  system  of  oppression  and  division. 
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Wilfiih  Hiiy  systetil  of  mod'eration  or  Itberality  the  ^^^^ 
unpr^eecleiited  SuflPerltig^  and  hardships  of  the  indi- 
Tiduald,  who  were  apprehended  In  1 803,  and  con* 
fined  under  the  suspefision  of  the  habeas  corpus  SiCt, 
and  their.coofiilfeftienr  aggravated  by  the'  most  un-' 
warfantabte  and  bli  barous  treatment.  Lord  Henty 
Petty  moved,  that  there  should  be  laid  before  the 
House  of  Commons  copies  of  the  depositions  of 
the  State  i>risoners  cotifihed  in  Kilmiinham  Goal, 
as  given  on  oath  befote  three  Judges  of  the  Court 

^e  author  of  that  pamplilet  assmxies  the  queint  originality  of 
acme  p^ri^fip^tiokr,  iffcotn^tl^te  reflecion,  and  ambigucrus  conclu^ 
fiioiu  He  afiectA  the  patriot,  and  Kbeh  his  coantry.  In  pro«. 
claiming  himself  unbiassed,  be  betrays  prejudice,  bigotry,,  and 
fear:  owning,  that  in  Ireland  impartiaUty  seldom  thinks,  and 
never  writes,  anticipating  bis  own  fate  of  beiltg  heard  by  fe)kv  and 
efiending  many,  he  asserts,  this  m^  situation,  the  inevitable  fate 
qf  cotemporary  truths  If  the  pamphleteer  possessed  that  respect- 
ability, which  his  talents  and  attainments  entitle  him  to,  the  pub- 
Vication  of  his  name  would  have  sanctioned  all  the  truths,  and  re- 
pressed mo^t  of  the  falsehoods,  which  superabound  in  his  publi-* 
cation.  No  liberal  man  would  dare  to  affix  an  untainted  name  tb 
the  following  coarse,  petulant,  and  unfounded  abuse  of  honour* 
able,  wise,  and  virtuous  personages  (49).  **  This  EmmeCt  and 
*'  M*Nevin,  liberal, sagacious,  and  well-informed,  have  admitted, 
**  though  K^oghy  Newport,  and  Parnell,  furious,  shallow,  (^nd 
"  higotted,  deny  it.'*  In  ISOii,  appeared  a  pamphlet,  entituled, 
"  A  Defence  of  Ireland,  or  a  refutation  of  national  calumnies, 
**  particularly  of  a  lil>ellous  publication,  purporting  to  give 
**  sketches  of  Jrelatid  past  and  present^  with  reflections  on  the 
"  Anuxr  Patrias,  and  its  natural,  offspring  a  national  spirit,  by 
"  Erigena,  &c/'  The  purport  of  the  title  is  made  good  by  the 
Author.     Erigena  writes  with  the  steady  perspicuity  of  the  phi-  ^ 

losopher,  the  erudition  and  elegance  of  the  scholar,  and  the  ua- 
alFfckd  ardor  of  tb«  patriot.  ,     ' 
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"^  of  King's  Bench  in  Ireland,  who  s^t  there  for  that 
purpose  on  the  l6th  and  17th  of  July  1804;  and 
also  copies  of  the  memorials  frpm  the  said  prison- 
ers of  State  tq  tlie  Lord  Lieutenant,  prior  and  sub- 
sequent to  the  said  dates.  Mr.  James  Fitzgerald 
on  another  occasion,  moved  for  an  account  of 
all  persons  im|/risoned  in  Ireland  for  treasonable 
charges,  together  with  the  causes  of  their  arrests, 
their  means  of  subsistence  whilst  in  prison,  and 
how  ilnd  when  such  of  them  as  had  been  libera- 
*  ted  were  discharged.  Difficulties  were  made  by  the 
Minister  against  specifying  the  grounds  of  com-, 
mitment,  lest  it  should  lead  to  a  discovery  of  the 
channels*,  through  which  Government  obtained 
informations* 

•  This  was  the  plea,  upon  which  Government  constantly 
rested  the  justice  of  the  different  indemnity  bills.  It  is  notorious, 
that  in  numerous  cases  of  State  prisoners  baViog  been  cqnfined 
fur  years,  no  charge  or  information  had  been  made.  It  appears 
therefore,  that  indemnities  were  more  anjwiousjy  called  for,  t6 
prevent  enquiries,  whether  any  and  uhat  persons  had  been  con** 
fined  without  charges  or  informations  against  them,  than  to  pre- 
vent discoveries  of  the  channels,  through  v/hich  Government 
obtained  the  information,  by  which  they  affected  to  be  guided  in 
their  discretion.  The  malignant  imbecillity  of  Lord  Hardwicke's 
Government  is  indelibly  recorded  in  the  profusion  of  innocent 
victims  they  sacrifit:ed  to  co^er  or  atone  for  their  own  inaprdvi- 
.  dence  and  neglect  in  July  1803.  It  not  only  ap))eared  in  evi- 
dence on  the  trials  of  the  State  prisoners  at  that  period,  but  was 
expressly  admitted  by  Lord  Castlereagh  in  the  House  of  Com* 
nions  in  discussing  the  shameful  events  of  that  season^  that  not 
onn,  hundred  men  had  ^iven  iiito  the  rebellious  projects  of  the 
unfortunate  enthusiast  Emmett,  and  yet  above  2000  persons 
wei-e  most  rigorously' punished,  who,  if  either  disposed  or  pro* 
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Mr.  Foster  having  brought  forward  tlie  Irish  ^J^w 
Budget,  in  order  to  provide  for  the  part  of  theimhE«d. 
supplies  for  the  year  to  be  raised  by  loan  in  Ireland,  ^nd  J- 
several  idebates  and  conversations  took  place  in  tlie^"**" 
House  of  Commons  upon  Irish  taxation.     In  one 
of  them  Mr.  James  Fitzgerald  urgQd  the  propriety 
of  adjusting  the  joint  account  between  England 
and  Ireland,  in  which  though  Commissioners  had 
been  appointed  for  the  purpose  in  the  last  and  pre^ 
ceding  session .  of  Parliament,  no  progress  what- 
ever had  been  made.  .  Trusting  that  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Irish  Exchequer  (Mr.  Foster)  would  at- 
tend seriously  to  that  necessary  subject,  he  moved 
for  the  production  of  several  {)apers;  vi^  an  ac- 
count of  all  payments  on  the  civil  list  of  Ireland 
from  January  1,  1801,  distinguishing  tlie  classes^ 
and  specifying  tlie  savings  or  additions  on  each 
class^  with  the  causes  thcfreof  c  an  account  of  aH 
duties  outstanding  on  bond  or  otherwise  in  Ire* 
laud :  an  account  of  all  new  taxes  laid  in  lrelan4 
since  January  1,  1301,  and  the  produce  of  eacit 
up  to  January  1805  :  an  account  of  the  stock  in, 
hand  in  Ireland  on  July  10,  1804  of  teas,  wine, 
sugar,    malt,    and    home-made  spirits,    with  the 
amount  of  the  additional  duty:  also  an  account  of 
the  encrease  of  all  duties  in  Ireland  sioce  January 
1,  1801.     He  also  brought  in  a  bill  of  much  uti- 
lity to  the  country  for  ascertaining  the  right  of 
"^  common  in  Ireland.     Several  financial  bills  were 

foled  to  rebellion,  had  on  that  occasion  at  least  tfao  merits 
haying  resisted  the  temptation  to  act  against  thjpir  allegiaace^ 
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]^^  brotigbt  in,  which  afttfwards  passed  into  laws :  viz. 
an  Act  for  cQOtmutng  and  amending  several  Acts 
for  regtilaiing  and  securing  the  oollectian  of  the 
4utie$  on  spintuous liquors. distilled  inlreland^  and 
yaiehousing  such  ^\nt%  for  exportation:  and  a 
Jike  Act,  with  reference  to  other  duties  <m  iite- 
health,  dweUing?hfiu$es,  coacihes,  and  otlier  car- 
jriages,  |pal6  $ervant$|  horseis,  anddbga.;  anodier, 
ap  to  papers  plain  and  printed  or  stained :  an:  Act 
for  charging  additional  diitiea  ob  Spanish  red  wines: 
a  fiirthei-  Act  for  hetter  collecting  and  securing  the 
ifivecyue  of  Cnst/ims  and  Excise^  and  fi>r  prevsentr 
ing  frauds  therein*  With  ail  this  ;Ie^iski;iyp  aa^ 
tion,  any.  further  recurrence  of  deficiency  orarnear 
in  the  revenue  would  seem  inipossiij)le,  tJEie.  mor^ 
^rtlcularly  so,  as  it  was  n)anaged'  by  Mr.  Foster, 
who  vidued  himself  for  his  pBe-j^miqient.  knowledge 
ipf  tihecomfnercki  and  £»:al  int^i^eats  oC.hii»  ponn- 
4/y.  Mr.  Fits^gerald  manifested  in  many  instaoce^ 
^  faithful  vigUaace  to  tlie  internal  inter^ts  of  his 
xountry  :  a  merjt  not  fteijii^tttly  observahle  in  the 
iai>h  Members.  He  ^ave.  notice  ia  the  .House, 
that  after  ithe^  Easter  rece^  be  intended  to  mw.Q 
Xof  an  account  of  tlie.moncy  raitoi  by  Grand  Juiy 
presentments  ia  Ireland  for  the  last  three  years« 
A  nioiie  tniiportant  juibject  x)f  regulation  could  xidi 
arrest  the  attention  of  the  fisgislature.  In  tht 
^oux^e  of  tlie  two  Is&t  y^ars^  above  a.miliion  sler- 
Hng  bad  been  levied  fox  ^  repair  of  coads  in  that 
country*. 

•  There  is  not  ?o  crying  a  source  (ff  abi3s6  ?ind  Jobbing  in  all 
Irel^d  as  the  systeoi  of  Graad  Jury  preseatments,  and  the  inter- 
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Mr.  ^  Pitt,  mimiih^)^mMv^  }}h  Amlimg  ^^^     ^^^^ 
eacef  in  Purli&ment,  f(msA  hinmii  n(^oQ^9itJ^t^d  to  RecruiiTng 

--  from  the 
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toll  iazva!iigpm»9i\  of  .c^uojty  police.  It  k  but  Aoq  well  knajwa  iy^  ^^ 
tbtt  Qouiitiy,  that  th&  appointment  of  the  SbecifTs,  Grand  Jurie^ 
tnd  ail  subaltern  provincial  officers  is  committed  to  the  influence 
of  the  ministerial  Members. of  Parltaiftent.  It  th«is '  becomes  an 
Inexhaustible  source  of  abased  patronage :  presentments  ave  frtf- 
qaeoU]^  ninic  ^]^  In  Qiany  ia^tf^vices.  iiirge  9Mm$  of  mOney 
hpf^  ^en  repeii^ied  by  ofu^leqt  l«idloi4s  of  freehold  voters,  ai]i4 
the  roads  have  rc^mained  impassible,  and  the  accounts  unsettled. 
The  sums  levied  fall  not  upon  the  owners  but  the  occupiers  of 
the  soil :  which  when  once  assessed  upon  the  different  detiomi* 
nations  ef  the  land,  if  not  paid  to  the  daycare  enforced  ip  a  vejey 
cavfedi^  maitner  l)y  iV^  high  coQstfa|>l^,  who  gejier^liy.brM^ 
with  hiip  a  detackm^^t  of  the  ar^y^  and  sweeps  the  defanUerf 
distfjfit  of  all  their  cattle*  Thi^  appeals  to  be  9  principal  occu- 
pation of  the  army  in  country  quarters.  They  call  it,  driving 
for  the  public  money.  Would  to  God,  that  the  appropriation  of 
the  moiiey^  were  ^  prompt,  faHbful,  £ind  ose&il  ilo  the  pablic,  tig 
^bp^l^ffy  ^  quMc,  O06\^y,  aod  oppreseire  ^o  M)e  t^enan^s.  Wh^iir 
^ver  tb^.  Judges  of  s^ssia^^  fropji  a  seiise  of  pubUp  duty,  resist  any 
improper , conduct  of  the  Grand  Jury,  they  are  sure  to  embroil 
themselves  in  serious  differences.  Such  was  the  case  of  Judge 
tox  and  Lord  Abercorne. 

t  Nothing  efser.  let  down  ^r.  Pitt  90  coach  to  his  own  eyie% 
Is  his  inability  to  carry  his  friend  and  colleague  Lord  Melville 
ihrough  'ti»  iinpeaahmei^t  of  the.  Comm<H^9  for  high  eri«ies  and 
taisdemeanors.  The  House  divided  in  equ^l. numbers,  216.u|)0«i 
(he  previous  question  put  by  Mr.  Pitt  to  get  rid  of  Mr,  Wiiit- 
kead's  xesoiutioDs,  when  Mr.  Abbott  the  Speaker  gave  the  ca%V* 
ifig  vsote  against  th^  Minuter.  Mr.  Pitt  expressed  in  Hf«l|^ 
terms,  the  keen  monifici^tio})  he  suffered  in  coromunicating  tp.t^ 
House  of  Commons.  hiA  M^yesty's  acceptance  of  Lord  ]\IelviUe> 
resignation  of  the  office  of  First  Lord  of  the  Admirahy,  and  the 
erasure  of  his  name  fnooai  the  list  pf  Privy  Counsellors.  Mr. 
Csnaiag,-  Tveasurer  of  the  Navy,  was  also  driven  by  Uie  sense 
sf  the  HoMse  of  Commons  to  dismiss.  Mr..  Tcotter,  who  h^d  beea 
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1S05.  resort  to  Ireland  m  an  indirect  manner  for  rccrmt- 
ing  the  army,  notwithstanding  his  new  pledged  re- 
sistance to  the  admission  of  Roman  Catholics  to 
serve  in  the  army  and  navy  out  of  Ireland,  He 
brought  in  a  bill  to  allow  a  certain  portion  of  the 
Militia  of  Ireland  to  enlist  into  the  army,  ord- 
nance, and  marines.  No  reduction  was  however 
to  take  place  in  the  iVIilitia.  The  numbers  allowed 
to  volunteer  were  two-fiftbs  of  the  whole  MiHtta 
then  on  foot ;  which  was  then  to  be  filled  up  to  its 
orighial  complement  by  ballot  with  all  possible  dis- 
patch, as  he  wished  the  defensive  force  of  Ireland 
not  to  be  diaiinisbed ;  and  the  facility  of  raising 
men  for  the  JMilitia  was  much  greater  in  Ireland, 
than  in  England^  Sir  John  Newport,  ever  alive  to 
the  interests  of  his  country,  objected  to  the  mea- 
sure, because  it  would  expose  Ireland  to  the  at'P' 
tack  of  the  enemy  by  taking  away  the  men,  *al- 
ready  disciplined,  and  leaving  its  defence  to  X2C^ 
recruits*.  Several  observations  were  made  by  Eng- 
lish Members,  upon  the  mode  of  recruiting  for 
the  Militiaf  in  Ireland,  which  up  to  that  period  had 

Lord  MeWiHe*s  confidefttiat  Secretar}'  aad  Agent  from  the  office 
'  of  Paymaster  of  the  Navy. 

♦  On  this  occasion  General  Tarleton  obserred  from  his  expe* 
rience  in  thecerjice*  that  no  men  Were  so  quick  at  learning  mili- 
tary dibcipltne  a»  Jrish  recruits.  Several  experienced  officers 
ba^  acknowledged  to  the  author,  that  the  Irish  soldiers  are  more 
athletic,  and  undergo  hardships  with  much  more  alacrity  aod 
sudbr  less  from  tliem  than  the  English.  Their  impetuosity  and 
prowess  are  notorious,  Fience  a  lamentable  aggravation  of  the 
impolicy  of  excluding  them  from  the  regular  service,  and  re* 
tciuiting  them  only  by  steaUfat  or  deception. 
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not  been  by.  ballot  in  the  rpspec^tive  counties ;  but  ,J,5^ 
Militiamen  were  raised,  wherever  the  recruiting 
Serjeants  could  find  them. . 

Several  preparatory  steps  were  taken  by  both  Petitions 
sides  in  contemplation  of  the  decisionj[>f  the  great  StMi^  * 
question  upon  Catholic  Emancipation,  which  stood  ^"^^**^ 
for  early  days  in  May  in  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment    Petitions^  against  it  were  presented  from 
the  Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  from 
the'  cities  of  London  and  Dubljn,  the  county  of 
Fermanagh,   and  other  corporations  and    public 
bodies.     In  order  t6  have  the  advantage  of  the 
brilliant  talents  of  Mr«  G rattan  in  the  discussion 
of  .the   Catholic  question.    Lord   Fitzwilliam  in- 
duced the  Honorable  C.  L.  Dundas  to  vacate  his 
seat  for  the  borough  of  AJalton,  and  Mr,  Gratt^n 
was  returned  for  it, 

Qn  the  10th  of  May,  Lord  Gren^ille  introduced  Lord Gr«»n. 
Ihe  Catholic  petition*    by  recommending  to  their dJliti^thT 

Catholic 
«  petition. 

*  As  the  general  argumeots  for  aqd  against  the  merits  of  tfie 

Catholic  question  have  been  so  frequently  ur^ed  and  defended 
on  late  public  occasions,  ^ittd  are  familiar  to  aU>  who  interest 
theoiselFes  in  it,  they  will  not  here  be  even  referred  to«  Suffipe 
'  it  to  observe,  that  every  invidious  and  effeta  objection  to  the  Ca- 
tholic faith,  docU*ines  and  morals  were  brought,  into  tlie  .contest 
by  the  opponents,  and  anticipated  or  answered  by  t^e  supporM^rs 
of  tbe  pleasure.  Those  arguments  only  will  be  noticed,  whiph 
appear  to  be  new  and  illusjtratiye  of  (he  modern  jiistory  ^id  sys- 
tematic government  of  Ireland*  Haying  (bujtid  it  a  duty  to  gif  ^ 
the  debate  on  this  question  ii>ore  in  detail,  than  ^ny  other,  that 
has  taken  place  since  the  Union,  as  th^t^  which  most  intimately 
♦    involved  the  vital  interests  of  Ireland,  th(e  eod  proposed  Qiigbl 

VOL.  n,  a 
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1805.    Lordships  to  grtot  the  \dhble  of  it^ !  if  "tbeynieant 

not.be  answered,  unless  the  petitba'  which  ganre  viic^  to.il,  vere 
'    adjoiaed. 

I    •  To  the  Right  Honourable  and  Honourable  the  Knights^  Citizens, 

I  and  Burgesses  of  the  tJnited  Kingdom  of^reat  Biitain  and  Ire* 

I  landj  in  Parliamont- assembled.       '  ' 

The  Humble  Petition  qf  the  Rmmn  Catholics  of  Ireland y  •what 
names  air  hereunto  subscribed,  oh  ietiaff  qf  fhimseh^  and  of 
others  his  Majt&tys . Subjects, ^ prcfessing  the  'Roman  '-CaAolic 
Religion, 

'*  Sheweth— That  your  'Petitioners  are  steadfastly  attached 

to  the  Person,  Family,  and  Go^erbtnent  of  tbotr  Ml^  Crtadous 

Sorereign;  thsitthey  are  impressed  with  aentiments  of  the  most 

-affectionate  gratitude  fOr  thebenign  laws,  which  hi^ve  been  cn- 

<  acted  for  meliorating  their  cdkidition  during  his  paternal  reign, 

I  i        •  and  tha\  they  contemplate,  t^ith  rational  and'  decided  predilec- 

I  '  tion  the  admirable  principles  of  the  Bridsh  C4ii0tHatl6a. 

*'  Your  Petitioners:  Inost  bjimbiy  state*  \h»t'  they  biw  so- 
lemnly and  publicly  taken  the  oaths  by-  law.  prescribed  to  his 
Majesty's  Roman  Catholic  subjects,  as  te&ts  of  political  and  mo- 
i^al  principles,  and  they  confidently  appeal  to  the  sufferings,  which 
they  have  long  endured,  and  the  sacrifices  Which  Uiey  still  make* 
rather  than  violate  their  consciences;  (by  taking  oat^  of  a  reli- 
gious or  spiritual  import  contrary  to  their  belief)  as  decisive 
proofs  of  their  pi^bfound  and  scrupulous  reverence  for  the  sacred 
obligation  of  an  oath.  - 

Your  Petitioners  beg  leave  to  represent,  that  by  those  awful 
tests  they  bind  thetoselves,  in  the  presence  of  the  all  seeing 
Deity,  whom  all  classes  of  Christians  adore ;  To  be  fajthftil 
^nd  bear  true  allegiance' to  their  most  gracious  Sover^gn 
Lord  King-  GEORGE  the  Third,  and  him  to  defend  to  the 
utmost  of  their  power  against  all  conspiracies  and  attempts 
whatsoever,  that  shall  be  made  against  his  person,  crown,  or 
dignity ;  to  do  their  utmost  endeavours  to  disclose  and  make 
known  to  his  Majesty  and  hjs -heirs  all  treasons  ai^  traitorous 
canspiracies,  which  may  be  formed  against  him  or  them,  and 
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totfischarge  that  duty^  whiek  thcUnhn  knd  im-    d^^^. 

faithfuftly  to  ittsiiitain/  support  andHl^fend,  to  the  iltttio^l  tjf  iheir 
power,  the  ftucc^ssioti  to  the  Crown  in  hisMaj^sty's-family  agarinst 
any  person  or  persons*  whatfcoetfer.**' 

"That;  tiy   those   oaiths,   they  rettoottce  and.  abjure   obc- 
^ieDce  and    kil<^ance   unto    any   other   person    dalmtng    or 
prfetehdmg'a  right  to  the  Crowii   bf  ihrs  'realm :  that 'they 
reject  atid  detect,  4is  undnristian  and  impicvus  to  'bvliete^  that' 
it  is  lawful  in   any  way  to  injure  any  person  or  persons  what- 
soever and^er  pretence  of  their  being  Heretics,  and  also  that 
uachrijtian  arid  impious  principle/  that*  no  faith  is  to  be  'kept 
with  ii^retics;  that  it- is   no  article  Of  their  fafth,   and  that 
tbeyrenoonce,  reject,  and  abjeirethe  opinion,  that  Princes, ex- 
conrmonicated''bythc-ft)pe  isind  Coortcil,  or  by  anyauthorhr 
whauoeyer,*niay' be- deposed  ormordeted  by  th^ir  subjects,  or  by* 
aiiyperson  whatsoieTer ;  that  they  do'hot  bdieve,  that  the  Pope 
of  Rrnne,  orany  other*foreign  Prince,  Prelate,  Stale  or  Poten** 
tate,  hafrtif  or  ought  "to  have  any  temporal  or  civil  jorisdict]on» 
power,  stfperiorlty  or  pre-eminence  withm  this  realm  ;  that  they 
iinnly  believe,'  that  YK)' act,  initseirunjust,  immoral,  or  wicked,* 
can  ever  be  justified  or  excused  by;  or  under  pretence  or  colour. 
that  it  was  donefar  the  good  of  the- Church,  or  in  obcidltencd  to 
any  Ecclesiastical  Power  whatsoever':  and  it  is  not  aii  Article  of 
the  Catholic  Faith,  nether  are  they  thereby  required  to  believe 
or  profess;  ;thal  the  Pope  is  infaVHble,  or  that  they  are  bound  to 
•bey  any  4srder,  in  its  own  tiature  immoral,  though  the  POpe  or 
*"y  Ecctislbstteal'  Po^tr  shouk)  issue  or  direct  any  such  oi'der  j 
buttbatonttiecotttrary  they  hoM^  that  U  would  be  sinful  in  them 
to  pay  any  respe(it  or  obedience  thereto  ;  that  they  do  not  be. 
^^«»e,thatany  sin  whatsoeteV,*  committed  by  them,  can  be  for- 
gwcaatthe  ihere  will  of  any  Pope,  or  of  any  Priest,  or  Of  any 
Pe^op  or  persons*  Whsftsoever ;  but.that<any  peiison,  who  receives    ^ 
absolution  without  a  siu cere  sorrOw  for  sadi  sin,  anda^rm  and 
»'ncere  resolution  to  avoid  future  goilt,'and  to  atone  t6  God,  So  fat 
W  obtaiuJtig  thereby  any  remission  of  his  sin,  incurs  the  addip 
t"on<il  guilt  of  violating  a  sacrament ;"  and  by  the  same  solemn 
^^'gation,  ^'tfaeyare  boand,  and  firmly  pledged  to  defend,  to 
^  uunQgt  of  their  power,  the  settlemant  and  acrangcment  of 

o  2       .  . 
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^^^*    pesfd  up09  thtm^  and  t,o  provide  for  the  real  aud 

property  .ill  their  eooBtry  as  esUbVuhed  by  the  lawa  now  in  be- 
ing; that  they  have,  clisclaimed*  difavoired*  and  soleninly  ab- 
jured'  any  iDtention  to  subvert  the  pre«eiit  Church  .est^blisbnM^it 
lor  the  purpose  of  subatituttng  a  Catholic  .establishmeot  in  iu 
stead.;*'  and  that  they  have,  also  solemnly  sworn  f'  that  they  will 
iV>t«xercise  aay^pi^ivilege,  to  which  they  are  or  niay  become  en- 
titled,  .tauiistucb  or  weaken  the  BrotesCiLat  religion,  or  PrQtestaat 
Government,  in  Ireland.'' 

.  "  Your  Petitioaers  roost  humbly  beg  leave  to  shew,  thatiaw- 
eyerpamful  it  is  to  their  feelings,  that  it  should  still  be  thought 
necessary  to  exact  suph  tests  from  tbem,  (smd  from  them  alone  ef 
ell  his. Majesty's  .subject^  they  can  with  perfect  truth  affirm, 
that  the  political  aoud  moral  principles,  w;hichare  thereby  assert- 
ed#  are  not  only  cooforroahle  to  their  opinions,  but  expressly  in- 
culcated by  the  religion,  which  they  profess.:  and  your  Petitioners 
most  humbly  trusty,  that  the  religious  doctrine^,  which^rmit  jucb 
tests  to  be  taken,  will  be  pronounced  by  this  Honourable  House 
to  be  entitled  to  a  toleration,  not  merely  partial  but  complete, 
under  the  happy  ConsUtution  and  Government  of  this^realm: 
and  bis.  Majesty^  Roman  Catholic  subjects,  holding  those  prin- 
ciples* will  be  considered  as  siibject^^  upon*. whose  fidelity  the 
State  may  reppse  the  firmest Teliance. 

<'  Your  Petitioners  fnrtber  most  humbly  shwnr,  that  26  years 
have  now  ^^psed  since  their  most  gracious  Sovereign  and  the 
Hooourablci  Houses'of  Parliament  in  Ireland,  by  iheir  public 
and  deliberate  act»  declared,  that,  "  from  the  uoilbrm  peaceable 
behaviour  of  the  Roman  Catholics  oi  Ireland  for  a  long  series  of 
years,  it  ig)peared  reasonable. and  expedient  to  relax  th^  disabi- 
lities and  incapacities,  under  which  they  Ubouced, .  and  that  it 
must  tend  not  only  to  the  cuUiration  and  improvjemnnt  x>f  this 
kingdom,  but  to  the  prosperity  and. strength  of  all  his  Mt^iesty's 
dpminions,  that  his  Majesty's  subjects  of  all  denominations  should 
i^njoy  the  blessings  of  a  ixee  Constitution,  and  should  be  bound 
to  ea<;h  x>t.ber  by  mutual  interest  and  mutual  affection  :  adecls- 
jation  founded  upon  unenring  principles  of  justice' and  sound 
policy,  which-atiU  remains  to  bejcarrrcd  into  full  eftect  .(although 
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essential  union  of  all-  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland* ;  ^^^-  . 


yoar  Petitioners  are  impressed  with  a  belief,  tl^t  the  %ppreb^ii-  ' 
sioas,  which  retarded  its'  lyeneiicial  operaition  prerioiis  to  the  ' 
UnioQ^  cannot  e»^t  in  the  t^arltament  of  th^  United  Kingdom). 

*'  For  your  Petitioners  most  humbly  shew,  tbs^t  by  firtiae  of 
divers  statutes  now  in  force^  his  Majesty's  Roman  Catholic  sub- 
jects, who  form  so  great  a  praportion  of  the  population  of  Ire^  ' 
land,  and  contribute  so  largely  to  the  resources  of  the  State^  da  ' 
yet  labour  under  many  incapacities,  restraints  and  privatiovis,  * 
which  affect  them  with  peculiar  severity  in  s^lmost  every  station  ' 
of  life;  that  more  especially  they  are  denied  the  capacity  of 
sitting  or  voting  in  either  of  the  Honourable  Housei^  of  Parlia- 
ment; the  manifold;  evils  consequent  upon  which  incapacity 
they  trust  it  is  unnecessary  to  unfoM  or  enumerate  to  this'  Ho- 
DDtirable  Housis. 

^  They  are  disabled  from  holding  or  e?tercising  (unless  by  a  ' 
special  dispensation)  tny  corporate  office  whatsofever  in  the  cities 
or  towns  in  which  they  reside  ;  they  are  incapacitated  and  dis- 
qualified from  hbfding  or  exercfsing  the  offices  of  Shertflfs^  ^ub* 
Sheriff,  and  various  offices  «f  trust,  honour  and  emolument  in 
the  Slate,  in  his  Majesty *s  military  and  naval  service,  and  in  the 
administrationof  the  laws,  in  this  their  native  land.  ' 

"  Your  Petitioners,  declining  to  enter  into  the  [Mincipal  detait 
of  the  many  incapacities  and  indOnveniencies  avowedly  inflicted  ' 
by  those  staftotes  upon  his  Majesty's  Roman  Catholic  subjects, 
heg  leave  however,  most  earnestly  to  solicit  the  attention  of  thi* 
Honourable  House,  to  the  humiliating  ^nd  ignotninious  system  of 
exclusion,  reproach  and  suspicion,  which  those  statutes  generate 
and  keep  alive.  - 

"  For  your  Petitioners  moiit  hutably  shevv.  that  in  conse- 
qaenceof  the  hostile  spirit  thereby  sanctioned,  their  hopes  of  en- 
joying even  the  privileges,  which,  throiagh  the  benignity  of  their 
J»9st  gracious  Sovereign,  they  hs^vebeen  capacitated  to  enjoy, 
are  nearly  altogether  frustrated,  insomuch  that  they  are,  in  ef- 
fect, shut't)ut  from  almost  all  the  honours,  dignities,  ^\\ii  offices 
of  tru^  and  emolument  in  the  State,  from  rank  and  distinction  in 

hiiMajp^ty's  anny  and  navy,  and  even  from  the  lowest  siluktions 
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J^^  ill  bonds  of  afl^ction  and  loyalty,  and^  a  resdtttion 

and  franchises  in.ih^  leveral,  cities  and  corporate  towns  througb- 
out  .his  Majesty 's  domiQioBs. 

''  And  your  ■  I^etitioae,rs  severely  feel,  that  this  unqualified 
lOlterdigtion  of  tbpse  of  their  commuoion  from  all  municipal,  sta- 
tions^ from  the  franchises  of  all  Guilds  and  Corporations,  and 
from  the  patronage  and  benefits  annexed  to  those  situations,  isaa 
evil  not  terminating  in  itself;  for  they  beg  leave  to  staxe^  that, 
by  giving  an  advaAtage  over  those  of  their  commonion  to  otKers, 
by  whom  such  situations  are  exclusively  possessed,, it  establishes 
a  species  of  unquaJifif|dmppopji>1y,  universally  operating  in  their 
disfavo^^  contrary  <tQ  the  ^pi^^  and  highly  detrimental  to  the 
freedom,  of  trade. .  '  . 

•*  Your  Petitioners  lilutwise  severely,  feeU  thaJJ  his  M?^esty's 
Roman  Catholic  subjects,  in  consequence  of  their  exclusion,  from 
the.pffices  of  Shejiiis  and  Sub-Sheriffs*  and  of  thjg  hostile. spirit 
of  thqs^  statuj^es^  do.  not  fully  eojpy  certain  oth^r  inestimable  pri* 
vilegos  o/ .the  British  Cpn^titutioiij  which  thf  law  ha^  mo^^t  z^a* 
lonsly  maintained  and  eecured  tp  j^\\eiv  fellow  sabiiects* 

«'  Your  Petitioners  mostvhumhJy  beg  loaye  to.  solicit  the  atten- 
tion of  this  Honourable  House  to  the  distinction*- which-  has  con- 
ceded the  elective,  and  denies  ^be  representativj^  franchise  to.  one 
and.  the  same,  class  eif  his  Majesty's  subjects,  which  det^bes 
from  property  its  proppctioa  of  political  pQwer  under  .a  Constitu- 
tion, whose  vital  principle  is  the  union  of  the  one.vi^itjbi  thg  other; 
which  closes  every  axenu^  of  legalized  ambition,  ag^jn^t.  those, 
who  nfust  be  presumed  to.bs^ve  great /Cfedil;  and^  influence  apiong 
the  mass  of  the  pop^l^tjon  of  the  country ;.  wljpch  refupQS  to 
Peers  of  the  realm  all  share  in  the  legislative  r^pr^p^n.tation, 
either,actvia|  or.  virtual,  and  rewd^rs  the  lib^ral.proft^ssjoq,  of  the 
law  to  Roman  Catholics  a  mer.e  object  of  pecqnifM'y  tra^c,  de- 
spoifed  of  its  hopes  and  of  its  honour^.  . 

'•  l^ot^r  .Petitioners  further  mo^t  humbly  shew,,  that  the  et- 
dusion  of  so  nuiperpus  and  efficient  a.  portioa  of  his  Majesiy's 
subjects  as  the  Roman  Catholics^  of  this.realm^  froip. civil  ho- 
nours and  offices,  ^nd'from.  advancem^.ptjn  his  Majesty/i army 
and  navy,  actually  impairs,  ip.a  very  material  degree,  the  most 
valuable  resources  of  the  British  Empire,  by  impeding  his  Ma- 
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jcstyVgeoeral  service,  stifling  the  most  honourable  incentives  to 
civil  and  military  merit/  and'ujiriecessarily  restrktiog  the  exer- 
cise, of  that  birigbt  jl>rerogati.ve  of  the  Crowb«  which  eocourageA 
good  subjects  to.promote  the  public  welfare,  and  excitdi  them  to 
meritorious  actions,  by  a  well'"regurated  distribution  of ' puhlic^ 
honours  and  rewards'. 

"Your  Petitioners  beg,  leave  most  hdmbly  to  submit,  that 
those  manilbld  incapacities,  restraints  and  privations,  iire  abso- 
lutely repugnant  to  the  liberal  arid  comprehensive  principles  re- 
cognized by  ttieir  most  gracious  Sovereign  and  the  Patlialment  of 
Ireland;  that  they  are  impolitic  festraif^ts  upon  hi r  Majesty's' 
Royal  prerogative ;  that  they  are  hurtful  and  veotetfotts  to  the 
feelings  of  a  loyal  s^nd  generous  people^  and  that  the  total  aboli- 
tion of  theni  wih  be  found  not  tonly  conipatible  with,  but  highly 
conducive  to,  the  perfect  securiiy  of  evek'y  establishment,  reli- 
gious or  political,  now  existing  in  this  realm'. 

"  Fof  Joui-  Petitibners  mo5t  explicitly  declare,  that  they  do 
not  seek  or  wish,  in  the  fenpotest  degree  to  injure  or  encroach 
upon  "  the  Rights,  Privileges,  Immunities,  Possessions,  or  Be- 
venues  appertaining  to  tKe  Bishops  and  Clergy  of  the  Protestant 
Religion  as  by  law  established,  or  to  the  Churches  committed  to* 
their  charge,  or  to  any  of  them  ''  The  sole  object  erf  your  Pe- 
titioners being  an  equal  participation,  upon  equal  terms  with 
their  fellow  subjects,  of  the  full  berieiitaof  the  British  Laws  and 
Constitution. 

"  Your  Petitioners  beg  leave 'most  humbly  to  observe,^  that 
although  they  might  w^lan<)  justly  insist  upon  the  firm  and  un« 
abated  loyalty  of  hit  l^ajesty's  Roman  Catholic  subjects  to  their 
most  gracious  Sovereign,  their  profound  respect  for  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  their  dutiful  submission  to  the  laws,  yet  they  most 
especially  rest  thejr.  humble  claims,' and  expectations,  of  relief 
upon  the  cleac  and  manifest  conduciveness  of  the  measure,  which 
they  solicit,  to  the  general  and  permanent  tranquillity,  strength, 
and  happiness  of  dift  fritish  Empire.  And  your  Petitioners,  en- 
tertaining no  doubt,  of  its  final  accomplishment,  from  its  evident 
jastice  and  utility^  do  most  solemnly  assure  this  Honourable 
ilousei  that  their  earnest  solicitude  for  it,  at  this  peculiar  crisis. 
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^^^y^  the  country  against  all  'en^nfiirt  extetnal  tod  itttcp 

arises  principally  from  their  anxioos  desire  to  extinguish  aH  mo- 
tives to  disunion,  and  all  means  of  exciting  discontent. 

'*  For  your  Petitioners  most  humbly  state  it  as  their  decided 
bpinion,  that  the  enemies  of  the  British  empire,  who  meditate  the 
subjligation  of  Ireland,  have  no  hope  of  success,  save  in  the  dis- 
union of  its  inhabitants ;  and  therefore  it  is,  that  your  Petitioner^ 
ai^e  deeply  anxious,  at  this  moment,  that  a  measure  should  be 
accomplished,  ivhich  will  annihilate  the  principle  of  religious 
animosity,  and  animate  all  descriptions  of  his  Majesty's  sub- 
.  jectsin  an  enthusiastic  defence  of  the  best  Constitution,  that  has 
ever  vet  bten  established.  .  .     ,  .        ,  * 

"  Your  Petitioners  therefore  most  humbly  presume  to  express 
their  earnest,  but  respectful  hope^  that  this  Honourable  House 
tvi|l,'in  its  wisdom  and  liberality,  deem  the  several  statutes  now 
in  force  against  them/  no  longer  necessary  to  be  retained,  and 
that  his  MaJesty^s  loyal  and  dutiful  subjects,  professing  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  religion,  naay  be  effectually  relieved  from  the  ope- 
ration of  those  statutes,  and  that  so  they  may  be  restored  to  the 
full  enjoyment  of  the  benefits  of  the  British  Constitution,  and  to 
ev'ery  inducement  of  attachment  to  that  Constitution,  equally 
and  in  common  with  their  fellow  subjects  throughout  the  British 
JEropire.. 

"  And  yoiir  Petitioners  will  ever  pray,  &c.*' 

Shrewsbury  Waterford  and        Dennis  Scully 

Virei|f:ford        '  James  Nangle 

Fingall  A.  l>onel,  M.  D. 

Kenmare*  I'homas  Warren  ' 

Gormanstown       '  ,     John  Duffy 

Southwell  RithardSauie" 
Trimlestown                          *     Bartholomew  Taylor 

Kobei't  Plankett  Joseph  Taylor    ' 

Thomas  Bat  newalt  Charles  Ryan 

Thomas  French,  Bt.  Francis  Crvm*    ' 

Edward  Bellew,  Bt.  Nicholas  Gannon  *" 

Francis  Goold,  Bt.  Valentine  O'Connor 
Thomas  Ryan                 '      .      Waiter  Dowdall 
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naL.afe  Lordship  pFrtsedupon  their  consideration  J^ 


James  Ryao       i 
Edward  Moore 
J.  Purcell,  M.  D. 
ThoAasEgsih,  M,  D. 
Ambr<Me  O'Farrell 
Richard  Bolga:     . 
Rand.M'Donqel! 
Christopher  D.  Bellew 
Anthony  Donelan 
JohnHartney 
Jeremiah  Wm.  Bagot  ^ 
O'Donoghue  of  the  Gli0s 
Hugh  O'Conaor  ,  ^     ^ 
P.  O'Brien  Butler 
'JohnO'Reily 
Thomas  O'Gbnnor 
John  Roke 
James  Nowlan^  jan. 
Mich.  Fleming 
Denis  T.  O'Brien 
Robert  Caddell 
Thomas  Barry 
M.F.  Lynch 
Chrfrtopher  Taylor 
Charles  Roche 
John  Taaffe 
Rich.  Strange 
George  Goold 
Wm.  Bellew 
Maurice  O'Connel 
Daniel  O'Maliony 
Gerald^  Aylmer 
John  White 
Thos.  Redington  , 
J.M.  Grainger 
R.  S.  Keating« 
J  amei  Scully 


Francis  Coleman 

Lewis  Ward 

James  P.  Ward 

V.  p*Conrior,  jun. 

Thomas  Fitzgerald 

David  Hiochy 

James  Barron 

Edward  Ryan 

John  Burke 

Edward  Burke 

James  Byrne 

John  Brennan 

Jeremiah  Ryan  . 

Pierce  Barroii 

Wm.  Barron 

Charles  Byrne 

Dominick  Rice 

Ambrose  Moore 

R.  P.  M,'DonneU    . 

Eneas  M'Donnell   - 
John  Byrne 
Daniel  O'Conncl 

John  Lalor 
Thomas  Dillon 
Philip  Roche 
Eiias  Corbally 
Thos.  Fitzgerald 
Dom.  W.  O'Reilly,^ , 
Malachy 'Donelan 
Robert  French 
Daniel  Cronin 
James  Ryan    : 
Thomas  Galway 
John  Roche 
R  Burke 
H.  Traiit. 
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J^^  whatappearcd.ta.be  little  thought  ofi;  that'tb^ 
had  a  population  6f  from  three  to  five  millions  of 
fellow  subjects  to  legislate  for,  who  proftssed  and 
were  firmly  attached  to  tb?  Roman  Catholic   rdi-r 
gion,  and  wlio  therefoiefor  every  piufpose  of.  Go- 
vernment and'lcgislattoii  were  to  beftreated  ii#»JSd* 
tnan  Catholics  (such  as  they  had  been  brought  up 
and  chose  to  remain):     To  obviate  the  argument 
for  the  necessity  of  all  the  high  offices  civil  and 
military  being  enjoyed  by.  those,  who  professed  the 
religion  of  the  State,  lie  instanced^  tliat«  within:  Im 
own  time  he  had'  seen  the  principal  oiitees-  of  the 
law  filled  by  men,  who  had  been  educated  in  the 
Presbyterian  religion,  (Lords  Mansfield  and  liLoss- 
lyn,  Lord  C.  Baron  Mac  Donald,  ai>d  Sir  WUliain 
Grant)  and  he  could  in  like  manner  enumeiatdt  per* 
sons  pf  the  highest  distinction  in  the  army  and 
navy,  who  did   not  profess  the  religi<?n   of  the 
State.     Dissenters  were  not  excluded  from  Parlia- 
ment.    The  Scotch.  Peers  and  Members,  ^^dfiwwy 
others  were  not  of  the- established  religioa*.  Long 
said   his  Lordship^  bad  he  sought  that^  opf>6ftu- 
nity  of  bringing  forward  such  a  petition:  and 
finding,  that  the  Catholics  began  to  grow  impa- 
tient, when  nothing^ had  )dttnUowt  towards  re^l^^n- 
ing  that  pledge^,  ztfhiGh.  had  been  formeH^.  given 
thet/iy  he  thoug^itiit  aKf)edient  to  bring  forward 
the  measure  at  once:  and  he  thought  that  season 
of  all  others  the  inost  favourable  for  introducing  it. 
He  moved  that  the  Housie  should  resolve  itself  into 

•  King  WilUan)  w?|^a  strict  Presbyterian.     , 
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aiGbiiiinh1eero£:the  Avliolf  House-  to  take  the  peti-  .  ^'^^ 
tion<:>intorOon8tiIemtioD.  Lord  Haivkfsbury  sliarply 
arratgnecL'  luird^Grenville  Air  laundiing  into  all  tluit 
unduei heatr^anrtJutemperaiicey  \^hich,  he  had  set 
oatwilih  disclftiming.  fai  repl}V  ^l^^  noble  Secre^ 
tany  of.  State  was  directly  charged  with  beings 
guilty  of(.tl)&  grosisest  misrepresennuJOQ ;  and  au 
appeal)  wasrdiade  to. the  Honse,:  whether  Lord 
Gretivilteiiniany  one  infttancc;  had-JTcoui-se  to  to- 
ptcatoftbe  ioihmiBatory  natune^Avitb  wkicb  he  had 
beeik  charged;  He  ;had  spoken  <  of  na  tr iamph j .  bu  t 
that  of  reason,  which  would  ultimately  prevaiL 
Takeoff^*  sakl  Lord'  Giienviile,  the  chains  of  reli- 
gious thrakjotn,  and  lyoui  will  cKmctly  fiod,  t-hat  in 
all  political  mwa  you  gaift  subjects^  and  in  ev^ry 
social  vmvi  you  gain  tfricndis.  ' 

Lard  Hmekesburif  openly  adoMtted,  thatino^f-  loh 
fortshad  been  s^at^ed  by  hifnsdf 'and  the  respect- i,u,J^.**" 
able  Nobleman,  who  was  in  the  Lieutenancy  of 
Ireland/  to  preveftti  the  question  ftom  being  agi- 
tated in  that  junctpre.  He-complained,  t^iat  after  - 
altj^kialt  l^d  befcn  doi^e,  to  point  ow«  to^  the  peti- 
floncfs  tire  riglit-  line  ofi  tlieir  duty,  they  had 
thought  pix>i)^r  to  commit  tl)€ir  inter es<l.<  to  a  party 
avowedly  hostile  to  his  Majesty^s  Government. 
The- country,  said  tlie  luAte  Seorelary,  as  to  all 
sentiments*,  alt  view«,  all  •  feefi ng»  had  of  that  great 
questibo,  the  sense  of  that  conrttry  and  of  the  re- 
flecting part  of  tbe  workl  ai'e  cfeeidedly  against  it. 
He  warne<l  their  Lordships  hot  to  lodge  political 
l>ower  in  the  hands  of  the  unworthy :  and  re- 
minded them;  that  from  the  time  of  the  Roman         ^ 
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1805.  Catholics  having  been  excluded  from.eVery  priffU 
lege,  to  the  period  of  renewing  concessions  to 
ttiem,  although  two  serious  rebellions  had  raged  in 
Great  Britain,  Ireland  was  uniformly  tranquil;  aad 
it  wax  only  since  the  concessions  made  to  the  Ca« 
tholics,  that  rebellion  had  .^gain  begun' to  shew 
her  head  in  Ireland.  He  warmly  urged  the  impos- 
sibility of  maintaining  the  glorious  fabric  of  our 
Constitution  in  Church  and  State  without  a  Pro- 
testant King,  Protestant  Counsellors^  Protestant 
Pafliamenjt,  Protestant  Judges,  and  Protestant 
Corporatfnns;  He  lieartily  opposed  the  motion. 
Diiteof  ,  jJi^  Reyal  Highness  the  JDuke  of  Ctnnbe7*land, 
land.  was  anxious  in  the  very  first  instance  to  give  his 
decided  opposition  to  the  motion  before  the  House, 
apd  to  urge  every  resistance  in  his  power  to  a  mea* 
sure  subversive  of  all  the  principles,  wluch  placed 
the  House  of  Brunswick  upon, the  throne  of  these 
realms.  . 

Tiarispen-  Earl  SpcHcev  ohst^vvedy  that  Xjord  .Grenville  had 
in  an  irresistible  manner  anticipated  all  he  had  to 
urge  for  the  motion.  By  fQr.pier  relaxations?  .they 
had  wisely  enabled  tliq  Roman  Catholics  to  obtain 
property,  and  encouraged  them  to  cultivate  edu- 
'  cation,  and  to  cherish  the  sanguine. hope,  fj^at^tbe 
sani^  loyalty  and  good  demeanour,  which  had  ob- 
taipecl  for  tlvem  |>ast  indulgencie^;,.  would  speedily 
prpcurie  for  tbeqi  all  that  yemajned  to  place  them 
on  a  level  with  their  countryipen  ^nd  fellow  subr 
^ects.*  The  refusal  to.  remove  the  remaining  r^t 
strictions  cast  upon  them  a  foul  stigma,  .  Having 
granted  to  the  great  mass  of  the  lower  orders  qf 
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the  Catholic  Irish  the  elective  franchise,  and  all  ^^J^^ 
the  privileges  and  immui^ities  appropriate  to  their 
situatioh,  it  became  madness  to  refuse  to  the  Ca- 
tholip  Peer  and  Gentleman^  v^hose  raiik,  educa- 
tion and  property  attach  them  to  the  Constitution 
and  Government,  and  entttle  them  to  their  Ijord-» 
ihips  confidence,  the  privileges  and  immunitiea,; 
which  belong  to  their  more  exalted  and  important 
ranjc  in  the  community^ 

Lord Sidmouth  was  astonished  to  find  the  noble  yiscoum 
Baron,  who  had  distinguished  himself  in  the  year 
I79O,  by  resisting  the  Di3sei[iter'$  petition  for  re- 
pealing the  test  act,  ^nd  since  that  by  combating 
doctrines,  which  le4  to  ajl  the  calamities,  undef 
whicl)  a  great  portion .  of  the  people  was  actually 
suffering,  and  he  feared  long  would  ^u^r,  now 
taking  bo  opposite  a  course,  that  would  introduce 
all  the  innovating  principles,  against  which  he  had\       • 
formerly  made  so  noble  and  successful  a  stand* 
There  was  no  instanice  of  Catholics  and  Prote$« 
tants  dividing  political  power  without  infinite  inis- 
chief  to   the  country;    witness  the  unfortunate 
James  IL  who  was  at  once  the  patron  and  victim 
of  the  project.     He  said,  I^ord  Clarendon  attri* 
buted  the  Irish  rebellion  of  1641  to  tlie.admii^bh 
of  Catholics  into   Corporaiionis,  and  lie  painte4 
with  all  the  strength  of  his  imagination  the  pro^ 
spective  horrors  of  a  popular  election,  wherever  q, 
Catholic  should    propose    himself  t,be    candidate, 
agaixist  a  Protestant.     The  rest  of  his  Lordship'^ 
epeech^  vyhiQh  was  Iqug  aiid  M^arm^  contained  no 
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|go4>  novelty.  ^  He  Jameirti^d,  that  so  mufch  of  <iie>Po- 
pery  coide  had  befn  repealed. 
lof^  M«i.  Lord  Mu4grave  professed  himself  friendly 'fothc 
^^^^  petition,  bttt  xnnould  n0t  it^te  for  the  metion;  ^he- 
cause  he  apprehended,  that  it  \voold  nctlbecartfed 
fD  cither  House  of  Parliament:  and  the  petatioaers 
liad  urged  forward  the  qMestion  f  recip4*a»ely  and 
intemperately. 

Lord  Holland  entered  lai^ely  into  ^  refiitation 
of  the  objeetioHs  raised  by  Lord  Sidmoutfa  -^nd 
I-ord  Hawkesbwry,  It  was  useless  to  say  any 
thing  of  times  or  seasons  to  those,  who  avowed, 
tliat  at  any  time  and'always  their  objections  to  the 
principle  were  ufisui^moun table*  The '  noble  Secre- 
tary's elaborate  distinction^  between  civil -rights  and 
political  power  was  nugatory  :  p6flitical  po^?er  ^as 
the  only  security  for  <;ivil  rights,  Hexvas  ataloss 
,to  account- for  I*ond'Muigrave*s  objection,  especi- 
tUy  as  the  same  Right  Hon.  Gentleman, '  wlio-oiice 
retired. from  office expresfirly,  becff^ise' he ccHild not 
carry  .the  Catholic  Question  in  a  certain  exalted 
quarter,  and  declared  he  never  wmild  return  to  of- 
fice until  he  could,  was- then  again  in  power.  If 
t be. present  monient  of  war  and  difficuity  rendered 
the  tone  unseasonable  for  the  measure,  the  moment, 
in  which  that  Right  Hon,  Gentleman  so  quitted 
office  10  1801. was  also  a  moment  of  war  and  dan- 
ger. In  answer  to  an  unsumiountable  obstacle, 
which  was  urged  against  the  measure,  on  account 
of  the  growing  power  of  Napoleon  and  his  con- 
nectitm  with  the  See  of  Rome,  his  Lordship  read 
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a  passage  from 'Bish0|>^BuTfc«:f  i*  hbtoty,  m  which,  ^^*- 
it  is  stated,  that  -the  policy  of  King  M'^ilKam  was 
always  ^to  ^ktend  *t6iepaticto :  and  ode  oiT  his 
strongest  reasotts  -for  kimentiiig^ the  severities,  to 
which  the  Gatholics  were  subjected,  was  th^t  they 
tendefd  toiaugment  thepower  of  Louis  XIV.  then 
the  nidst  powef  ftil  patron  of  the  Catholic  cause. 
But  so'far  were  bur  Ministers  from  granting  tole^ 
ration,  that  it  was  ^*heir  policy  to  defeat  the  tole- 
ration, which  the  law  allowed  of.  But -until  some 
share  of  political  power  \krete  added,  the  Catho- 
lics never  eotild  maintain  the  concessions,  '  which 
had  been  made  to  them,  nor  rise  out  of  theflegra- 
dation,  *to  which  for  want  of 'itl^y  had  been  let  % 

down.  Tha^t  \^as  precisely  '  the '  moment  to  xon- 
vince  the  Cathoflics  of  Ireland,  -that  they  c^ld  ex- 
pect nothing  from  Catholic  powers  so  advanta- 
geous and  satisftictory,  -as  the  liberality  and  justice 
of  the  British  Legislature-  could  bestow. 

Lord  Camden  found  full  reason  'for-^pasingj^^ctm. 
the  motion  in  the  grounds,  upon  which  the  Irish  ^^^"^^^^ 
i^arliament  had  iiegatived  the  question,  whilst  he^"f*»*"-   . 
hafd  the  -  honor  of  being  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
Irish  Government.  ^  And  the  Bishop  of  Durham 
*irged,  that  the  motion  could  not  be  acceded  to 
without  danger  to  the  Church  and  State.  It  would  • 
^  a  direct  surreader  of  tl\e  security  of  the  best 
Constitution  in  the  world  ;  \vhich  he  trusted  wouljl 
never  be  done  l>y  a  British  Parliament. 

Lotd  Redesdale  whemently  opposed  the  tnetion> ;.  j^rd'Rc. 
assuming,  that  the  petition  went  to  claim  for  the  ^^^: 
Catholics  an  equal    participation  of  fights   and 
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]^^  powers  in  Church  and  State.  To  accede  to  the 
prayer  of  it,  would,  in  tact,  be  to  take  from  the 
established  Hierarchy  of  Ireland  their  revenues, 
and  transfer  them  to  the  Catholic  Bishpps;  nor 
would  they  stop,  until  they  had  separated  Ireland 
from  England.  He  insisted,  that  all  the  Scots  and 
other  Dissenters,  who  held  places  under  Govern- 
ment, and  took  the  Sacrament*  according  to  the 
rites  of  the  established  Church,  thereby  became 
literally  members  of  it.  Why  should  Catholics 
theii  be  admitted  to  places  and  refuse  the  test, 
which  all  Protestants  are  obliged  to  conform  to  ? 
The  Catholic  Clergy  were  a  most  dangerous  bpdy 
in  Ireland;  they  considered  the  Protestants  as 
.usurpers  of  their  rights,  and  called  the  Archbishop 
of  Armagh  plain  Dr.  Stuart,  and  denied  him  and 
his  brethren  any  regular  succession  from  the  Apos- 
tles. His  Lordship  strenuously  inveighed  against 
their  assumption  of  all  the  titles  and  dignities  cor- 
responding with  those  of  the  established  Church ; 
and  particularly  of  the  pow€r  of  excommunication, 
which,  coupled  with  their  further  powers  of  pen- 
ance and  absolution,  gave  their  clergy  an  un- 
bounded influence  over  the  Laity,  The  Roman 
Catholic  Bishops. were,  said  his  Lordship,  a  body> 
who  tyrannized  over  the  rest  of  the  Catholics  dif- 
fering from  all  the  rejtof  Europe  i  nor  could  any 
peace  be  kept  in  Ireland,  so  long  as  they  remained 
unabolished :  for  to  their  influence  was  owing  all 
the  misconduct  of  their  flocks» .  The  Catholics  of 

•  Several  acts  have  passed  since  1747,  hr  indemnifying  those 
Vkh(yhave  not  coafqrraed  to  the  test  .  '        . 
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Eagbnd  were,  according  to  his  Lordd)i|/ft  obser-*  ,"|®^ 
vatkm^  the  best  behaved  in  their  respective  coun- 
ties ;  and  they  obtained  their  indu)geiK:ie8  for  their 
good  behavioiirl  The  Irish  boasted,  that  they  bad 
acquired  their  object  by  energy  and  perseverance^ 
and  would  persist  in  their  pursuit  till  they  accom- 
plished their  end.  If  :tlie. Catholic  hierarchy  wer? 
abolished^  something  might  be  done  to  conqiltate 
the  Catimltc  body ;  and  to  the  generality  of  that 
body,  be  was  confident,  the  abolition  of  the  hie* 
larchy  wotiid  be  csctremciy  grateful  He  had  heapd 
of  a  p^rovince,  where  the  inferior  clergy,  one  and 
all  deprecated  the  appoimitkeht  of  a  Bishop  amongst  , 

them:  and  severai. imputable  and  intelligent  Ca* 
diofios  had  aisi»iied  his  Lordship,  they  would  be; 
glad  to  get  rid  4;if  thdr  Bi^bopi?.     Yet  one  thing 
was  certahi,   that  no  inforhiatjoa  could  be  had 
from  iiKllviduais  of  their  commnntty,  so  long  as 
the  inflticnce  of  their  Bishops  prevailed ;  for  they  ^ 
forbad  alt  int^course  with  Protestants;  and  a  re^ 
putable  person  had  told  his  Lordshipi  that  he  had 
lately  been  forbidden  such  ibterconrse  under  pain 
of  excottirttUilicatiort.     Wales  had  given  quickly 
and  generally  into  the  Reformation,  because  the 
BiWe  and  Common  Prayer  were  translated  into 
Welsh.     In  Iri?land  the  service  of  tlie  established 
Church  was  perfoioKxl  la  English,  which  the  na-* 
tives  did  not  understand.     Bat,  from  the  nature 
of  their  ^dncaticw  they  were  well  acquairiteyi  with 
Latin,  in  which  the  service  of  their  Church  was 
always' celebrated.     Wishing  to  convert  as  mapy 
Irish  as  pqs^ible  to  tlie  united  Churchy  \\^  recom- 
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tftOA.    j^iended   translation3  of  the  Bible  and  Cojnoioa 
Prayer,  and  to  liav0  thrir  service  and  sermons  ia 
tlie  Imb  l^guage,  and  then  Ireland  .would  300Q 
fc^nform,  as  Wak3  liad  done.    Out  of  2,400  pa- 
Xishes  in  Ireland,  not  siore  than  6OO  hod  resi* 
dence&for  Jheir  clergy,  and  not  one-third  of  them 
•had  churches.:  and  there  are  many  very  eKcelknt 
and  productive  livings  without  a  church, .  glebe- 
house,  or  fiingle  Protestant ;  and^^  those  hVings 
Avereveiy  eagerly  aought  after,  amongst  the  Pro- 
testant clergy,  as  sinecures.     In  many  such  dis- 
tricts, no  Prptestant  but  a. man  of  fortune  wd  in* 
fluence  durst  take  up  his  abode :  and.  if  a  Protes- 
tant day  labourer  should  venture,  tocoriie  amongst 
them,  he  vpould -immedittely.  have  his  jeats  eropJL 
Catholic  servants  were  all  in  a  combination  not  to 
liv^  H^ith.  Protestant  se4'vant6:,  on  whieh  account 
not  even  the  poorer  orders  jii  Dublin  could  get 
their  children  prentlced  out  in  service,  even  with 
Protestant  gentlemen ;  who  were  therefore  obliged 
to  bring  them  lUp  xo  handy-eraft  Xradea.     He  agaia 
asserted,  that  as  Jong*  as  tlie  -jCatholic  .hierarchy 
reipained  unabolished  in  Ireland,,  die  Irish  Catho- 
lics never  would  be  amenable  to.  Abe  laws,    .Those 
men  always  cU^U  and  always  would  resist  the  laws. 
.From  theni  the  CathoBcs  should  release  them^lves^ 
but  \xnii\  Uiey  cease  to  be  slaves  to.  thatbodjr,  who 
made  them  so,  the  Catholics  were  un>v<?jrthy  to 
participate  fully  with   Protestant*   the  priviilciges 
they  soiigbt  by  their  petitiou^^  - 

•  Such  \va$  the  speech  of.  Lord  Chancellor  Red^sdak,  by 
whose  advice  and  counciU  Lord  Viscount  Snlmoalh  congratulated 
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f'his  Earl  of  Limerick  emulated  the  learned  ^J^^ 
Cbaacellor  in  zealously  resisting  the  motion.     HefiMioKi- 
admitted  indeed,  tl^at  the  leaders  of  the  late  re- '"*'™*^ 
bellioa  were  Protestant^.    Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor 
had  even  received  Deacon  s  orders  in  the  presence 
of  the  npbl^  Earl's  father :  but  those  circumstances 
were  not  sulHcient  to  establish  with  him  the  inno- 
cent intentions  of  the  adherents   of  the  Romish 
faitli.     Between    two  and    three  o'clock  in  the 
morning,    the  Chancellor  proposed  an  adjourn- 
ment, which  was  resisted  by  Lord  Hawkesbury, 
but  at  length  acquiesced  in. 

On  the  13th  of  May,  to  which  day  the  Lords  ej^i of  Suf. 
had  adjourned,  Lord  Suffolk  resumed  the  debate, 
by  answering. many  of  the  old  objections.  He 
urged,  that  th?  whole  course  of  their  measures 
towards  the  Catholics  for  a  series  of  years  had 
been  only  preludes  to  their  final  and  complete 
emancipation.  If  not  then  granted,  it  would  dis-  * 
appoint  the  Cathohc  mind,  and  he  knew  little  bf 
the  human  mjnd,  who  did  not  anticipate  the  most 
deprecable  consequences  from  the  refusal.  Though 
the  noble  Secretary  had  denied,  that  no  pledge  in 
terms  had  been  holden  out  to  the  Catholics  at  the 
Union:  he  defied  him  or  any  one  else  to  deny, 
that  a  strong  expectation' was  then  raised  by  Go- 
vernment, and  universally  entertained  by  the  whole 
Catholic  body  upon  the  subject  of  their  emancipa* 
tion.    And  had  it  not  been  for  the  implicit  acqul- 


the  nation,  the  Irish  Govemnaent  of  Lord   IJardwick©  wa$  di- 
rected. 
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i80i.  escemie  of  the  Irish  Catholics  tipOn  ihc  ^ovM  of 
such  an  uudiersfam^ing,  tbetJnion  coufdncft  havfe 
been  carried.  What  boon  had  been  ^nt^  to 
them  sino€  t^  Union  for  thfeir  Buppoi't  ni  it? 
Their  takes  had  h^en  aggrai^ated,  atid  the  gttittA 
part  of  the  anny  destined  for  theH-  defence  had 
been  sent  abroad.  Hft  bitterfy  lamented  and  dc- 
i^recated  tlie  .language  of  Ministete,  that  emanci- 
pation ft&oer  should  be  granted  to  the  Cathtrtics; 
arid  in  ahswer  to  their  arguments,  that  any  en- 
xrrease  of  power  or  of  mfluedce  aTlow^ed  to  them 
^ould  be  used  only  in  Subversion  of  the  l^otestant 
Teligion,  he  instanced  tlieCathoUc  county  of  Gal- 
M'ay,  which  had  lately  been  in  the  most  trimquil 
and  orderly,  state,  which  a.  very  considerable  Pro- 
testant laud  o^voer  of  t!iat<^ounty  attributed  solely 
to  the  Judicious  appointment  of  $^veral  Catholic 
jfentleirien  to  the  Magistracy. 
Eaciof  Lord  iBuckinghamshii^e^  like  all  other  opposers 

>ai«sh>re.  of  thc  uiptiou,  spokc  mucli  of  his  own  di.<position 
to  liberality  and  conciliation  :  denied  that  any  such 
pledge  for  emancipation  as  bad  been  alluded  t6, 
was  or  could  have  been  giveii,  aad  deemed  It  mo^t 
iutlawmatory'to  allege,  that  the 'Catlvolies  would 
'l>e  sore  or  irritated  at  the  refu^  of  the  prayer  of 
their  petition.  » 

iA>rucaru.  Ze^r^  Ciirfe/c»i  urged  the  same  arguments.  He 
added,  that  the  spiritual  supremacy  of  the 'Church 
was  by  the  law  of  this  country  vested  in  the 
i^rgwn* ;  and  surely  it  was  a  piece  of  the  highest 

*  It  is  to  be  greatly  lamented,  that  so  much  error  i][x)n  this 
in>portant  topic  fiuds-  couptenancu  bom  the  authority  of  those^ 
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who  haye  a  so^  of  right  to  ,demai\d  submission  to  tbeir  dicta. 
With  Mibmissipn  to  that  learned  Lord^  and  all  other  peanons^ 
who  thin^  with  him,  that  CalboHcs  ^dmit  tfac^aame  ^apremacy  in 
the'fbpe,  whidfc  Britisk  iabjtota  allfl^  IQ «icip|t  in  the  King»  tk». 
author  ip^/fiill  c^nfideoce  of  qi^k^  oon^titotioDaf  and  legal 
ta(i\g»a^  a9^ert34  s^iiid  will  be  rciady  at  jsny  time  to  prove,  that 
no  particle  of  that  spiritual  supremacy,  which  the  Catholic  holds 
necessarily  to  reside  in  the  supreme  Bishop  HS  the  'Cknstiaii 
Church,  is  Vested  by  the  laws  of  th^  land  written  os  onwrittw 
in  the  itiB§^«r  iS^st  execntsivf^  M^gisilrale.  It  is  merely  pmtificol 
mir^t^^  ft  is  that  only,  which  the  sofind  Protestant  divine; 
calls  tl^e  Pmoir  qf  tfie  Keys^,  and  cannot  fall  within  the  comp<^- 
tency  of  the  civil  Magistrate,  Our  present  King  is  the  head  of 
the  civil  establishment  of  the  Protestant  episcopalian  religion  in 
England  and  Irefeind ',  as  Henry  the  Seventh  was  the  head'  of  the 
civil  establishment  of  the  Catholic  episcopaliaifr  religion  in  Eng- 
land and  Ireland  before  the  Beformation:  with  this  only  difiSfcr* 
ence/that  formerly  the  Pope  had  by  grsrnt  of  the  nation  s6me> 
civil  benefits  allowed  to  him,  which  under  Henry  VIII.  were  by 
tbe  act  of  the  nation  revoked.  No  Monarch  ever  pretended,  or 
ever  Was  allowed  to  have  in  him,  or  to  exercise  the  power  of  the 
keys,  or  to  partake  of  the  pontifical  or  episcopal  order.  He 
consequently  cannot,  lior  ever  could  ordain  a  Priest,  administer 
the  word  of  God  or  th6  Sacraments,  or  perform  any  pure  spiri- 
tual function  of  the  sacerdotal  rr  episcopal  order.  He  cannot 
therefore  confirm  a  Bishop,  or  institute  a  Clerks  That  being 
the  act,  by  which  spiritual  jurisdiction  is  conferred:  it  cannot,^ 
nor  ever  was  pretended  to  be  drawn  firom  the  civil  Magistrate. 
Order  and  jurisdiction  are  .essentially  different:  they  are  both, 
pecessary  for  Church  Government:  but  neither  can  be  drawa 
from  the  civil  Magistrate.  The  act  of  Henry  VHI.  which  regn- 
iates  the  ordination  of  Priests  and  consecration  of  Bishops,  give*, 
to  the  Crown  a  right  of  punishing  the  metropolitan  with  apre- 
tnunire  in  case  aftei-  the  election  under  the  Congi  ^Elire  be  ne- 
glect or  refuse  to  consecrate  and  confirm  the  Bishop  elect ;  but 
it  enables  not  the  Crown  to  do  what  the  metropQlitan  might  bav# 
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U&05...  (leiiy  that  supremacy,  and  to  vest  the  controul  in  a 
foreign  potentate  ;  inore  especially  one,  whom  all 
lElufope  knew  to  be  under  the  immediate  influence 
of  our  common  enemy-  His  I-.ordship  ,al«o  as- 
cribed much  importance  to  certain*  maps  and  it^Ua 
of  the  forfeited  estates,  which  he  said,  were  cir- 
culated and  handed  down  from  generation  to  ge- 
neration amongst  the  families  of  tlie  ancient  pro- 
prietors, with  a  view  to  resumption.  If  Catholics 
were  once  admissible  to  Parliament,  through  the 
influence  of  the  Priests,  all*  the  64  Mettibers  for 
counties^  and  most'  of  the  open  Boroughs  Would 

done^  but  refused  or  neglected  to  do :  viz.  to  ixA\z\/t  gpirkualjw' 
risdietioAQver  the  diocese  :  that  flowing  from  the  p<nur  (^the  ktys 
cauld  not  be  granted  by  the  civil  Magistrate  Whereas  by  thfi 
sai^e  act,  if  the,  Peaiv  and  Chapter  refuse  or  neglect  to  elect  a 
person  under  the  Cof^e  d'Eiin:,  (which  is  a  civil  act)  the  King  is 
by  that  statute  enabled  by  letters  patent  .to  appoint  the  peiKspn  to 
be  presented  to  the  metropolitan,,  So  in.  th«*  infeTiojr  Clergy,  >be 
Clerk  is  presented  by  the  patron,  to  be  instituted  by  his  Bishop, 
who  alone  can  confer  spiritual  jurisdiction,  and  the  cure  of  souls 
9ver  any  part  of  his  diocese.  The  only  difference  between  the 
Catholic  and  Protestant  on  this  point  is  :  the  former  holds  it  ne- 
^ssary  tq  derive  spiritual  jurisdiction  froiU' the  universal  Bishop, 
the  latter  from  a  metropolitan.  .,      « 

•  The  late  Charles  O'Connor  of  Bajlynagare,  made  a  general 
sketch  of  a  map.  of  the  ancient  divisions  of  Irelandbefore  the 
days  of  Kli^abet^,  and  specified  the,  names  of  the  general  own- 
^s  pf  districts,  for  the  private  u$<e  and  satisfaction  of  ^  friend 
and  countryman  of  his  own,  thenag^eral  ofBcer  in  the  Aus* 
trian  service,.  Some  persons  prevkiled  on  Mr.-  O'Cponor  to  per- 
mit th^  map  (or  rather  rf«etch)  to  be  pfipte)i  before  he  sent  the 
draught  to  Germany.  Hence  arose  the  wicked  and  unfounded 
^  charges  of  Catholic  resumption.     The  PeCij/  survey  will  be  men- 

tioned hereafter. 
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be  represditcd  by  Catholics :  aa  unswrmoutttaWe'  ^^ 
objection  to  the  prayer  of  their  petition.         • 

Lord  ffufckinson  deeply  regretted  to  bear  his^'^Hw^ 
Catbolic  countrymen  triaduced  without  ground  or 
reason.  Had  the  assertions  made  that  night  in 
the  House  t6  balutnniate  the  Irish  Catholics,  and 
ignite' one  religious  sect  against  the  other,  been 
uttered  elsewhere,  he  should  witliout  hesitation 
have  pronounced  them  the  most  unfounded  ca- 
lumnies. '  If  it  were  the  pleasure  of  Parliament  to 
refuse  the  iheasure,  it  should  dt:  least  be » done 
without  instik  and  vituperation  to  ihe  characters 
of  the  loyal  claimants,  without  echoing  those  ca- 
lumnies from  one  House  to  th6  other,  and  charging  . 
them  with  purposes  the  mbdt  driwinal,  upon  con* 
jectUres  the  moist  vagtae.  ^ The  ilible  Lord  had 
been  bred,  educated;  and  had  sp^etit  the  greater 
part  of  his^life  in  Ireland,  and  never  had  witness- 
ed, or  even  lieard  of  such  fooleries  and  horrors,  as 
had  been  retailed  by  the  leame'd  Xord,  whom  be 
challenged  to  verify  his  assertions  by  facts. 

Lord  Redesdttic  feeling  himself  called  upon  in  so  i^r^^.^^ 
pointed  a  manner,  repealed  many  of  his  generali- ***^ 
ties :  reiterated  his  invectives  against  the  Catholic 
hierardiy,  and  assured  the  noble  Lord,  who  last 
spoke,  that  all  his  warmth  should  not  deter  him 
from  statmg,  what  he  knew'  to  l)e  fact.  His  Lord^ 
chip's  own  ser^^ants  •  dared  not  r^ide  in  tlie  interior 
of  the  country.  ... 

The  Earl  of  Orm^nd  trusted  he  shoald  not  beEariofor- 
contradictisd  by  any  man,  who  really  knew  any- 
ihiagof  Irelaml,  when  he  said,  that  the  learnecl 
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1B05.    Lofcl  IiAfl  stated^  that  whick  "vras  not  a  fact;  at 
,  least  in  the  opinkm  of  apy  man  bM^  hinus^lf.     He 

could  QQt.  therefore  &it  silent  and  heaftjtie  covin* 
try,  to  which  he  bad  the  honor  ta  belong  sofooUy 
traditcedj  without  rising  to  contradict  sucb  un<* 
founded  aspersions  upon  the  national  character  of 
Ireland.  From  the  reverend  Bench  I>e  had  heard 
a  Hberal  argumentative  speech :  but  from  the 
learned  I/)rd  he  had  hear^  a  collection,  of  old  wo- 
'mens  stories,  which  he  would  venture,  to  asserti 
not  the  most  prejudiced  Protestant  in  Ireland 
^  \yould  accredit :  and  not  one  of  which  would  be 
avonelied  by  any  independent  man  in  that  House. 
Hehoped)  when  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  should 
return  to  the  Bench,  on  which  he  presided  over 
the  JUstici^  of  Ireland,  he  woiUd  divest  himself  of 
that  violent  antipathy  against  one  sect  of  the 
people^  and  that  obvious  partiality  for  another, 
which  he  had  so  conspiououaty  manifest^  to  theh 
Lordships. 
^ntlori''^*  J^orrf  Barringt^  professing  himself^  friendly  to 
the  principles  of  the  petition,  hoped  the  noble 
Baron,  who  ha<J  introduced  it, .  would  not  tliink  his 
objedtiou  tg  the  time  unr^a^nable,  when  he  threw 
back  his  recollection  to  a  former  occa^on,  on 
which  h*  very" warmly  suppoiied  hiis  motion  for 
the  previdlus  queistion,  upon  a  ni«sure  somewhat 
similar  liaving  bten  proposed. for  the  adoption  of 
the  House.  At  a  period,  perhaps  nol  far  distant, 
Tie  might  cordially  support  such  a  motion.  At  all 
events  l>e  thought  it  should  be  preceded  by  a  vo- 
luntary offer  from  tlie  Cafliolics,  to  allow  the  King 
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to^ppointlHifirBUbai^t  ))9vii^  lue^n  propQ-ly  re-  i^- 
comioeo^ffld  fey  tjif  ir  own  parochial  Clei-gy*  This 
would  m  foj^ye  ^rVhe.a  poinpliance  with  that  prin- 
ciple of  our.  Const jtutiQi^  wfaicli,  acknowiedges^ 
tbe  King  to  be  heai^l  of  the  Chufch.  He  liacj.no. 
doubti  hnt  that  this  concession  would  greatly  tend 
to  cpnciQ^te  this  public  mind  to  tlieir  wishes.  It 
was  tbfn  against  thejn,  and  therefore  he  must  re- 
sist the  motion. 

The  Archbishop  of  Vanterbury  urged  the  impos'-  ^/^jjj* 
sibility  of  parliament's  annulling. all  tbe  principl(^»  ^^rr- 
upon  which  depended  the  security  of  the  Protcs* 
tant  establishment  in  Church  and  State.  He  never 
would  consent  to  a  measure,  by.  which  Catholics 
might  coo^e  to  pass  laws  for  Protectants :  or  ac- 
quire the  power  of  commanding  the  armies  and 
oavi^s  of  this  country  under  a  Protestant  King*-^ 

The  Earl  of  Albemarle  was  anxious,  that  the  esh  of  m- 
grave  character  of  a  Judge,  and  the  advanti^ge^ 
of  local  experience  and  official  duties,  sl^oukl  not 
give  weight  to  the  vulgar  prejudices  and  idle  taies^ 
^vhiob  had  been  retailed  to  the  House  by  a  noble 
and  learned  Lord  with  heat  and.  anin^osity  little . 
becomiag  the  gravity  o/  his  situation. .  He  would 
tlierefore  principally  consume  the  time  of  the 
House  in  refuting  the  abofiiinable  arguments, 
which  th«  leaf ned  Lprd  had  cot^ured  up  to  sup- 
port his  opposition.    ...  .  ' 

Lurd  Chancellor  Eldon  warmly  opposed  the  mo-  ^^f" 
tiou.ou'what  he  caUed  Protestaiut  principles,   Yet<*on- 
to  say,  that  the  measufe  neveic  should  pass,  was 
language  not  fit  to  be  used  hy  any  maUi  who  was 
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*»«'  ,  fit  to  have  a  scat  10  tl«t  House,  if  kc  did  not 
however  now  oppose  it,  he  should  feel  that  he  was 
not  doing  his  duty  ;  and  in  so  doing  he  conceived 
hiiinself  acting  consistency  with  that  zeal  and  sense 
of  duty,  which  he  hoped  VouW  actuate  the  majo-' 
rity  of  their  Lordships  to  transmit  to  posterity  the 
Constitution  in  the  same  purity^  in  which  they 
had  received  it  from  therr  ancestors.  But  it  was  a 
Constitution,  which  demanded  oatlis,  tests,  and 
qualifications  from  those,  who 'are  entrusted  with 
parliamentary  representation  antl  official  'power: 
our  liberties  were  sustained  by  a  system  of 
checks. 
r»uV#^of  77ic  t>uke  of  Norfolk  said,  tliat  notwithstatid- 
mg  the  allegations  of  several  noble  Lords,  that  no 
pledge  hafl  been  holden  out  to  tl^  Catholics  of 
Ireland  at  the  period  of  the  Union  to  grant,  as  a 
condition  of  that  measure  that  final  emancipation, 
which  the  petitioners  claimed,  he  ha4  the  strongest 
grounds  to  believe,  that  such  an  understanding 
was  forcibly  enteitained.  He  was  tlierefore  for 
going  into  thie  Committee,  were  it  only  to  investi- 
gate the  terms,  upon  whitih  the  Union  was  nego- 
ciated.  His  Grace  spoke  very  fully  upon  the  Ca- 
tholic Bishops  exercising  their  spiritual  functions  : 
and  if  any  thitig,  he  said^  could  excite  amongst 
the  Irish  Catholics  a  disposition  to  anarchy,  it 
would  be  the  perpetual  refusal  to  admit  them  to 
the  blessings  of  a  Constitution,  in  which  if  once 
affiliated,  every  disposition  to  anarchy  or  even 
discontent  would  cease,  and  a  rearunion  of' in- 
terests and  attachments  follow. 
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7%^?  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  disclaiming  all  illibera-t  1805. 
]ity,  bigotry,  or  uncharitabletiess,  9pposed  the  mo-  Bisimpofsu 
tion  in  a  very  long  and  elaborate  speech.  He  ap-  ^^^''^ 
pearcd  to  have  been  strongly  affected  by  the  speech 
of  Lord  Redesdale,  He  never  would  consent  to 
open  to  tlie  Catholics  political  power;  which  the 
accession  to  the  prayer  of  their  petition  would  do. 
He  entered  into  a  learned  disquisition  cdncerniitg 
the  original  power  and  effects  of  excommunication. 
But  wliat  they  called  excommunicatibh  in  Eng- 
land, was  not  really  what  the  word  meant:  and* 
his  Lordship  had  always  considered  the  maimer,  in 
which  it  was  used  amongst  them,  as  little  better 
than  a  profanation  of  a  most  sacred  rite  of  disci- 
pline! But  if  he  were  to  bdieve  the  statements  of 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord,  the  excommunication- 
as  practised  by  the  Irish' Catholics  was -a  still 
greater  profanation  of  the  rite  ;  and  an  abominable 
abuse  of  the  power,  which  Christ  has  placed  in 
theliands  of  the  Governors  of  his  Church,  not  to 
destroy  the  worldly  comforts  of  men,  but  for  the 
salvation  of  their  souls. 

Lord  Ellenborough   most    strenuously  opposed  Lord  Eiiea. 
the  motion.     The  only  remaining  emancipation, 
which    the    petitioners  were    capable  of   receiv- 
ing, must  be  acquired  by  an  act  of  their  own, 
fay  redeeming  themselves  from  the  foreign*  bon- 

*  One  of  the  fundamental  differences  between  Protestants 
and  Catholics  consists  in  the  necessity  of  an  universal  Bi8ho|> 
for  the  Government  of  Christ's  Church  upon  earth.  And  the 
Roman  Catholics  would  cease  to  be  what  they  profess  froin  (he 
loonieat  they  should  have  renounced  that  necessity,  and  sepa* 
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,J^!^  dage  and  thraldom,  under  which  tbcy  aifd  theif 
aiKe^tors  liad  long  unworthily  groaned;  and  from 
which  the  Atate,  as  it  had  neither  imposed  ii6r 
continued  it,  had  no  adequate  nieans  of  i^dievipg 
them  consistently  with  the  duty*  of  self-pi^eserva- 
tio0,  which  it  owed  to  itself.  His  Lordship  in- 
veighed  vehemently  against  the  usurpation  and 
abuse  of  power  hy  the  See  of  Rom?  over  the  Ca- 
tholic clergy  in  Ireland  in  the  performance  of  rites 
and  ceremonies^  particularly  that  of  Qiarriage, 
from  which  all  civil  rights  originate,  and  which 
It  enjoins  to  be  adviinistered  by  their  own  Minis- 
ters exclusively* ;  tliereby  ousting  the  law  of  the 
lami,  and  endangering  or  destroying  the  legiti' 
macy  of  its  subjects^  and  all  rights  of  descent,  in- 
heritance ^nd  represeiitation  founded  thereon^  To 
allow  any  ps^rticle  of  c;o-ordinate  jwrisdijction  or 
power  to  the  Catholic  hierafchj^  in  Ireland,  would 
be  tp  iniiinge  the  5tli  article  of  the  Union,  which 
declares^  that  the  continuance  and  preservation  of 
the  united  Church  as  the  established  Church  of 
England  and  Ireland  shall  \yc  deemed  and  taken  to 
he  an  essential  and  fundamental  part  of  the  Union; 
and  such  infraction  would  substantially  destroy 
and  subvert  the  Union.  As  long  as  tl>e  faculties  of 
I)is  mhid  and  body  should  enable  him,  be  wouW 
nianfully  struggle  to^prevent  the  adpfiission  of  per- 
sons* (owning  and  yielding,  as  Catholics  did,  an 

rated  theroselres  from  the  centre  of  unity,  which  they  hold  to  be 
the  Chair  of  peter. 

•♦  His  Lordship  probably  was  inattentive  to  the  Irish  statute 
law,  by  which  Catholic  niarriages  are  legalized.    * 
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hnperffedt  and  defalcated  ^llegiaoce  -to  the  State)     '8<«- 
in  to  the  entire  stnd  4)erfec  t  yigb  ts  of  completely  af- 
fianced subjects. 

The  Earl  of  Westmoreland  assumed  credit  for  Eaii<rf 
his  toleration  and  •liberality,  because  he  had  re- lai^.******^ 
ceived  the  tiianks  of  the  Catholic  body  for  the  fa- 
vours granted  to  them  during  fats  Govemxnent  of 
that  country,  and  vebeniently  opposed  the  motioa 
for  going  into  the  Committee.  He  went  over  it 
great  ierigth  all  the  hacneyed  arguments  again«t 
the  object  of  the  petition,  fiut,  said  his  Lord* 
ship,  •*  let  the  Union  alone:  let  that  great  mea- 
sure dlone :  let  it  work^  as  it  has  begun  the  settle- 
ment of  that  country,  and  let  not  tlie  operations 
of  that  great  measure  be  impeded  by  bringing  tlje 
Catholics  forward  at  an  unfit  season  to  be  made 
the  tool  and  sport  of  British  factions.*' 

Earl  Moira  was  surprized  to  hear  it  said,  thatEariUtww. 
the  i>etition  tended  to  throw  the  torch  of  discord 
into  tiie  country:  he  on  the  contrary  was  con« 
vinced^  that  if  attended  to,  it  would  firmly  esta- 
Wish  that  harmony,  \diich  was  most  essential  to 
the  country  in  that  moment.  • 

Earl  Darnky  was  impressed  with  the  inexpe^-Kariixim- 
ency  of  urging  the  question  at  that  paf  tteular  time,  '*'^ 
though  convinced,  *that  it  was  founded  ' 5 ti  reasmi 
and  justice,  arid  that  it  must  ultimate^ly  prevail^ 
He  topk  a  very  enlarged  view  of  the  subject.     He 
differed  widely  in  opinion  from  the  learned  Lord,  . 
who  had  recommended  the  abolition  of  the  Catho- 
lic Iiierarcliy  in  Ireland.     He  saw  no  reason,  why 
the  Bishops  ^Ijould  not  be  placed  under  the  protec- 
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^5.  ^  tion  of  Governiwnt,  and  why  they  should  not  be 
both  nominated  by  the  King  ajid  paid  by  the 
public. 

liordAock-      Lord  Auckland  professed  his   most  determined 
opposition  to  the  motion :  he  scouted  the  jargon 
of  the  term  Emancipation :  and  triumphantly  boast- 
ed of  his  now  confirmed  dissent  and  regret  at  the 
concessions  made  to  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  in 
1793:  and  that  h^  had  so  dissented  in  commoa 
with  his  worthy  friends,  the  late  Lord  Clare  and 
Mr.  Foster.     Those  concessions  stimulated  the  ap- 
petite of  the  Catholics  for  further  claims ;,  and  in 
1795,  Lord  Fi tz William .  shewed  a  strong  disposi- 
tion to  gratify  them  to  the  full  extent  of  their 
wisiies.   '  Happily,  said  his  Lordship,  he  was  not 
supported  by  the  Government  of  that  day,  though 
composed  of  the  same  individuals,  who  were  ihen 
urging  that  very  measure,  for  which  they  recalled 
.Xord  Fitz William  from  his  Viceroyalty.     It  would 
.  ever  be  a  consideration  of  just  pride  to  his  Lord- 
ship, that  he  had  borne  no  small  share  in  aVljusting 
all  the  details  of  the  Union :  and  he  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  declare,  that  if  the  concessions  now  pro- 
posed, wer^  in  the  contemplation  of  those,  with 
.  whom  he  ^cted  at  that  time,  tlieir  views  were  in- 
dustriously fconcealed  from  *  him,  and  from  others 
of  their  a3sociates.     If  there  were  any  eventual  re- 
sponsibility in  this  business,  it  must  fall  on  the 

*  Mr.  Pitt  usually  treated  his  cotieagues  in  Administratlon/as 
loots  and  servants.*  He  (ponf  uUed  theni  no  further  than  he  wanted 
their  submission  aud  a^eut :  but  neyer  initiated  them  into  tte 
dtttail  orreasctps  of  hispJans. 
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heads  of  thpse^  who  first'agitated  a  questioo,  of  ^*^^' 
which  they  mUst  have  foreseen  the  result,  if  they 
had  dttly  adverted  to  the  known  opinions,  of  the 
several  hranches*  of  the  legislature  of  the  whole 
body  0f  Irish  Protestants,  and  of  the  general  mass 
of  the  British  people^    . 

Lord  King  supported  the  motion  as  a  measure  of  J^J*,^^ 
wisdom.  And  Lord  Bolton  from  liaving  been  for*  B^i*«* 
merly  in  a. high  situation,  (Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant)  recapitulated  the  whole  proceed- 
ings of  the  Irish  Catholics  in  their  efforts  to  obtain 
concessions  and  relaxations.  He  deprecated  tb^ 
language  of  cpjistructi^re  menace,  which  many 
noble  Lords  had  resorted  to  in  the  course  of  thas 
discussion,  by  asserting,  that  the  prayer  of  the  pe- 
tition must  ultimately  be  granted,  and  tliat  -^ore- 
ness,  discord,  and  disunion  would  follow  the  re* 
fusal.  The  object  of  the  petifion  did  not  affect 
ihe  great  mass  of  thp  Catholic  population,  but  the 

•  The  anticipated  assumption  of  the  opinion  of  the  ^i^ecutive 
branch  of  the  legislature  was  unconstitutional  and  indecent :  thft 
sense  of  the  detiberatirc  branches  could  not  he  kiiowa  until  thg 
object  were  submitted  to  their  consideration:  the  whole  body  o^* 
Irish  Protestants  was  not,  like  the  Orangemen,  decidedly  against  _ 
ibe  prayer  of  th6  petition.  Witnesit  tho^  Irish  Members  in 
each  House  of  Pariiamcnt,  who  voted  for  Lord  Grenville's  mo- 
tion, and  niany  of  their  Protestant  friends,  relatives,  an<l  depen^ 
dent?;  as  well  as  many  other  Protestants  throughout  Ireland, 
^ho  were  not  lafectM  wittj  Orange  intolerance  and  rancor.  The 
mass  qf  the  British  people,  when  not  goaded  into  acrimony  by 
enthusiasts,  bigots,  or  persons  interested  in  misguiding  their  ^ 

judgments  are^, naturally  tolerant :  nor  woulJ  they  interpose  t^o 
•b^jtict  the  happineM  o^  their  Irish  fellow  Jiubjecl?. 
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^^J05.  ^vir^  ^bom  the  wifihed^fistf  coiiiceaftioits  coulii  af- 
.  ftct,  had.  uo  groiftnd  of  coKi{4aifi^  as  th^  ex- 
cluded themselves^  by  refusing. to  take  the.«miie 
tests  as  PiotestaoCs.  TiU  die  C&tboUps  ^ho^  to 
withdraw  that  tianiec  (insuperabte  wldtst  it  re- 
mained in  force)  of  divided  allegiance^  the  oUigar 
tion  to  papal  supremacy,  their  Lordtifaips  should 
cover  themselves  with  the  sliield.  6i  self-proserva- 
tion,  and  on  it  exhibit  the  warning  knotto  idf ,  m 

•gmiiwtthe  ^ 

"><^<^  LordGrenville  replied  to  tlie  moat  urgent  ar^gu- 
inents :  and  upon  the  division  at  six  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  49  voted  for  going  into  a  Committee, 
and   178  against  it:  leaving  a  majority  of  ISQ 

Mr.  Fox     against  the  motion. 

S^u.\n  On  the  l3th  day  of  May,  the  House  of  Com- 
mons took  the  Catholic  Petition  into  considera- 
tion ;  whed  Mr.  Fox  drew  their  attention  to  the 
pleasing  duty^  that  had  devolved  upon  him,  of 

^  I^r.  Fox  alluded  to  the  harrassing  duties  of  accusation^ 
which  h«  had  lately  undergone  in  the  enquiry  into  the  charges 
jigainst  Lord  Melville.  Whoever  views  not  that  exalted  cfaa^ 
cacter  through  a  jaundiced  or  corrupt  medium,  n^jist  now  at  least 
apknowledge,  that  there  never  existed  a  Statesnaan.  and  orator  of 
whom  it  could  with  equal  truth,  be  assarted,  that  he  was  an  ar- 
deut  and  constant  lover  of  his  country,  of  its  constitutitin,  and 
uf  mankind.  As  lie  liv^d  pot  to  see  the  completion  of  ^  the  most 
anxious  wish  of  ins  hearty  and  which  in  every  situation  he  al- 
vrays  laboured  to  promote  the  security  of  religions  as  well  as 
^ivil  liberty,  it  will  be  the  author^s  aim  to  favor  his  readers  with 
in  faithful  an  epitome  of  his  speech  on  this  Important  (question, 
*t§  the  succinct  form  of  thU  work  will  admit  of.  It  is  a  legacy 
toeitry  patriot  of  constitutional,  wise,  liberal,  and  just  policy* 
The  author,  who  means  to  hand  down  to  posterity  as  faithful  a 
pourtrait  of  united  Ireland,  aa  he  can  draw^  offers  to  ibe  m- 
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hrin^n^  I^fore  tlrem  a  tn6st  impprtaftt  siitjecJt;  JJ^' 
awWg**  •  resftcd'nitirely  ori  princrples  df  g^net^l 
QfSsK^lion  ^&  good  \vill,  cbnnecied '  witti  vievys 
Aat  j»\43r)'  tntm  mu«t  approve,  ^anrf '  iio  rnan  could 
Co»4»»n.  Wc  estihiated  the  Catholic  body'  to 
cotrip0fe€  orie.*burt(i  of  the  pppidatioti  'of  the 
JBi^ttM^  >S!wpire,  and  coxiiti  tie  j>ersuade  the  ttouse 
to  do4l]feiii  jB^ice,  hie  shouM  persuade  the  House 
to^endifr  a'li^t  itnp ortaht  service  mdeed;  perhajiJ 
Jihe  m<i^  e^ehriail,  that' rcmaraed  to  be  cldhe/^f 
4hat  ^-er  Hiad  been  donie  for  the  security,  \tlife 
greatMess,  and  general  Veal  of  tiie  Empire  aVlarge^ 
vWetibcr  wltJi  a^egard  to  its  internal  pojicy,  or/e:^-. 
tcrnal-J-elations.  tFpoh  the  g:eneral  view,  he  should 
tH'mk  it  impossible  to  raise  a  serious  cjue^tion^ 
whether  a'fburt!!  of  the^King's  subjects  ivnere  jto  be 
admitted  to  an  equal  participation  of  ri^ghts  aiid 
fM-ivifcges  with  tWi  ittnainder,  and  enjoy  the  full 
benefitof  riieConstitutum  and  'Government  of  the 
Country.  'The  drfferences  npon  this  subject  ;ivere 
t^ieoretical.  'In  practical  application,  What'^son^ 
Qailedriglits,  were  what  others  called  ^indulgences, 

piltal4)KiliUc4U^tb«  fribft^  faneqcii  vocal  .test  of  his  ^hcerity  in  th« 
i  ^^(itpfi.^fitj^fijt  iji^f^,  ,hiAXiqrdial.wbftenpki<te'tot)ie  opiaioa 
9f:^njLe  ,<trf>  the  fptffft  ,^tf|l,jpfl^^<fiil,  ^nrf  ;Iil^eriil';fripnds  «f 
Irclancf^(cQn8equently /of  ijie  Brhj^h^Eflfig^^).  jTjbfU;.^n  jFgs^ 
above  M  tnen'ihal  ever  existed,  asserted  .^nd,m^intoined  mf,^ 
tbeokniiltraiiscenldleniibi-ce  i^f  Word  and  example  tlie  principles, 
^P^ti^JfhirbtfmiOaqrttniiiBDt.  under  >^r  most  excellent  constitu- 
[  ^^f)a|^t)ta.fa«jS)^iku^](;tpr^jfi^:^  Md^tky^ih^ 

^^y^?»,  W^  .*HP^  ^!^WW.*  '/fflp4w»  )W*  (<»WPiW5»  rf  ^ 
petfple.  .  -     . 

▼OL.  II.     •      l" 


w<«.    Ue  woultl  consider  the  question,   1^,.  as  it  re- 
^^'^^^  garded  the  rights  of  the  subject,  2%'  as  it  affected 
the  rights  pf  the  Crown.     Thpsf,  who  composed 
the  society  of.  a  State^,  had  a  generd  right  to  be 
p;Qverne^  by  eijual  laws,  and  not  to  be  unequally 
or  at  all  restricted  in  any  thing,,  which  was  not  ne- 
cessary far  the  safety  of  the  people.    Solus  pqpuU^ 
mprema  iexiest    Amongst  the  friend^.to  the  Ca- 
tholic ciaains, ,  some  were  for  granting  them  ^man- 
ipipation  as  a  nutter. of  fa ver  firom  policy.     He 
W|9uld,  give^  it  as  a  right;  becausfs  it  is  :the  general 
li^htof  the  people^,  and  because  there  was  no  ex- 
ception, which  ought  to  operate  against  the  Ca- 
fbolics  of  Ireland,     Government  Iiada  right  t» 
impose  restrictioiiai,  but  if  lliere  were  no  necessity 
for  them,  then  came  the  right  of,  the  people  to  en- 
joy tlie  f^^  benefit  of  thp  law.     No  duration  of 
time  could  add  Justice  to  an  i^ijiju^t  law.     A  severe 
law  might  have  beefi  justly  made,  and  woiild  re- 
piainjust,i  wliilrt  the  necessary  cause  for  it  conti- 
nued :  but  from  the  mc^ent  that  cause  ceased^ 
the  law  became  unjust.    Although  he  generally 
deprecated  all  laws  attempting  to  restrain  consci- 
ence, .y^,t  the  Jaws  a^inst;  the  Catholtos  wece  only 
l^reteudied  to  have-  been  justi^d  at  the  times  they 
ivvere  passed,  as  political,  not  reHgious.     Here  Mr. 
Fox  illustrated  his  positions  l3y  the  most  judicious 
and  impartial  references  tp  the  conduct  of  our  Go- 
vernment tQ^vaifds  Jrelawd  fixrni  the  days  of  Eliza- 
beth, do\v<rt,^to  :the  Am^'ioafn  war;  when  the  pub- 
iio  eye  was ; opened  to  the  impolicy  of  treating  the 
Irish  Cathalicft  with  *uch  unaccountatdc^  ^seYefityi 
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He  always  conceived,  that  to  bar  a  man  of  his  J^ 
rights  on  account  of  his  religious  opinion  was  ty-v 
ranny:  nor  could  it  even  be  justified  by  the  Salus 
populiy  which  was  no  ground  for  preventing  a  man 
from  enjoying  his  religious  opinion.  According 
to  Mr,  Burke,  the  restrictions  in  Ireland,  the  fero- 
cious manners  of  thos^,  who  were  Protestants,  and 
the  insuks  sustained  by  tl^e  Catholics,  had  pro- 
duced a  degree  of  desperation  in  that  unhappy 
people,  which  made  it  doubtful,  how  far  they 
might  be  trusted.  The  effect  of  the  system  had 
been  that  of  dianging  by  degrees  the  whole  pro- 
perty of  Ireland;  and  that  country  liad  been 
brought  into  a  state  highly  to  be  lamented.  It 
certainly  was  a  circumstance  likely  to  produce  the 
general  disaffection  of  the  people,  that  the  whole 
of  the  property  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Protestants 
ascendancy,  whilst  the  mass  of  the  population  was 
Catholic.  The  relaxation  very  properly  began  by 
enabling  the  Catholics  to  acquire  property;  and 
the  power  connected  with  tht  free  trade  and  con- 
stitution, which  was  given  to  thp  Irish  in  178^ 
had  had  the  happy  effect,  by  producing  an  en- 
crease  of  Catholic  property  beyond  all  proportion 
greater,  than  that  enjoyed  by  the  Pri>testants« 
Since  which,  the  oppressive  distinctions  between 
Catholics  and  Protestants  liave  been  greatly  soft- 
ened and  corrected.  JFrom  the  time  of  the  acqui*- 
aition  of  pi-operty  by  the  Catholics,  he  never  had 
conceived,  on  what  principle  their  demands  were 
wtconced^^  to  them  :  and  least  of  all,  whyparti^ 
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J^  cojar  rrtttictfbirt  %jMt  fcqit  <^y,  when  otiicfs  wttt 

^tin'i'Li  ''^^  rertTlitihrg  restrictimifs  preveflrtfea  Ca^kblicd 
fiponi  etijoying  oeitaiti  ^fRdds  civH  *aiiA  tiiittfaty, 
ifticl  from  sitting  in  either-  Hcmse  irf  ParfiHitw^t 
After  h&vitig  (tetjt?lecl  the  hi^cty  of  the  pA^siftg 
bf  the  T^  Aj^t,  he  ^trived  tit  iflits  coftclirswrti. 
ITiat  the  Test  Act  ^a$  parsed,  %eeaase  -emf  ^nces- 
tois  dottbted  xtrtiether  Charles  I L  tvere  a  Protcs- 
tettt  ot  not,  feind  becatTsfe  they  susjpectcd  liim  «f  a 
design  to  t)vertcirti  the  ronstftutiort  of  liis^mifiry, 
as  "Was  the  case  pf  J^mts  H.  BtA  tvas  thit  a  rea- 
soti,  why  a  Protestatft  JCh^g,  not  liable  to  8as|>t- 
etdn,  was  to  be  deprived  of  the  asrsi^tarnce  ^f  bb 
C&thotic  subjects?  They  ^ad  gfvtn  tip  tJje  re- 
s?traintto  flte  Iridh'^Cathtilics,  witlh  rcgto'd  t6  tte 
subcirdteate  dffides  m  the  ftrmy,  navy,  and  kw, 
but  ^they  mtainetf  It  as  to  ^^hfe  hlglier  j  lihttscem- 
plfctely  extrnguhfhing  thke-aisptriflg  emukitioti,  which 
ddtie  catHs  talerit  lirito  full  e?^erti<>n;  No  man 
thought  of  expeffitog  t!lic  CatfhoiBes.  from  ^atlia- 
tnerttf  tHl  the  nation  was  ia  a  paroTcism  of  rage 
and  terror,  upon  the  discdvery  of  the  B^pisk  plo* 
'  in  1'^,  j(sUppose  5t  tq  ^be  tmc  or  false)  when  it 
Was  'Miev?d,  that  ^rtie  Ca:i!hoUcs  were  g»lBg  *to 
4l)tisS2tc?it  thie  Pttftesfents,  wlhfea  it  wfts  expftcteil 
thie>'  \vfetc  tp  *haye  ^e  assistatnde  i)f  ^iie  KtBg  '<)f 
9paip,  ^and  -when  ^Ueirldkulous  stdpy  of  €be  silver 
Wlets-wftsiset^^n^fooft.  He  ab%n  shewed,  %hat  ibi 
CSalhdics  W€fre  ^ot  atdkded  from  Parfementby 
reason  of  their  dissenting  from  the  doctritoes  ctf 
ih»  €6t»blished  Churcl^  'for  Protestant  Dissentefs 
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Ikn;  nod  irtdhtlat  Cfttbi((lt^«  W^t«^  fq(q}uck4  M^  (kP 

le  uQiten«ea4  impV^  ^  sj^inpMl)^  find  fettf>W^ 
fesliiKgi  between  tloe  iopi«Gf  ntotivQ  tiKl  ^  f^j^wu^ 
FeprteGntfi}.  Mi;  Fo.^iidiciited  tbQ  \A^i  tlUt  Cft^ 
btmt  Af  ioiifeen^  w}i9  mght  happ^*  m  differ,  upo^ 

CouncU  in  polemical  diMUMiMS;  of  ^mi  mI^WiMe 
tesets:  Hr  ib^teMted.  Ihe  JMdfi  ^  SsiHy,  Afer- 
sluel  TtukiMie^  Nebktr;  and  j^iktoei  F^cdktaikd  ti€ 
WirfMriocfg^,  as ipel^QiiB . dfttfemg^m  tff)igffmii»ittl 
tbe  Sorvfnrign^  wfip^m  advaiitagraii^iy:  mip^jM^ 
tlif m  mljiett  acrViee. .  The  l^etendee  hemg  g^Mnr^ 
aiu}.al]  ladJoaldifikuklesriiHB^  at  to  htm,  Miu 
F«t  ilvrdt  some  tioue .  qfMxtl  tUl^  dbj^ctii^m  raMoft 
^ajBak  the  qaestion  caooenmig  tht  fiotwer  .of  th^ 
Pope,  which  he  tieated  ai  ivltec^.  absusd;  Bulf>tti 
irai  9aSd,  fiMaparte  had  obtained' dn  inHucaiocoveR 
theP6pej  the  Pb^e  goremod  tbetriah  Prttsts^aiidl 
thai  Bonayxtrte  would  be  aUe  t6-aM:ach  tofaiinddao 
Catfa«dio8  of  Ireland.  Mr.  Fox  had  no  doubt,  fau« 
dsat  fionaparfce  would  be  very  M^luag  to  make  use 
of  such  an  engine  to  serve  his  purposes  in  Ireland. 
Bat  bow  cQsdd  he  use  his  influence  tliere  ?  If  they 
would  repeal  tbotfe  restrictive  laws,  there  W4Mild  h6 
nothhig  to  fear  from  that  quaitei' :  kit  if  on  th4 
contsaiy  t^Ky  persevered  in  tiieir  restrictions^  the 
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1W5.  ^ay^  in  which  his  influence  would  become  formi- 
^'"'^  dable,  would  be  this.  The  Irish  Catholicft  would 
be  told,  "  An  equal  participation  of  righbf  was 
hoWen  out  to  you :  but  instead  of  grantitig  your 
just  claims,  Instead  of  affording  you  the  relief  tod 
protection  yoU  were  promised,  you  are  still  stig- 
matized as  outcasts ;  you  have  BOW  therefore  only 
to  look  to  a  Catholic  Emperor  for  assistance,  and 
through  htm  you  may  expect  the  emaneipation, 
which  has  been  denif4  you*"  Of  any  iutemal  ifl- 
fluetice  of  the  Pope  or  Bonaparte  over  the  elections 
or  votes  of 'Members  of  Parliament  w>  reasonaWe 
^  apprehension  could  be  raised.*       * 

Mr.  tot  Mr.  Fox  then  AteW  a  very  strong  line  of  demar- 
*^'J^'^°''iiatioii  between  the  Spiritual  and  temporatl  power. 
The  Catholics  swpre^  that  by  thcjr  doctrine  of  spi- 
iiUifX  supremacy^  they  allowed  no  temporal  or 
cirii, power  to  tte  Pope.  The  Presbyterians  no 
mhtG  admitted  the  King  to  be  head  of  the  Church, 
ftan  the  Catholics.  They  exchided  the  Catholics 
fjY>m  ofiftce  and  Parliament  by  oaths,  and  in  the  same 
liraath  charged  them  with  neither  heedmg  or  ob- 
serving them.  They  professed  to  diffide  in  the 
Ibyalty  of  the  lower  orders  in. Ireland,  and  they 
entrusted  them  with  arms,  and  admitted  thetn  ioto 
the  army  and  naivy,  and  to  the  rank,  to  which 
they  would  naturally  aspire ;  th^  confided  in  the 
loyalty  of  thq  higher  orders;  they  knew,  that 
tlieir  fortunes  gave  them  an  interest  in  the  coun- 
try, aud  their  knowledge  and  information  taught 
them  to  prefer  the  Government  of  it  to  that  w 
any  other ;  and  yet  they  shut  them  out  of  the  si* 
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tuitions, to  whicK  flieir  rank entiUes  them.  'They ,  J^^ 
placedin  tfacihaiids  of  tfaeform^r  tjoe  ine^ns  of  iiit 
sarreobion,  and  thejr.  todlc!  ih>m  :>the.iatt^ri>(the 
power  they  might  have  by  their  ihfiueiltde  to  ret 
prefig  commotions.!  It  Hiirfls  aipriiuriplo:  ibf  «titial  ""'^2'^^'^ 
natur^  \o  reqiure .;lo  >be  placed  on  .4J&otij|^'<if  -^  " 
equalttjr  with  one's  ifcUo\ir  subjeots,)  and:  W  tbie 
boBorof  tbela^w^of :£trg^nd^  that  principle r.'WM 
particularly  62Uietioiied/  byittlkrm^'*  Torrairgae;  {as 
some  did,  thfit .  whilst  the  iC^thoJiGS:  Mrepe  :|)rds^d 
by  the  whole  rigor*  of  ithet|]enaIrcode^j  tfiey  »wpiie 
tranquil  during  the.  reb^tlidnJI  of  17li5;:iE»id>Jbf74&i; 
but  after  thc^!  hiad. received  large  xx>ncefiasQn^i!t^)fff 
joined/  in  I  the  rebellion  of  il798  to  subvert  .thb:toOf 
narcby  aiid  cdn&titiution ; iwouldagaiiist everyrprlte- 
dple  of  liberty  gb  .td  support  sthe  cruellest  tyranny 
and  most  degrading  stkvevy*  )'Mr;  iFox  asctiifabd 
the  Irfth  Uniouii  which  was  wbrked  iinlW  rebellion 
m  l7d8:to  cUiferfent  causes,  .duchlasithd  Fxenolire^^ 
yolutifyb,  theiraind  and  energyriofthosej  who  ifeik 
thefgri^vatiGe^of  oppnrssioni  and  persecution  inithi; 
Kbrth:  bf  Irtlaiidj  andntlne  cdhseqMenceB  of  diupl 
pointing  the  Catholics  by  tlie  recall  of  Lord  Fitz- 
^illiam^  whtn-  the  c?u|i/'  df  esrpectetion  was  Isdig- 
riantly  dashfed  fVbtri^'fhfcir  ei^i^^^^  17^5.  Mtidi 

stress  had  t^^en, laid 'upon 
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emancipation  fenA  papliiwnenlary- rcfolcn  were  not 
'considered  fij^  the  ipedple  of  Ireland  as^' of  mofe 
value  than  a  bit  of  paper  9r  a  drop  of  inlj^';  But  H 
^ouldalso  b,¥;rec9lle(jte4i'that  those  satti'pjpersp^s^ 
^vIk) wished  torevolutwiwe Ireland,  expjiQitiy.i^j^d* 


,^^^^^^  milffBd,  dnf) if  >Uitse  ineastiwk)  Haft!  jbe«i,  wriid; 
(A^  stpf^AcMcAi'ttutiSit  tbe-^Adiiiittfetoiiieiiiit 
Lbrch3%tahvHJbiini)  tfteic  iifttntbfas  imttldtotfe  been 
littetfy  dtfeaAdi  t^-i';  vd  /;.i  ;.^;i.{i  v;i:i'i  •f^)//^  •( 
^ntin*!°  ''iMt.'*o«'<ttw«  ?di^efteri  'fc  the' lA^cmeasifiHo^f 
^<'>>-  leglffeitfvdUiiimi,  ^  irhibti  Ud  kadns^y $)JopfiMtori^ 
adid  hldi«»^c^rimf€bfoornd'f>a$fiufto/itfh«r  tfiy^)^ 
mimiipaiiimi  'Hisr  xbaoMigf.Siioitffedi  thaftino nlfi- 
dticj^  {TiieniiSe  oSi'tsQrc^ji  Aim:  Alttnii/nTaUeftdttfae 
iCtteh0|ic9  ^  /f<^ '  'mi ' ilAixniten  tiobkl  ^ .ph)nii&  ivlntt 
depenij^  upbo  >  tberi^t^iiiiftration  oF;l^y>i«teiitl 
BUtrttid^Righl^olij  <£(eiJikbratf  diebftlinbdicpatd^ 
ttt^roifi'm^  tatTecomiddDiil  tbeirloUims^:t  ami  tfar^ 
innfuttLcbofidettcc?  &€3iisi«supptlrtj  geritfrafly^gavc 
^UaifiJtmagh^^  thSyamld  c&tMkth/nA  td  hk  (tforpo^ 
Tptfon  /fca>  the  UfiibnJ:/and  Mc.  EoxfciiofcfJir  terriraV 
bddifi&k  lesslkin^es^/ibr  tkeCalho^ck atttlmtuc- 
ooiibti  : Tllfiigbfle!nai;peisuaii6n.iv^s|<  tiiU dftei-iilie 
Un^iiitKi  GklaGli6.ckia»rW(mkirbefiiUj>^HWtd:{ 
Ittifl  <tHw  pendtslonvva8:  edxrouhaged  B)r  jkhe  vferj 
I2eirtleinarii)r  ti4ia  rWasi;  uow  otnfijersloQd)  to.  te  ;moH 
lipsttte  tomtom;)?; ;  It'waslinlpossibtellidni.tliit  dK 

it .   Many  Catholics  in  Dubinin  entered  jatp  yery  ipinie^^nA'jVi' 

Me  Mii  ^d^deritl  AMI'  «^t  ihbi^mUl  Caifibli^  iA(ii«idbtlil^ 
ippaMAu  ^i  i)ltbevKitgV»ubj«stt;  tfae  irisb  C^htKcv  M 
j^toently  tl^  n^st  Urg^t,]r^asvb<tOjpppQsf fth%l{^n«^^^  by^bicb 
Itiey  hipt  their  .own  consequence.  \^  ^^    ^     ^   ^ 

f  i)r,  Duigenan's  letter  to  Mr /G'l^tl^n  contained  l^e^  ftilow- 
)ng  iik'iigris£j)1^;    ''  ^  ^e  Wef^  e»^  i^e'opYe  i^^  t(k^  ^iiish  ii- 
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liuiyi^  pf  tl^^ilfJ^fp^pu^  not  kscye^^boeu^fmei*  vji^ 

ikrf^  bji  ((^]6^|))(>U4^  s»  th^.^^M  £^r  the  redne^l 

ti^^p^^^iioUj  tb^  1^  rfstralfirts  would;  be  ne€^%%tf 
jfcftftl  ll)€.iU^oii;^^Saa}€  li^tKrty.  4i/j>|)r^yiei{s  of  tbp 
fW^^uf^i  f^t'bj^V^^^  i(P  P^^s^^.^^^^  U'jjien  there  waaiHi 
fil^ft .  of . &v^c«f$s  j  ^speci4lly< , wM^t^an  jmpftsaidii 
^i^^t^^  ]f^ycmm  ;quar^r,j  tfeati.ti)  consent  to 

tftf^n^jiflftiq^P^B.^  ^f  *>«.  Mfae$ty'^»  (xiFQDdtiota 

teted,fft,piR€liifie  tl>e.gFf}^teftt:^nfti6iQn^  and  wrtw 
0ete^ .  ^.  (fverfi^rn  tlie  coMtitntioilJ  IfhNf  cookl 
t})ei(^a^.ifaiivedby!:P4fHam^rttb  '^^^  ad«niiti&t!ere«l 
t(i.  J^jQg  WiHiOli)  affect  tl^  repeal  qC  Btatutes  pa»»4 
$<^  ^ft^r  l)^jUa4vt4keu  it  ?  Aad  h^w  eould  tlie  goih 
s^^tiaocllfi fM^es^rvet^  ^hm\i\  ti^  excciative  oned 
be  {Jtr^'eftlfArff^^xn  eouRefttbg  to  .lawfe,  which  tlie 
|l^b$rat|i^e  b|faA«heii  <^^kt  have  advised  ?  If  it 
h^  .faei$n.,thfi;.lfrai(;ti6^«  that  nothing  should  be 
P0f^  in^i^fc  HfluseibviVswi^  ^q^iiestiMttfi^  ii»  Qen-* 
tWnw!»  had  *.^e«*qnable  jbope  of  carrying,  3th« 
coifiM^  tvotiW.:have?bj8«n  de|>rivedof  inobtof  tha 
faiV«3,  whieifi  taow  cjErn»titu7t6  tt^  grteatest  pride  and 
boast :  for  the  be§^  toieafiuf ta  havti  ingeiief al  b^n  first 
imilied^  a«d  have  at  feiigdi  weeeeded  by' Che  per- 

*  State  would  tkea  be  so  greats  that  it  would  not  be  any  loader 
"  necessary  to  curb  the  tloirian  Catholics  by  any  restniinCi 
"\Vh4fenJr;^ 
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f «o3-    severance  of  those,  Who  had  iiitroduoed  thetn  and 
""""'^'^  the  good  sense  of  Parliament    Wbflst  he  gloried 
in  being  an  Englishman,  he  never  could  say,   that 
any  thing,  which  Parliament  thinks  fit  to  be  done^ 
Mnnot  be  donfe.     He  never  conid  believe,  that  any 
Wanch  of  our  constitution  would  forget  its  doty. 
He  lamented,  that  an  opinion  on  this  subject, 
fi^hould  have  been  ch'culated,  said  to  have  been 
given  by  one,  who  had  a  legislative  voice,    but 
who  had  no  right  to  pronounce  any  opinion  ispon 
matters  pending  in  that  House.     His  Majesty's 
lawful  authority  was  one  of  the  corner-stones  of 
the  constitution,  which  he  would  ever  exert  him« 
sdf  in  supporting :  but  he  toukl  not  temain  silent, 
when « he  saw  interested  persions  endeavouring  to 
Extend  that  influence  beyond  its  due  bounds.'    It 
WGukl  be  a  great  and  incalculable  evil,  ^ereit  to 
be  edtablislied  ks  ti  maxim  in  that  House,  that  no 
person  must  move  any^  measure,  hbwcver^gieat  its 
benefits,  if  it  were  but  once  wWspeted  about,  that 
iti^ould  not  be  success^inil;  bbcaute  another  branch 
^ .    1^  ifihe  constitution  was* hostile  to  ki     He  could 
wish  to  see  anyis&tcrifice  made  for  the  gratifidalJiod 
©f  >the  Crowu,  except  the  Sacrifice  df  the  wdfare 
and  security  of  the  country.    'The  man,  who  coun«> 
teiiahced^'sach  a  sacrifice,'  was  not  a'loyal  sub^t, 
was  uot  one,  who  loved  his  King,  but  one,  who 
flattereiitbiin  in  older  to  betray  him* 
Mr.  Fox         Kjr^  ifo^  ^li^n  touched  briefly  upon  several  minor 
considerations,    which  he  urged  as   reasons   for 
going  into  fhe  Committee,  and  which  would  not 
pledge  them  to  tlie  entire  concession.  He  adverted 
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to  the  anomaly  of  the  military  at!d\naval  servicear  ,Jf^ 
being  legal  in  Ireland^  and  criminal  and  penal  in 
every  other  part  of  the  British  Empire.  Even  in 
Ireland  a  Catholic  might  arrive  to  the  rank  of  a 
General,  but  not  a  General  on  the  Staff.  Catho* 
He  soldiers  ivere  restricted  frbm  liie  exercise  of  their 
religion  sometimes  in  Ireland,  and  generally  ia 
England.  Some  alt^tions  were  also  necessary 
for  the  regulatioti  of  Catholrfc  marriages.  There 
were  many  other  parts  of  the  question,  which  ought 
to  induce  such  persons,  as  thought  the  petitioned 
wortliy  of  redress  to  go  into  a  Committee,  What- 
ever their  objections  to  the  general  question  might 
be.  A  great  portion  of  their  time  in  the  present 
and  last  Session  of  Parliatnent  had  been  consumed 
in  considering  the  best  means*  of  recruiting  the 
army,  and  of  encreasing  our  local  ahd  disposable 
force:  but  he  would  venture  to  asseit,  that  no 
scheme  whatever  of  parish  recruiting,  limited  ser^ 
vice,  or  mtlitta  volunteering,  could  equal  the  dlbct 
of  that  measure.  All  those  schemes  were  tardy 
aad  trifling,  mere  rivulets  compared  to  that  great 
ocean  of  military  resounce^  )which  would  be  at  their 
command,  were  the  laws  against  the  Roman  Ca<« 
tholics  repealed.  Now  even  in  violation  of  the 
laws  l^qr  received  Roman  Catholics  into  their 
army  and  navy :  but  what  might  not  be  expected 
from  the  zeal  and  gratitude  of  a  nation  famed  for 
warmth  of  temper  ^nd  generosity,  fondly  exulting 
in  a  triumph  obtained  over  illiberality  and  preju^ 
dice  ?  Were  tliat  salutary  measure  adopted,  there 
would  be  no  diiferences,  no  discontents:  but  all 
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the  swbjoi^tfr  «f  (he  Empire,  «BJD|y ing  «fiual  ij^bts, 

"  ~^    vtfoirid  joiit  wfib  «iw  )icwt  and  «no  mind  in<  tte  de- 

ftne«.    AlthiMigh  he  w^fc  not  wnguin^  id  belkv- 

Higr*.  t*ttt  <s<««l  "«*»to  *W*  ^^'^^  ^•^*»  ^*^  ** 
U)tiB  graijiM  to  ihii  (psuholfos ;  he  ytA  wraf  $»r- 
g^itie  itt  iwli«vi9g^  4hit  mmigr  W4  e9n««4WRce«» 
w4iich  h»4  bfCB  ftppr«b*»de4  wo*W  i»«t  foltew  th« 
iqiectioo  of  iJmt  ptAitUm..  He  Te$w(^  «n  th«  «ifi«o 
«ioa  itnd  iey«ity  of  lh«  RoMfin  C«IJitpK^  ^f  Ii^" 
kDd  ;  Imt.he  w^kl  not  ^ieesr  thnn  to»  Cw;  W 
«F««ild  n««  dii9w  the  ccird  too  tight,  li  w«i  wre>y 
t9o  ivu9l»  to  expect,  thftt  tiiey  wonkf  9Jl«r#y)b|figHt 
Att  »  eoimtit«t«»»y  ki  thts  b9n«fi«»  o^:vi^ti^ 
were  Msuriody  tlwy  uev«(  shouhl  ps^cfif jipvte  fqual^y 
inth  their  .Mlt>1v  (iuf^eot?.  Wl)»t«y0F  «^  ,t|D>  ^. 
ibe  f<it0«f  the |»euti»i»,'hf  «go}«ied «<:hrivlmf$h«t 
«t}  oppoitti^  (>f  htioi^g  it  imdcf  theit;<«i)9i4«' 
nlknn  tni  mmtA-u^  refer  >it  td  »  Comnittce  p{  the 
whols' ilf««3e.'  -1.      -    I       .'.„'•.•..■ 

At.Duise.  '  Sf.  DU^emh  tqsfxwtd  the  ihotion  w  *  loog 
."*'  apceohi,  :vhi;h  hnted  above  dlree  hoan*.  th^  ge> 
senA  spirit  and  flNthslBDceof  iifhidb,  wm  tfyprow^ 
that  by  the  aaoient  Cemieib  of  the  Catfaoiic 
Church  add  her  iovamUe  doctrioe,  no  Cathrolic 
coald  take  ui  oath,  fronK  the  ebligaciona  of  which 
he  couHlnqt  at  (Ihcr  will  of  the  Pciest  be  nUaaed; 
that  the>  Catiwlies  inaintained  no  faith  wat  to  be 
kept  with  'Hefetic%  and  such  they  considered  eveiy 
denomination  of  C^riatiaitf  but  tiiemselves;  and 
.  that  it  was  inpoesibie  fta  a  Catholic  to  be  ttvify 
loyal  to  a  Protestant  King;  He  contended,  that 
the  ^1  penons,  who  had  signed  the  Catihtolic  pe* 
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tition,  riitid  net  fey  any  memub  vepresent  tbe  body  of  J^ 
theltBh  Cft(hofic$;  lie  assurmed,  thatxumtoi  tha 
Clergy  had  sig^ned,  ibecaEOtte :Cl)9y  still. maiotaffined 
cbe  obtioxioiis  docimif %  whidi  4^ie  best  iaforaaed 
of  ^e  Lenty  wi«fa^  to  tcnouncc.     He  ciaaraely 
abttsed  l9ve  late  pmiblicartMns  lof  some  Cstfaolic  uni^ 
tf  rs,  ^i»trcBl£irly  Mr.  Sca%^  advice  do  bis  Gatbo^ 
}fc  biief lireti.     He  iCMrtemied  <dial  «bc  »atb  of  siw 
pi^macy  was  amere'smpleoathiOif  iaUegiaiiee^  and 
ihatitimffc^ned  neitber  «ei»oittsioai  tmor  nestrictiQft 
to  any  but  la^hors.     Be  eotinnented  iiargety  rupoa 
the  oafh  of 'e»n0nical  obediemre  to  tthePope  takem 
by  f1ieO<t^olic  Gisfaops :  mreighed  fiesoeigr.agaiiisi 
19r.  *Hifs.sey  'the  late  tifiuiar  {Bishop  of  Wtiterfoid^ 
fbr  ibi^bfdding  his  'flwk  to  'seml  cbdir  chtklr^hiia 
PcotestBfntf  -scfaM^ls  for  i^dacatioiH  and  eKliorting 
^  ftomi^  a(4diery  vc^  ^le  obey  diek  :oit!icei;$  w 
any  ercfeps  «?lat«re  to  spiritual  coiioems.:  ^or  they 
bd(Hijg«d'>to  the  pvi0stli4iod :  and  lie  dijtw  (svreiy 
an  um^rra>¥table)  ooiiclu»>n  from  Dr.  Hu$sey> 
rmiarfillig,  tbat'thelosa  or/ahaodoaaieatof  htS:i2er 
IjgioH  by  the  Catliolfc  selAier  might  be  &lt  in  the 
tiay  oi  battle,  that  in  piain  English^  the  Retmh 
fridkr  might  ti»n  turn  upon  ami  im^a^muBi*^  hh 
ogioer  ^r  defert  to  the  emitn3/4   ,Ue  iiifis&ed»  that 
the  measuite  oould  <viat:be;asaeated  tbtoomi^tentl^ 
^\i\k  the  obligation  of  the  looroiifation  oajtih..    He 
ailttiJtted^  that  many  honest  .i  men  ignarant  of  the 
itaite  of  Ireland'  Imd  bei^n  duped  iato  lao  aippfroba* 
fi6iii0f the'measu'fe,  and  that  it  was .universaUy 
^upportbd'by  all  demogo^es,  TCfittblioaas  anclja- 
cobias.     ^  ^^meutfy^  depw^atec)  Mr.  Jok's  M4 
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^^ .  sertioQ,  that  the  exclusion  of  Catholics  from  seats 
in  Parliament  was  an  unjust  invasion  of  their  na- 
tural rights.  In  detailing  a  prospective  view  of  the 
evils,  that  would  attend  the  concessioa  of  the  mea- 
sure prayed  for,  he  said,  the  corporation  tests 
would  soon  be  dissolved,  when  the  Romanists  were 
ence  eligible  to  fill  the  great  offices  in  Ireland;  It 
would  be  impracticable  to  exclude  tbc^  from  the 
possession  :  for  such  an  exclusion  would  be  more 
galling,  than  their  former  disquali^cation.  The  Ro- 
manists of  both  countries  in  Parliament  would  form 
a  junction,  and  wr]ng  from  the  Minister  the  whole 
civil  patron^e  of  Ireland,  and  secure  all  the  offices 
for  their  own  sect;  so  that  tlie.  whole  civil  esta- 
blishment in  Ireland  would  become  completely  Ro- 
mish.  And*>viio  could  then  secure  the  continu- 
ance of  tithes  to  the  Protestant  clergy  ?  From  some 
ancient  statistical  reports  of  Ireland,  he  concluded, 
that  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  did  not  constitute 
above  one-eighth  of  the  population  of  the  British 
islands ;  that  they  did  not  possess  one^fortieth  pairt 
of  the  real  and  personal  property  of  Ireland^  nor 
one- thousandth  part  of  the  property  of  the  United 
ICingdora.  In  fact,  said  he,  they  composed  the 
mob  and  beggary,  of  Ireland,  and  were  not  of  con- 
tequence  either  in  numbers,  wealth  or  power  to 
demand,  as  tlie  petition  did,  the  subversion  of  tbo 
constitution  in  Church  and  State,  andthe  destruc- 
tion of  the  Protestants  of  Irelana  for  their  gratifi- 
cation. It  would  let  in  an  universal  dekge  of 
atheism,  infidelity  ai»d  anarchy;  It  would  admit 
the  Pope's  supremacy  over  the  Church  of  tl^es^i 
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l^lins:  it  would  Violate  the  condittons  of  both    ^^^ 
Unioa^fWith  Scotland  and  with  Ireland;  and  to 
tender  to  his  M^esty  a  bill  of  that  import  fpr  bit 
royal  assent,  would  be  to  insult  him  by  supposing 
him  capable  of  violating  his  coronation  oath. 

Mr.  Grattan  rose  to  defend  the  Catholics  from  Mr.Gmt- 
Dr.  Duigenan's  attack,  and  the  Protestant  from 
his  defence.  The  question  for  thefr.  consideratioa^ 
was  not,  as  the  learned  Member,  had  stated,  whe- 
tbey  should  now  privilege  or  stiH  keep  disfi|iialffiie4 
some  few  Sionaan  Catholic  Gentlemen  for  seats  ift 
Parliament,  or  cdrtaia  x)ffiee»  in  the  State:  but 
whethecy .  th^  would  impart  to  ^  fifth,  portion  of 
the  population  .of  th^ir .  European  £m{Mre  sl  com 
munity  in  that^  which  was  tibe  vital  principle. and 
strength,  and  thus  confirm  the  integprity^  and  aug- 
ment .the  pOMter&of  ^e  Eimpire.  He  had  emphati- 
cally said,  tl)at,l^ie.4)eoplQrof  Ire^d  to  tegood 
CathoUcs  muat  he  had. subjects:  that  the  Irish 
Catholic  is.QOt,  never  waa  and  never  can  bp.  a  faitlii-  • 
ful  sufa|ect  to  a  Protectant  .£n^ish  King.  Thua 
has  he  pronounced  agaiiilst  his  eountry^nen  three 
curses.:  ^mal  war  with  ^eadi  other;  eternal  war 
with  England^^  '^t§r/ial  peace  with  France.  He 
fulfy^  answered  the  doatiinal  parts  of  Dr.  Duige^^- 
aan>  speech,  and  jptM^cloded,  that  as  the  Catholie 
relig^u  was  professed  by  above  two^iihirdj^  of  ali 
Chmldidom,  it  would  ibUaw,  that  Christianity 
wfts.  in  general  A  curiae :  but  of  his  own  country^ 
men  he  .had  added,  that  they  were  depraved  hy  rc*^ 
Ti^oQ,  and  rendered  perverw^.  by  nativity;  that  it 


^^  imd  ckiBfi^  by  »h^  tbiAtbtt^^^  ftfp.  6<mttaii 
ek>w4l  an  afnimite^l^ktea-of  rti#  e^b-df  the  ffo*^ 
ftoiiptive  sysilesm  'Vi4<rh<64]0^v44is,  «itftt  if  they  vi^i^lied 
tl»ftti^if>  reMtioii  of  4%ft  iiopes,  *€it4di^>«iic€«f  bet 
expeclafions,  4bey  ^^houAd  -reform  <lieir  pdkry: 
'  they  woifld  ^gdiR  a  ^^^tefy -^ver  the  enemy,-  'W^ied 
tliey  gained  a  coDi)iiest  w^er  4liefti«d Vffs.  iHe  -tliea 
entered  into  an  i«tcves*Hig1tifitdty  of  the^oodcict 
c^  GovemmetTt,  of  <fck*e  years  toWatds  tfce<bofly  of 
IftehC^tlioHoft.  rt*  That  g^rei^hiiicnit  ki  «be  'Sum* 
^,  mer  of  479!BiiKMl^BiQnt  ifi»trHetiom'(4>ie  kBew  4lie 
^'  Tad  tot|e  ao)  «o  4iie  iQrflftd  Juries  to^^fiier4ittd 
^^  icacdiitippa  agifi^  4iie;dkiins  af  ^  GilMica. 
'^  Their  leading  l^uiiMr^  bkiaetf  ^  one  >c^*  the 
^<  CQU'Qrty  meetings 'took  A  niemor%Me^fK»t  itf^ptfb* 
^  Itpityiapd  hoaiiililyito  (them.  Wthemlhc  p<^oa 
^V;of  ^liie  Cathdlics  waatoecommaidedMitvjthe^ffig'ft 
^^  :Speech'0f  fi99^  one  ^^'ifhe-iMrilMt  ever  made 
^*  from  itlijB  itfarone,  |ie  4'emenlberad  (M kiiaterft  at 
-^  first  tookooin^tice^'t^titacomnieodalion^afKl 
"^^  that  be^had-die  dianor^ofufioviiig^wtfaat-^iisetifi 
'^*  !ihe  addcess,  Mirhk$b  r^let^ie^'tO'lheit  ^s^gerjii  lh« 
*'  'Speech :  but  ^the  Irirfi-  Minirter  ^anaitsQiieil  the 
-^^  ^King,  and  with  wuntaMfied  ^e^'^iiiy  mtal^ke(i 
^  fhe .  peti  tione wi  *'  ,  In  the  progrew  of  <lhe  'Jrifl; 
that  MiQbt!er^pu!hK<t}y'aai««te^l/^lMt  aa^^ 
CathoHos  nhouM  adime  tp>tbeir'feligioii6>o]Hf^ii6i( 
they  neiver  could  he/loy^^  ibut  woiAdf4vcHrtfaate'iH« 
Majesty  and 'theGoverament  Naty>inoQ8^lvhllst 
that  bill  waa^on  its  |>a«sage,  ^heJMbh^OevemmeDf 
Mlieoipted  to  bang  the  leading  -  men  amongttt  i^be 
ftt\i!fQMr$:^vd  ^legot^inj^y  Mr*  'HijA  and  f^. 
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Haniii  wcte  bjr  their  atdtr^  indicted  fat  k  ca[j)ital 
oflfeiict,  iefhndermn.   They  weit  triutiiphafltly  ac- 
qttittcd,  airtd  so  Aagrintly  wete  the  stibotired  wit- 
nessesr  peijtrred,  thdt  the  Jud^e  of  assize  recoiri- 
mended  a!  ffbsettrtion  agahist  theAl. .  Th6s6  Werd 
amctagst  the  catiSe*,  why  the  tepeal  of  1793  did  not 
satisfy,    -ftt  addrtioit  to  which  the  Irish  GroVern- 
metit  took  eare,  that  the  Irlsh^Cathofics  shodld  re- 
ceive no  betteflt,  6pp«iW^  them  by  their  kiio\\rn 
partisans  and  dependstflt^  ill  the  Corporsltion  of 
Dubliw,.  whet!  they  scAight  for  the  fneedom  of  the 
city,  ai^  adtnissiota   ta  certiin  siftiaftiotts,   from 
\rhiefe  they  lurere  no  longeV  proscribtd  by  the  la\^ 
of  thfe  land     Mr.  Gfratttiil*  then  referred  to  the 
speeches  deli^sered  and  published  about  that  time 
by  M rnisters  and  servants  of  the  Irish  Government, 
amf  persbted  in  aird  delivered  since.     There  thej^ 
would  see  atl  attack  on  all  the  proceedings  of  the 
Irish,  from  the  time  of  their  addresses  for  free  trade, 
such  as  wtte  glorious,  as  well  as  such  as  were  in- 
temperate  without  discrimination  or  moderation. 
There  tlley  would  see  the  Irish  Ministry  engaged 
in  a  wretcjied  squabble  with  the  Catholic  Commit- 
tee, and  that  Comnlittee  replying  upon  that  Mi- 
nistry, aiid  degrading  it  more  than  it  had  degraded 
itself.    They  would*  further  perceive  the  Members 
^  that  Ministry  urging  their  charged  against!  the 
Members  of  that  ^oihniittee  to  disqualify  otl^er 
Catholies,  who  were  not  of  that  Committee,  but 
who  opposed  it :  so  that  by  their  measures  against 
<^ne  part  of  the  Catholics,    and  their  jnvective 
vot,  ir,        '  K 
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^^^'  against  the  other, .  they  took  care  to  alienate^  as 
far  as  in  them  lay  the  whole  body.  The  fiict  was, 
the  project  of  conciliation  in  1793  recommended 
in  the  speech  from  the  throne  was  defeated  by  the 
Irish  Cabinet,  which  was  at  that  time  on  that  sub- 
ject in  opposition :  and  being  incensed  at  the  Bri- 
tish Cabinet  for  the  countenance  afforded  to  the 
Catholics,  punished  the  latter,  and  sowed  those 
seeds,  which  afterwards  in  conjunction  with  other 
causes,  produced  the  rebellion. 
The  same  policy,  which  had  made  England  a 

nued.  great  people,  .would  do  the  saipe  for  Ireland^  In- 
calculable was  the  mischief,  which  the  system  of 
proscription  produced  upon  the  country*  Irrepa- 
rable was  the  Injury  clone  to  the  policy,  morals  and 
peace  of  the  country  by  persecution,  and  enpou- 
raging  the  little  man  of  blood  to  raise  himself  into 
power  and  consequence  by  harassing  and  vexing  his 
countrymen.  Yet  was  it  impossible  for  one  part  of 
society  to  afflict  the  other,  without  paying  tlie  pe- 
nalty of  feeling  the  consequence  of  its  own  bad 
passions  on  itself*/  When  the  spirit  of  religious 
discord  descended  to  the  lower  order,  and  the  ho- 
liday became  a  riot,  and  when  the  petty  Magis- 
«  trate  turned  chapman  and  dealer  in  politics,  turned 
theologian  and  robber,  made  for  himself  a  situa- 
tion in  the  country  formed  out  of  the  monstrous 
lies  he  told  of  his  Catholic  neighbours,  fabricated 
false  panics  of  insurrection  and  invasion^  then 
walked  forth  the  man  of  bloody  and  atrocities 

*  A  f«ijLbful  pourtnutof  Orangemen. . 
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which  he  durst  not  commit  in  his  own  name,  he  vj^^ 
perpetrated  for  the  honor  of  his  King  and  in  the 
name  of  his  Maker.     Much  falsehood  had  been 
uttered  about  the  incivilization  of  Ireland.     If  any 
thing  could  delay  her  perfect  civitization,  it  was 
the  religious  animosity  kept  up  by  proscriptive  dis- 
tinction,    "  Examine,  said  he,  all  the  causes  of 
"  human  misery,    the  tragic  machinery  of   the 
"  globe,  and  the  instruments  of  civil  rage  and 
"  domestic  murder,  and  you  find  no  daemonism 
"  like  it,  because  it  privileges  all   the  rest  and 
"  amalgamates  with  infidelity  as  well  as  murder; 
"  and  conscience,  "which  restrains  other  vices,  be- 
"  comes  a  prompter  liere.     In  all  this  debate,  we 
"  argue,  as  if  we  had  but  one  enemy,  the  Catho- 
'^  lie;  and  we  forget  the  French,     I  now  say  to 
'*  you,  as  I  formerly  did*  to  the  Irish  Parliament 
"  The  post  you  take  is  unfavourable :  a  position. 
"  that  would  keep  France  in  check,  and  treland 
"  in  thraldom,  to  be  held  against  the  power  of  ona 
"  country  and  the  freedom  of  the  other/'    There 
were  three  systems  for  Ireland  :  one,  such  as  Pri- 
mate Boulter  has  disclosed  :  a  people  at  variance  on 
account  of  religion,  that  the  Government  might 
be  strong  and  the  country  weak  :  a  system,  such  a 
one  a^  prevailed,   when  he   {Mr.  Grattan)  had 
broken  her  chain,  which  made  the  Minister  too 
strong  for  the  constitution,  and  the  country  too 
weak  for  the  enemy:  a  system,  which  one  of  its 
advocates  bad  described,  when  he  said  the  Pro- 
testants of  Ireland  were  a  garrison  in  an  enemy's 
k2 
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^?^  country,  and  which  anbther  genUemnn  had  de- 
scribed^ when  he  considered  Ireland  as  a  caput 
mortmm  :  but  tl^at  system  had  i^led :  it  oygl^  to 
have  failed :  it  was  a-  f»rty  Goverifment,  apd  a 
party  God.  In  adverting  to  the  Iftte  Parliaiflfot 
of  Ireland,  he  hajl,  he  6ai4f  ^  parental  recollec- 
tion of  that  assembly.  He  h^d  attended  her  cradk 
apd  followed  her  hearse.  In  14  yea?^  sl^e  ha^  ac- 
quired for  Ireland^  what  tb^y  lia^  pot  obtaii^  for 
England  in  a  century :  freedoni  of  trade,  indepen- 
dancy  of  the  Legislature  and  of  ikp  Judges,  resto- 
ration of  final  judicatuFC,  repeal  of  a  perpetual  mu- 
tiny bill,  habeas  corpus  aqty  nullum  tempfis  act; 
a  great  work,  fiut  when  the  Parliapfient  of  Ire- 
land rejected  the  Cathpli^  petitioiv  ^tid  a^nted 
to  the  cajumpies  uttered  against  the  Catholic  body, 
on  that  d?y  sl^e  voted  tljp  Uuioq  :  a^^  shpuld  they 
adojxt  a  similar  condiict^  on  that  day  they  wpukt 
vote  the  separation.  lie  wa^  surprised  to  $cp  them 
running  about  like  grown  up  cbUdreii  m  search  ^^ 
old  prejudices,  preferring  to  buy  foreigUi  allies  by 
subsidies,  rather  than  to  subsjdjze  fellow  subjects 
by  privileges.  He  ^gured  tUeRi  then,  drawn,  out 
16  against  36  milUon.s,  and  para^zu^g  one-r|if(h  of 
their  own  numbers  by  excluding  t^i^m  frosn  sow 
of  the  principal  t)fenefi.tso^  their  co^astitution,  at  the 
vefjtime,  theysaid^  all  their  numbers  were  inader 
cji^uate,  .unless  instpixed  by  those  very  privileges. 
Such  a  system  could  not  last :  if  the.,  two  islands 
^enounced  all  niational  prejucjices^  they  would  form 
at  strong  Enipirp  in  the  West  to  cliecjc,  perhaps  ul- 
tiriiately  to  confound  the  gunbition  of  the  epemy* 
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He  knew  the  soundness  of  the  ground,  upon  which  J^^ 
he  Atood)  whether  they,  whom  he  constituted  hii 
Judges,  applied  it  to  conatitotion,  where  it  walk 
fteedom,  to  Empire^  wfaire  it  Was  stitehgth^sor  to 
rdigSon^  where  it  was  light  The  opposite  princi* 
pie^  p#6scriptfon  and  di^ord,  had  mide  in  Ireland 
not  only  war,  but  even  peUce  calami toos :  witness 
the  on)e,  that  followed  the  victoriei^  of  King  WiU 
1km:  to  the  Catholics  a  sad  servitude,  to  the  Pro- 
testants^ a  drunken  triumph,  to  both  a  peace  with« 
out  trade  afn^  .without  constitutioiu  He  reminded 
tbem  of  the  i-ebelKon  of  1798,  when  the  enemy 
wte  diuistering  her  expeditions  in  consequence  of 
tte  stafle  of  Ii'elknd ;  twenty  millions  lost,  one 
ikrthing  of  which  did  not  tell  in  Empire^  and 
blood  barbdrobsly,  boy»hly^  and  most  ingloriously 
ex^mted.  He  conjured  .them  tp  do,  what  then 
was  in  theilr  power :  to  put  an  end  to  the  proscrip- 
tive  system,  which  was  the  cause  of  all  those  ini* 
series.  It  would  be  miserable  for  thiem  afterwards, 
should  any  thing  untoward  happen,  to  say,  we  did 
not  foresee  danger :  against  6ther  dangers,  against 
the  Pope,  we  were  impregnable:  but  if  instead  of 
providing  against  dangers,  which  were  not,  they 
would  provide  against  dangers^  which  were,  the 
remedy  was  in  their  hands ;  the  flanchiscs  of  the 
constitution. 

Tke AttorneyGenerd  (Mr.  Percival) opposed JJ[; ^'^ 
the  motion!  upon  the  grounds,  that  if  the  Catho* 
lies  were  once  admitted  to  offices  of  the  State,  they 
would  soon  become  the  State  itself;  they  would 
never  rest  satisfied,   till  they,  had  recovered  the 
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J^^  whole  of  that  establishment,  which  they  possessed 
before  the  Reformation.  It  was  natural :  and  if  he 
lived  in  a  Catholic  country,  he  should  wish  and  do 
all  he  could  to  establish  there  his  own  religion.  He 
strongly  insisted,  that  the  motion  went  directly  to 
infringe  the  5th  article  of  the  Union.  He  de- 
scanted upon  the  plenitude  of  the  toleration  en- 
joyed by  the  Catholics :  and  asserted,  that  every 
other  Dissenter  from  the  Established  Church  was 
excluded  equally  with  the  Roman  Catholic  *•  He 
remarked  the  indisposition  of  the  House  to  listen  to 
him :  which  he  was  not  surprized  at :  for  he  was 
conscious,  that  after  the  blaze  of  Mr.  G  rattan's 
eloquence,  every  thing  which  fell  from  him  must 
appear  vapid  and  uninteresting^  Had  he  been  in 
the  Irish  Parliament,  he  never  would  have  con- 
sented to  grant  the  elective  franchise,  nor  the  csta- 
l)lishment  of  Maynooth  for  educating  the  Catholic 
clergy. 

itfr.  Alex-  ^^^*  Alexander^  though  not  insensible  to  the 
powers  of  Mn  Grattan's  eloquence,  would  not  be 
awed  out  of  the  duty  he  owed  his  own  conscience, 
the  Crown,  and  his  cou4;)try:  But  he  could  not 
forget,  that  he  often  witnessed  those  talents  em- 
ployed successfully  in  cheating  down  the  laws  and 
constitution  of  his  country.  Upon  a  general  burst 
of  indignation  at  hearing  such  an  assertion,  Mr. 
Alexander  explained  i  by  not  attributing  the  effects 

*  It  is  impossible  to  conceive  that  Mr.  Percival  could  then 
have  been  igno^ant,  that  Protestant  Dissenters  iilways  Were  ad- 
missible to  Parliameut :  and  that  in  Ireland  the  sacramental  test 
bad  been  long  abolished  in  their  favour. 


adder. 
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produce^  by  his  eloquence  to  any  intention  in  Mr.  ^Jj^ 
Grattan :  but  he  had  painted  tlie  physical  powers 
-of  the  country  and  their  imaginary  grievances  in 
such  glowing  colouring,  that  the  people  thought 
they  had  just  motives  for  rising,  and  strength  to 
accomplish  their  object.  And  that  Hon.  Member's 
conduct  and  sentiments  prevented  his  taking  any 
diare.  in  putting  down  that  rebellion ;  or  manifest- 
ing any  active  loyalty,  or  exposing  himself  as  other 
gentlemen  did  to  common  exertions, .  common  in- 
con  veniencies  and  common  dangers.  lie  felt  it 
therefore  his  duty  on  the  present  occasion  to  with- 
stand aU  impressions  made  upon  his  mind  by  the 
talents  and  reputation  of  Mr.  Grattan.  He  spoke 
at  great  length,  travelled  over  the  old  field  of  doc- 
trinal objections,  minutely  det&iled  the  effects  of 
Excommunication,  and  maintained  that  papestry 
was  at  that  hour  more  formidable  in  Ireland,  than 
it  ever  liad  been.  Upon  frequent  importunate  cries 
for  the  question^  the  House  adjourned  at  three 
o'clock. 

On  the  14th  of  May,  Mr.  Wm.  Swi/A  opened  j^jr.  wa. 
the  adjourned  debate :  he  rested  his  arguments  in  ^'^* 
favour  of  the  motion  upon  the  abstract  rights  of 
religious  freedom  of  conscience,  the  political  jus- 
tice and  necessity  of  the  measure,  and  the  flagrant 
and  malicious  falsity  of  the  calumnies  uttered  in 
that  debate  against  the  Catholic  body.  In  answer 
to  all  the  attempts  to  impeach  tlieir  loyalty  and 
shake  their  credibility  on  oath,  he  held  in  his  hand 
a  book  containing  a  'list  of  2000  Catholics,  who 
refused  to  take  an  oath  prescribed  for  them  to  Go- 
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^^w^  vernnacnt,  which  they  could  ^ot  reconcile  to  their 
conwkncm  t  apd  preferred  every  apeoios  of  penal 
proscription  and  exclusion,  to  whidi  die  lefuaalex- 
poaed  them.  An  irrefragable  proof  of  thetr  con- 
scientioua  veracity. 

Mr.  Lee.  jy^^..  jr^^  thought  tbc  application  ill  timed, 
though  he  should  vote  for  the  motion :  a$  he  wouU 
for  the  repeal  of  the  test  to  the  Dissentem  in  £Bg* 
land,  should  any  Member  move  for  it  He  cod^ 
ceived,  that  the  Pope  by  afi^ointing  the  Catholic; 
Bishops  in  Ireland,  possessed  more  poiwer  there, 
than  he  did  in  otlier  Catholic  countries,  where  the 
Sovereigns  appointed  their  Bdsbops.  '[^hat  he  con« 
ceived  was  maintaining  t  supremacy,  which  of 
right  belongied  only  to  his  Majesty.  He  had  8an<^ 
guine  hopes,  that  if  the  prayer  of  the  petition  were 
granted^  the  Roman  Catholics  would  cheerfully 
give  up  that  point,  as  well  as  make  whatever  other 
reasonable  sacrifices  the  ciicumstances  of  the  case 
might  be  thought  to  Fequire :  foi;  he  must  maio- 
tain,  that  they  could  have  no  right  to  seats  in  Pac- 
liament,  whilst  they  continued  to  take  their  Bi- 
shops from  the  hand  of  any  foreign,  powex^*  He 
exposed  the  vulgar  error,  under  which  Dr.  Duige-^ 
nan  had  spbHei^  of  certain  maps  being  preserved 
by  the  Catholics,  by  which  tliey  could  trace  the 
boundaries  o£  the  estates,  once  possessed  by  their 

•  The  rpader  is  here  reminded  of  the  note,  p.  100,  aqd  re- 
ferred to  what  is  said  hereafter  upon  the  question  of  tbe  veto. 
That  spiritual  sopremacy  of  the  Pope  was  the  only  dtfiereoce  in 
the  natior>a]  religion  ioU'oduced  by  the  Sefonnatloo  of  Henry 
VIJI  an^l  t^ji^se  v'^ra  tbe  only  truq  Romafi  C>tbo)iqs  of  this 
country,  whu  did  not  give  into  that  Reformation.       >; 
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aflccstors,  in  the  expectation  of  an  opportunity  of  ^^^ 
rechiming  them.  The  fact  was,  that  the  map  of 
all  these  forfeited  !ands  was  kept  by  the  Auditor  in 
the  Castle  of  Dublin,  and  was  accessible  to  every* 
man,  who  chose  to  inspect  it,  and  was  daily  pro** 
iluccd  in  the  Courts  to  ascertain  disputes  respect- 
ing boundaries.  That  map  was  drawn  by  Sir  Wm^ 
Petty,  after  the  pld  one  had  been  taken  away  by 
King  James  11.  and  carried  into  France,  whither 
General  Vallancey  was  sent  some  time  since  by 
Government  to  procure  a  copy  of  it:  it  is  com- 
prized in  24  folio  volumes. 

Sir  fVm.  Scott  strongly  oppo^d   the  motion,  ^'f  wm. 
which  went  to  infringe  the  fundamental  maxims  of 
our  glorious  constitution*     A  Protestant  King  sur- 
,   rounded  by  Catholic  Ministers  would  be  a  solecism 
in  fact  as  well  as  in  law  :  for  there  must  be  a  per- 
petual contradiction  between  the  duties  of  tlic  one 
and  the  other.     It  was  an  important  function  of 
tUe  great  officers  of  State  to  attend  with  zeal  and 
vigilance  to  the  protection  of  our  Church  esta- 
blfsbmei^t,  but  that  obligation  could  not  be  dis- 
charged by  those,  Vho  deemed  it  to  be  absurd* 
pernicious,  profane  and  fanatical.     He  adverted  to 
Mr.  Grattan's  intimation  of  the  danger  of  a  sepa- 
ration of  the  Sister  islands,  if  that  motion  were 
rejected.  Mr.  Grattan  in  explanation  said.    If  the  « 
Parliament  assented  to  the  calumny  propagated, 
th^t  the  Catholics,  were  traitors  to  their  King  and    ' 
country,  it  would  lay  the  foundation  of  such  a  se- 
paration;    It  was  not  the  rejection  of  the  petition^ 
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^ja^  but  the  adoption  of  the  calumny,  to  which  he  had 

advened. 
►r.  Liw-      »  2)r.  Lcavrence.  said,    he  most  conficientiously 
voted  for  the  .motion,  and  confided,  that  the  deci- 
sion of  the  House  would  be  worthy  its  liberality 
and  honorable  to  the  character  of  the  Parliament 
and  of  the  country.     In  a  very  luminous  speech  he 
enteried  into  a  minute  refutation  of  the  arguments, 
and  exposed  all  the  distorted,  garbled  and  false 
quotations  of  Dr.  Duigenan,  both  from  the  an- 
cient councils  and  authors,  and  from  the  modern 
worksof  Catholic  writers*. .   He  was  induced  to 
advert  particularly  to  those  points  in  Dr.  Duige- 
iian's  speech,  because  from  the  nature  of  his  pro- 
fessional pursuits  he  had  occasion  to  attend  to  such 
Subjects,  and  it  was  unlikely,  that  other  gentlemen 
should  be  familiar  with  them. 
Mr.  Foster,     j^fj.^  Fosttv  could  not  givc  a  silent  vote  consist- 
ently with  his  former  conduct  in  Ireland.     Political 
power  was  the  sole  object  of  the  petitioners :  for  in 
every  thing  else,  they  were  upon  a  par  with  all 
their  fellow  subjects.     They  had  heretofore  Cou- 
pled Parliamentary  Reform  and  Catholic  Emanci- 
pation as  the  two  watch  words,  which  ended  in 
rebellion.     Should  some  score   Catholics  by  the 
vote  of  that  night  find  their  way  into  the  Imperial 
Parliament,  and  afterwards  feeling  their  inferiority 
in  an  assembly  of  658  Members,  they  would  ra- 
pidly augment  their  strength  by  new  political  re- 
cruits, and  endeavour  by  a  repeal  of  the  Union  to 

•  Paitlcularly  Dr.  Milner,  Dr.  Troy,  and  Mr.  Ploirden. 
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re-establish  the  Irish  Parliament.,  Tlien  300  Ca-  W5. 
tholic  Members  elected  by  the  majority  of  the  Irish' 
population  would  resume  their  functions,  and 
quickly  put  down  the  Protestant  ascendancy,  which 
could  not  be  supported  without  the  close  Protes- 
tant boroughs.  Under  the  Union  Act,  by  com- 
pact the  Protestant  boroughs  were  suppressed;  and 
a  compensation  of  1,400,0001.  paid  to  Protestant 
owners,  and  not  one  shilling  to  Catholics.  The 
consequence  would  be,  that  popular  elections  would 
prevaiU  In  such  case  he  left  gentlemen  to  judge 
how  long  the  security  would  continue  for  the  Pro- 
testant establishment  in  Church  and  State,  and  the 
connection  between  the  two  countries.  If  this 
were  the  only '  objection,  he  shoidd  think  it  quite 
sufficient.  He  felt  the  full  force  of  those  conse- 
quences to  be  apprehended  from  such  a  measure, 
and  he  trembled  *  for  the  separation  of  his  native 
country  from  that  connection  with  England,  de- 
prived of  which  he  was  convinced  she  would  be 
neither  prosperous  nor  happy. 

Mr.  George  Ponsonby  observed,  that  one  part  ^^•.  ^^■" 
of  Mr.  Foster's  speech  completely  answered  the 
other.  It  was  ridiculous  and  contemptible  to  hear 
gentlemen  argue,  that  there  must  be  danger  to  the 
constitution,  in  permitting  some  Catholics  to  ob- 
tain seats  in  Parliament.  He  indignantly  resented 
the  foul  calumnies  and  misrepresentations  of  hisi 
countrymen,  which  he  had  heard  in  that  House, 
and  heard  of  in  another  place.    Their  character 

•  These  sentiments  were  singular  from  the  moutb  of  Mr.  Fos- 
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it<>5.  was  the  direct  reverse.  In  proof  of  that,  he  urged 
that  those,  who  had  given  this  character  had  be- 
fore, and  would  again  retdm  to  Ireland,  and  walk 
i|i  file  most  perfect  security  in  every  parfbf  it :  and 
he  defied  any  persf^n  living  to  prove  a  single  in- 
stance, m  which  the  people,  who  had  bden  thus 
dc^radingly  traduced,  had  ever  expressed  the  least 
personal  resentment,  or  inflicted  any  penson^  ven* 
geance  on  them.  In  speaking  of  the  body  of  the 
Irish  Catholics,  lie  said.  There  never  was  a  race  of 
men  in  Enrope,  who  had  preserved  so  mtich  of 
what  was  good  under  so  much  oppression.  "  I 
**  know  them  well :  and  I  know  at  the  same  time, 
"  that  whatever  there  is  good  in  them,  they  owe 
' "  to  themselves  t  whatever  is  bad  in  them,  they 
**  owe  to  you.  Yes,  Sir,  I  will  say,  it  is  owing 
*•  to  your  bad  Government  I  liave  many  friends 
•*  and  near  connections  in  this  country,  for  whom 
'^  1  feel  tlie  highest  respect  and  most  affectionate 
"  regard.  I  love  this  country,  and  would  do 
*•  every  thing  in  my  power  to  serve  it,  but  I  will 
"  not  flatter  it.  You  have  goveraed  Ireland 
**  badly.  That  country  has  long  appeared  to  yott 
**  in  the  light  of  what  is  called  a  bore.  You  have 
^  viewed  it  as  a  cast  offy  not  worthy  your  notice 
*•  or  regard  :  and  so  Ministers  get  rid  of  the  trou- 
"  ble  of  it,  they  care  not  Jiow.''  He  was  sur- 
prized, that  the  petitioners  were  Catholics.  He 
thought  the  Protestants  ought  to  have  voluntarily 
brought  it  forwards  It  would  have  produced  die 
Iiappiest  etFects,  and  have  shewn  a  confidenoe 
higl%  honorable  to  them.     "  Power  is  in  itself  at 
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^^  aU  tim^s  dangerous :  but  when  you  suffer  one  ^J^*v 
"  sect  to  lofd  ft  over  aoother,  you  cannot  wondei:. 
^^  that' the  fi^itig^  become  warm  and  apimated^ 
''  and  df$cot)tents  and  jealousies  are  the  cooae^ 
*'  quence/' 

The  Chanodlqr  Qf  the  Exchequtr  (Mr.  PitiJ^^.m. 
was  favourably  disposed  to  the  general  principle  of 
the  question,  but  differing  in  inany  points  &om 
thos^  who  had  introduced  and  supported  thie  nw^ 
tion^  he  thought  fit  to  observe^,  that  he  had  n6ver 
considered  the  question  as  involving  any  claim  of  # 
rights  Right  was  totally  independent  of  circum*' 
stances:  exp^dienqn  included  t^ie  consideration  of 
circunuitanc^,  and  was  wholly  dependent  upon 
dieta»  Upon  the  principle  of  expe;dienc;y  he  feU« 
that  eiitertaining  as  be  did,  a  wish  fbr  the  repeai 
of  the  whole  penal  code,  and  a  regret,  that  it  had 
not  been  abolished^  he  felt,  that  in  no  possible  case 
hefoce  the  Union^  ciould  those  privileges  have  beenr 
granted  to  the  Catholics  with  safety  to  the 
existing  Protestant  e&tablishiaieat  in  Church  and 
3tate.  After  that  measure,  he '  saw  the  matter 
ia  a  different  light :  and  though  certainly  no  pledge 
W(^Fe  ^er  given  to  the  CathQlics>.tl>at  their  claimjs 
fihaudd  be  granted  ;  yet  he  had  no  hesitation  in  re«- 
pcsting,  what  his  speech  in  1800  for  the  Union 
(which  be  admitted  to  be  a  genuine  i^cord  of  his 
sentiments)  imported  :  that  if  it  were  found  right 
to  gmnt  the  CathoJiic  claims,  they  might  be  thcn^ 
granted  with  more  safety  to  tlie  Protestant  in- 
terest, or  rejected  with  less  danger  to  the  tranqulW 
%  Qf  Ireland,  than  if  that  couatry  had  ^nlinued 
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1805-  ynder  a  local  legislature.  An  united  Parliament 
.might  so.grant  the  boon,  as  to  render  it  safe  to  the 
<Sountry,  effectual  to  those,  who  should  receive, 
innocent  to  those^  by  whom  it  should  be  confer- 
red, and  conducive  to  the  strength,  unanimity  and 
prosperity  of  the  Empire.  Such  bad  been,  and 
such  were  his  sentiments.  If  from  a  concurrence 
of  circumstances  it  were  then  expedient  to  grant 
them,  and  by  a  wish  he  could  carry  that  measure 
into  effect,  he  saw  lio  rational  objection,  nor  did 
he  entertain  those  fears,  which  others  expressed 
of  danger  from  it  to  the  establishment  inCburch  and 
State.  He  thought  at  all  events,  that  the  conces- 
sions to  the  Catholics,  should  be  accompanied  with 
new  checks  and  guards  for  the  established  consti- 
jtution:  chgcks  not  applying  to  the  Cath6lfcs  as 
Catholics,  with  such  tests  as  would  be  a  security 
against  the  principles,  on  ^vhich  the  rebellion  had 
originated.  It  seemed  also  expedient,  to  provide 
some  guards  against  the  evil  influence,  which  the 
bigotry  of  Priests  might  prompt  them  to  exercise 
over  the  lower  orders.  ^  For  that  purpose  he  was 
desirous,  that  measures  should  be  adopted  to'con- 
ciHate  the  Priests  themselves  with  the  Government, 
by  making  them  in  some  degree  dependent  upon 
it,  and  thus  rendering  them  links  to  connect  the 
Government  with  the  lower  classes  of  society,  in* 
stead  of  being  the  means  of  separation  and  agita- 
tors, who  by  infusing  their  prejudices  would  di- 
vide the  Catliolic  from  the  Protestant,  and  alienate 
liim  from  his  duty.  Thus  would  the  Catholics  btv 
satisfied,  and  the  Protestant's  safe.     Such-  were  his 
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general  views  of  that  important  subject :  and  had  Jf^ 
it  been  possible  to  obtain  that  general  concurrence^ 
*hich  was  necessary  to  carry  such  a  system  into 
effect  with  the  assistance  of  abler  men  to  digest 
aad  mature  it,  instead  of  weakening,  he  was  con- 
fident, it  would  have  encreased  the  security  of  the 
establishments  in  Ireland  both  of  Church  and 
State.  But  he  stated  those  measures,  not  as  th^ 
result  of  any  pledge ;  though  he  readily  admitted, 
they  were  the  consequences  of  the  general  reason- 
ing urged  in  favor  of  tlie  Union,  and  that  a  very 
natural  expectation  was  entertained,  that  the  mea- 
sure would  have  been  immediately  brought  forward 
after  the  Union.  He  spoke  for  himself  alone. 
Others  must  judge,  respecting  their  own  conduct 
for  themselves.  He  did  not  feel  himself  called 
upon  to  make  any  more  detailed  explanation,  than 
he  formerly  had.  He  never  could,  whilst  those 
circumstances  existed,  to  which  he  had  very  Intel- 
JigiWy  alluded,  become  a  party  to  the  agitation, 
far  less  to  the  pressing  of  a  measure,,  tp  the  success 
of  which  there  was  irresistible  obstacle.  Should 
tbe  question  not  be  carried,  and  he  saw  no  pro* 
bability,  that  it  wouhl,  the  only  effect  pf  agitating 
it,  would  be  to  excite  hopes  which  would  never  be 
gratified,  arid  to  give  rise  to  expectations,  which 
were  sure  to  terminate  in  disappointment. 

He  next  took  another  line  of  firgument,     They  Mr.  vm 
-were  anxiou;^  to  conciliate  the  Catholics,  but  let*'**  ""^ 
them  not  in  so  doing  irritate  a  much  larger  por- 
tion of  their  fellow  subjects.     Whilst  they  drew 
togetber  the  bonds,  which  united  one  clas/j.  of  the 
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,^^^  population,  let  them  not  give  offeBcc  to  anotJwr 
part  of  it,  whote  loyalty  and  attachment  bad  Jong 
been  undoubted.     He  should  disgnise  the  truths  if 
he  did  not  say  the  prevailing  opiniott  against  the 
petition  was  strong  ami  rooted.    He  apfriicd  to 
Mr.  Grattan,  the  Spiendoar  of  wbosir  eloquence  he 
extolled,  to  answer,  wharl  wottld  be  the  result  of 
agrtating  the  question.    The  $upporte#»  of  it  had 
contended,  that  if  there  were  any  circumstances 
arisittg  ont  of  religious,  opinions,  which  inftatned 
tlje  Catliolics  in  tlie  rebellion  of  1798,  they  were 
solely  attribi^abte  to  the  disappointotnit  of  tbdse 
hopes,  of  emancipation,  which  £oiid  FitzwiUiam  had 
encouraged.    The  anticipatiot*  of  the  TiVx  conse- 
quences, uvade  him  lament  the  agitation  of  thtf 
question,  at  that  niodaKtid!.     He  sbouU  therefore 
act  contrary  to  all  sen^  of  his  dttty,  and  jncon- 
aistcntly  with  tbcWiginai  line  he  had  marked  for 
his  condilct,  were  he  tt>  couuilienaBce  that  petitroa 
in  any  shape,,  of  to  withhold  giving  lu»  negative  to 
the  preposition  for  going  inoo-the  Committte. 
Mr^wynd-     Mr.  JVytidkam  consiilcrsd'.  the  question,  to  be  a 
natural  aud  immecEatc  consequence  of  the  legisla- 
,tive  Union;  and.  on§,  to  which  tlie  Catliolicsof 
Ireland  were  certainly  taught  to  look  forward  ill 
the  course  of"  all  the  argiwnents  used  in  fevorof 
that  measure,  both  in  and  out  of  ParJiam^nt    He 
had  Ibng  been  convinced,  chat  by  that  measure 
alone  the  gieat  union,  of  Protestant  and  Catholio 
could  be  brought  about.     He  had  originally  strong 
objections  to  the  measure  of  Union,  and  he  became 
reconciled  to  it  only  upon  the  idea,  that  all  disabi- 
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* 
lities  attaching  on  the  Catholics  were  to  be  re-    ^•^ 

moved,  and  that  the  whole  population  would  thus 
become  united  in  interests  and  affections.     But 
finding  impediments  raised  to  the  measure  stronger^ 
than  he  had  apprehended,  he  relinquished  the  Ad-* 
ministration,  because  he  thought  the  measure  in- 
dispensable to  the  safety  of  the  Empire :  and  he 
had  seen  nothing  since  to  make  him  change  his 
opinion,     Mr.  Pitt  had  avowed,  that  his  opinion 
was  then  the  same :  and  surely  if  it  were  expe^ 
dient  in  1801,  it  was  incalculably  more  so,  at  that  . 
moment     No  great  measure  could  be  expected  to 
be  adopted  unanimously,  especially  if  any  religi- 
ous prejudices  were  to  be  combated.     He  denied 
the  fair  sense  of  the  British  nation  to  be  against 
the  measure ;  and  lamented,  that  a  factitious  cry 
had  been  raised  against  it  by  some  interested  and 
dependent  persons  and  mercenary  newspapers.   He 
deprecated  and   solemnly  protested  against  Mr. 
Pitt's  arguments  as  unparliamentary,  unconstitu^^ 
tional  and  dangerous :  and  professed  his  firm  reso-" 
lution  to  persevere  in  that  object,  which  he  consi^ 
dered  best  calculated  for  the  safety  of  that  very 
Protestant  establishment,  to  which  it  was  said  to 
be  inimical :  he  had  the  strongest  hope,  anxiety 
and  confidence,  that  the  period  was  not  far  re- 
mote, when  that  House  would  see  the  justice  and 
$ound  policy  of  conceding  that  salutary,  wise  and 
beneficent  measure. 

Sir  John  Newport  rose  to  submit  to  the  House  a^  j^j^^ 
very  strong  case  in  point,  which  would  put  the^^^J^"^^ 

VOL,  II.  h 
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J^Q^  matter  in  a  new  light,  an^  op^n  untrodden  ground 
of  prep^ent  The  States  pf  Hungary  resembled 
our  constitution  more  cfosely,  than  ^ny  other  cei)- 
tinental  establishment.  They  formed  a  population 
of  ^bove  7,000,000,  an^l  had  for  centuries  suffered 
all  the  evils  of  being  divided  by  religion,  distracted 
by  the  differenccT  of  thqr  tenets,  and  restrictions  ou 
account  of  them.  At  length  in  1791,  at  the  most 
violent  crisjs  of  (disturbance,  a  Diet  was  convened; 
at  which  a  decree  v^ras  passed,  by  which  full  free- 
doixi  of  religious  faith,  worship  and  edMcation  was 
secured  to  every  spct  without  exception.  The  tests 
and  oaths  were  rendered  unohjectionahle  to  any 
i^ative  Hupgariin,  be  his  religion  what  it  would : 
and  then  came  the  clause,  which  gave  them  pre-^ 
^  cisely  what  these  petitiopers  have  in  contemplation, 
Xliat  "  the  public  offices  and  hououts,  whether 
'*  high  of  low,  great  or  small,  should  be  given  to 
"  natural  born^  Hungarians,  who  had  deserved  well 
"  of  their  country  and  possessed  the  other  requj- 
*^  site  ^jualificatioris,  xcitJiout  avy  respect,  to  their 
"  religion."  That  Diet  consisted  of  nearly  4-00 
members,  with  a,  splendid  civil  establishment  for 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion.  The  measure  was 
adopted  in  a  mo^t  critical  moment,  apd  it  had  suc- 
cessfully passed  a,n  ordeal  qf  14  revolutionary 
years,  equal  in  fact  to  the  trial  of  a.  century  less, 
disturbed  and  agitatedf  That  falsified  the  ^ser- 
tion  made  in  the  petition  from  the  city  of  Dublin, 
that  the  Irish  Cathplics  were  placed  on  a  foqtipg 
of  ppliticj^l  power  not  enjoyed  by  any  pthei:  Dis- 
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sentew  from  ihe  established  religioia  in  any  other  ,JJ^ 
State  of  Europe. 

Mr.  Mtmrice  Fitzgerald  supported  the  motion  :  Mr.  m. 
and  aolemnlj^  declared,  that  wh*a  he  voted  for  ^*'^*'' 
Union  in  the  Irii^h  Parliament,  it  was  in  view  and 
contemplation  of  that  measure :  for  no  man  could 
deny^-that  the  impression  then  made  on  the  Ca- 
tholic mind,  was,  that  Ministers  as  well  as  Opposi- 
tion were  in  favor  of  tlieir  claims.  They  expected 
of  course,  that  much  more  attention  would  be 
paid  to  them  now. 

Colonel  Archdall  asserted,  that  the  bulk  of  thecoionei 
Roman  Catholics  was  ilot  anxious  about  the  result^'^ 
of  the  question :  if  the  cause  were  a  good  one,  it 
had  been  very  ill  conducted :  and  he  gave  the  mo* 
tion  his  decided  negative.  ^ 

Hon.  H.  Augustus  Dillon  denied,  that  the  ques-  Mr.sHion. 
tion  involved  a  party  measure.  It  affected  the 
safety  of  Ireland  and  the  vitality  of  the  Empire. 
The  hearts  of  the  Irish  people  had  been  aliepated 
by  martial  law  and  the  suspension  of  the  habeas 
corpus  act,  and  by  other  severities  and  oppressions. 
Were  that  measure  allowed  to  pass,  such  expedi- 
ents would  cease  to  be  necessary,  arid  the  mass  qf 
I  a  brave  and  grateful  people  would  present  a  Urm, 
an  iron  bulwark  for  the  protection  of  the  country 
against  the  designs  of  the  enemy, 

Mr.  Sliaio  said,  that  painful  as  it  was  to  him  to-j^r.sbaw. 
oppo^  the  motion,  he  must  do  it  in' obedience  to 
the  instructions  of  his  constituents  (thedti^cfis  of 
Dublin).     With  them  he  was  embau-Ked  itt  oiia^ 

l2 
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1S05.  bottom.  He  deprecated  any  idea  hostile  to  Ihc  in- 
terests of  his  Catholic  countrymen, .  or  doubtful  of 
their  loyalty :  yet  he  would  remark^  that  the  peti- 
tion certainly  held  out  an  indirect  threat,  that  if 
the  prayer  of  it  were  not  acceded  to,  the  enemy 
might  not  look  in  vain  for  the  aid  of  disaffection 
should  the  occasion  offer.  He  wished  all  civil  dis- 
tinctions to  be  done  away  in  his  country :  but  that 
could  only  be,  when  the  Catholic  should  be  re- 
lieved from  the  odium  and  suspicion  derived  from 
his  foreign  connections  and  influences,  and  when 
the  directing  head  of  his  Church  should  not  be  the 
instrument  and  slave  of  that  sanguinary  despot, 
who  is  the  implacable  foe  of  the  constituticni  and 
liberties  of  the  Empire. 
Mr.H:Ad.  Mr.  Hiley  Addinpon  attempted  to  explain  a 
*nijtun.  qqQtation  made  by  Mr.  Fox  from  a  speech  of  his 
brother  (Lord  Sidmouth)  on  a  former  occasion: 
and  added,  that  this  was  a  call  for  a  revolution  in 
the  repeal  of  some  of  the  wisest  laws  of  the  land. 
Mr.  J.  La-       Mr.  Joku  Latouche  differed  from  a  great  part  of 

louche.         «■•  •  .i'*.. 

his  constituents  m  supporting  the  motion :  being 
convinced,  that  it  would  tend  to  confirm'  the  esta- 
-  blishment,  and  strengthen  the.  foundations,  upon 
which  the  security  of  the  Empire  rested. 
Sir  J.  Cox       Sir  John  Cox  Hippesky  by  way  of  meeting  the 
»pp«iey.  ^^bjg^tJQj^g  Qf  those,  who  opposed  the  motion  upon 
the  ground  of  its  incompatibility  with  the  corona- 
tion path,  mentioned,  that  the  constitution  of  Cor- 
sica, as  ratified  by  his  Majesty,  stipulated,  that  the 
B(Oman  Catholic  religion  in  all  its  evangelical  pu- 
rity (such  were  the  words  of  the  act)  should  be 
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» 
the  only  national  religion  of  Corsica,  and  all  others  ^  ^^Qf^  ^ 
tolerated  :  and  that  Parliament  should  concert  the 
discharge  of  the  functions  of  the  Bishops  with  the 
See  of  Rome.  His  Majesty  also  in  the  year  1794 
appointed  Mr.  Mac  Donald  a  Roman  Catholic 
Priest,  Chaplain  to  a  Catholic  Fencible  Regiment 
raised  in  Great  Britain. 

Lord  De  Blagtiiere  opposed  the  motion  as  calcu-  ^rd  dc 
lated  to  mjure  the  highest  mterests.     It  would  ei*- 
ther  produce  union,  happiness  and  peace,  or  deluge 
the  streets  with  blood.  ^ 

Mr.  C.  H.  Hutchinson  supported  the  motion  Mr.  c.h. 
and  vindicated  the  character  of  his  traduced  coun**  Mr.  Haw.  * 
trymen.     Mr.  Hawthorne  lamented,  that  the  ques*  sir  w^'doi- 
tion  should  be  agitated  without  a  prospect  of  sue- ^^* 
cess;  he  however  would  vote  for  the  motion:  con- 
vinced, that  the  compliance  with  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  Mfas  essentially  necessary  to  the  peace  and 
repose  of  Ireland,  the  stability  of  the  Union  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  and  tl^e  safety  and  secu- 
rity of  the  Empire  at  large.    Sir  JV.  Dolben  op- 
posed the  motion.     He  admitted,  that  the  balance 
of  talent  and  jngenuity  were  in  favor  of  the  peti- 
tion:  but  the  force  of  argument  and  public  prin- 
ciple against  it. 

Mr.  Fox  closed  this  important  debate  with  hisMr.Fox. 
reply.     As  to  the  time  of  bringing  forward  the 
petition,  he  had  no  defence  to  offer,,  whatever  im- 
putation might  be  brought  against  hi«i.    There 
was  no  time  of  his  life,  when,  if  any  sort  of  men 

applied  to  him  to  support  a  petition  in  favour  of 

religious  liberty,  he  would  not  comply  with  their 
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wox     request     If  Mr.  Pitt's  opinion  were  to  be  fotlow* 
ed,  and  if  every  thing  were  to  be  considered  a 
party  trickt  as  he  had  termed  the  bringing  forward 
ihat  measure,  Because  it  was  not  expected  to  be 
attended  with  success,  the  constitution  would  be 
rendered  singular  indeed,  and   the  whole  of  his 
(Mr.  Fox's)  life  would  have  been  in  repugnance  to 
bis  opinions  and  the  constitution  of  his  country. 
He  pointedly  remarked,  how  materisdiy  Mr.  Pitt's 
conduct  differed  in  18(XS  from  what  it  had  been  in 
1801.  Yet  he  would  have  the  Catholics  believe,  he 
still  retained  all  the  same  opinions  and  sentiments 
in  their  regard  now,  that  he  had  accepted  of  place, 
as  when  he  declared,  that  on  that  account  he  could 
not  hold  it.     But  when  the  Catholics  had  been 
fcMTced  to  believe,  lie  had  changed  his  mind  as  well 
as  his  conduct,  they  went  to  Mr.  Fox,  and  because 
t^y  had  done  so,  they  were  charged  (most  un- 
handsomely) with  having  made  themselves  theal* 
lies  of  a  party^    What  was  to  become  of  the  con- 
stitution, if  indepemlent  members  of  that  house, 
representatives  of  the  people  oi  England,  the  first 
nation  on  earth,  were  to  be  excommunicated  in 
their  }>oUtical  capacity  for  the  performance  of  a 
duty  adverse  to  the  sentiments  of  those  ministers, 
whose  conduct  they  condemned  :  if  millions  were 
-  to  be  stigmatized  as  allies  of  a  party,  because  they 
applied  to  such  members  for  the  establishment  of 
their  undoubted  rights,  privileges  and  immunities 
civil  ami  religious,  denied  to  tliem  by  tliose  minis- 
ters, who  ought  to  be  foremost  in  granting  them. 
What  co^kl  be  raoi:c  fatal,  than  the  well  founded 
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edhVictiOn  of  above  three  fourths  of  the  j[>optiktioii 
of*  tffeland,  tfrat  there  Was  not  a  man  in  fengland, 
Who  Sympathized  with  their  suifetings,  or  who  Was 
inclined  to  exert  himself,  ih  ordct  to  obtaiil  redtess 
of  tliefii  ?  tit  hoped  th6  Cithblifcs  W6uld  iot  rea- 
son in  thid  tAantier :  We  hare  no  fHtnds  in  Eng- 
land, theVcfo^fe  we  liiust  look  elsewhere.  Some  hav6 
saici :  L^t  u^  fitiish  i!hfe  question  for  her.  Whcft;  ' 
he  asked,  Vas  it  known,  that  inch  aqitestioti  coifld 
be  fii^fshed  for  ever?  Man  and  for  ever.  Mf.  Foit 
theii  took  i  ietrdspective  viesV  of  the  cdndact  of 
the  Irish  Parllamerit  in  175^1,  acnct  the  t^*o  foUotif- 
ing  yeats,  and  also  of  the  American  war,  atod  drew 
pointed  coriclasions  from  the  results  of  all  those 
transactions,  a^  they  differed  from  the  hfeated  and 
jaconsideratt;  dnd  intemperate  speeches  and  con- 
duct of  the  members  of  those  days,  when  first 
opened. 

Mr.  Fox  lamented  he  conld  not  have  the  l^enefit  J^JJ« 
of  Mr.  Pitt's  vote,  yet  he  rejoiced,  that  he  had  the 
advantage  of  his  discountenancing  what,  he  must 
feel,  r^;flected  as  much  honor  t)h  his  principle  in 
1801,  as  disgrace  in  1805.  His  vote  would  haVe 
been  a  benefit  to  his  country,  but  his  speech  was 
of  more  advantage.  It  was  of  consequence,  that 
in  England,  Ireland,  and  every  part  of  the  empire, 
it  should  be  known,  that  the  opinion  of  men  ih 
power,  or  likely  to  be  in  power,  or  v^hose  authority 
or  interest  was  looked  up  to  with  confidence,  ais  fa- 
vourable to  the*  cause,  to  which  the  vote  of  the 
Right  Honourable  Gentleman  was 'adverse.  He 
wished  he  could  have  had  his  vote;  but !     'V^-^k.;- 
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Jll^  ed  hhn  for  his  argument     He  admitted  that  some 
respectable  bodies  had  differed  from  him  in  opinion^ 
but  he  did  not  admit,  that  the  sentiments  p£  the 
public  were  adverse.     The  claims  of  the  Catholics 
were   not  only  consistent  with  the  principles  of 
the  constitution^    but  consonant  with    its  vital 
spirit.    The  crisis  demanded  that  toto  certandum 
est  corpore  regnU    which  could   not   be^    when 
so    large   a  portion   of  the   carpus    regni  was 
deprived  of  the  privileges,  which  they   ought  to 
^^joy>  di^d  without  which,  to  them  the  country 
was  nothing.     They  boasted,  that,  ftey  should  be 
able  to  make  exertions  against  the  enemy,  which 
the  subjects  of  arbitrary  power  could  not  be  ex- 
pected to  make,  because  they  were  iSghting  for 
laws,  that  were  their  own  laws,  for  a  constitu- 
tion,  that  was  their  own  constiution,  for  those 
rights    and  sacred  immunities,   which    no  other 
coiintry  under  heaven  possessed  the  advantage  of 
fighting  for.     This  applied  not  to  the  Catholics, 
w^io  possessed  not  those  advantages.     Government 
was  thus  reduced  to  the  expectation  of  no  other, 
than  comparative  exertion  from  that  body.     Nay, 
worse:  In  the  debates  two  years  ago,  when  the 
Secretary  of  War  (Mr,  YoiHe)  brought  in  a  bill  for 
raising  an  army  en  masse,  after  he  had  detailed  the 
advantages  of  it  to  Great  Britain,  he  very  intelli- 
gibly observed,  that  it  was  not' thought  expedient 
to  extend  the  plan  to  Ireland.  In  the  levy  en  masse 
in  England,  they  looked  to  the  best  security,  be- 
cause the  people  were  generally  admitted  to  their 
constitutional  rights.   In  Ireland,  where  they  were 
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excluded  from  them  they  saw  danger,.  In  debat-  ^«"5. 
iflg  the  bill  for  promoting  our  military  force  and 
national  defence,  when  a  statement  was  made  of 
the  military  force  then  in  Ireland,  a  circumstance 
was  referred  to,  and  passed  then  without  observa^ 
tion ;  that  certain  corps  of  the  army  were  of  pecu- 
liar utility  to  the  country,  because  there  were  no 
Irish  among  them,  and  on  that  ground  they  reck- 
oned two  or  three  regiments  as  valuable  as  four  or 
five.  Apply  that,  said  Mr,  Fox,  to  England,  or  to 
any  other  country,  that  is  well  governed.  Will  any  • 
body  say,  that  our  military  force  was  strong,  because 
it  consisted  of  foreigners  ?  Or  that  it  was  weak, 
because  it  was  composed  of  Englishmen  ?  He  en- 
larged much  upon  this  ground,^  and  reduced  it  to 
this  syllogism.  Every  man  is  to  be  depended  up- 
on in  proportion,  as  he  is  interested  in  the  constitu- 
tion :  but  Englishmen  are  ^o^t  interested  in  this 
constitution,  therefore  Englishmen  are  most  to  be 
depended  upon.  Applied  to  Ireland,  the  minor 
would  be,  but  Irishmen  are  the  least  interested  in 
the  constitution,  and  the  conclusion 'would  necessa- 
rily be,  therefore,  Irishmen  are  the  least  to  be  de- 
pended upon.  He  th'en  considered  the  arguments 
of  those,  whcT  spoke,  as  if  the  maintenance  of  the 
doctrine  of  the  Church  of  England  were  necessa- 
ry to  sit  in  Parliament,  and  to  enjoy  pl?ice.  The 
Dissenters  differed  from  the  Establishment  in 
doctrines  as  much,  if  not  more,  than  the  Catholics 
did.  Here  tliey  sit  in  Pkrliament,  and  in  Ireland 
they  were  admissible  to  places ;  for  there  was  no  Test 
Act.    In  the  reign  of  Ann,  bills  of  occasional  con-  /  . 
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^  ^sQ^'^  foj  mity  were  passed ;  and  undel*  the  first  manjr 
Dissenters  took  the  satrament,  to  shew  tbfeir  dispo- 
sition in  favour  of  the  Established  Church,  howe- 
ver they  might  not  agrte  with  parts  of  the  liturgy. 
Thus  then  even  taking  the  sacrament  did  not  prove 
a  man  to  be  a  supporter  of  the  Church  of  England. 
Might  not  a  man  take  the  sacrament,  tod  yet  con- 
sider the  liturgy  of  the  Church  of  England,  as  the 
most   consummate    bigotry  ?    According  to  Sir 
William  Scott's  argument,  the  exclusion  of  Catho- 
Tics  from  Parliament,  and  the  existence  of  the  Test 
Acts  were    the  constitutional    support    of    tlie 
Church  of  England,    What  then  was  the  stfite  of 
the  Church  of  England  in  the  reigns  of  Elizi^thi 
of  James  I.   and  Charles    I.  ?     Were  not  these 
princes  heads  of  the  Churcli,  as  effectually  as  his 
present  Majesty  ?  Did  not  Charles  I.  fall  a  martyr 
to  the  Church  of  England  ?  Did  not  the  Book  of 
Homilies  absolutely  condemn  whatever  took  plac6 
at  the  time  of  the  Revolution  of  1688?  Did  not 
Sacheverell,  upon  the  autlK)rity  of  those  Homilies, 
attack  and  stigmatize   that  great  proceeding  as 
impious,  and  utterly  destructive  of  the  Church  of 
England?   Did  not  the  university  of  Oxford  pass 
,  a  decree  in  1683,  against  limiting  the  government, 
describing  it  as  one  of  those  things,  which  lead  to 
Atheism?   To  use  a  homely  plif-ase,   he  warned 
those  not  to  throw  stones,  whose  eyes  were  made 
of  glass.     He  lastly  noticed,  that  Mr,  Percival  had 
iaid  :  that  if  he  were  a  Catholic  in  a  country,  where 
the  Protestant  Church  was  established,  and  he  bad 
the  power,  he  would  exercise  it  to  weaken  that  fs- 
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tablishment.  Mr.  Fox  had  too  good  an  optnion  ^•^^ 
of  him  to  thiok  he  would.  If  every  man  were  to 
coQceive  lumself  at  liberty,  becaufie  he  differed 
from  the  established  religion  aS  a  country,  to  at- 
tempt to  overturn  it,  the  general  tendency  of  &uch 
a  principle  would  be  to  destroy  all  peace  in  the 
world.  He  did  not  believe  any  good  Catholic 
would  so  act.  He  was  sure  no  good  subject,  who 
loved  his  c6untry,  ouglit  so  to  aet. 

At  half  past  four  in  the  mornings  the  ques- nmuoo. 
tion  upon  Mr.  Fox's  original  motion  was  negatived 
by  a  majority  of  212,  there-faaving  been^  on  the  di- 
vision, Ayes^  124,  Noes,  S86* 

*  Conceiving  it  to  1>e  a  matter  of  no  slight'  moment  to  tte 
Irish  aadon,  to  know*  who  ia^e  &t9<Ml.li6ffwafd  in  tbeir  iatecotts 
we  subjoin  the  following  liatt  of  to  poor*  and  Iiifih  commoners 
who  voted  on  the  question ; 

LIST  OF  THE  PEERS 

WHOVOTtD  FOR  GOING    INTO  A  COMMtTTEE  ON   THE    IMStt  1M>lf«r!f 
CATHOLIC   PETlTIOfT. 


Dukes    Norfolk 

Earls 

Lttcan 

Somerset 

Bessboroogh 

Dvtonshive    . 

Viscomits 

Hereford 

Grafton 

Majnard 

St.  Albans 

^  St.  John 

Bedford 

Lords 

Say  and  Sele 

Marquisses  Bockinghaai 

Clifton,  E.  Daroley 

Stafford 

Walpote 

Headfurt 

King 

EafU    Derby 

Montfort 

Siifibik 

Holland 

Carlisle 

Stawell 

Albemarle 

Foley 

Oxford 

Thurlow 
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^J*^      The  force  of  temperate  reason  and  argument  in 


Judge  Fok. 


TankemUe 

Ashburton 

Cowper 

Rawdon,  £.  Moira 

Fitswilliaiii 

GrenTiUe 

Leicester 

Ossory 

Spencer 

Dandas 

Thanet 

Yarborough 

Gniiford 

Cawdor 

Kellie 

Minto 

Glandore 

Buder,  £.  Ormond 

Eglintown 

Carysfort 

Breadalbaoe 

Laudaff 

ClaDricarde 

Clifden 

The  late  hour  preveoted  Lords  £gremoDt»  CarnarvoDi  Stairi 
Hutchinson^  De  Clifford,  and  others  from  voting. 

UST  OF  THE  IRISH  MEMBERS 

IN  THE   BOUSE   OF   COMMONS  WHO   TOTED    IN   THE  MAJORITY 
AGAINST  THE  CATHOLIC   <^E8TI0N. 


Knox,    Hon.   George,  Trinity 

College,  Dublin. 
King,  Hon.  Edward,  Roscom* 

mon  county 


Acheson,  Hon.  A.  Armagh  co 

Archdall,  M.  Fermanagh  co. 

Arcbdall,  Richard,  Dundalk 

Boyle,  Viscount,  Cork  county 

Burroughs,  Sir  W.  Enniskillen    Longfield,  M.  Cork  city 

Bagwell,  J.  Tipperary  county      Leslie,  C.  P.  Monaghao  co< 

Bernard,  Thomas,  King's  co. 

Chinnery,  Sir  B.  Bandon 

Castlereagh,  Vise.  Down  co. 

Cannmg,  Rt.  Hon.  G.  Tralee 

Clements, Leitrim  co. 


DuigenaiH;  P  Armagh  city 
Falkiner,  John  F.  Dublin  co^ 
Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  Louth  co. 
Fostescue,  W.  C.  Louth  co. 


May,  Edward,  Belfast 
MacnaghtenI  £•  A.  Antrim  co. 
Neville,  R.  Wexford  town 
Ormsby,  Charles,  Carlow  tn. 
Pole,     Hon.    W.     Wellesley, 

Queen's  county 
Ram,  Abel,  Wexford  county 
Rochforti  G.  Westmeath  co. 
Sneyd,  Nath.  Cavan  county 


Fetherstone,    Sir  T.  Longford    Savage,^  Franc  is,  Down  county 
county  Sudley,  Vise,  Donegall  county 

Hardman,  Edw.  Drogheda  Shaw,  R.  Dublin  city 
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the  debates  upon  the  Catholic  question  produced  ,}^^' 


Hill^  Sir  6.  Londonderry  eity      Stewart,  Hon.  C.  W.  London- 


HamiltoD,  Sir  C.  Dungannon' 
Hamilton^  Hans,  Dublin  co. 
Jones,  T.  Tyrwhttt,  Athlone 
Jones,  Walter,  Coleraioe  bor. 
Jephson,  Denham,  Mallow 
Keane,  Sir  John,  Youghall  bor. 


derry  county 
Stewart,  Right  Hon.  Sir  John, 

Tyrone  county. 
Stewart,  James,  Tyrone  co. 
Tottenham,  C.  New  Ross 
Vereker,  C,  Limerick  <city 


LIST  OF  THE  IRISH  MEMBERS 

IN  THE   BOUSE  OF   COMlfONS  WHO   VOTSD    IN   THE   MINORITY  FOR 
THE   CATHOLIC   QUESTION. 


BagnelU  W.  Carlow  county 
Burton,  Hon.  F.  Clare  co. 
Butler,  Hon.  J.  Kilkenny  co. 
Butler,  Hon.  C.  Kilkenny  city 
Bligb,  T.  Meath  county 
Caulfield,  Hon.  H  Armagh  co. 
Crosbie,  J.  Kerry  county 
Corry,  Right  Hon.  I.  Newry 
Dillon,  Hon.  A.  Mayo  county 
Fitzgerald,  Rt.  Hon  J.  Ennis 
Fitzgerald,    Right     Hon.    M. 

Kerry  county 
French,  A.  R9scommon  county 
Greene,  Wm.  Dungarvan  boi*. 
Hume,  W.  H.  Wicklow  co. 
Hutchinson,  Hon.  C.  H.  Cork 

city  * 

The  Right'  Hon.  D.  Browne,  Member  for  Mayo,  was  taken 
toddenly  ill,  and  unable  to  attend  the  House. 

U>rd  George  Beresford,  Member  for  Londonderry  County ; 
and  the  Right  Hon.  John  Beresford,  Mediber  for  the  County  of 
Waterford  both  voted,  but  we  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain 
npon  which  side. 


Hawthorne,  C.  S.  Downpatrick 
Latouche,  D.  Carlow  county 
Latouche,  R.  Kildare  county 
Latouche,  P.  Leitrim  county 
Latouche,  J.  Dublin  city 
Lee,  E.  Waterford  county 
Matthew,  Right  Hon.  Viscount 

Tipperary  county 
Martin,  R.  Galway  county 
Newport,  Sir  J.  Waterford  city 
Odell,  W.  Limerick  county 
O'Brien,  Sir  £.  Clare  county 
Ponsonby,  Right  Hon.  W.  B. 

Kilkenny  county 
Ponsonby,  G.  Wicklow  county 
Somerville,  Sir  M.  Meath  co. 
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^IJ^  soj)Owerful  an  efiect  upon  the  public  miad^  even 
in  despite  of  the  great  majority  of  parliamentary 
votes  against  it,  that  the  deputies  returned  to  Ire- 
land, under  tlie  gratifying  convictioiii  that  the 
imvnerical  ttiumph  ef  the  minister  had  rather  for- 
warded, than  retarded  the  progress  of  their  cause 
with  the  emprre  at  large.  The  Parliament  Was  still 
pressed  with  Irish  matter.  The  Marquis  of  Aber- 
com  was  indefatigable  in  his  persecution  of  Judge 
Fox*  His  Lordship's  prWe  ainl  resent^ment  were 
stimulated,  by  the  ferocious  and  blind  sympa- 
thies of  the  interested  tools  of  the  system,  which 
the  integrity  and  firmness  of  the  judge  exposed 
and  punished.  It  is  difficult  to  say,  whether  the 
malice  or  rashnesa  of  tlie  judge'a  persecutors  were 
predominant.  It  was  miitter  of  notoriety,  that 
the  whole  of  Lord  Ab^rcom^s  parliamentary  interest 
had  been  devoted  to  Mr.  Pitt,  en  the  special  cob- 
dition  of  his  being  allowed  the  aid  and  countenance 
of  the  minister  in  crushing  the  upright  judge,  \(f^o 
had  virtuously  dared  to  make  head  against  the  sys- 
tem. As  the  minister  had  artfully  avoided  making 
it  a  government  questioa,  l^e  assumed  no  responsi- 
bility foR  the  irregularities  and  inconsistencies  of 
the  proceeflingsf  up-  to  the  present  time.  The  more ; 
they  were  impartially  considered,  even  by  the  most 
obsequious  tools  of  the  system,  the  more  unconsti- 
tutional in  principle,  and  unwarxantable  in  practice 
did.  they  appear^  Nearly  two  years  had  now, 
elapspd,  since  the  onginal  ground  of  the  alleged 
oflences  had  existed;  aud  after  the  great  variety 
and  rancorous  nature  of  the  proceedings  in  Parlia- 
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tiient  against  the  learned  judge,  without  having  '^o^. 
afforded  him  any  opportunity  of  defence,  or  even 
explanation,  the  Marquis  was  advised  to  abandoa 
his  former  proceedings,  and  recommence  almost 
it  novo. '  He  was  advised,  that  the  regulstr  mode 
of  proceeding  was  to  address  his  Majesty  for  the 
removal  of  the  learned  judge  from  the  bench ; 
and  when  he  moved  such  address  accordingly, 
the  House  resolved  itSdf  into  a  ^Committee,  to 
which  all  the  several  petitions  and  charges  made 
against  him  were  referred.  Lord  Chancellor  Eldon 
warmly  espoused  the  cause  of  the  Marquis,  sup* 
ported  the  proceedings,  and  gave  him  the  friendly 
advice  to  omi  all  the  charges,  which  could  not  l>e 
brought  home  to  the  learned  judge  in  his  judicial 
capacity;  which  was  effected.  As  some  progress 
was  made  under  this  renewed  process,  several  wit* 
nesscs  were  examined  on  behalf  of  the  prosecutor, 
and  much  matter  of  falsehood  and  misrepresenta- 
tion found  its  way  to  the  records  of  that  high 
tribunal,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  learned  judge,  who 
bad  no  opportunity  of  repelling  the  charges,  of 
refuting  the  falsehoods,  or  of  exposing  the  malice 
of  the  prosecution,  it  is  deemed  necessary  to  lay 
before  the  public  a  more  detailed  statement  of  the 
whole  transaction,  for  the  double  purpose  of  illus- 
trating the  system  of  government,  and  vindicating 
the  administration  of  justice  in  Ireland. 

In  the  summer  of  1803,  Mr.  J.  Fox  and  Mr.  J.  utitM^ 
Osborne,  who  were  appointed  to  go  the  North  ^J**^^"*,^;,'^ 
West  circuit,  were  escorted  by  a  military  guard,  ""^J^'^^ 
fron\  Dublin  to  Longford,  the  first  assize  town  on 
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^JJ^  that  circuit  Thus  were  the  fears  of  the  govern- 
ment presented  to  the  view  of  the  people,  in  the 
novel  exhibition  of  the  judges  of  assize  coming  to 
administer  justice  amongst  them,  under  the  pro- 
tection, and  with  the  command  of  the  army. 
Upon  opening  the  commission  at  Longford,  the 
loyalty  and  peaceable  demeanour  of  all  ranks  of 
people  appeared  so  unequivocal  to  the  judges,  that 
they  deemed  it  expedient  to  discontinue  the  mi- 
litary attendance,  which  had  always  in  their 
eyes  borne  an  unconstitutional  appearance,  and 
.  through  the  rest  of  the  circuit,  encrusted  them- 
selves to  the  protection  of  the  yeomanry  under 
command  of  the  sheriffs  of  the  respective  counties. 
Mr.  J,  Fox,  as  senior  judge,  charged  the  grand 
jury  of  Longford,  in  an  address  appropriate  to  the 
awful  circumstances  of  the  times.  Endeavouring 
to  awaken  thdqn  to  a  high  sense  of  the  dangers, 
which  hovered  over  them  from  external  and  in- 
ternal foes,  he  called  upon  the  exertion  of  their 
best  energies.  He  reminded  them  of  the  recent 
honors  of  the  23d  of  July,  and  warned  them  of 
the  dangers  of  the  leaders  of  that  rebeUion  still 
remaining  at  large.  He  strongly  commented  on 
the  nature  and  extent  of  that  insurrection,  and 
on  the  origin  and  motives  of  the  persons  engaged 
in  it.  He  exhorted  them  to  utiion  amongst  them- 
selves: ,to  forget  their  religious  animosities,  by 
.  which  the  country  had  been  so  long  weakened  and 
divided,  and  to  join  in  presenting  a  dutiful  and 
loyal  address  to  the  throne,  praying  his  Majesty  to 
strengthen  the  executive  government  of  the  coun- 
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•tjy  at  4  'crisis  s6  alat-niing  tod  daflgerdus.*  To  J^^^ 
the  like  potpot^l  be  charged  the  griarid  juries  at 
EdDiskiUea  and  ijSkkA,  the  respective  assize  towns 
of  the  counties  of  Fei^managh  and  Donegal.  The 
cireitft.  ended  at  Derry,  whenefe  Mr,  Jl  Fox  retim- 
ed imiriediatdy  to  Dublin ;  ilrhiere  having,  irt  the 
u&uail  inainia  notified  his  return  to  the  govern-^ 
ment^  he  was  received  at  the  Castle,  without  any 
intimation  of  ariy  domplaiUt.  or  dissatisfaction  at 
aiiy;part  of  his  condoct  on  circuit,  Mn  J.  Fox 
attended  his  judicial  functions  in  the  Court  of 
Commoh  Pleas  during  th6  subsequent  terms  (Mi- 
chaelmas^ and  Hillary)  and'  went  the  Connaught 
circuit  at  the  spring  assizes,  unquestionM  and  un- 
blamed^  and  uncowseious  of  any  displeasure  or 
offence  having  be.en  given  to  government,  or  to 
any  individiial,  who  had  come  before  him  on  trial, 
or  otlterwise  in  tCMtt.  it  is  evident,  that  if  the 
teamed  judge's  conduct,  on  the  North  West  cir ' 
cttit,ih .  August  1803,  had  been  blameable,  the 
governnleni  wars  boiinden  to  tiake  imittediate  steps 
in  vinrif(^ati<)n  of  the  public  justice  of  the  country, 
by  censuring  or  punishing  the  misconduct  of  the 

*  Such  was  the  outline  or  substance  of  the*  judge's  charge^ 
whicli'roas  made  the  subject  of  animadi^rsion.and  accusation 
agaidst  tttti,'  at  the' cfistahcie  of  nearly  twelve  nionths.  No  com- 
pklintAvas  eVer  fiei^rd^  df  the  charged  d^elivered  at  Enniskilieii 
and'Ligordk  though  to  the  sam^  purport.  At  LifTord,  Sir  J^fne^l 
Stewart,  the  ForeniJ|n  of  the  Grai^d  Jury  appli^d^  through  Mr, 
J.  Osbiorh,  to  Mr.  J.  Fox  for  a  copy  of  the  charge,  (so  satisfied 
were  they  with  it,)  with  permission  to  print  and  publish  it ;  which 
request  ^fr.  J:  Fox  could 'ni)t  comply  with,  as  he  had  not  reduced  . 
it  to  writing 

VOL.  II.  M  . 
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^^^^  having  been  repeatedly  pressed  by  some  of  his 
Peers  to  bring  forward  the  whole  of  his  charges^ 
he  did  reduce  them  to  nine  in  number :  which  hav- 
ing been  regularly  digested,  were  presented  and 
ordered  to  li^  on  the  table :  and  by  a  farther  order 
of  the  same  date,  a  copy  of  the  nine  charges  was 
directed  to  be  furnished  to  the  Judge  conformably 
with  the  prayer  of  his  petition,  ^'  that  he  might 
*'  learn  with  precision  the  nature  of  the  charges 
^^  against  which  he  was  to  defend  himself/'  No 
analogy  was  observed  to  the  constitutional  delicacy 
of  our  criminal  law,  by  which  the  first  accusation 
IS  privately  made  before  a  Magistrate,  in  order  that 
it  may  afterwards  be  discussed,  and  its  merits  en- 
quired into  with  the  like  huQiane  privacy.  The 
charges  are  never  exposed  to  public  notice,  till  the 
accused  is  called  upon  to  make  his  defence :  thus 
is  every  unfounded  scandal  and  ^  parte  ^ro- 
hrium  prevented  from  being  circulated.  Whereas 
in  this  case  ev^iy  priixciple  of  British  jurisprudence 
was  inverted,  and  the  utpiost  publicity  of  unquali- 
fied crimination  was  poured  put  unsparingly  in  the 
very  commencement  of  the  process:  as  if  a  power 
existed  in  the  land  to  punish  by  anticipated  con- 
viction. On  the  lath. of  July  1804,  Mr.  J,  Fox 
received  an  official  copy  of  the  articles  of  com- 
plaint against  him,  and  he  instantly  returned  to 
Ireland  to  attend  to  his  judicial  duties..  It  once 
more  fell  to  his  lot  to  go  the  North  West  Circuit : 
yet,  however  galling  to  his  feelings  from  what  had 
passed,  he  performed  the  duty  without  cavil  or 
complaint:  which  under  the  peculiar  delicacy  of 
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his  situation  at  that  time,  was  an  unequivocal  proof  J^J^ 
of  his  transcendent  competency  to  answer  the  aw- 
ful fxmction  of  administering  impartial  justice  to 
the  most  profligate  and  corrupt  Every  word  and 
action  upon  the  whole  of  the  circuit  in  the  Summer 
of  1804,  was,  as  might  naturally  be  expected, 
inore  than  critically  watched  by  his  accusers,  and 
their  mercenary  band  of  purveyors  of  judicial  cri- 
mination. 

It  is  of  no  trivial  interest  to  the  public,  to  re-  unconsUtu- 
ilect,  that^  beyond  the  general  principles  and  max- lecutionof 
ims  of  our  constitutional  policy,  it  is  specially  en-o^^t 
acted  by  the  (Irish)  act  of  U.  Geo.  I.  c,  20.  s.  1.,  ^'^^^ 
that  no  person  shallte  prosecuted  for  any  words 
spoken  by  indictment  or  information  in  any  Court 
of  Justice,  unless  information  of  speaking  such 
words  be  given  on  oath  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
where  such  words  shall  have  been  spoken,  within 
one  calendar  month :  or  before  one  of  the  Judges 
of  his  Majesty's  Court  of  chief  place  within  two  ca- 
lendar monthi^,  after  such  words  shall  have  been 
spoken.  The  criminal  words  supposed  to  have 
heen  spoken  by  Mr.  J.  Fox  to  the  Grand  Jury  of 
Longford  on  the  11th  of  August  1803  never  were 
reduced  to  writing  by  any  of  the  persons  produced 
before  the  Committee,  to  give  evidence  to  thenn 
The  Foreman  and  four  others  of  the  Grand  Jury 
have  declared  upon  oath,  that  they  took  no  notes 
in  writing ;  but  swore  only  according  to  their  ge- 
neral recollections  and  impressions ;  and  that,  above 
18  months  after  the  speaking  of  the  words  charged 
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1^03.  to  ht  driminal*.  It  is  also  to  be  remarkedj  tliat 
DO  Gxatid  Juror  of  the  county  of  Longford^  to 
whom  the  charge  was  given,  nor  any  one  of  the 
many  persons,  in  whose  presence  and  hearing  it 
was  delivered^  ever  made  any  com|)laintof  it.  Nei- 
ther did. the  Lord  Lieutenant,  or  Governor  of  that 
county,  or  any  one  acting  under  them,  express  the 
slightest  displeasure  or  disapprobation  of  any  part 
of  that  charge  addressed  to  the  Grand  Jury.  The 
only  complaint  was  made  by  Lord  Abercorn,  who 
was  no  way  interested  in  the  county  of  Long- 
ford f,  and  he  was  not  truly  informed  of  any  one 
material  fact  or  circumstance  of  the  case*  Not 
one  of  the  witnesses  examined  to  this  charge  has 
deposed,  that  a  single  word  escaped  from  the 
Judge,  which  reflected  even  by  implication  on 
Lord  Hardwicke,  o^  any  of  tlie  officers  acting  un- 
der him.  On  the  contrary,  they  have  all  sworn, 
that  the  language  used  by  the  learned  Judge, 
wherever  he  mentioned  or  referred  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  was  highly  respectful,  and  no  attempt 

•  True  it  is,  tha^t  the  words  of  llie  act  of  <5qo.  L  are  confined 
to  indictments  and  information^ :  not  to. parliamentary  impciaqh- 
ments ;  to  which  however  the  case  of  J.  Fox  never  went.  Yet 
sdreiy  upon  every  principle  of  law  and  justice  in  every  species 
of  criminal  prosecution  for  words  spoken  or  written,  the  crimi- 
nal words  should  h^  particularly  stated,  because  otbel-wfse  the 
party  accused  cannot  defend  himself :  and  it  never  cav.be  ad* 
niitted,  tha^t  a  witness  shall  be  allowed  to  attest  his  own  CQnj.c<^' 
tures  or  judgment,  as  to  the  scope  or  tendency  of  words  alleged, 
but  not  proved  to  have  been  tittered. 

f  N.  B.  In  page  12,  the  name  Fermanagh  is  incorrectly  used 
for  Longford. 
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was  made  to  arraign  or  censure  a  single  measure  of  ^1^^ 
bis  Admjiwstratidti.  Thus  Mrl  5,  Fox  stands  clearly 
acquitted  of  this  first  of  the  nine  chat-ges  by  the 
positive,  e\'!dence  of  each  of  the  most  noble  pro- 
secutors oM'n  witnesses. 

i  The  second  of  the  nine  articles  of  contplaint,  second  aro- 
was;  "  that  J.  Fox  at  Ennkkillen  on  the  same  cir-^Jf^rge. 
*^  atit  did  with  a  like  view  and  in  thesamespirit  of 
"  dlsaiFection  to  tlie  Government  endeavour  to  pre- 
**  vail  upotl  J.  H.  Cottingham,  Esq.  to  use  hisinflu- 
"  cnce  with  a  corps  of  yeomany,  of  which  he  was 
"  Captain,  to  address  his  Majesty  for  the  rcmor\'al  of 
"the  Lord  Lieutenant/'  This  Mr.  Cottingham  was 

I  also  a  Lawyer  and  a  Banker.  He  was  brought 
over  to  London  at  the  public  expence,  and  after 
some  private  rehearsafe  of  his  evidence  iri  support 
of  the  charge,  which  had  been  twice  made  and 
laid  on  the  table  of  tlie  House  bf  Lords,  and  had 
made  a  prominent  feature  of  the  most,  noble  Mar- 
quis' philippic  on  the  31st  of  May^l804,  lie  was 
dismissed  without  being  exhi-bited  ^t  the  bar  of  the 
House  of  Lords  ;  and  the  charge  was  silently  with- 
drawn. Thus  was  the  Marquis  of  Abercorn  comi- 
tenanced  and  supported  by  the  leader  of  the  sys- 

;  tern  in  sporting  with  the  character  and  lipnor  of 
oneof  his  Majesty's  Ju(^ges  of  Record,  because  he 
disdained  to  bend  to  power  or  connive  ^t  cqrrup- 
tion.  With  impunity  did  the  M;iirqui$  accuse  him 
of  disaffection  to  his  Sovereign,  and  a  violation  of 
his  oath,  in  the  face  of  the  highest  tribunlal  in  the 
realm ;  he  aggravated  the  accusation  with  all  the 
powers  of  his  eloquence  behind  the  back  of  tiic 
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1805.  accused ;  after  it  had  been  reduced  to  writing,  hU 
Lordship  pledged  the  word  of  a  Peer,  that  be 
would  substantiate  the  charge,  which  he  had  taken 
nearly  twelve  months  to  prepare ;  after  theteflec- 
tion  of  six  more  months,  viz.  on  the  5th  of  Ja- 
nuary 1805,  he  renewed  the  charge,  laid  it  once 
more  on  the  table  of  that  high  tribunal,  and  rei- 
terated his  pledge  for  proving  it  in  its  full  extent 
He  became  conscious  of  having  preferred  an  un- 
founded charge  of  disaffection  against  one  of  his 
Majesty's  Judges,  and  he  was  permitted  to -with- 
draw it,  without  reparation*  for  the  injury  done 
to  the  party  by  the  wide  circulation  of  an  un- 
founded, and  therefore  malicious  accusation. 
3i^w  The  third  head  of  accusation  refers  to  the  im- 

position of  fines,  which  are  stated  by  the  accuser 
to  have  been  "  heavy  and  enormous,  and  to  the 
*^  great  oppression  of  his  Majesty's  loyal  subjects^ 
^*  who  for  public  .  motives,  and  to  support  the 
*'  laws,  had  accepted  the  office  of  Magistrates,  and 
^'  of  those,  who  were  discharging  the  duties  of 
**  Sheriflfs  in  the  several  counties  of  the  said  cir- 
"  cuit."    The  charge  in,  specifying  the  offences 


*  In  the  days  of  Charles  II.  one  of  his  Majesty's  Judges  of 
lieoord  in  England,  was  charged  with  disaffection  by  a  clergyman 
6r  no  dignified  rank.  He  was  first  prosecuted  by  his  Majesty's 
Attorfiey  General  for  the  offence^  and  fined  50001.  by  the  sen- 
tence of  the  Court.  The  Judge  afterwards  brought  his  action^ 
and  recovered  by  Terdict  of  a  Jury  lO^OOOL  damages  for  the  in-^ 
jury  done  to  his  char'acter.  He»  like  Mr.  J.  Fox,  was  an  iode- 
*pendent»  not  a  courtly  Judge*  He  was  one  of  the  four,  who  had 
Signed  an  opinion  against  the  legality  of  ship  money. 


charge. 
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complained  of,  begins  with  setting  forth,  that  the  J^^ 
said  Luke  Fox  did  impose  the  excessive  fine  of 
5001.  on  the  High  SheriiF  of  the  county  of  Fer- 
managh,   and  it  enumerate^  other  fines  to  the 
amount  of  20l :  all  of  which  were  in  July  1804, 
and  in  January  1805,  charged  to  be  heavy  and 
enormous:  but  after  the  private  examination  of 
witnesses,  in  May  1805,  the  ground  of  objection 
to  the  fines  was   altered,    and   then   they  were 
charged  to  be  illegal  and  excessive;  and  the  num- 
ber objected  to  was  reduced  from  20  to  8.     The 
bare  statement  of  the  law  and  facts,  shews  the  ig- 
norance,  falsehood  and  malice,  with  which   this 
head  of  complaint  was  prepared  and   preferred 
against  Mr.  J.  Fox,    The  substraction  of  12  out      » 
of  20  charges  speaks  for  itself.     Mr.  Gerard  Ir- 
vine, the  Sheriff  of  Fermanagh,  failed  in  his  duty 
by  not  ateending  according  to  notice  to  meet  the 
Judges  on  the  verge  of  the  county.     An  oflfence 
particularly  enhanced  by  the  perilous  state  of  the 
times ;  for  which  he  wa^  fined  by  Mr.  J.  Fox,  not 
inSOOL  But  lOOL  ;  as  appears  by  the  records  of 
the  Court  of  Exchequer  in  Ireland,  where  the  fol- 
lowing estreat  is  entered. 

*^  (bounty  of  Fermanagh,    > 

"  At  a  general- assizes  and  general  goal  de- 
livery, held  at  Enniskillen  on  the  18th  day 
of  August  1803. 

"  Gerard  Irvine,  Esq.  High  Sheriff  of  said 
county,  for  hot  meeting  or  attending  the 
Judges  at  the  verge  of  the  said  county  on 
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1805.  their  arrival  there  on  the  commission  day 

of  the  assizes  of  the  said  county  fined 
lOOK" 
This  fine  was  agreeably  to  law  estreated  into  the 
Exchequer  in  November  1803,  and  it  is  morally 
impossible,  that  Mr.  Irvine,  and  all  those,  who 
busied  themselves  about  this  head  of  complaint, 
should  not  have  known,  that  the  fine  \tas  lOOl. 
and  not  5001.  long  before  it  was  so  grossly  and  re- 
peatedly misrepresented  to  the  House  of  Lords. 
Had  Mr.  Irvine  felt  himself  aggrieved  by  the  fine, 
he  had  a  prompt  and  easy  remedy  at  law  before  a 
Jury  of  his  country  both  before  and  after  the  es- 
treat :  for  the  Xvords  of  a  recent  statute  *  axe ;  *^  If 

*  .2]  &  22>Geo.  III.  c.  2(>.  s.  ID.     It  may;  op^tOke  ^ektkr'^s 
eyes  to  thie  nature  and  spirit  of  -the  wbolb  pf  rs^uft^n  o^Mr.  i\ 
Fox,  to  remind  him,  that  by  the  27  Edvsr.  I.,  c.  3.  commonly 
called  the  statute  definihus,  it  is  enacted,  tKat  Justices  of  assize 
shall  enquire,  if  Sheriffs  or  any  others  have  let  out  by  replfeTin 
persons  not  replemble.     That  by  the  23  Hen;  VI,  c.  10.  Jus- 
tices of  assize  are  authorized  to  deti^rmine  of  office  witlkout  spe- 
cial commission  of  and  upon  all  Sheriffs,  Under<Sheri(&,  bailiffs^ 
officers,  and  other  Ministers,  as  to  matters  of  arrest  and  taking 
bail.     That  by  the  10  Car.  I.  (Irish)  Justices  of  the  Peace  shall 
not  admit  any  persons  to  bail  for  offences  not  bailable  ;  that  in 
cases  bailable.  Justices  of  the  Peace  shall^  before  they  admit  a^oy 
persons  to  bail,  take  the  information  of  the  prosecutor,  aiid  re- 
duce the  same  to  writing,  and  thai  they  shall  certify  siich  infor- 
mation to  the  next  general  goal  delivery.     That  Justices  of  the 
Peace  should  in  cas^s  not  bailable,  before  they  shall  commit  a 
prisoner  to  goal  take  the  information  of  the  person  bringing  such 
prisoner  before  (hem,  and  shall  certify  the  same  to  the  next  goal 
deliTery :  that  Justices  of  the  Peace  shall  bind  prosecutors  by 
recoy;Hiaance  or  bond  to  appear  and  prosecute  at  the  next  generaf 
goal  delivery,  and  shall  to  the  same  certify  such  bond  or  recog- 
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"  the  party  ^hall  sh^w  any  sufficient  matter  in  ^«o$. 
*^  law,  e<juity  or  gpod  conscience,  why  he  ouglit 
*'  not  to  be  charged,  and  suf&cieatly  prove  the 
**  same,  the;  Court  niay  discharge  him  accord- 
"  ingly."  .AiBotl)er  part,  of  this  charge,  though 
less  in  quantity^  is  alike  in  quality;  *'  That  at 
'*  LcQngfiprd  on  the  said  circuit,  the  said  Luke 
"  ]fox  did  iippose  a  fine  of  201^  on  John  D'Arcy, 
'*  and  fines  of  51.  each  on  eleven  other  persons^ 
**  (nanaed  in  the  article)  for  not  answering  to 
**  their  namejs,  when  called  in  Court  to  attend  as 
"Jurors,  although  ho  proof  was  produced  or 
"  even  directed  by  the  said  Luke  Eox  to 'Satisfy 
"  him^  that  any  of  the  said  persons  had  been  sum- 
"  moned  to  attend  for  that  purpose."  In  answer 
to  this  part  of  the  charge:  P,  The  record  of  tlic 
Court  agpin  convicts  the  prosecutors  of  false-^ 
hood :  the.  estreat  of  Mr.  D'Arqyfs  fine  is  only  of 
5L:  2°.  It  is  not,  necessary  by  law  to  prove,  that 
the  parties  have  been  s^umnipned.  The  Sheriff 
mwst  be  presumed  to  obey  his  precept  and  not  to 
return  any  for  Jurors,  but  such  as  have  been  sum- 
moned. If  he  fail  in  hisr  duty,  he  is  answerable 
to  the  party.:  3"; (Each  of  these  person^s  had  in 
fact  been  duly  summoned;  as. appeared  by  affida^* 
vits  procured .  by  thp  Clierk;  of  the  Crown^  after 
Judge  Fox  had  received  a  copy  of  the  charges, 

nizance.  "  And  in  case  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  shall  ofiend 
in  2^ny  thing  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act* 
tbat  the  Justices-  of  goal  delivery  shall- for  every  such  offhvce,  sei 
mckfiu  an  ev^itucL  Juseict  qf  the  Peace,  as  tha  ^aM' Justice  s!mlU 

thkJcmestJ*  I 
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The  next  charge  was  of  a  different  nature :  and 
perhaps  more  illustrative  of  some  of  the  grand 
abuses  of  the  system.  "  And  with  the  same  spirit 
**  of  oppression^  the  said  Luke  Fox  did  impose  a 
"  fine  of  2001.  upon  the  Earl  of  Enniskillen  for 
*'  some  alleged  informality  in  his  conduct,  as  a 
"  Magistrate."  These  are  the  facts.  On  Judge 
Fox  entering  the  county  of  Fermanagh,  a  person 
of  the  name  of  Patrick  Breslin  was  returned  to  him 
on  the  calendar  by  the  Sherifl^  as  having  been  com- 
mitted  by  Lord  Enniskillen  to  the  county  goal  on 
the  8th  of  July  1803,  and  ordered  by  the  commit- 
tal to  be  kept  in  a  room  by  himself,  till  further  or- 
ders, and  as  being  then  in  custody  in  the  said 
goal.  Another  person,  by  name  Patt  Maguire, 
was  in  like  manner  returned  on  the  calendar  by  the 
Sheriff,  as  having  also  been  committed  by  the  Earl 
of  Enniskillen  to  the  said  goal,  ou  the  18th  of 
July  180S,  and  as  being  also  then  in  custody  under 
fiuch  committals  Mr.  Johnson,  the  Clerk  of  the 
Crown,  a  diligent  and  intelligent  officer,  as  bis 
duty  was,  entered  from  the'  calendar  these  two 
persons  in  distinct  numbers  on  his  own  and  the 
Judge's  crown  book,  as  having  been  so  committed 
-by  Lord  Enniskillen,  but  without  specifying  any 
^harg^of  detainer.  It  was  the  sworn  duty  of  the 
Judge  under  his  Majesty's  commission  to  deliver 
the  goal  of  that  county,  and  to  enquire  into  the 
causes  of  the  detainers  and  committals  of  thera  by 
J^ord  Enniskillen.  The  committals  were  called  for 
and  produced  :  they  specified  no  offence  whatever. 
The  examinations  or  informations,  on  which  alone 
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committals  onght  to  be  founded,  were  then  called  J^^ 
for  by  the  Judge,  in  order  to  learn  what  the  of- 
fences charged  upon  them  might  be.  The  Clerk 
of  the  Crown  certified,  that  no  information  or  ex- 
amination of  eitlier  of  them  had  been  ever  returned 
into  his  office*  The  Judge  thereupon  ordered  the 
prisoners  to  be  brought  to  the  bar,  in  order  to  en- 
quire of  them,  the  facts,  alleged  against  them. 
The  goaler^then  informed  the  Judge,  that  those 
two  prisoners  had  been  taken  out  of  his  custody 
on  the  I8th  of  August,  (that  is  during  the  as«  - 
sizes)  by  a  military  guard  sent  for  the  purpose. 
The  Judge  felt  this  to  be  a  high  indignity  offered 
to  bis  Majesty's  commission ;  and  enquirea,  if  Lord 
Enniskillen  were  in  town :  on  learning,  that  he 
was  at  his  country  seat,  (Florence  Court)  he  de» 
sired  a  friend  of  his  -Lordship's  to  go  over  to  him 
with  full  instructions  to  relate  the  Avhple  faithfully, 
make  his  compliments,  and  entreat  his  Lordship's 
attendance  in  Court  on  the  next  day,  whiqh  wa^ 
the  last  day  of  the  assizes.  The  Judge  having 
\mtcd  in  Court  to  as  late  an  hour  as  he  could,  for 
the  appearance  of  Lord  Enniskillen :  and  having 
repeatedly  enquired  for  him,  he  found  it  his  duty 
upon  his  Lordship's  non-appearance  to  fine  him  in 
each  of  tliase  numbers  lOOL  On  quitting  th? 
Court,  Mr.  J.  Fox  wrote  an  official  letter  to  Mr. 
Wickham,  stating  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  and  desiring,  that  it  might  be  laid  before  the 
Lord  Lieutenant.  The  letter  was  acknowledged, 
and  the  Judge  assured,  that  it  was  then  lying  be* 
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1805-  fore  his  Exedkiidy  for  his  oonsideratiOQ^.  The 
^^^^^^  latter  part  of  tlm  tlrird  charge  is  pift  so  indefi- 
niteljr  as  to  bafillc  all:  possibHhy  of  ^femoe.  It 
lea^'cs  it  nttexly  imcei-tain,  nrhat  crimiliality  is 
titeaiat  to  br  insinnated,  for  timhing  specific  is  set 
forth.  '^  And  the  said  JLulde  Fok,  xa  like  ni&Mer 
^'  imposed  fines  .of  different  amounts  on  the  Aev. 
**  Mr.  Hawfcslfaw,  of  the  ccrnnty  of  Donegal, 
"  Wra.  Stewart,  Esq.  Provost  of  EnfftisklBcii,  and 

"  Pallas,  Esq.  :and Webster,  Esq.  Jus' 

*'  tic^s  of  the  Peace?  for  the  county  of  Longford, 

^  •  Patt  Maguire  was  never  more  seen  or  heard  of.  But  the  tra- 
gical end  of  the  unfortunate  Patrick  tireslin  is  an  awful  warniug 
to  those  of  the  system,  who  «re  so  little  satisfied  with  the  good 
tnd  established  rales  of  the  common  laMr,  This  prisoner,  thdugh 
no  soldier,  nor  enlisted  as  a  soldier,  was  taken.oot  of  tbe  hands  of 
the  King's  Judge,  out  of  the  King's  prison^  which  that  Judge  was 
commissioned  to  deliver,  and  was  in  the  very  act  of  delivering; 
lie  was  marched  during  the  assizes  to  a  military  prison,  where 
he  was  kept  some  time  under  the  strictest  confinement.  He  was 
afterwards  tried  by  martial  law,  fotsedbciag  or  endeaivouring  to 
seduce  a  sol^iir  tb  desert :  he  was  found  guilty,  and  sentenced 
to  be  hanged.  The  sentence  was  confirmed  by  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, and  the  unfortunate  man  v<ras  ordered  for  executionj 
which  he  attempted  to  prevent  by  cutting  bis  own  throat;  the 
wound  not  p*ioving  ftital,  he  wa»  hurried  faint  and  bleeding  in 
%hat  agony  and  torture  to  the  place  of  execution^  near  t9  ^^^ 
town  of  Enniskillen,  where  h^  was  hanged  by  die  neck,  the 
rope  binding  the  wound  until  he  expired.  In  this  case,  there 
was  no  pretext  for  any  necessity  of  trying  him  by  court  martial, 
because  the  oHence,  of  which  he  was  ch&rged,  was  triable  by  jury 
under  the  27  Geo!  IIL  c.  40.  (Irish)  by  Wi^ich,  seducing  a  sol- 
dier to  desert,  or  aiding  or  assisting  therein,  is  madefeloi^  pu- 
nishable by  death.  But  it  is  no  trivial  part  of  the  system,  to  put 
4lown  the  trial  by  jury,  and  erect  the  standard  Of  military  juris- 
prudence upon  its  ruin*. 


Admmistratiendf^.ffnrh^kkemderMr^Pitt         'l?f 

"  and  several  dther  Magiitmtes  of  different  coun-     ^^^^-^ 
**  ties  on  the  said  circuit.^*     By  inspecting  thg  re^ 
cords  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  it  will  appear, 
tliat  the  four  gentlemen  named  in  that  part  of  the 
charge  were  fined  for  glaring  offences  under  the 
J  0th  of  Charles  I.  and  in  eadi  instance,  the  finis 
was  reasonable  and  moderate.      The   Rev.    Mr. 
Haw-haw  was  fined  501.  for  admittihg  to  bail  two 
persons  charged  positively  with  burning  a  dwel- 
ling-house :  the  parties^bailed  did  not  appear,  and 
they  forfeited  their  recognizances.     It  appeared 
evident,  that  .there  also  was  collusion  between  the 
]\lagistrate  and  the  prisoners,  and  afterwards  be* 
tween   the  prosecutor  and   the    prisoners.      Mr. 
Stavart  was  fined  501.  for  committing  one  Neale 
Ford  to  the  goal  of  Enniskilleli  without  any  charge 
on  oath  having  been  made  against  him,  and  en- 
iarging  him  on  the  eve  of  the  assizes  without  tak- 
ing bail  for  his  appearance  :  Mr.  Pailas  was  fined 
201.  as  well  as  Mr.  IVebster  for  enlarging  without 
bail  a  prisoner  charged   with  a  capital   offence. 
Both  in  the  charge  and  motion  made   by  Lord 
Abercorn  for  JNIr.  Webster  to  attend  to  give  evi- 
(lence  before  the  Lords  his  fine  is  stated  to  be  lOOl. 
whereas  by  the  estreat,  it  appears  only  to  have 
been  201. 

The  fifth' article  of  charge,  which  was  afterwards  pifth 
withdrawn,  refers  to,^  or  ini^ista  upon  no  facts:  Jt^*^^'^** 
proves  nothing  beyond  the  malicious  levity  of  the 
fabricators  of  it.     The  mere  recital,  is  the  refuta- 
tion of  the  charge,  '*  That  with  the  same  spirit  of 
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1805.  'c  oppression,  the  said  Luke  Fox  did  at  Longford 
^'  at  the  same  assizes  maliciously  declare  to  the 
**  then  High  Sheriff,  that  he  was  sorry,  that  the 
"  said  Sheriff  had  not  left  it  iu  his  power  to  fine 
**  him;  although  the  same  Sheriff  in  every  re- 
"  spect  to  the  best  of  his  judgment  and  ability 
'^  discharged  the  duties  oT  office,  and  had  con- 
"  ducted  himself  with  every  possible  respect  and 
"  attention  to  the  said  Luke  Fox." 

The  sixth  article  of  charge  is  in  its  nature  im- 
portant and  vital  to  the  conduct  of  a  judge.  It  is 
maliciously  put  in  these  words:  "  That  the  said 
•*  Luke  Fox,  on  the  said  circuit,  did,  in  violent 
^'  and  abusive  language,  wantonly,  scandalously, 
"  and  unwarrantably  traduce  and  libel  the  cliarac- 
"  ters  of  William  Armstrong,  John  Semple,  Noble 
•'  Weir,  and  others^  all  of  the  county  of  Ferma- 
"  nagh  (being  jurors  sworn  upon  a  petty  jury 
**  at  the  last  summer  assizes^  at  Enniskillen,  in  the 
"  county  of  Fermanagh)  by  declaring  them  not 
'*  worthy  to  be  believed  on  their  oaths,  and  as  un- 
^*  fit  to  act  in  the  capacity  of  jurors  ever  again; 
**  and  by  ordering  the  clerk  of  the  crowii  to  deli- 
"  ver  in  a  list  of  then*  names  to  every  succeding 
"  judge,  as  men  unfit  to  be  jurors,  that  they  might 
**  prevent  their  serving  as  such  in  futqre,*'*  The 
short,  though  important  history  of  this  manceuvre 
and  charge  is  as  follows.  The  gentlemen  of  this  ju- 

*  This  was  the  third  or  last  castigated  edition  of  the  most 
noble  Marquises  charges  preferred  against  J.  Fox.  Mr.  Arm- 
strong's petition  presented  to  the  House  of  Commons  by  Colonel 
Cole  went  much  further  in  charge.    (Vide  Note.  p.  13.) 
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ly,  for  nearly  t^relve  months  after  they  had  been  thus  ."^^ 
marked  and  censured  by  Mr.  J.  Fox,  never  prefer- 
red any  charge  or  complaint.  And  it  appears  by 
the  evidence  (however  costive)  of  Mr.  James  Gal- 
braith,*  before  the  Committee  of  the  Lords,  that 
he,  in  conjunction  with  a  Mr.  Robert  M^ier,  an  at- 
torney in  Dublin  (whose  bastard  son  Noble  Wier 
was  one  of  the  Fermanagh  petty  jurymen)  prepar- 
ed the  petition  of  Mr.  Armstrong  and  the  jury- 
men, that  jvas  presented  to  the  House  of  Lords, 
without  the  privity  or  direction  of  any  of  them. 
It  was  then,  without  a  momentV  delay,  engrossed 
for  signatures.  The  whole  of  that  petty  jury 
signed  it  without  enquiry  or  scruple,  and  dined  to- 
gether at  a  public  house  at  Enniskillen.  The  din- 
ner was  neither  ordered  nor  paid  for  by  any  of 
them.     Mr.  Galbraith  admitted  in  his  evidence, f 

t  This  Mr.  James  Galbraith  had  for  many  years  been  attor- 
ney and  law  agent  to  the  Marquis  ef  Aberconn ;  he  had  long 
been  under  sheriff  to  the  county.  He  is  moreover  a  banker* 
patentee  clerk  of  the  errors  of  the  court  of  exchequer  chamber, 
crown  solicitor  for  the  Noith  West  circuity  and  register  of  the 
diocese  of  Derry.  Mr.  Robert  Wier  is  a  practising  attorney 
at  Dublin  :  and  at  that  time  was  a  defends^nt  in  a  suit  depending 
iu  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  Ireland,  in  which  a  heavy 
▼eFdict,ha4  been  found  against  him  for  money  received  at  di0e- 
reot  times  in  trust  for  the  Plaimiff,  and  a  ipotion  to  set  aside  the 
Terdicl  had  been  lately  refused  by  that  court. 

*  VSThen  this  Mr.  6al()raith  was  questioned  in  the  committee> 
"  how  he  came  to  suffer  an  allegation  to  b»  stated  in  that  peti« 
"  tion,  whicht  according  to  his  own  evidence  given  to  that 
"  HoQ$e«  was  was  absolutely  untrue?"  His  answer  was«  ".  The 
"  petition,  as  to  the  latter  part  of  it,  was  stated  to  him  by  Mr. 
"  Weir/»    (Printed  ^vid.  p.  5a  ) 
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l?t)5...  that  he  summoned  them  all  to  attend  a^  witnesses 
in  London,  to  support  tlie  allegations  of  the  peti- 
tion, and  advanced  them  money  for  their  journey 
and  expences.     ^Ir.  Armstrong  and  the  other  ju- 
lynieil  examined  before  the  comriiittee  positively 
denied  upon  oath,  that  Judge  Fox  did,  as  stated  in 
the  petition,  on  tlie  trial  oi  t'ktcher,  Keys  and 
Sharps  for  the  murder    of  Morris,    charge  very 
strongly  to  find  the  prisoners  guilty y  or  that  ht 
expressed  great  dissatisfaction  when  the  jury  deli- 
vered their  verdict.     On  the  contrary,  when  the 
evidence  had  been  gone  through,  the  judge  summed 
up  with  accuracy  and  precision,  and  then  left  it  to 
the  jury,  observing  to  them,  that  there  was  evi- 
dence sutficient,  if  they  believed  it,  to  find  the 
prisoners  guilty,    noticing  the  different  circuni- 
fitances,  that  applied  particularly  to  each  ;  and  then 
left  the  ease  of  the  prisoners  to  them  in  the  alter- 
native, charging  them,  if  they  believed  the  wit- 
nesses, '  ^to  find  the  prisoners  guilty  ;  but  if  they 
did  not  believe  the  w^itnesses,  to  find  a  verdict  of 
acquittal;     The  jury,   after  a  short  deliberation, 
broughji^iu  a  verdict,  acquitting  all  the  prisoners, 
which  was  received  aiKi  recorded  without  any  ob- 
servation from  the  judge,  and  the  prisoners  were 
discharged.     The  most  virulent  of  the  witnesses 
produced  to, this  charge  have  admitted^  that  the 
prisoners  had^  undec  the  judge*;s. direction,  not  on- 
ly a  feirand  impartial,  but  a  merctftil  trial     Thus 
the  fotil  and  revolting  Charge  made  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  that  a  jud^e'Iiad  usurped  the  power  of 
the  jurors,  aad  strongly  charged  the  jury  to  find 
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the  prisoner  guilty^  has  been  proved  by  the  prose- 
cutor's 9\vii  witnesses  to  have  been  an  audacious 
and  malignant  falsehood.  On  the  day  after  that 
trial,  Mr.  J.  Fox  taking  ih to  consideration,  that 
the  verdict  in  this  case  wa$  contrary  to  strong  ^nd 
pregnapt  evidence,  and  that  the  jury,  even  during 
the  trial  had  manifested  au  lirrjust  bias  by  the 
(juestions,  ^vhich  they  put  to  the  witnesses  from  the 
jury  box,  and  it  appeatrinjg  to  him  a  case,  oh  which 
no  unprejjUdiced  person  in  court  entertained  a» 
doubt  as  to  tjie  guilt  of  two,  at  leas^,  of  the  pri- 
soners, and  from  his  knowledge  of  the  circuit,  he 
thought  it  would  be.  conducive  to  the  ends  of  jus- 
tice, to  mark  the  verdict  by  such  a  censure,  as  he 
had  known  to  have  passed  uJ)on  similar  verdict* 
from  tl^e  most  enlightened  judges,  both  of  his 
own  and  former'  times.  He  did,  therefore,  in*the 
presence  of  the  Grand  Jury,'  take  an  occasion  of 
animadyel-ting  with  severity  on  the  (Conduct  of  the 
petty  jury,  and  concluded  by  directing  the  clerk. 
of  the  crown  to  enter  a  rule  upon  his  crown  book, 
in  the  following  words,  first  stating  the  names  of 
the  jurors : 

**  The  King      ^  THE  above  nam^s  arehand- 
v.  >  ed  by  order  of  the  Hon^ 

Fletcher  and  others.  /  Mr.  J.  Fox,  to  the  differenfe 
going  judges  of  asssize,  with  his. wish,  that  they 
should  never  be  returned  on  any  jury  in  capital 
cases,  in  as  miicih  as  they  found  a  verdict  in  thi^ 
case  against  the  clearest  evidence.**  la  so  acting,, 
the  cond,uct  of  the  learned  judge  could  not  have 
been  more  prudent,  legal  or  coustitutionaL 
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]^^  The  seventh  article  of  complaint  is,  compara- 
tively with  the  others,  of  trifling  import.  It  tends, 
indeed,  to  show,  to  what  lengths  wounded  pride 
and  baffled  corruption  will  go,  when  armed  with 
the  power  and  countenance  of  the  state.  "  That 
"  at  LifFord,  on  the  same  circuit,  the  said  Luke 
"  Fox  did  swear  and  impannel  a  Grand  Jury,  one 
"  day  before  the  day  he  had  appointed  by  public 
"  advertisement  for* that  purpose,  by  means  where- 
'*  of,  many  respectable  gentlemen  of  the  county 
*'  of  Donegall,  who  usually  attended,. and  did  ac- 
*'  cordingly,  with  the  same  notice,  afterwards 
"  come  to  attend,  as  jurors,  were  prevented  from 
"  being  sworn  and  impannelled  on  the  Grand 
*'  Jury-"  The  circumstances,  on  which  this  head 
of  accusation  rests  are.  That  on  Thursday,  the 
25th  of  August,  1803,  the  assizes  commenced  at 
Lifford ;  and  as  soon  as  the  judges  had  opened  the 
commission,  Mr.  J.  Fox  was^informed  by  the  she- 
riff of  the  county,  at  the  head  of  a  very  consider- 
able number  of  gentlemen,  that  there  was  then  a  full 
attendance  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  county,  who 
were  summoned  by  him  to,  attend  as  grand  jurors 
at  that  assize  :  and  that  he  was  commissioned  by 
them  to  request  they  might  heathen  sworn ;  that  the 
business  of  the  assizes  would  be  thereby  much  ex- 
pedited :  and  that  it  would  be  a  great  conveniency 
to  the  gentlemen  of  the  county ;  as  by  so  doing 
the  business  might  be  gone  through,  and  the  court 
discharged  by  Saturday;  otherwise  they  must 
be  detained  till  the  Monday,  which  would 
be,    under  the  existing  circumstances    of  alarm 
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and  danger,  peculiarly  inconvenient     The  judge^   J^^ 
seeing  a  full  attendance  of  such  gentlemen,  as  were 
usually  known  to  have  served  on  G  rand  Juries  in  that 
county,  and  several  of  those  gentlemen  having  re- 
presented to  him,  that  their  attendance  was  required 
in  other  places,  particularly  to  embody  their  corps 
of  yeomanry,  was  disposed  to  comply  with  their 
request     Wishing,  however,  to  give  every  gentle- 
man of  the  county  returned  on  the  sheriff's  pan- 
neL  an  opportunity    of  serving    on  the   Grand 
Jury,  if  he  thought  fit  to  attend,  adjourned  the 
Court,    and    waited    above    two    hours    longer:* 
Being  again  importuned  by  the  gentlemen  present, 
and  assured  by  the  sherif!^  that  there  was  a  suffi- 
cient attendance  of  the  gentlemen  returned  on  his 
pannel,   the  Judge  returned  to  Court,  and  swore 
in  the   Grand  Jury,    This  proceeding  was,   in 
every   respect,   regular  and  legal.      The    Grand 
Jury  was  sworn  on  the  return  day  of  the  precept, 
signed  by  therJudges,  and  directed  to  the  sheriff: 
and  the  swearing  on  Thursday  was  at  the  express 
and  repeated  requests  of  the  sheriff  and  the  gen- 
tlememen  returned  on  his  panneL     It  was  done 
for  the  accommodation  and  for  the  purposes  of 
expediting  the  public  business.     Mr.  James  Gal* 
braith,  Attorney  and  Solicitor  for  the  Crown  wa^ 
returned  on  the  pannel,    attended,   was    sworn, 
and  acted  as  sl  Grand  Juror  at  the  assizes.    What 
laudable  motive  could  have  suggested,  such  an  ac* 
cusation,    couched  in    such    agrravating   terms, 
aga'uist  a^  respectable  judge,  ten  months  after  the 
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\,rY^  circumstances  bad  taken  place,  without:  notice,  and 

behind  his  back  P 
Kifhth  The  eighth  charge  is  specific,  and  it;quires  some 

•f Mr.  Hart,  detail  to  discIose  to  the  uninformed  or  prejudiced 
the  real  facts  of  the  case,  which  will,  at  the  same 
time,  expose,  \n  full .  deformity,  the  barefeccd 
falseliood  and  malignity  of  the  charge:  *^That  at 
^^  the  said  assizes  of  Lifford  the  said  Luke  Fox  did 
^*  contrary  to  every  principle  of  law  and  justice, 
'*"  and  with  great  i^idignity  and  outrage,  ariaigii^ 
'*  prejudge  and  imprison  John  Hart,  Esq.,  aad 
^.  did  also  conduct  himself  towards  the  jury  iuj' 
*^  pannelled  in  the  unwarrantable  apd  unconstitu- 
**  tional  jnanner  represented  in  the  petitian  of  the 
**  said  John  Ktart,  by  confining  the  said  jury 
^*  from  Saturday  evening  until  the  Monday  n^orn* 
*^  ing  foltowing;  declaring,  that  they  niight 
^^  cool  their  consciences  until  that  time*"  Inven- 
tion could  have  hardly  brought  together  so  ma- 
ny fancietl  incidents,  as  in  this  case  actually 
concurred  to  illustrate  the  iniquitous  traffic  of 
Graxul  Jury  presentments  and  road  jobs  *  in 
Ireland. 
Cases  of  ^^  Saturday  the  g7th  of  August  1803,  at  the 
M«nougEi  as&izes  at  Lifford,  one  M'Dowgal  a  substantial  far^ 
'  mer  was  tried  before  Mr.  J.  Fox  \\y  a  jury  of  the 
county  of  Donegal,  of  which  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ro» 
binsoii  was  the  foreman,  for  having;  cheated  the 
county  of  461.  Os.  4d.  which  bad  been  raised  un-» 
dera  presentment  for  repairing  a  roa<f,  of  which 
he  had  been  appointed  overseer  by  the  grand  juiy 

♦  Vid.  Ante  Note,  p.  SP. 
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of  tbe  county.     Bjf'tbaJt  appLomtment  lie  was  to '   ^^^'*^' 
n)£^ke  and:  Impair  tlie  road, .  aiid.  upeoi  pi:adacing  an 
affiijayit  signediby  aju&dce  of  the  peace,  tliat  he. 
had  exp^i>decl  that  3uin:uj>€>n  \%  he  wx)ul(I  have  be- 
cQm^  eatitled  to  receive  it  ftom.  thelreiasurer  of 
the  coiiiBLty.     He  procured  a  Mc.  G.  Keys  a  magis- 
tvate  toput  his  name  toi'  tiie  form  of  an  accpuhtiag 
affidavit,  which  he  had  oot  sworn,  aud  thus  frau- 
duieirtiy  received  tho  monty  without  expeading 
any  part  of  it  upon  the  repairs  of  the  road.    The 
pra^ctice  was  so  frequent  aud  public  \n  that  couuty, 
that  Mr.  M'Dowgal  hardly  thought  of  defending 
himself  .again3t  the  indictaiept,   and  >sra$  foun^ 
guijbty  .without  hesitation  hy  the  jujiy.;    ImiBedi*- 
ately  aft^'r  M'DowgaVs  trial  wa3  finished,  another, 
persQ©  of  niore  easy  cixQUitj^^t^jiqe^  ?k^i\  respectabi- 
lity aauaed  Dobson^  was  put  qtj  hi.^,  trial  for  a  si- 
ffiiiar  pffeuoe:  witb  Ibis  dJ3ifeJe0!€(?^i  tbat  the  s^m 
presented  and  paid   was  451. ;    that  Mr.   Hart, 
(thrpugb  whose  grou«td  tlie  road  tm)  >vas  one  of 
the  three  oyeraeeyst  appointed  by  ^be  grand  juify, 
well  knew,  that  a  .very  trifling  part  of  thj^  money 
had  been  laid  out  on  tlie  road,  and;, that  he  (Mr. 
Hart)  tP  whom  Dpb3P0  was  agent  and  receiver' 
received  the. whole  wm.  of  451.  from  the  tregi^arer, ' 
of  the  county ;  that  Dobsen  procured  Richard  Ir- 
viae,  who  was  one  of.  the  overseers  jointly  with 
Mr.  Hart  Xq  sign  his  naoae  to  the  form  of  an  affi- 
davit, purporting,  ^to  account  for  tlxe  expenditure 
of  451.  in  making  and  repairing- the  road,  as  if  the 
8aid  Richard  Irvine  bad  swoxn.the  same;  and  tbat 
said  Dobson  had  procured  Mr.  Alexander  M'0*l- 
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1805.     loch  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  that  county  to  put 
his  name  to  it,  as  if  it  had  been  duly  sworn  before 
him  by  Irvine ;  and  that  Dobson  did  at  the  Spring 
assizes  at  Liflford  on  the  5  th  of  April  1803,  give 
in  and  deliver  such  false  instrument  to  the  grand 
jury,  affirming  it  to  have  been  sworn,  and  well 
knowing  the  contrary :  by  which  means  the  sum 
of  45L  was  ordered  by  the  grand  jury  to  be  paid, 
as  it  was  paid  to  Mr.  Hart,  one  of  the  overseers 
named  in  the  presentment :  and  the  owner  of  the 
lands,  through  which  the  worst  part  of  the  road 
ran:  that /Mr.  Hart  pocketed  the  whole   of  the 
money,  and  left  the  road  impassable :  for  accord- 
ing to  the  evidence  given  on  oath  by  Mr.  Cham- 
bers a  justice  of  the  peace  and  conservator  of  the 
roads  in  that  district,  wlio  surveyed  the  road  in 
question  within  very  few  months  after  it  was  al- 
leged to  have  been  made,  that  the  work  was  ineiH- 
dently  done,  with  sods  and  a  little  gravel  sprink- 
,  led  over  it;  that  the  road  was  through  a  lowland 

in  a  mountainous  part  of  the  country,  which  was 
the  estate  of  Mr.  Hart :  that  he  enquired  of  the 
•  tenants,  why  the  road  was  not  better  done,  and 
was  answered,  that  they  owed  Mr.  Hart  an  arrear 
*  of  rent,  upwards  of  three  years,  and  that  Dobson, 
Mr.  Hart's  agent,  came  lo  the  lands  and  divided 
the  road  amongst  them,  according  as  every  man 
was  in  debt  to  his  landlord  :  and  that  they  after- 
wards got  receipts  from  Dobson,  as  far  as  the  road 
went:  that  they  were  allowed  by  Dobson  only 
4s.  9d.  a  perch,  and  they  beard  6s.  a  perch  bad 
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been  given  by  the  county.  Mr.  Chambers  further^  J^ 
«wore  at  the  trial,  that  upon  enquiry  of  Mr.  Ir- 
vine, why  he  had  sworn  such  an  affidavit,  he  had 
indignantly  denied,  that  he  had  ever  sworn  it: 
though  admitting,  that  he  had  been  applied  to  by 
Dobson  for  the  purpose,  and  had  said,  that  for  a 
church  full  of  gold  he  would  not  do  such  a  thing. 
That  Dobson  then  applied  to  Irvine  to  sign  his 
name  to  the  paper :  and  that  he  did  so.  He  durst 
not  refuse,  because  he  had  bog  leave  from  Mr. 
Hart,  which  he  might  be  turned  out  of,  if  he  re- 
fused. He  further  swore,  that  the  road  was  then 
(1803)  impassable,  that  he  could  not  ride  over  it, 
that  he  was  forced  to  alight  from  his  horse,  which 
was  bogged  in  the  road,  and  that  the  grass  was 
growing  through  a  part  of  it :  that  he  (Mr.  Cham- 
bers) had  made  a  report,  which  he  delivered  in 
writing  to  the  grand  jury  of  all  those  circumstances 
at  the  Spring  assizes  in  1803.  It  was  also  proved 
at  the  trial  by  Mr.  Alexander  Stewart,  the  foreman 
of  the  grand  jury,  that  Dobson  was  called  before 
the  grand  jury  at  that  assize,  and  the  report  was 
read  to  him :  that  he  at  first  denied  the  charge,  but 
that  he  afterwards  admitted  it,  and  said  it  was  a 
common  practice  in  that  country.  The  grand  jury 
thereupon  came  to  strong  resolutions,  censuring  tlic 
conduct  of  Dobson,  and  applied  to  Mr.  J.  Gal- 
braith*  (pne  of  themselves)  the  Crown  Solicitor, 

*  It  will  be  remembered,  that  this  charge  of  Mr.  Hart  against 
Mr.  J,  Fox  was  the  first  and  only  one  brought  forward  against 
bim  80  late  as  the  Slst  of  May  1804.  It  prominently  carries 
upon  the  face  of  it  the  e.ssential  spirit  of  the  state  persecution  of 


18$.  The  Reign  qf  (^eorg€  IJI. 

1805.  ^  to  prosecute  him.  It  appeared  furtl:^r  in  evidence, 
that  Mr.  Hart  had  .received  the  entire,  sum  of  451. 
80  presented,  soon  after  the  Lent.  aspi?.es  in  1802, 
and  had  allowed  his  tenants,  in  arre^  of  rent,  to 
the  amount ;  and  that  Dqbson  gave  Jtbcm  receipts 
by  his  directions:  That  Mr.  Hart  was  a  grand 
juror  at  the  time  t^he  presei^ticent  vf^  fir^  pas- 
sed :  and  also  when  an  alteration,  was  p;iade  Ify  tbe 
grand  jury  in  tbe  appoiutment  .of  the,  overseers : 
]V^r.  Irvine,  who  though  no  tenant,  was  under  the 
influence  of  Mr.  Hart,  having  been  substitjita^  in 
tlie  lijcu  qf  a..  Mr.  Micheli.  Thai:  Mr.  Hart  m^ 
likewise  agrapd  ju,ror,  when  the  fictUiQUS  acjcq^.P-t- 
^ng  affidavit  \y2^  givea  in  by  Dobspn  hjis  agent  ;n 
1S02.  He  was  aUo  pn  tlie  grand  jujy, .  when,  pob- 
son  at,  tine  Spring  :^ssizqs  in,  li^03,  cftnfcsSied  his 
guilt ;  apd  whien  th^.  pa^dthe  resplu-tion  of  cen- 
sure against  hup :  ai;id  he  ;Wa$  qne  of  the  gmud 
jurors,  who  actually  found  the  bill  of  indictroeot 
against  Dobson,  for  the  fraud  and  cheat^  ^  which 
they  were  so  highly  imdign^nt.  Yet  tWs  very  Mr. 
Hart,  ope  of  tjiipse  indignants,  came  on  the  table 
at  the  next  assizes,  and  putti^ig  off  the  char£^:ter 
of  a  censorious  grand  juror,  an4  ass^uming  th^  qua- 

aa  tiprigbt  and  firm  judge  making  a  yiitiuous  stt^oid  againrt  the 
managers  ai>^  controulers  of  a  country,  in  wjwch  frauij,  yecula- 
tion  and  peijury  were  adniitted  to  be  a  Qpfnmon  piactice,  Mr. 
Hart's  petitions  to  the  Lords  and  Commohs  were  manufactured 
by  Mr,  James  Galbraith,  who  exhibited  himself  at  the  bar  of 
the  House  of  Lords,  as  att0mei/  to  the  prosecutor,  crown  sotkitor, 
grand  juror,  purveyor  qf  evidence,  paymaster  of  witnesses,  drawer 
of  petitions,  and  witness  in  the  cause. 
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lity  of  a  disiPiterested  witness^  swore  against  Dol>     ^^05. 
sdn's  own  confession,  and  against  the  mass  of  evi- 
dence, which  had  induced  bitn  a»d  the  other  grand 
jurors  to   pass  those  damnatory  resolutions,  that 
Mr.  JDobson  teas  a  ^cefy  honest  man  :  and  he  con- 
tiB  ued  to  ertplby  him  as  his  agent  after  the  confes- 
sion of  goflt  as  he  had  done  for  many  years  before* 
Can  It  be  wondered  at  after  this,  that  Mr.  J.  Fox 
should  have  said  from  the  bench,  that  Mr.  Hart 
ought  to  produce  ^  t&itness  to  his  own  character? 
This  8th  charge  presented  by  Loitl  Abercorn  t^ 
thg  Lords  to  be  handed  down  to  posterity  on  their 
jonrnrals  and  records,  is  usherfed  in  by  the  impu- 
dently false  and   malignant  words,  that  the  said 
Luke  Fox  did  contrary  to  eoery  principle  of  law  and 
justice,  &c. :  and  wondetful  to  state,  Mr.    Hart 
himself  is  brought  before  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
Lords,    as   the    principal    witness   to    prove    the 
charge  *• 

The  jury  having  heslrd  the  charge  given  byO's^entof- 
the  jiidge,  retired  to  consider  their  verdict ;  and  the 
judge  proceeded  to  dispose  of  the  remaining  busi* 
iiess  of  tlie  assizes.  After  several  trials  had  been 
gone  through,  a  message  was  delivered  to  the 
judge,  that  the  juiy  had  agreed  in  their  verdict: 
and  being  ordered  into  court,  the  foreman  ten- 
dered  a  verdictj  finding  in  substance  die  traverser 

•  The  Rev.  Mr.  Robinson,  who  was  foreman  of  the  jury,  that 
tried  Dobson,  a  gentleman  of  great  respectability,  unequivocally     . 
declared,  that  if  Mr.  Hart  had  been  then  on  his  trial,  they  would 
hstve  found  him  guilty  of  the  sime  oitcnce  on  the  evidence  givfeA 
<luring  the  trial  of  Dobson. 
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^^*2f-    guilty  of  procuring  a  fie titiouistfccofift/i»j^  affidavit 
The  judge  refused  to  take  this  verdict,  as  not  be- 
ing a  finding  on  the  issue,  which  they  had  to  try^ 
and  again  explained  the  nature  of  the  issue^  upon 
\irhich  the  foreman  said,  that  nine  of  the  jury  were 
.    for  finding  the  traverser  guilty  of  the  offence  ge- 
nerally :  but  that  three  were  against  it,  alleging  as 
a  reason,    that  Dobson  profited  nothing  by  the 
fraud.    The  jury  were  again  sent  back  to  their 
room :  and  the  judge  finished  what  business  re- 
mained :  and  amongst  other  things,  he  passed  sen- 
tence upon  M'Dowgal,  who  had  been  found  guilty 
by  the  same  jury.     When  the  business  drew  near  a 
close,  the  judge  sent  a  message  by  a  bailiff  to  the 
jury,  to  enquire,  whether  they  had  agreed,  or  were 
likely  to  agree  in  th.eir  verdict;  to  which  a  nega- 
tive answer  was  given.     After  some  time  to  alike 
message  a  like  answer  was  returned :  when  by  di- 
rection of  the  judge,  thfe  jury  were  informed,  that 
if  they  were  not  likely  to  agree,  the  court  would 
be  adjourned  until  six  o'clock  on  M onflay  morn- 
ing.    The  jury  having  once  more  sent  a  message  to 
jhe  judge,  that  they  were  luot  likely  to  agree,  after 
having  waited  hijlf  an  hour  longer,  the  court  was 
adjourned  about  eight  o'clock  on   the   Saturday 
evening,  till  six  o'clock  on  the  Monday  morning. 
Within  an  hour  after  the  judge  had  left  the  court, 
a  message  was  sent  from  the  jury  to  signify  to  him, 
-     that  they  had  at  last  agreed  in  a  verdict ;  finding 
the  traverser  guilty;  with  the  intent  of  recommend- 
ing him  to  mercy.    Whilst  the  foreman  was  knock- 
ing at  the  door  to  send  In  the  message,  one  of  the 
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jury  said,  he  never  had  agreed,  and  never  would  ^"^ 
agree  to  that  verdict  * ;  but  the  other  eleven  did 
agree  to  it.  Thereupon  they  went  back  to  their 
room,  and  submitted  from  that  state  of  dissent  to 
be  carried  to  the  verge  of  the  county,  where  they 
were  discharged,  persevering  to  the  last  in  their 
disagreemient.  It  is  to  be  observed,  that  Mr.  Ro- 
binson the  foreman,  and  his  fellow  jurors,  periemp- 
torily  refused  to  sign  a  petition  against  Judge 
lox  \.  He  declared,  that  if  he  signed  any  peti- 
tion at  all,  it  would  be  to  express  his  approbation 
of  Judge  Fox's  conduct.  Thus  was  Mr.  Hart  left 
to  bring  forward  his  own  case  before  the  Lords 
and  Commons  with  the  countenance  and  private 
aid  of  the  British  M/mister,  and  ^ome  of  his  most 
obsequious  tools,  and  the  public  and  unblushing 
exertions  of  the  Marquis  of  Abercorn,  Sir  John 
Stewart,  late  Attorney  General,  and  their  trusty 
and  sympathizing  associate  and  pluralist  James 
Galbraith.     The  entire  of  the  civil  and  criminal 

*  This  was  specifically  sworn  to  in  an  examination  taken  by 
Mr.  James  Galbraith  (who  to  his  other  numerous  characters^  addt 
that  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Donegal,)  of 
John  Stew;art,  Esq.  (one  of  that  jury)  on  the  2d  of  September 
1S03  ;  before  any  accusation  of  Judge  Pox  had  been  thought  of. 
The  original  examination  is  amongst  the  records  of  the  county 
of  Donegal. 

t  This  came  out  upon  the  cross  examination  of  Mr.  James 
Galbraith  before  the  Lords.  He  had  invited  Mr.  Robinson  to 
dkie  with  him  in  Dublin,  offered  him  1001.  for  going  to  London 
to  gi re  evidence  against  Mr.  J.  Fox,  and  urged  his  assurance,  - 
that  he  and  his  fellow  jurors  should  be  liberally  rewarded,  if  they 
^ould^com^  forward  in  support  of  the  prosecution. 
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1805.  business  was  finished  on  tlw  Saturday  with  the  ex- 
ception of  taking  tlie  presentments;  and  all  the 
jurors  and  suitors  arid  other  persons  attending  the 
assizes  were  then  discharged,  except  the  grand 
jury,  and  the  petty  jury  deliberating  on  their  ver- 
dict in  Dobson's  case.  The  sentence,  which  Mr. 
J.  Fox  thought  fit  to  pass  upon  M'Dowg^l  *  was, 

•  Upon  good  and' cogent  reasorts  did  Mr.*  J.  Fox  tfeem  it  ne- 
cessary to  pass  an  exendpkry  sentence  on  this  delinquent  ia  a 
country,  where  Orangeism  held  the  ascendancy^  where  it  had 
been  proved  in  evidence,  that  the  crimes  of  which  M'Dougal 
had  been  found  guiliy  were  a  common  practice,  and  that  Dob- 
son  had  made  the  frequency  and  notoriety  of  4t  his  justificatioa 
and  defence.  Whence  it  happened,  that  thefteqnency  and  im- 
punity of  delinquency  had  introduced  a  species  of  local  morali- 
ty, which  treated  the  most  flagitious  crimes  (perjury,  robbery, 
of  the  public^  and  murder  of  informers,  witnesses,  &c.)  as  ve- 
nial offences,  and  practically  cleared  them  of  shatne  and  remorse 
by  admitting  tfo  perpetrator  into  society,  and  swearing  in  a 
court  of  justice,  and  that  he  was  entitled  to  the  character  of  a 
very  honest  man.  It  may  here  be  instructive  to  some  readers  to 
lay  before  them  the  general  system  of  Jrish  law  of  Grant  Jury 
presentments,  out  of  which  such  an  enormity  of  abuse  has  ema- 
nated. Within  threescore  years  immediately  preceding  the 
union  of  Ireland  with  Great  Britain,  a  code  of  laws  was  enacted 
by  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  introducing  a  sytem  till  then  un- 
known to  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  of  maklug  ziA  re- 
pairing public  roads  and  bridges,  for  the  commtmication  aotl 
conveniency  of  the  inhabitants.  By  these  statutes,  which  are 
numerous,  the  Grand  Juries  at  the  assi2es  are  empowered  to 
present  any  sums  of  money,  limited  in  amount  only  by  the  de 
mands  made  upon  them>  add  by  their  own  direction  to  be  levied 
on  their  respective  counties,  for  the  purpose  of  making  and  re- 
pairing the  roads,  in  the  several  districts  of  such  counties. 

These  presentments,  where  a  new  road  is  to  be  made,  cannot 
by  law  be  passed,  unless  previous  to  the  assiaes^  two  crrfiWe 
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to  ht  imprtswied  one  year ;  to  pay  a  fine  of  lOOl.     ^®^^- 
to  tbe  Kio^,  VitA  to  be.  twice  j^iUoriedr,     This  ^ 

persons  shall  bare  ma<le  stffidarH,  that  they  bod  measured  tha 
new  intended  Ho«  df  lisad  :  tliat  it  wcjold  take  a  apecificied  aarii 
t9  AaWe  ity  aild'«liat  anob  n6f#  Kae  oC  road  wat  sitoated  between 
a  m^keft  t^ii.  and  the  sea;  Soek  aAdavita  are  t^  b»  givetf  i« 
to  the  s^cfdiaty  of  tke  Grand  ijxtj,  ^x  da^a  defore:  the  aasiae4» 
and  1K)  retiiaiiv  tfHenMard^  aoioiig  the-  rticoeds  ^of  the'  cotinty. 
Tbe  Grand' j^ry  may  pate  .these  pvcsentmeots'  is.dieir  discrer- 
tioD.  the  il|o#sy  ad  pntMnrted  fa  levied  en  tbe  occvpiert  of  the 
land,  <)r:the'  t^n^Ma  adtaiiilty<  ccdtivaiibg  the  aarl,  in  additiQil  to' 
their  retois'i^ayabl^  to^th^eir  Undtorda..  Aad^6e  laadlord  cofitri^ 
botes  no  pM  of  this  tax*  ualess  ixnr'attch  Itfad,  as  he  may  actu^- 
all7oectif)y;  whicir  ift  gett^rai  forms  bat  a  smaU!  pavt  af  his  es- 
tate. '  If -lie^  ed^iij^y  m  h»Wt  he'  oontiilmtea  mithiof^  tei  the 
charge  ov  >to^9m^i«t4  ItHhaa>teeodNa  a  tax  opon  occupatlcy 
in  a  cotintryi  'whet^  ih«'r>^ttpiers  of  the  land,!  ftwm  the  dearth 
of  trade  and  ftianofacttrreshce  e^NMlHiely  noffiereas  and  indigent. 
"niepoclr/  who  may  beineAtby  the  labeuf/of  makinf  the  roads^ 
KQstbe',.fi'oin  the  aiett^e  ef'the-systenv,  and  in  fact  are  ft  win 
ntimher^ '  and,  c6iifined  ^to>  the  tenoiita,'  add  depeafdanu  of  those^  ' 
wW  m)f%e  the  Ux;  Th^^e  'are  generally  the  onl^  persooB  efl»>t 
ployed  in  tftos^  vf^iACi^^  *  In  ^ainyipaats  of  IrekMud,.  thr  graad  jn* 
'or,  wtio-  inipotosi  the  ttoi^  necei^vts  the  idoney  fferii  the  county 
treasurer;  ahd  gives  re'cttifMJ^'  t^lua  tenants  (paying  pevhapsv  a 
tack  rent  for  their  laid}  far  tktmoru^.  The  poorihiu  employed, 
are,  in  conseqn^Snce,  couflt^n^uiced  in  idlen«isa«.aad  preitected  iii 
fraud  ;  and  a  d^gcadingrid^pondency  is  created,  debasing  to  the 
«pmt,  and  injurtous  io^he  indastry  of  the  people.  The  amount 
of  this  tftx  has  been  gene^liy  calcuialed  to  exce«d  aix  hondML 
thmisand  (iourfds  a  yfear;  The  pi»esetftment  for  the  opuniy  of  Tip- 
perary  for  the  last  y ear  ( !  8 1 0)h  excefeded  I  oa/KXM. 
.  Every  presentment  conta^s.a  deecripUca  of  the  coadtabe 
ntade  or  repaired ;  the  mm  tcf  be  expeodedj  and  the.  names  of  txiro 
or  more' persons,  who^are^  appointed  by^ihe  gfand  jnry,  to  mk, 
that  the  w6rk  k  fe<rly;  and  properly  done;    Theaa  oreneera  fk^ . 
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^^^  vere  sentence  upon  ji  defaulter  in  matters  of  of- 
fence, to  which  too  rpany  then  in  court  were  far 

M 

io  accoaot  by  affidavit  sworn  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  to  be 
land  before  Uie  grand  jary  at  the  ensjutng  aasises.  Id  order  to 
prevent  aboces,  it  ia  prortdedi  tbat  no  pie«entmeiit  abould  be  va- 
lid^ tinleas  first  read  in  n^n  court,  and  parsed  or  jUaed  by  the 
judge ;  and  tbat  no  drder  for  payment  of  money  by  the  trea- 
surer, should  be  made  without  an  affidavit,  accounting  for  the 
due  expenditure  of  the  money,  and  the  honest  exe^alioo  of  thi 
work,  being  read  in.  open  couft  aadalIowed«  or  passed  by  the 
judge.  The  former  is  what  is  call^.ia  Ireland,  taking  the  pre- 
sentments; and  the  latter,- discharging  the  queries;  because  a 
question  is  put  on  e^ei^  accounting  affidavit,  before  the  judge 
aUows  or  dischai^s  it.  In  eonsequtonce  of  whichi^  in  order  is 
made* for  payment  of  the  moaey  presea^d.  to  ^  overseers. 

This  is  aninvidtbua  aait  vexations  dutypf .the  u|vi$^t  judge, 
who  will  tlwrelbre  gitre  offence  in  ^all  itigEan^es,  wh^re  resort  is 
had  to  the  most  shameful  pfractkes..  to  evade  the  hiw ;  of  which 
some  persons  of  a  beUei^  description,  from  the  facility  givem 
the  frequency  of  the  example,  and  the-  dii^culty  of  detectioo 
have  not  been  found  bimelese.  la  the  nature  of  the  i^steiUt , 
abuses  will  be  committed  in  the  application  of  large  sums  of 
money,  to  be.  accounted  for  in  tbiacMrsory  manner  by  affidaviti^ 
hastily  read  in  court,  in  the  hurry  of  assizes,  and  where  the  judge 
must  be  necessarily  ignorant,  whether  the  affidavits  have  beea 
duly  sworn  by  the  parties.  7'hese  strong  temptaifons  to  per- 
jury have  a  direct  tendency  to  sap  the  fondamental.  principles  of 
•religion,  morality,  and  justice.  Every,  stage  of  a  presentment 
is  marked  by  one,  or  more  affidavits,  which,  swells  the  number  of 
affidavits  at  assizes  in  Ireland  to  a  number  inconceivably  great. 
In4his  state  of  things,  where  thefraudi  xaefrsa  cgtetuw  amd  cnw- 
fttofuh  the  perpetration  not  discountenanced,  the  dif^^ulty  of 
detection  so  great,  as  almost  to  insure  impunity,  it  became  the 
imperions  dnty  of  a  judge »  wiieaever  a  conviction  occurred,  to 
Impose  such  a  punishment,  .as  would  brand  the  ofience  with  legal 
jfiiomioy,  and  deter  others  from  committing  it.    Under  theses 
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familiarized,  created  general  alarm  and  qonsterna-  ^  J^^ 
tioQ  amongst  those  in  particular,  whose  sympa- 
thizing consciences  brought  to  their  recollection 
their  own  guilt  Hard  were  the  reflections  uppn 
Mn  Hart  from  those,  who  bore  in  mind  the 
grounds  of  dissent  in  such  of  the  jurors,  aa  had 
refused  to  find  Dobson  guilty,  because  he  pock- 
etted  nothing  by  the  transaction.  This  was  clear- 
ly bringing  home  to  Mr.  Hart  the  original  and 
primary  offence,  in  which  his  agent  Dobson  was 
palpably  an  instrument  for  his  benefit  Mr.  Hart 
was  a  man  of  powerful  influence  and  connections 
n  the  county :  he  was  an  acquaintance,  and  had 
been  a  client  of  the  judgQ,  whose  virtue  would  not 
permit  him  to  fall  into  suciha  dereliction  of  honor 
and  duty,  as  to  allow  affluence  or  influence  to 
countenance,  screen  or  encourage  abuses,  which 
had  already  become  a  national  reproach. 

Whilst  the  jury  was  deliberating  on  Dobson's 
case,  Mr.  Fox  read  over  his  notes  of  the  evidence^  <Jactof  Mr. 
and  finding,  on  consideration,  that  Mr.  Hart  was 
strongly  implicated  in  the  guilt  of  that  transac- 
tion, and  that  a  well  connected  chain  of  corrobo- 
rating circumstances  strongly  tended  to  bring  the 
real  guilt  and  infamy  of  it  to  his  door,  at  the  sure 
peril  of  ofTipnding  a  set  of  men  in  that  county  (the 
Orange  ascendancy)  whose  number  and  power  it 

circttsiatances,  Ireland  is  highly  ipdebted  to  the  firm  and  vutu* 
008  judge,  who  passed  so  just  and  necesiary  a  acntenoe  upon  so 
notorious  and  ^famous  a  defaulter. 

0  2 
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\KAi  dangerous  to  provoke,  lie  sent  for  Mr.  James 
Galbraith,  the  Crown  Solicitor,  to  his  lodgings,  on 
the  Sunday,  and  gave  him  directions  to  reduce  in- 
to an  information  such  of  the  diiierent  facts,  wbicli 
had  appeared  in  evidence  on  the  trial  of  Dobson, 
as  tended  to  implicate  Mr.  Hart  in  the  guilt  of 
that  transaction^  and  to  haw  the  information  reftdy 
to  be  sworn  at  the  sitting  of  the  Court,  on  the  fdr 
lowing  mofning^.*     Mr.  Galbraith  was    thunder* 
strucken:  started  many  difficulties:  made  a  vast  pa- 
rade of  ignomnce :  ?ittcmpted  many  explanations : 
but  at  last  submitted  (most  reluctantly)  to  the  in- 
exorable commnads  of  the  virtuous  judge.     Early 
on  Monday  morning,  after  the  presentment*  had 
been  taken  in  Court,  the  Judge  gave  directions  to 
have   Mr.  Galbraith  caHed ;    he    had    tupddeiriy 
disappeared  :  but  was  soon  found  and  produced  in 
Court.     The  Judge  desired  hini  from  tlie  heiich  to 
comply  with  the  directions  he  had  given  him  tlK 
day  before*    Oil  which  Mr.  Galbraith  took  Mn 
Chambers,  tlie  principal  witfaess  on  Dobsonis  tiia)^ 
who  had  deposed  the  most  material  circumstainces 
against  Mr.  Hart,   out  of  Court ;  and  after  hav- 
ing settled  the  information  together,  they  returned 
into  Court,  and  Mr.  Chambers  swore  it  before  a, 
.niagistrate  then  pre.5ent.    When  the  information 
had  been  sworn,  the  Judge  add ressed  the  gentlemen 
of  the  Grand  Jury,  stating  the  circutnstancesof  Mr. 
M*Dowgall's  and  Mr.  bobson^s  trials,  and  the  evi- 
dence given  on  the  latter,  which  appeared  strongly 
to  affect  Mr.  Hart.     He  then  Jetailed  the  nature 
a^nd  chx;umstances^  as  they  were  detailed  in  the 
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iaformation  of  his  (Mr.  Hart's)  offence,  and  as  ,^J!^^ 
they  had  appeared  on  the  trial  of  Dobs^n.  He 
concluded  by  directing,  that  the  sheriff  should  take 
Mr.  Hart  into  custody,  in  order  that  he  naight  give 
bail)  to  abide,  his  tdal  at  the  next  assizes  for  that 
offence.  Mr.  Dobson,  who  was  standing  in  Court 
near  the  Judge,  intemperately  and  repeatedly  atr 
tempted  to  interrupt  him.  The  Judge  checked. 
him,  with  an  assurance,  that  when  he  had^done 
what  his  duty  requited  of  him,  he  would  give  Mr. 
Hart  a  patient  hearing,  should  he  have  any  thing 
to  say.  Mr.  Hart  got  upon  the  table,  the  mo- 
ment the  jtidge  had  closed,  and  addressed  him 
with  ttbbecomiflg.  warmth ;  he  was  reminded,  that 
tbe  court  was  no  place  for  such  intemperance^  and 
the  sheriif  was  ordered  to  do  his  duty.  Mr^  Hart 
then  went  from  off  the  table  to  the  side  bar,  whcrev 
traversers  usually  stand,  not  to  the  common  dock^* 
or  felon^s  bar>  as  Mr.  Hart  falsely  asserted  in  his 
petition.  « Thence  he  addressed  tbe  judge  in  inso* 
lent  terms  of  reproach  and  menace,  intimating 
plainly  a  design  to  challenge  him«  He  told  him, 
that  after  his  treatment  of  a  nobleman  of  high 
rank,  he  was  not  surprized  at  his  conduct  towards 

*  Vid.  ante  note,>  p.  J  3.  Accoi^ing  to  the  known  axiom,  those, 
^ho  seek  redress  in  a  court  of  justice  should  enter  if  with  dean 
liands.  Mr.  Hart,  on  the  contrary,  obtrudedi  himself  on  the 
lughest  jaridical  tribunal  ia  the  British  empire,  with  the  wages 
of  guilt  in  his  hands,  and  tbe  words  of  fistlsehood  on  his  lips ; 
bsTing  (unquestionably  for  the  piKposeof  inflaming  the  public 
feeling  against  Mr.  J.  Tox)  in  0|Je  petition  five  several  times  dis- 
tinctly repeated  the  notorious  piHrath,  thlit  by  order  of  the  Judge 
he  was  committed  to  the  cwmkon  fcloiu  dock. 
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^J5^  him  :  that,  as  a  man  of  honour,  he  would  resent 
it:   called  upon  the  Grand  Jury  to  support  his 
cause,  and  emphatically  asserted,  that  he  had  done 
nothing  more^  than  eoery  man  of  them  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  doing :  and  concluded  a  most  impu- 
dent address,  by  introducing  again  the  nobleman 
by  name,  whom  he  had  before  alluded  to,  as  if  for 
the  purpose  of  intimidation.     Mr.  Hart  was  not 
interrupted  in  his  address.    After  it  was  finished, 
the  Judge  repelled  the  insolent  attack  with  firm 
and  dignified  coolness.     Mr.  Hart  then  gave  bail 
and  was  discharged. 
Singular        Immediately  after  Mr.  Hart  had  been  admitted 
MJ!^Hart.''^to  bail,  and  before  he  quitted  the  court,   the  Jury 
enclosed  in  Dobson's  case  were  ordered  into  courts 
and  after  their  names  had  been  called  oVer,  and 
having  been  asked  by  the  officer  of  the  Court, 
whether  they  had  agreed  in  their  verdict?  Mr. 
Robinson,  their  foreman,  answered  in  the  nega- 
tive ;  and  instantly  added,  that  Mr.  Hart  had  pro- 
cured access  to  the  jury  the  day  before,  and  had 
spoken  to  them,  whilst  shut  up,  and  deliberating 
on  the  verdict,  in  words  calculated  to  influence 
their  verdict:  that  he  told  them  Mr.  M'Dowgal 
had  met  with  a  most  severe  sentence,  which  he 
specified,  and  warned  them,  that  if  they  found 
Bobson  guilty  he  would  meet  with  the  iame  fate. 
The  judge  expressed  suitable  indignation  at  this 
outrage  upon  justice,  and  severely  reprimanded 
.Mr.  Hart,  who  did  not  even  attempt  to  repel  the 
charge  thus  publicly  made  upon  him.     Conscious 
of  guilt,  he  shrunk  from  dejiial     His  high  crested 
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insolence  dropped  into  guilty  taciturnity  and  con-  J^^ 
fusion,  when  he  was  charged  in  open  Court,  be- 
fore the  grand  and  petty  jury,  "  with  having  pro- 
*'  cured  a  sum  of  the  pUblic  money  to  be  paid  to 
**  him  (Mr.  Hart)  by  false  and  fraudulent  pre- 
'^  tences :  a  sum  of  money,  which  he  had  pocket- 
'^  ted ;  which  he  had  retained  in  his  possession^ 
"  after  Dobson  had  confessed  the  frauds,  by  which 
"  it  had  been  procured :  which  he  had  in  his 
"  pocket  at  the  time  of  his  uttering  those  woixls 
"  to  the  jury,  whose  privacy  he  had  shamefully 
'^  invaded,  and  who  by  law,  and  under  the  sanc- 
"  tion  of  an  oath,  were  debarred  froip  all  inter- 
"  course,  except  with  the  leave  of  the  court.*' 
Although  the  judge  would  have  beep  warranted 
in  committing  Mtk  Hart  instantly  to  the  felon's 
dock  tor  this  audacious  contempt  of  court,  and  of  ' 
public  justice,  he  merely  (perhaps  too  leniently) 
directed  Mr.  Galbraith  to  institute  a  sec9nd  prose- 
cution against  Mr.  Hart  for  this  second  offence, 
vhich  was  so,  closely  blended  and  interwoven  with 
the  first,  as  to  form  but  one  transaction. 

The  sequel  of  this  grand  contest  between  the  ^^  ^^^ 
chaste  administration  of  justice  and  the  overbearing  "^^^jjljl^*! 
arrogance  of  provincial  corruption,  shews  how  neces-  Grand  ju- 
sary  the  stem  virtue  of  the  judged  was  to  vindicate 

*  If  it  be  allowable  to  compare  little  with  gr^t  \h\nsp,  it  may 
be  truly  said  of  the  Orange  ascendar^,  which  pervaded  Ulster 
ahd  too  many  other  parts  of  the  island ;  that  in  the  progress  of 
their  destructive  career,  they  beheld  cuncta  termrmn  subacta, 
fratcr  atrocem  anisman  Cmtonis.  <'  The  world  subdued,  save  the 
"  inexorably  mind  of  Cato." 
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180J;.  4ii^  honour  and  enforce  the  efBci^acy  of  i^tioQal 
justice.  At  the  next  Wiaes,  Mr.  Hgrt  waa  tried 
for  the  offisnce  of  procuring  acpes$  t0»  and  taoh 
pering  with  the  petty  jury,  with  intent  to  pbstniet 
and  prevent  the  puhUc  justice  of  the  CQUPtiy* 
At  the  trial  the  £ict  was  most  satifaotorily  pfov" 
pd,  and  after  an  able  charge  from  Mr.  Baron 
Smith,  the  jury  retired,  and  after  a  long  delibe- 
ratios,  brought  in  a  finding,  that  Mr.  Hart  vss 
guilty  of  speeding  the  words  laid  in  the  indictment^ 
but  not  with  any  evil  tntentUm.  The  judge  refus- 
ed to  receive  this  finding,  as  being  imperfect  and 
insensible.  The  jury  were  sent  back  to  reconsider 
the  verdict,  and  soon  returned  with  a  verdict,  ac- 
quitting Mr.  Hart  generally :  not  being  able  to  in- 
fer any  improper  intention  from  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Hart,  in  obtruding  on  the  privacy  of  the  jury. 
At  the  same  assizes  (Spring  1804)  a  bill  of  indict- 
ment wa«  sent  up  to  the  Grand  Jury,  charging 
Mr.  Hart  with  having  fraudulently,  and  by  false 
pretencejs,  procured  the  sum  of  ^4^.  to  be  paid  to 
him  by  the  treasurer  of  Donegal  The  bill  was 
«  .  ignored  by  ^he  Donegal  Grand  Jury  !  M  Dobson 
Avas  again  tried  at  the  assizes  and  found  guilty  of 
fraudulently  procuring  the  money  to  be  paid  to 
Mr.  Hart.  Thus,  aft^r  a  hard  fought  contest,  the 
fact  of  fraud  was  at  last  establisl^ed  by  the  verdict 
of  a  jury.  Yet  Mr.  Hart  retains  that  money,  which 
has  been  stamped  by  the  vi^rdict  of  a  jury  of  the 
country,  in  which  he  lives,  to  have  been  the  wages 
of  falsehood,  deception  aud  fr^vid*  S^Qh  ^*as  the 
. .  sulyect  matter  of  that  famous    petition  of  Mr. 
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Hart,  presented  ,to  both  Houses  of  parliatnent,  ^^^1. 
introduced  under  such  high  and  ^nighty  authority , 
as  to  threaten .  destruction  to  the   fortune,  aind, 
what  he  mor^  highly  valued,  the  honour  and  cha- 
racter of  Mr.  Judge.  Fox. 

The  next  article  of  qompkint  was,  ''  That  the  J^3^^ 
*'  said  Luke  Fox,  at  Lifford,  on  the  same  circuit,  ^|^^^^ 
'*  did,  contrary  to  law,  take  upon  himself  to  wi/Zprescnt- 
"  divers  presentments,  that  the  Grand  Jury,  on 
**  their  oaths,  made  for  the  repair  of  roads,  al- 
**  though  the  said  presentments  were,  in  all  res-  , 
''  pects,  agreeable  to  la,w,  alledging,   as  the  only 
"  ground  for  such  conduct,    that   the  name  of 
"  James  Hamilton,  E^q.  was  affixed  as  an  over- 
"  seer  to  said  pr^entments.".    The  proof  of  this 
charge  rested   solely  upon  tfee  evidence  of  Mr. 
Hart,  who  deposed  before  the  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Lords:    ''   that  the  jury  having  been 
"  read  over,  Mr.  J.  Fox  proceeded  to  read  and 
''  pass  Uie  presentments,  in  doing  which  he  seem- 
**  ed  a  good  deal  irritated,  and  particularly  cap- 
'^  tious  with  Lord  Abercorn*s  agent,  Mr.  Hamil- 
''  ton,  a  gentleman  of  very  high  respectability,* 
"  whose  presentments  Mr.  Fox  set  aside  and  nil- 
''  led,  assigning  no  other  reason,   than  tliat  tlie 
''  name  of  James  Hamilton  appeared  endorsed  as 
*'  an  overseer."      Mr.  Hart  was  then  questioned 
by  one  of  the  Lords,  whether  Mr.  J.  J*ox  as- 
signed that  as  his  reason,  or  say,  that  was  his  on- 

♦  He  has  i^cently  been  knighted  for  his  services  by  the  Duk« 
ot  Richmond^  when  on  a  visit  to  Lord  Abe;rcorn. 


«02  The  Tteign  of  George  III 

i_:-!^  ^^  reason  for  nilling  the  presentment,  on  which 
Mr.  Hamilton's  name  appeared  indorsed  as  over- 
seer ?  to  which  he  answered,  **  He  did.  As  soon 
^'  as  he  saw  the  name  of  James  Hamilton,  he 
"  threw  it  aside,  and  said  :  He  shall  be  no  over- 
*'  seer.  And  he  did  so  with  all  the  presentments, 
**  that  bore  the  name  of  James  Hamilton,  as 
*'  overseer,  endorsed  upon  them."  Such  is  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Hart.  The  fact  isV  that  Mr.  J.  Fox 
nilled  only  one  presentment,  that  bore  the  name 
of  James  Hamilton  endorsed  as  an  overseer,  and 
passed  all  the  others,  and  there  were  several,  which 
were  so  endorsed,  as  appears  by  tlie  records  of  the 
county  of  Donegal,  where  several  presentments 
indorsed  with  the  name  of  James  Hamilton  passed 
at  those  assizes,  may  be  seen.  The  other  part  of 
Mr.  Hart's  evidence  was  contradicted  by  every 
other  witness  examined  to  that  point :  yet  it  is 
matter  of  potoriety  in  the  county  of  Donegal, 
that  when  Mr.  J.  Fox  nilled  that  single  present- 
ment, he.gave  distinctly,  in  open  Court,  the  rea- 
sons, why  he  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  nill  it.  And 
they  were  as  follows.  That  presentment  was  in- 
dorsed with  two  names  as  overseers,  viz.  James 
Hamilton  and  James  M'Ganigle.  The  latter  was 
known  to  the  judge  to  be  a  man  ^either  of  pro- 
perty nor  character :  had  been  employed  by  James 
Hamilton  in  the  capacity  of  what  is  called  an 
acting  overseer,  for  several  yeara,  in  and  about  the 
town  of  Strabane,  where  Mr.  James  Hamilton  re- 


•  Vid.  printed  eTidencc,  p.  30, 
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sided  ;  and  particularly  cm  the  great  road  of  com-    ^^^^ 
munication  between  Dublin  and  Deny,   between 
Omagh  and  Strabane,  to  the  repair  of  which,  im- 
mense sums  had  been  granted  by  tlie  grand  jury  of 
the  county  of  Tyrone ;  and  the  road,  which  lay  on 
the  circuit,  as  to  a  considerable  part  of  it,  then  was 
as  it  bad  been  for  years  almost  impassible.     So 
glaring  had  the  misconduct  of  this  M'Ganigle  be- 
come,  that  informations  were  at    length  sworn  ' 
against  hijn  for  thd  most  shameful  frauds  prac- 
tised by  him  in  his  trade  of  overseen     For  some 
time  he  absconded  from  justice.     When  he  reap- 
peared, a  bill  of  indictment  was  prefei^red  against 
him,    though   ignored   by   the  grand  jury.    All 
this  was  fiilly  known  to  Mr,  Judge  Fox,    and 
that   knowledge  imposed    upon   him  the  indis- 
pensible  obligation  of  objecting  to  his  reappearing 
in  his  old  character  of  overseer,  notwithstanding 
the  ignoramus  of  a  Donegal  grand  jury,  over  which 
the  judge  also  knew  how  far  the  influence  of  Mf» 
James  Hamilton  *  and  Mr.  James  Galbraith  ex- 


*  Mr.  (now  Sir)  James  Hamilton,  was  one  of  the  leading  of- 
ficers of  that  numerous  host  of  witnesses,  which  Mr.  Pitt  was 
prevailed  on  bj'the  most  noble  Marquis  of  A^bercorn  to  subsidize 
for  the  confederated  expedition  against  the  fortune,  character 
and  virtue  of  an  upright  judge.  He  was  largely  paid  out  of  the 
public  purse  for  his  attendance,  time  and  expences  to  and  from 
Westminster  and  Strabane,  but  was  not  brought  into  action. 
After  private  examinations  and  rehearsals  he  was  not  approved 
of  by  the  inspecting  officer  in  Eagkmd,  and  was  not  permitted 
to  present  himself  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords.  Not  so  with 
bis  cf^agent  to  the  Marquis,  Mr.  James  Galbraith.  He  went 
ttirwiigh  a  long  examination ,-   and  as  a  part  of  his  evidence 


/ 
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iswf.     tended.     Another  flagrant  circumstance  flashed  in 
^^"^  the  face  of  the  judge.  Mr.  James  Hamilton,  who 

Wrongly  affects  the  system  of  road  Jobbing,  so  neceasary  to  be 
Icnowu  to  those,  wlio  have  a  wish^and  may  acquire  the  power  of 
correcting  the  abuaes  of  Ireland,  it  ib  submitted  to  their  cofiside^ 
ration.  He  prefaced  his  testimony  before  the  Secret  Coinmitieey 
with  an  assurance,  that  he  had  been  for  many  years  a  grand  juror 
for  both  the  counties  of  Donegal  and  Tyrone.  The  records  of 
those  counties  shew,  that  his  name  generally  graced  the  graaJ 
jury  lists  ftom  1799  to  1804.  Sir  James  Hamilton  has  alse  been 
generally  on  the  lists  of  the  grand  jurors  of  those  two  counties 
for  several  years.  Question  from  one  of  the  Lords.  "  What 
"  docs  road  jobbing  mean  ?  A.  I  can  give  very  little  infdrma- 
"  lion  on  thai  subject,  excepting  the  ordinary  conversation  one 
"  hears  in  the  country,  of  which>  if  your  Lordship's  please,  I 
"  will  give  you  the  best  information  in  my  power.  It  is  gcne- 
*'  rally  considered,  in  Ireland/  by  every  gentleman  of  fortune, 
**  that  he  oweis  a  duty  to  the  publicj  to  take  care,  that  the  roads 
"  through  bis  estate,  through  his  neighbourhood  in  his  part  of 
«  the  country,  should  be  taken  care  of,  anti  the  gentlemen  ge- 
^  nerally  attend  the  grand  jury,  for  the  sake  of  taking  part  in 
"  this  great  object,  and  gentlemen,  that  are  peers,  or  of  great 
«<  esttftes,  that  are  not  resident,  are  generally  attended  for  by 
**  ihetr  agents.  It  is  usual,  when  a  preseetmeot  is  |^iesented>  for 
"  money,  to  make  or  repair  any  portion  of  a  road,  for  the  pro« 
"  prietors  of  the  land,  or  his  overseers,  to  make  use  of  the  name 
"  of  another  person,  who  is  employed  either  as  his  agent,  or 
**  deputy  >  some  person,  that  he  has  confidence  in  to  superintend 
*'  the  immediate  execution  of  the  repairs  of  that  road.  It  fre- 
"  quently  happens,  I  believe,  that  the  nobleman,  or  genfleman^ 
"  through  whose  e^itate  a  road  goes,  does  not  pay  much  attention 
'*  to  it,  but  leave  the  execution  of  that  presentment  to  overseers, 
"  whose  duty  it  is  to  supenntend  the  daily  work,  and  the  phrase 
'^  of  rotid  jobbing  is  frequently  'applied  to  individuals,  who  get 
"  themseh  es  into  that  situation. 

*'  When  gentlemen  employ  low  persons  to  see  their  present* 
••  rtents  executed,  these  men  are  sometimes  charged  with  mis- 
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was  the  only  other  overseer  named  withM'Gani-  ^^^* 
gle,  was  also  the  second  overseer  in  the  present- 
ment in  the  case,  in  which  M'Dowgal  had  been 
convicted.  Mr.  J.  Fox  did  therefore  without  re- 
spect to  persons  mil  that  presentment,  on  which 
M'Ganigle  wjas  associated  with  his  old  employer 
James  Hamilton,  as  overseer. 

The  last  article  of  complaint  was  personal,  and  i^astchar^* 
recoiled  back  upon  the  source,  whence  the  whole  by  Lord 
batch  of  accusation  had  drawn  its  vindictive  ori- 
gin. The  torrent  of  crimination  had  in  its  piOr 
gress  been  swellec)  by  the  confluent  streams  of  the 
wounded  sympathies  of  friends,  agents,  abd  de- 
pendents. "  That  the  said  Luke  Fox  at  Lifford, 
"  on  the  same  circuit,  in  open  court,  availin^f 
"  himself  of  his  official  situation,  in  order  to  in» 

*'  executing  them>  the  epithet  of  rood  johhing  is  therefqre  some-^ 
'*  times  applied  to  persons  of  thafcr  description,  and  I  should  sup- 
**  pose  it  ivtts  applied,:  and  not  at  all  improperly  applied  to  Dob^- 
"  K)n>  or  M'Dowgal.  Of  M'Dowgal  I  know  nothing.  -  Of  Dob^ 
"  <on  I  know  more'.  I  had  an  opinion 'stmngly  a^j^ainst  Dobson^ 
"  that  be  was  not  a  person  to  be  trusted  with  the  expenditure  of 
'*  the  pubFic  money ;  and  I  was  anxious  fuv  hin  conviction." 
^&s  any  thing  e?er  more  clrac,  fvlL  gentjiemanly,  candid  or 
satisfactory,  tlian  this  unparalleled  definition  of  road  jobbing  I 
Why  was  Mr.  Dobsonnotto  b«  trusted?  And  why  wa«  Mr.  Hart 
•^trusted  with  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money  ?  Mr.  Dob- 
^Q  did  not  pocket  the  public  money.  Mr.  Hart  did  pocket  it, 
^nd  retains  it  to  this  hour.  Why  was  Mr.  Qalbraith  anxious  tf> 
^Avict  Dobson  for  having  procured  money  to  be  paid  by  fraud 
^  Mr.  Hart  ?  And  why  was  he  anxious^  that  l^s  much  esteemed 
^  most  highly  vataed  friend  should  not  even  be  tried  forihit 
fraud  >  w^  Dobsdn  not  to  be  trusted,  only  because  he  coa-^ 
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jgo5>  "  dulge  private  malice,  and  with  a  vicvr  to  bring 
^'  into  hatred  and  contempt,  the  character  and 
"  conduct  of  John  James  Marquis  of  Abercom 
•*  pnUicIy,  and  in  the  absence  of  the  said  Alarquis, 
,  ^*  did  maliciously  impute  to  the  said  Marquis,  the 
'*  having  abandoned  bis  duty  as  one  of  the  gover< 
•*  nors  of  the  said  county  of  Donegal,  and  having 
"  sacri6ced  the  interest  of  that  county  to  the  in- 
^^  dulgeuce  of  private  solitude,  and  sullen  retiring : 
^  he  the  said  Luke  Fox  afterwards  acknowledging, 
^^  and  declaring,  that  his  motive  for  so  doing, 
**  was  to  annoy  and  vex  the  said  Marquis  of 
**  Abcrcorn/' 

The  language,   iii  which  this  charge  is  framed, 

the  colouring  given  to  it,  the  epithets  pressed  into 

the  text  bespeak  the  labour  of  those,  who  prepared 

to  set  up  in  the  House  of  Lords,  this  mysterious 

climax  of  oificialaudacity  and  judicial  delinquency. 

^  The  difficulty  put  upon  the  party  accused  iu  this 

acrimonious  charge  of  kigk  crime  and  mi^demea- 

/  nonr^    i*  the  same,    as  pervades    all    the   other 

charges ;  tlut  is,   the  generality^  vagueness  and 

uncertainty  of  the  accusation  ;  leaving  the  person 

.   >accused,  as  in  other  instances,  to  guess  at  the 

matter,  circumstances  and  grounds  of  the  charge. 

The  occurrences,  upon  which  this  charge  seems  to 

have  l)een  raised  are  in  themselves  simple,  strong 

and  pregnant  witli  illustration  of  the  corrupt  and 

overbearing  system  of  the   Orange  ascendamyi 

especially  in  Ulster.  ' 

monpy  un*      In  the  coursc  of  passing  the  presentments  for 

Army«,f    thc  couuty  of  Doncgal  on  the  gfith  of  August 
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1803^  a  presentment  was  tendered  to  Mf .  J.  Fox,  JfJ^^ 
and  riead  in  open  court,  having  been  previ- 
ously passed  by  the  gand  jury  for  the  sum  of 
19901.  12s.  3d.  to  be  levied  off  that  county,  in 
order  to  repay  government  that  sum  advanced  for 
bounties  in  recruiting  350  men^  the  quota  for  that 
county  apportioned  by  the  Army  of  Reserve  Act*, 

*  By  the  43  Geo.  III.  c.  85.  entitled  '*  An  Actio  enable  hi$ 
**  Majesty  more  eifectually  to  raise  and  assemble  in  Ireland  an 
**  additional  military  force,  for  the  better  security  and  defence 
''  of  the  United  Kingdom^  and  for  the  vigorous  prosecution  of 
"  the  war,^  it  was  enacted,  that  his  Majesty's  governors  and 
deputy  governors  of  counties  and  places  in  Ireland|  constituted 
and  appointed  by  virtue,  or  acting  in  the  execution  of  the  several 
acts  of  parliament  relating  to  the  militia  of  Ireland,  for  the  coun- 
ties,  citie^  towns,  and  places  therein  after  mentioned,  should 
respectively  have  full  power  and  authority,  and  thiey  are  thereby 
authorized,  empowered,  and  required  to  call  together,  levy  and 
enrol  such  person?,  and  in  such  manner,  as  therein  after  di- 
rected ;  and  to  do  all  acts,  matters  and  things  necessary  for  c;ir- 
i^ying  that  act  into  execution. 

By  the  second  section  of  the.  act,  the  number  of  private 
men  to  be  raised  in  Ireland,  by  vhrtoe  of  the  act  was  ter^lhoun 
sand  ;  and  of  these,  three  hundred  and  fifty  were  to  be  raised  by 
the  county  of  Donegal,  by  the  governors  and  deputy  governors 
of  that  county.  At  the  time  the  act  received  the  royal  assent. 
every  degree  of  vigour  and  exertion  >vas  deemed  necessary  to 
put  the  United  Kingdom  as  speedily  as  possible  in  an  adequate 
state  of  defence  against  foreign  and  domestic  enemies.  Accord- 
ingly by  the  sixth  section,  it  was  enacted,  that  a  general  meet- 
ipg  of  the  governors  and  deputy  governors,  or  of  three  deputy 
governonft  at  the  le;ast,  should  be  holden  in  each  county  in  Ireland 
within  ten  days  after  passing  the  said  act,  or  as  soon  after  as 
ttiight  be.  In  the  county  of  Donegal,  the  first  general  meeting  of 
the  governors  and  deputy  governors  was  holden  only  on  the  28th 
<^  July  180$,  at  which  the  Marqui^  of  Abercorn  presided  ^.s 
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1805.     which  received  the  rwa!  assent  on  the   11th  of 

ooe  of  the-  govecnor^  of  the  couAty.  By  ib«  dct  two  modes  of 
raising  the  men  were  provided  at  the  option  of  the  govemora  ^ 
and  deputy  governors,  who  were  anthorized  to  levy  the  men  by 
ballot,  in  the  several  subdivisions,  which  was  obviously,  aiid  at 
fim  view,  the  most.efiectual  motit  of  carrying  ihe  attt  ^iiito  exe- 
CQtioii.  But  in  such  places,  where  it  might  be  desirable  U) 
avoid  the  inconvenience  of  ballotting,  without  incurriug  either 
delay  or  risk  in  raiding  the  meii,  it  wa«  enaqteti  by.  the^  JSth 
section,  tbat  if  at  the  first  general  meeting  of  the  governors  or 
deputy  goveruors  of  any  county  jn,  Ireland,  to  be  hojden,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  saict  act,  five  of  the  said  govet nors  or  deputy  g<>" 
vernors,  assembled  at  such  general  meeting,- and  fornaing  tlic 
majority  thereof  should  b^  of  opinion »  that  the  uumber  of  men 
reguired  foir  any  county  c«uld  not  be  conveniently  and  fxp^di- 
tiously  raised  under  the  foregoing  provisions  pf  the  act,  aad  that 
such  men  mijght  be  more  conveniently  and  expeditiously,  raided, 
as  recruits  are  raised  ;  and,  that  in  that  case  they  might  reduce 
their  opinion  to  writing,  and  signifv  such  opinion  in  writiogf 
«gned  with  their  names  to  the  Lorci  tieu tenant  for  hjs  appro- 
bation y  and  in  case  the  Lord  Lieutenaptv  shpu\d  apprpve  there- 
of, he  was  authorized  to  direct  such  gove;'nors,^  &c.  .&.c.  to 
proceed  to  raise  and  enrol,  witkou^  delay,  by  beat  of  d^Mr  ^^ 
otherwi^,  a.  certain  number  of  volunteess,.  not  exceeding  the 
nunilJer  required  by  the  act  for  the  said  county.  In  the  county 
of  Donegal,  the  latter  mode  of  raising  the  meg  reqiuifed  was  re- 
sorted to  ;  and  accordingly,  at  the  first  general  meeting  holden  on 
the  20th  day  of  July,  the  following  resolution  was  passed  by 
the  governors  and  deputy  governors  then  present. 

**  Resolved.  That  it  appears  to  us,  that  the  most  expeditious 
"  luethod  of  raising  three  hundred  and  fifty  men,  the  quota  for 
*<  this  county,  is  by  general  recruiting  on  bounty,  to  be  advanced 
**  by  government,  and  repaid  byfce^  on  the  county  at  large,  at 
••  the  next  assizes. 

Signed  by 

•^  ABERCORN.  \^       _^. 

"  SAMUEL  HAYES.  J^^^ernors. 

Arid  Deputy  Governors,  kc. 
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Jwlyj  1803.  Under"  tl>e  .pfoviskMM  of  that  act;  ^«^ 
and  tlie  different  <5ircuri>stahccs,  which  attended  the 
€K€CHtion  of  it  in  the  county  lof  Donegal,  it  bo- 
caii^tl>e> fluty  of  Lord  Abercom  to  hoM  the  firit 
nieetiQg  yk^ithm  ten.daya(viz.  on  the.eifitof  Jwlyjj 
whereas  he  fl^ay^  it  W)  the  fllSthj  thus  ateokt 
doubling  the  utpioat  pctml  of  tim*  aJloi^ed  by  tli€ 
act,  when  the  delays;  .even  of  hours  might  he 
pregnant  with  di^aistfjn  /It  foec^rtie  moreover/in* 
cunabeiit  «pon  Ws  Lordship,  as  a  govertibt  of  the 
county,  liayin®  elected  to  ^'raise  ihfe.  iton  by-ifCK 
cruit*Hig;yan^lnotby.ballot^i  to  proceed  to  raise  tile 
wen,  wiuch-  wfis  the  iiaitn«dktc  and  prcssdmg  pbr* 

I      This  resolution  thus  signed  was  transmitted  to  the  Lovd  Lieia^ 
'   tenant,  who  s^ppio?ed  thereof;  and  orclered  and  directed^  pur-       * 
'    Juant  to  ihfe   act,  the  governors  to  proceed  without  delay  to 
riise  tke   said    nvmbei'  of  volunteers,  bj^   this  mbd^,  • '^hicli 
yf^i  90  ^gnf]sed»  Vy.  the.  gonf ernors;  as  the  niott  c^pedilidtA)  Anode 
of  levy,  txy  the  said  resol^itions  algned  by  them.     At  U>e  QAXt 
general  nveetin^,  held,  on  the  4th  day  of  August,  I80d|^  at  Li^^^ 
'  Lord  Abercom"  alone  pi^sided  as.  governor,  Sir  Samuel  ^aves 
having,  through  ill  health,  been  dnd^r'lhe  necessity  of  absent-  * 

Mg  himse^lfi    Th^  Lctd  Ueuteb^ni^^  ipprbtraiion  to  the  itrOde  faf 
"kinng  th«  m^n  by  rocrtiting  it  bounty,,  iwas"  i^eti^iv^  I   k^d 
that  mode  was  adopted  fornife^ll|y^  and  entered  ^mpngs^.t^eir  pro- 
ceedings by  the  proper  oflSc^r,  and  then  the  meeting  adjojarfiejl. 
,    Thenceforth  it  became  incumbent  on  the  governors  and  their  dc- 
'    putles  to  proceed  withoui  defay  to  ra^sfe  the  m6n ;  Which  wds  the 
object  of  all  thi3  prcflfMiitiOn,  itgre^a&lfe  t<>  the'}eiier,  a^  well'ks 
I    to  the  spirit,  of  the  act.    By  asction  i9>  of  the  art,  the  Mty  tSy 
I    ballot  was  to  be  suspehded  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  the  ^un-     , 
ties,  where  th^  governors  -  should  have  signified  under  their 
handi^  that  th^y  could  raise  the' men  more  expeditiously  by  re- 
c»aiti«g.    Tkis  sAspenston  w^s  procured. 

vol:  ir.         '  jf 
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,J^^  vie\«  of  the  act : .  whereis,  from  tlie  tinie  the  Lorf 
Lieutenant  had,  according  to  the  act,  signed  bis 
consent  to  suspend  the  ballot,  in  order  td  facilitate 
the  recruiting,  which  was  the  mode  adopted  for 
.raising  the  quota  of  350  men  by  the  County  of 
Donegal,  up  to  the  29th  of  August  180S,  not  a 
single  man  had  been  raised;  and  yet  (incredible)  a 
presentment  was  tendered  on  that  day  by  the 
grand  jury  to  the  judge,  for  \\\%  Jiat^  for  levying 
near  .£2000  upon  the  occupiers  of  Jands  in  tk 
county  of  Donegal,    under  the  pretence  of  paying 
the  government  the   money,   not  one  shilling  of 
wiiich  had  been  advanced  for  the  purposes  of  the 
^ct.     Not  a  single  man  had  then  been  recruited. 
The  law  required,  that  the  men  shoulct  be  first 
raised,  and  that  the  grand  jury  should  be  furnish- 
ed with  lists  duly  authenticated  by  government,  of 
the  men  so  raised,  and  the  bounties  paid  by  them 
out  of  the  public  money  for  that  purpose.     Had 
'Mr.  J.  Fox,   on  that  occasion,  betrayed  his  trust, 
violated  his  oath,  and  injured  his  sovereign  and  his 
c^uptry,  by  putting  his  j^a/  to  such  a  fraudulent 
•  presentment,'  he  would  have  become,  (for  the  first 
-time  in  his  life)  a  scandal  and  a  reproach  tea 
court  of  justice.     The  pitiful  malignity  of  charg- 
ing the  judge  with  boasting  of  the  personal  mo- 
tive of  annoying  the  state  delinquent,  is  too  con- 
temptible to  animadvert  up6n.  ^ 
^nerai         Such  was  the  mass  of  false,  rancorous  and  ma- 
^S^ceof   %oant  accusation,  for  which  Lord  Abercorn  and 
thecharges.  his  crcaturcs  were  for  two  years  furnished  with  the 
countenance  and  purse  of  government,  in  order 
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to  suptpQrt  Xht  Orange  ascendancy  in  Ireland  over  ^^^^ 
the  rights,  welfare,  and  justice  of  that  country. 

With  all  Mr.  Pitt's  partiality  for  that  nobleman,  Fonh^r 
he  never  dur^t  make  it  a  government  question :  for^"^^^! 
even  Lord  Auckland  opposed  this  latter  mode  of  ^^"f^ 
proceeding.     ]!t  ought,  said  his  l.ordship,  to  have 
originated  in  the  Hoi^^e  of  Commons  or  in\  an  in- 
ferior court.     If  they  did  any  thing  in  the  present 
mode  of  carrying  on  the  business^  they  would  pro- 
bably be  reduced  to  the  erribarrassing  circumstance 
of  pronouncing  a  verdict  on  a  man,  whom  they 
might  afterwards  have  to  try,  in  case  of  his  im- 
peachment by  the  Commons,  or  appealing  from 
the  judgment  of  an  inferior  court*     No  rational 
hope  could, be  entertained,  that  the  charges  would 
be  fairly  gone  through  during  the  short  r.emainder 
of  that  session.     The  Chancellor  supported  the 
proceedings,  and  recommended  to  Lord  Abercorn 
to  omit  all    the    charges,    which   could  not  be 
brought  home  to  the  learned  judge  in  his  judicial 
capacity  ;  which  being  done,  they  were  referred  to 
the  committee.     In  the  Commons^  Sir  John  New-* 
port  loudly  complained  of  ministers  holding  back 
th^  papers  be  bad  long  called  for  relative  to  the 
expencesof  criminal  prosecutions  in  Ireland^  which 
he  observed  by  a  jjross  charge  to  have  exceeded 
110,0001.  for  the  last  four  years :  and  finding,  that 
by  the' Pension  Act,,  the  secret  servjce.pioney  was 
restricted  to  50001.  per  annnm^  lie  moved  for  an 
account  of  that  money*     There  was  a  general  antl  - 
too  well  grounded  belief,  that  for  some  years  back 
enormous  sums  had  been,  expradcd  under  that 

1^  2  * 
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tso5.    Ijead.    The  motion  was  opposed  1^  Mr.  Vansit- 

tart,  awl  conseqivcirtly  negatived. 

Ac(««rp«r.     Of  all  tliefini+iamentaTy  manoeuvres  of  tliatses- 

toucWng    Bwn  touching  Irelaiid  "•,  the  tvro  acts,  much  were 

iSulIi^  passed  to  affect  t-he  legal  proceedings  against  the 

Johnson.     ^^^^^  jndges  Fox  arnd  Jolinson,  demand  the  mo^ 

serious  observation.    l.ord  Ahercorn  had  priced- 

.  ed  to  examine  sc%'eral  of  his  most  materiiil  \vit- 

-nesses  before  the  committee,  when  finding  it  im- 

•  'Some  acts,  »  hich  did  not  Bfifect  Ireland  passed  tim  ficssi^n, 
which  gavie.greatdissatisfaccioD  to  the  public.  The  acl;«  which 
granted  an  annuity  equal  to  one- fourth  of  the  duties  of  the  Ult 
of  Man  to  the  Duke'of  Alhol  and  his  heirs  general  of  the  7th 
Earl  of  Derby,  after  the  rights  of-  thiat  family  had  been  deKbe- 
rately  purchased  and  finally  settled  hy  governorent  iiyUie  5th  of 
the  Kmg,  wan  considered  4o  he  a  rank  ministerial  job :  and  Bome 
very  stroug  protests  were  entered  against  it  by  the  Ouke  of  Nor- 
folk, MarqUis  of  Buckingham,  Lords.  Radnor^  and  Carysibrt. 
Lord  Ellenborough  called  it  importunate  metidicamy.  Ixeneral 
disgust  and  mdfgnatioii  followed  the  decision  of  the  House  cf 
Cmnm(yas<in':th»:25rh  pf  June  ,\^5^  whick  wsi&^the  fostpanlia- 
jnentary  discussioBj  in  which  Mr.  PUt  took  a  pact.  -Chagriiked 
and  humbled  as  he  was  at  the  vote  of  the  Commons. afTectiog  bis 
friend  Lord  Melville,  h«  artfully  proposed  to  substitute  the  mode 
of  proceeding  against  him  by  impeachment,  for  that  which  ha4 
before  been  determined  upon,  of  crtmiiial 'in%>i'matioi\  by  the 
Atlornev^i^encTai  Mr.iFoK,  Mr.  Whitbread,  and  others  of  th^ 
tide  of  the  fiouae' were -for  th^  latter  mode  :  eoihdiog  more  in  the 
f  erdict  even  of  a  ,packed  jury,  than  in  the  honor  of  the  House  o( 
Peer*, 'bne- naif  of  whom  had  either  been  created  or  promoted 
by  Mr.  TOHMn^he  decision  of  sltdh  a  qc(est?i)n.  The  tninister 
previilttd  inthe-GommoQ^onlhlid  que^ion  by  a  nvajorlty  of  23  c 
tbf||li?i6ioB  boiqg  lOOforimpeachp^ept,  and  143-for  criiaiDal  in- 
formation. WJjen.the  ,SpeaI(er  gav^  the  casting  vote  against 
Lord  Melville  in. the  Commons,  there  wer«  432  members  in  tb« 
Hottse^  on  this  ocoasioa  only  ^9. 
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practicable  to  get  through  the  whole  of  the  evi-  J^^ 
dence  before  the  end  of  the  session,  he  procured 
the  act  to  pass,  which  enacted,  that  the  proceed- 
ings shoul<jl  not  he  discontinued  by  any  pjoroga-  * 
tion  or  dissolution  of  Pa^rliament,  The  other  act 
passed  to  meet  the  case  of  Judge  Johnson,  though 
he  be  i^  meutioned  ia  it,  is  still  more  extraor- 
dinary. That  learned  j.uxlge,  after  having  been 
foiled  in  all  his  pwceedings  ia  the  law  courts,  pi'e* 
seated  a  petition  to  the  Howse  of  Lords  (on  which 
he  was  heard  by  cauusel  at;  their  bar),  against  cer- 
tain clauses  qf  the  bill  then  pending,  (namely^  the 
44th  of  Geo..  HL).  which  wenit  to  affect  his  case  in 
thenatiurife  of  an  eiJ  post  facto  law;  praying,^  that 
he  might  not  ^)e  prejudiced  -  by  a  law>  which  was 
not  in  e^^isteuce  at  the  tifine  of  tl^e  alleged  offence.  ^ 
The  legislature  however  oh  the  lOth  of  July  (about 
lO  njontlis  before  the,  alleged  commission  of  the 
offence  and  four  moqths  before  be  wa«- tried  ion  it 
at  Weshniosier)  pas&cd  ar\  act  for  amending  the. 
tW9  before  mentioned  acts  of  the  l%h  and  44th 
of  Geo.  lU.  by  which  they  admitted  persons  ap- 
prehended cwt  of  the  jurisdictiQu^  in.  which  they 
were  eha^g^d  with  having  offended,  to  bail  in  all 
fie  ca^es;  coo^pelled  .witnesses  to  answer 
e«a«  to,  appear,  and  give  evidence  as  well 
froi^  witbQut  a&  withujL  the*  jurisdiction  of  the 
writ;  ajid  lastly  required,  that  no  such  warrant 
slH>uld  b^  ac^ed  apoa,  until  the  seal  siig^et  or  sig- 
nature of  the  court,  judgp,^  or  justice  iaauidjg  the. *. 
ofigjft^^l  yi^imrkK  shQuld  ha)i^  beea  swom.  to^  These 
wci^  thi^^fe  0^  tlv?  ixi^ift"  ^y^PtJR^^  to  Uiip  2if:t  qS\  th?. 
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^J*^   4itl)  of  Geo.  III.  under  which  judge  Johnson  was 
so  severely  treated.     And  as  if  to  prove  beyond 
cavil  the  special  and  exclusive  purpose,  for  which 
^hat  act  of  the  44th  of  CJeo,  III.  had  been  con. 
trived,  the  same  legislators  had  the  tardy  grace  to 
.  preserve  others  from  the  toils,  into  which  they  had 
^       driven  the  only  object  of  their  pursuit,     They  ac-» 
cordingly  closed  this  act  of  ostensible  rcparatipn, 
with  an  exception,  that  gave  full  effect  to  the 
whole  of  their  original  design.     They  declared, 
that  it  should  not  in  any  maqner  affect  any  prose- 
cution depending  before  the  passing  of  the  act  cf 
amendment,  or  touch  the  poqstructiori  of  the  44th 
of  Geo.  HI.  should  any  question  arise  or  have 
arisen  tliereon.     It  wa3  notorious,  tjiat  qo  other 
case,  thap  that  of  judge  Johnson  was  then  pendr 
ing;  and  tolerably  evident,  that  none  other  was 
ever  intended  to  be  raised  upon  that  statute, 
othiTAets      Early  in  the  session  had  the  legislature  conti-r 
fion,*  ^  nued  the  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus  act  till 
six  weeks  after  the  commencement  of  the  'niext 
session  of  Parliament.     An  act  also  was  passed  to 
authorize  the  I^ords  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  money 
to  the  Under-Secretaries  in  the  absence  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  as  secret  servict;  money^  for  the 
purpose  of  detecting,    preventing,    or  defeating 
treasonable  or  other  dangerous  conspiracies  against 
the  state :  the  due  application  of  \vhich  was  re- 
quired to  be  sworn  to  by  the  party  receiving,     The 
new  Dubhn  paving  bill  appointed  t^etv  coramis^ 
jsioners  to  examine  iiito  the  irregularities  and  abusa 
pf  the  paving  boardj^  provided  for  the  suspensioii 
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of  the  powers  and  authorities  of  the  old  corporation,  ^®^^* 
and  for  vesting  them  in  new  commissioners  dur- 
ing the  suspension,  and  for  the  better  conducting 
and  managing  the  business  of  the  said  corporation. 
Several  acts  of  regulation  were  passed,  itouching 
the  distilleries  and  for  remedying  abuses  in  the-, 
collection  and  management  of  the  excise  du- 
ties and  customs :  and  also  for  imposing  and  levying 
the  several  inland  duties  of  excise  and  taxes  lately 
granted  to  his  Majesty.         .    ^  ' 

Lord  Sidmouth,  who  had  since  the  month  of  Lo^^id. 
January,  been  elevated  to  the  dignity  of  peerage,  "^ei^rith' 
and  had  come  in  as  Lord  President  of  the  Council,  *^*  P'"- 
in  lieu  of  the  Duke  of  Portland,  and  had  brought 
in  with  him  his  friend  Lord  Bukinghamshire^  as 
Chancellor  of  the  dMchy  of  I^ancaster,  assumed  all 
the  consequence  and  airs  of  the  head  of  a  political 
party.*  He  availed  himself  of  the  declining  symp- 
toms of  Mr.  Pitt's  health,  to  build  a  consequence  up- 
on his  exertions  to  accelerate  the  fall  of  his  benefac*- 
tor,  whom  he  now  a^ected  to. treat  a§  a  rival  He 
privately  instructed  his  whole  corps  to  vote  against 
Lord  Melville,  Mr.  Pitt  never  forgave  that  trea^ 
chery  and  ingratitude.  He  had,  notwithstanding, 
the  assurance  to  urge  Mr.  Pitt  to  appoint  the  Earl 
of  Buckinghamshire  to  fill  the  situation  of  Lord 
Mejvilje,  from  which,  in  the  hard  run  race  in  tUa 

*  They  were  numerically  few,  polttically  iasignificanl. .  Mt) 
Bra^ge  Bathurst,  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Hil^y  Addington,  hia 
brother,  and  some  few>  w^hom  hc(  had  favoured  whilst  minister, 
of  no  connectionsj  UU^e  note^  and  (ess  takQt!>  ^de  up  b^is  sn^ajl 
detachroeat,  . 
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J^^  Cofiirsaom^  he  actually  claimed  ftcjm  the  ^positlo^ 
the  iminediate  merit  af  having  e?(pe)ted  him.  Mr. 
put  fomwl  a  ready  refusal  ia.ihe  incd«npetency 
Qf  XfOrd  BuckinghaiDshire  to  fill  that  important. 
>taiion,  which  he  bad  reserved  for  Lord  garhamy 
N  Lord  SidrnKDiuthy  in  dudgeon,  seut  in  his  own  and 
his  disappointed  friend's  resignation.  Mr,  Pitt, 
wcB  koiOwing  the  imbecility 'and  vacillation  of  tk 
resigners^  and  taught  at  length  the  pfactical  vd\\xo 
even  of  a  single  vote,  declined  forwarding  their 
resignation,  and  recommended  reflection  upon 
their  hasty  resolutions.  They  repented;  and  for 
some  weeks  held  on  their  ai matrons.  Fresh  difFe? 
rcnccs  broke  out;  tb^jy  I'etapsedj  and  on  the  10th 
0f  July  once  more  tendered  their  resignations ; 
1?hich  Mr.  Pitt  then  tlwught  proper  to  accept, 
and  Lords  Camden  and  U^rroAvby  were  appointed 
^       their  successors. 

'^d  w:  ^°  ^^^  *^*^  ^'*^*^  ^f  ^^  '^'^  session,  Mr.  Fox 
had  pointed  the  attentio-n  of  the  House  to  the  case' 
of  Mr.  Todd  Jo^^,  who  wa^  one^of  the  many  suf* 
fering  victims  to  the  su$picfon  and  hatred  of  go» 
vemmeaat;  On  the  SfSth  of  June,  he  presented  5 
petitiott  from  Mr.  Jones,  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
(in  the  table.  Mr.  l^ox  dpelined  gbing*  rnto  the 
(jase  at' targe  :  he  had  i>ot  received  strieti  evidence 
of  the  altegatiois  of  the  petition,  though  }le  liad 
made  many  enquiries,,  the  answers  to  whiqb.ii3kfluC' 
fd  him  to  believe  thefla  tuue.  Jfte  could  not  for* 
l)ear  remarking  eue  stcomg  fea^ture  of  the  petitio^n^^ 
^r's  innocence,  whkh,  he  presumed,  would  not  hd 
gttpmpted  to  hp  questioned  :  he  meant  the  offer  tg 


\  t\ye  petitioner  to  be  allowed  tohvt  at  large  in  Eng-  ,  ^^^ 
'  fand.     That  imcpriestion^Wy  proved^,  that  notlfnog  ^ 
I  very  material  against  him  could  ever  come  to  triai. 
I  As,  however,  in  tb^  advanced  ^tage  of  the  ses- 
sion, it  vMH^d  be  hopeless  ta-  inatitute  any  en^qui-^ 
ly,  \ye  reeomtnervded  it  tb  mimsters,  to-  take  hi* 
case  into  their  serious  consid^ratioti.     In  this  Mr. 
Sheridatt  joined  htm ;  earwesUy  entreating  minis- 
ters to  eacjaire  into  the  ^acts ;  for  confident  he 
was,  that  they  would  be  found  tmly  shtted,  and 
wuld  entitle  the  petitioner  to  instant  tedress. 
Mr.  Vansfttart  sard  some  ivords  to  lay  in  hin  claim    . 
to  the  utinost  liberality  of  conduct  towards  the 
petitioner.      On   thjB  8th  of  July  Mr.  Wickbarm 
drew  the  attention  of  the  bouae  to  the  petitioii.  of 
Mr.  T.  Jones.     He  was  then  in  toa  infirm  a  state 
of  health  to  stand  up  in  bis  place,  and  he  spoke 
sitting.     He  deeply  regretted,  that  no  communica* 
'  tioji  had  been  made  to  him  to  know,  whether'  the 
j  petition  ought  te  be  broaght  forward  or  not.*    He 


^  A  ^opy  of  ib^  y»«tHioD  19  9W«A»  to  «hew  h^w  flippantly 
official  nwnde^  io  coMr^dictioDs.  .  The  tiwe,  ni«i»w|r  a^d  du-< 
ration  ^f  bi^  coafin^men*,  irhe  noiwfaipleMtaiA  9U*Q  of  th«  g^oal; 
^he«XQlu9ic«  0f  hia.frbAda4r)d  t^hlivQ»;  ^he  t^nd^r  of  libfia^^ 
^^:  bb  helloing  ii  s^nd  eouning  ui^l:  ^J^A  tM  los^  of  bU 
M^b  «Qd  fertoie^  are  ^be  focte  alleged  in  (b^  peUtiiQa :  ^d4 
*^bicb,  if  triwu  as  tbey  »U)  notori^^wJy  were».  it  c^uld  n^ith^r  b^ 
^o<«mrably  9pt  hoae»dy  ^t^d.  l^kat  ^  c<m  mt^  *»  </<<  f^tUiom 
*^^  W  trm^  Bijkt  Mir.  T^d  :J<Hye§  Wl  loiig  beeni  a  wsiFiyi  s^j»4 
pwtrfttl  advocate,  for  CaAbolic  ««aociip«UoQ  wd  pwrli^ine^^tary. 
»^foian.  h.  becaw«v  tbef«fw>  »y*fte«iaiii5;$^  picfi.H)i^i?u^  to, 
^»«pw«eQt,.  *rftdu«e  aod  9PI«?«w  hwi*  Tl^  .p§ti^i90er's  W^r? 
t»tt  ef  l|in  okyft.irtftocisrioe:  in  nat  .lh«  ?ta<«w«|t  0f  SV/  fftot*  b«*t, 
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"^  scrupled  not  roundly  to  assert,  that  the  case  set 
forth  upon  the  petition  was  not  tiue^  though  he  nei- 

if  wt\  op  the  asserted  ground  of  snspicion,  by  the  absent  minis- 
ter of  a  surprized  gorernment  (Mr.  Wickham  was  not  then  in 
IretamlJ  resiiog  xVs  defence  and  justification  upon  the  efTete 
Qiommcry  of  concealing  tbe-sonrces  of  information,  when  n^ 
information  had  ever,  in  fact,  been  given* 

'VTotheHon.  the  Commons  in  Parliament  assembled,  ' 
*'  The  humble  petition  ^f  William.  Todd  Jones. 

^  SHEWfiTH, 

"  Tl^al  your  Petitioner  was  arrested  in^the  comity  of  Cork,  in 
his  bed^  early  in  thife  morning  of  the  29th  of  July,  1803,  by  the 
BeT.  William  Steward,  Lieut.  Douglass,  and  a  numerous  body 
of  soldiery,  upon  a  warrant,  as  alleged,  of  Gen.  W.  Myers,  but 
which  warrant  petitioner  never  saw.  That  he  was  detail ned  one 
night  in  the  military  guaid*house  of  Bandon,  and  next  day,  un- 
der a  strong  escort,  was  lodged  in  the  South  Jail  of  the  city  of 
Cork,  upon  the  warrant  of  the  Mayor  of  Cork,  which  warrant 
your  petitioner  saw :  that  after  a  detainer  there  of  four  days,  he 
was  conveyed  to  the  Pfevost  prison  of  the  same  city,  and  lodged 
iii  the  close  custody  of  the  Prevost  Marshal  That  petitioner  was 
utterly  denied  the  opportunity  of  seeing  his  friends,  and  that 
such  as  sought  to  see  him  were  repelled  with  insult  and  ill  treat- 
ment. That  his  sister  made  repeated  applications  in  vain  for 
admission  \»  the  prison :  and  a  Mr.  Goold,  a  gentleman  of  res- 
pectable character,  property  and  unimpeached  loyalty,  on  hear^ 
ing  that  petitioner  was-sevefely  indisposed,  called  to  visit  him^ 
and  was,  in  consequence  of  bi^  visit  arrested  and  detained  in 
custody  daring  the  period  of  sixteen  daysi.  Thai  some  time  af- 
•  ter  the  committal  of  petitioner,  be  received  from  the  Kight 
Hon.  William  Wickham,  then  Priiicipal  Secretary  to  his  Excel- 
lency the  Earl  of  Hardwicke,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  a  ten- 
der of  liberation^  provided  he  would  go  to  England,  and  remain 
there  at'  targe.  That  your  petitioner,  conscious  of  the  most 
perfect  innooencq,  and  considering>  that  acquiescence  in  such  a 
proposal*  woiild  Imply  guilt,  respectfully  declined  it|i'attbe 
same  time  4re]id^j4ng  to  iMr.  Wickham  th<^  most  ample'  satisfac- 
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;kr  denied  nor  falsified  any  part  of  it     He  gene-  vl^^l^ 
rally  assumed  credit  for  what  had  been  done  by 
the  government  he  liad  been  connected  with,  be- 
cause one  part  of  it  approved  of  what  the  other 
lad  done.     He  regretted,  that  the  matter  had  not 
)een  brought  forward  in  an  earlier  stage  of  the 
session,  aiul,   in  a  manner,  to, force  free  enquiry. 
At  present  he  could  defend  neither  government 
nor  himself,    without    bringing    that   before  the 
publi^  which  it  would  be  but  fair^to  afford  the 
petitioner  an  opportunity  of  answering.     In  the 
genuine  stile  of  the  system,  he  boldly  assured  the 
House,  that  were  he  at  liberty  to  revejjl  the  whole 

lion,  that  an  unreserved  fxamination  on  oath  could  aflbrd,  and 
intreating  a  speefJy    trial.     That  your  petitioner  has  remained 
£ver  siqce  in  close  custody,  now  for  tweniy  months  sustaining 
ail  the  rigours  of  ^  military  prevost,  and  added  to  them,  the  un* 
nholesome  dampness  of  a  new,  uodried  and  unfinished  edifice, 
to  the  material  injury  of  his  health.     That  the  creditors  of  your 
petitjonerj  induced  by  the  conclusions  they  drew  of  his  danger 
or  guilt,  from  so  rigorous  an  imprisonment,  and  his  total  seclu- 
«ion,  by  order  of  the  General,  from  them  and  all  his  friends, 
came  down  upon  him  at  once  with  their  dem2(nds,  to  satisfy 
which  h^  relinquished  to  them  his  moderate  income,  and  has 
ever  since  been  confined  for  subsistence  to  the  niere  jail  allow- 
aoce.    That  your  petitioner  is  now  very  infirm,  and  of  the  age 
of  fifty  two  years,  thus  Oppressed,  untried  and  unheard.     That 
yoar  petitioner  humbly  prays  this  (Ion.  House  would  be  pleased 
to  take  his  cas|s  into  its  consideration^  and  grant  Lim  such  re- 
dress  for  the  heavy  calamity  he  has  sustained  in  the  loss  of  li- 
berty and  time,  of  health,  reputation  and  pecuniary  credit,  as 
to  its  judgment  and  benevolence"  may  seem  meet, 
■'  A^d  your  petitioner  will  ev^r  pray/' 
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mystery,  they  would  be  prodigal  of  their  thanks 
and  eulogies  for  what  he  had  done,* 

*  This  confident  boast  of  clandestine  merit  and  assumption  of 
consequence,  authority  and  indemnity  upon  incommunicable 
knowk4ge  came  with  a  bad  gcace  from  the  minister  of  a  go- 
vernment which  had  owned  itself  surprized.  That  it'was,  however, 
b4|t  a  revival,  or  rather  continuation  of  the  spirit'of  the  terrorists, 
we  have  lately  had  a  most  authentic  and  interesting  document  from 
the  mouth  of  an  eminent  and  respectable  barrister,  Mr.  O^Gor- 
man.  That  gentleman,  on^he  5th  of  January,  1811,  attended 
^nisnierous  m«ctingof  bia  Catholic  countrymen  in  Dublin^  con- 
vened fbr  the;  pui:pgse  of  devisiug  th£  most  suitable  means  of 
bringmg  their  petition  before  Parliament.  He  there  found  it 
necessary,  to  notice,  and  he  most  powerfully  exposed  the  impu* 
^ence  and  malice,  with  which  some  of  the  venal  Dublin  Journali 
had  misrepresented  the  proceedings  and  conduct  of  the  Catholic 
Committee,  the  publicity  of  which  sufficed  to  convince  the  na- 
tiion,  that  they  bad  done  nothings  which  was  not  strictly  legal 
and  constitutfonal.  He  then  pointedly  referred  to  passages  in 
those  ealumnious  prints,  which  had  personal  allusion  to  himself, 
andwbiah  brought  from  him  this  manly  and  impressive  iochn- 
lion,  which  made  part  of  his  eloquent  and  pa^iotic  spee^jb  on 
that  day. 

"  I  am  weU  aware  of  the  vile  object  and  tendency  of  these 
paragraphs^  They  were  calculated  to  wound  and  irritate,  by  re- 
newing the  remembrance,  which,  if  possible,  ought  to  be  effaced 
f^om  the  memory  of  eiiery  lover  of  his  country,  by  reviving  the 
sad  recollection  of  the  tragic  scenes  of  1798  and  1799,  when  a 
frightful  civil  war  desolated  Ireland,  and  drank  the  blood  of  her 
l^cainest  and  best  sons.  Wh^n  Irishvien,  by  a  trcaclicfous  and  base 
policy  were  armed  q.g(dnst  Frishtnen  in  murderous  conflict ,  when» 
in  finfj  ds  tke  consummation  of  her  woes  and  calamities,  tke  d(m<^ 
of  discord,  laid  unhappy  Ireland  at  the  feet  of  JBhgland. 

*'  Yes,  Sir,  1  and  npy  family  have  reason  to  recolfect  that  Ta- 
ipentable  seasoj^i.  The  allusion  is  too  pointed  for  me  to  mistake 
\i ;  but  I  never  entertained  a  principle,  that  then  or  now  I  ^as 
or  am  either  ashamed  or  afraid  to  avow.  My  principles  were 
then,  and  are  now,  those  of  the  revolution  of  1688:  which  are, 
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Mr.  Pitt  sorely  lat»entcd  the  heoessity  <rf  pro-   JJ^JJf;^ 
tracting  the  session  to  so  late  a  periocl.    His  heatth  Abrupt  pm- 

^  rogatiun   of 

pailiameiit. 

•Jhs !  now  grown  old  fashioned,  iand  cdn^del^d  "by  the  adrdcaltes 
t>f  the  pr^siHitfrfglufill  system,  IHUe  short  of  treasonable. 

"  I  nevfer  hfeld  Si  prmeipk  'hostile  to  «he  g^at'prfblifchnd- 
marb  laM  down  in  l^S.      Bot   those  pKlicvples  ihd  land- 

'marks  htire  been  sfnce  almost  entirely  nehioved  or  obHte* 
rated  by  the  banefrfl  measures,  and  by  the  odious- and  destruc- 
tive system  cyf  the  crafty,  designing,  cold  blooded  Pitt.    Triite.. 

litis,  Urn  in  the  years  \19^  and  1799,  I  was  persecuted  vfith  i 
most  ferocious  :and  perset^ertng  malignity :  that  without  the  ^Ught^ 
«t  charge  or  accusation  of  any  kind,  either  verbal  orwriflien, 
X  w^th  ray  two  brothers,  was  arrested  and  tast  into  prison  ;  and 
<bat  in  the  most  indcment  sea<fon  t>f  the  year,  and  in  a  vety  infirm 

Jtate  of  health,  cinder  the  malicioas  and  lying  pretext  of  reniler- 

fingmy  pefson  more  iRCcore,  I  was  dragged  from  prison  -to  pri- 
'8on,  and  from  dtingeoh  to  dongeon.  T^-oe  it  is,  that  rtry  perse- 
cutors, and  "^he  persecutors  of  my  comriry,  loaded  my  body 
vith  chains ;  b;rtt  though  they  ehsta^^ed  my  body,  they  could 
not  fetter  my  mind.  That  was 'beyond  their  reach.  Notwith- 
JlandiBp:  the  eflfbrls  of  my  persecutors,  I  convinced  tliem,  thdt 
oppression  was  ^capable  of  taming  me  into  an  abject  «i<ence. 
^rom  the  depths  of  my  prison,  I  raised  tny  voice  and  dematid- 

[«d  justice.  I  demanded,  I  entreated  to  be  tJonfVonted  withmt 
accusers ;  I  repeatedly  called  for  trial  by  coart-martial  or  other- 
wise; 1  claimed  "no  other  favour.  But  I  was  ntHformly  denied 
liie  opportunity  of  establishing  my  innocenteand  the  guilt  orf 
my  persecutors,  oti  the  ground  tkat  iherc  tvns  no  charge  egainu 
'"c.  This  was  the  constant  answer  !  received  to  tfie  numerous 
toetnoriah  atid  petitions  I  caused  to  be  presented  to  the  <liireFenit 
courts  martial,  that,  during  my  hnpri?jonment,  sat«<m  the  tfirfl 
^f  toy  devoted  coutrttyme'n.  I  was  twice  disdiwged  by  ilhe 
wtJiTDon  1awt)f  the'Iarrd,  itid  'as  often,  by  the  v4fidi€tii^6Jfilrit 
^toy  pepsecators  remanded  "bat^k  to  my  prison.  'For  daya. 
w^eks  and  months  have  Twasted  the  prime  of  my  Wfe  in  loath- 
*onre  prisons ;  'fcm  days,  weeks  and  months  teave  I  pined  *in 
^^B  tlongeon's  gloom  ^nd  soHtnde.  At  length  my  oppmsMVi 
^«ary  of  pBrswiition,  -and'weU  knowing,  Ibti  I  wa»  -pctpluded 
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^2^  '^as  ddiverfd  by  the  Chancdlcr ;  it  <lrily  t^^tti^ 
aed  \m  Ma^sty's  thstikfl  to  both  Hotisfis^  for  ibe 
proots  tbey  had  given  of  their  <^onstatt  regard  for 
the  hcmour  of  the  CroMti  aiid  the  iciterest  of  his 
<loraink>ii8 :  and  particularly .  alfaided  to  the  aiig- 
meotation  of  the  disposeable  lAiliUry  ibrce  pf  t))t 
kiogdotn.  It  graliefuliy  acilc4io\r<edged  the^^seal  and 
liberality^  with  which  tlie  OommoiiS  had  grafited 
the  ki|i;e  supplies^  which  the  nect^sity  of  the  pub- 
lic' service  had  required.  It  was.  mipossihle  to 
comtiKiiiicate  the  results  of  the  negociatioxis  then 
pending  with  -the  powers  of  the  continent ;  but 
they  might  rest  secure,  that  on  the  part  of  his  Ma- 
jesty no  step  would  be  famittecl  to  promote  ge- 
neral tranquillity,  and  to  repel  with  vigour  the  en- 
croachments of  the  French  gpverninent  upon  the 
general  liberties  aiid  indepemlcDice  of  Europe.  . 
Defection  It  cantiot  be  too  strongly  impws«ed  upon  the 
frrends.  public,  that  the  Tundametital  and  pervading  prin- 
ciples of  Lord  Hard  wick's  mission,  first  under 
Mr.  Addington,  and  then  under  Mr.  Pitt,  were  to 
oppose  generally,  but  efficiently,  tlie  two  leading 
and  vital  points  for  Jreland,  Catholic  emancipa- 
tion and  Parliamentary  reform.  Proportionate 
latitude  of  discretion  and  power  was  allowed  hiin 
in  other  npatters,  provided  he  could  perwade  or 
restrain  the  people  from  tn-ifigitig  forward  erthec 
of  those  two  important  cju*5tion8.     Lord  Mard- 

with  his  friend,  Mr«  AMci^man  J^A^iifes  from'  J^bllti,  €0  pfesant 
^  petition  to  tiie  Imperial  parltam^iit  (br  redress,  ott  the  ground 
of  his  htkving  been  dismissed  freaH'Offiee,  awefely  for  bftring  op- 
^sed  Jbhe  €aiiiiolie  ciftims.  .'  » 
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tljat  \fip\i  the  nl>ateiB§nt,of  tjje.  ferqqlty  of  the  texr 
torisbsi^  '  th$  unaoc^iatalxk^jaiau^iaa  of  <pxie 
Prote$^oc  viciitn  (J,  Gi^arcl)  aqd  4;be  oat^ntatioot 
of  favour  and  ^iifdiies»  to  .$omeaf  the  Catholic 
liody,  he  Teconclled  them.to  hbigoyemmenti  and 
dispo^  many  to  hold  back  .^eir.qlaimd  and 
wishes  u{K)n  the  two  puling  and  pi;pscr^bed  points^ 
affected  toassuni^  personal  consec^uenceiipo^  spno^ 
matters  of  state,  aiv^  dared  to,,  diifier  from  Mr. 
Pitt.  Whether  tf)e«  alteration  of  tbat_  minist^r^i^ 
temper  or  €<)^du<:t  wf^re^ascribable  to<corp(^al  aiU 
Dients  or  politic^  di^ppijntaieiitSji  ma^  be  iincer-^ 
taia ;  yet  at  no  timeqf  his  Jife  ba4  kf(  ^  dis^gree4 
wirti  the  perscms,  ac^mg  under  .him.  Hi^  foi?me? 
(liijtatoj^l^  powr  seeded  to,  h?ye; left,  hixn.  Nat ' 
oalyb^^^I^d  Sidmoutl>  ^nd.  his  j>artizaqs  Iwic^ 
deserte4  J^if^t)  .M^t  ^  old  trusty  tool  ia  tiie;  coer- 
cion aad  niovH^ly  of  power  in  Ireland,  Mr*  Fos- 
ter, liad  risen  agstinst  him^  and  Lord  J[iard;wickg 
had  found  his  mandates  to  the  Irish  goyeriiment 
out  of  tlie.  range  of  the  two;  pledged  cases,  so  un* 
warrantable  afnd  overbearing,  that  his  E^cellepcy 
had  resolved  to  tender  bis  resignation^  Inforcins^ 
the  Union^upon  Jr^land,  .Mr.  Pitt  had  further 
views  .th^u  to  weaken  and  degrade  th^  CQuntrj^ 
Awarf^  of  the  dapger  of  continuing  the  political 
power  of  the  country  i^  the  hands  of  native  mo- 
nopolizers, who  might  treacherously  rise  upon 
him,  as  Mr.  Foster  hajcj  in  the  matter  of  Union,. 
hi3  object,  theqc^forth,  wa^  ti?  secure,  under  th^ 
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^^^^  master  key  bf  the  Brithh  tnitiister,  that  dtnd  of 
power,  the  direction  and   controul  ot  which  he 
had,  for  so  many  years,  unfortttriately  let  ttut  to 
the  triumvirate.  Glare,  Beresford  and  Tester- 
Mr.  Foster     ^^  ^^^  kne^  better  than  Mr;  Pitt  the  sagacity 
^2^^  and  fleetness  of  Mr.  Foster,  iii  putting  up  'And  run- 
ning down  his  game.     Hie  minister  had  "ttot  Tor- 
gotten  his  former  sei^ices,  and  anxiously  wished 
to  restore  him  ta  his  pack.    Tlie  mock  repentance 
of  mock  patriotrsrti wailnstinctivefy  andiostantly 
confessed   and  forgotten.      But  the  apostate,  in 
being  re-adhiittdd  to  the  gracift  and  favour  of  the 
premier,  vainly  imagined  hiiii^elf  reinstated  in  tlmt 
quality  of  arlrftniry  rufe,  itliich  under  Ae  old  firm, 
he  had  so  long  and  so  successfully  exercised.  Tliat  I 
neither  tlnswered  the  ends  of  the  Bfitish  minister, 
nor  of  his  Irish  Lieutenant;     Mr:  Foster  presmn- 
ing,  that  by  his  appointment  td  tJie  Chaiicellor- 
ship  of  the  Irish  Excliequer,  he  had  acqurriiil  the 
unlimited  controul  of  the  finaticial  cohderns  of  the 
wlwle  country,  displeasetl  Mr.  Fitt,  and  oflfended 
Lord  Hardwiqke.     To  sdch  a  height  liad  the  dif- 
ference between  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Foster  arisen, 
about  a  fortnight  before  the  prorogation  of  Pai- 
liament,  that  on  the  2d  of  July,  Mr;  Foster  took 
liis  seat  on  the  oi>posite  side  of  the  House.    So 
penetrated,  however,  w4s  the  public  'with  the  last 
i>f  piace'bn  one  hand,  and  the  want  of  drudgery 
of  iU'Work  on  the  other,  that  they  refused  crfeilit 
to  the  symptom,  formerly  deemed  unequivocal,  ot' 
a' mtnisterts    resignation.      At  no    time   of  Mr. 
Pitt's  administration  wa*  the  cabinet  so  divided  as 
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at  present.'    This  donftentlous  discord  arose,   not^J^?^ 
out  of  tmy  ibrbad  iiifFerence  upon  poltticil  pHnci- 
plcs  or  opinioiis,  but  froni  rival  yoracity  ftjr  pa- 
tronage «nd  place;     Mr.  Foster  had  outstretcbed^ 
Iris  own  views  by  so  framing  some  of  the  ffnancial 
bills,  as  to  secure  to  himself  a  large  share  of  that 
ptroiiage,  which  would  naturt^lly  have  fallen  into 
\\\t  hands  of  the  Chief  Governor  and  the  First 
Lord   Gommissioner  of  the  revenue.     As  rieitlW. 
Lord    Hard  wicke  nor   Loixl   Dohoughmore   hid 
(K'er  concurred  hi  all  the  pofitics  of  Mr,  Toster4 
they  quickly  resetifted  this  attempt  to  lessen  their 
patronage^   and  considering  the  measure  sanction- 
ed by  Mr.  Pitt,  into  wlKwe  confidence  Mr.  Foster. 
liad  worked  himself,  .with  u  view  to  regain  his  old  * 
dominion  over  Ii^and,  their  displeasure  and  oppo- 
sition to  both  manifestly   appeared;      Mr.  Pitt,» 
however  displeased,  was  at  that  moment  too  cloee^ 
ly  pressed  with  desertions  and  dMIieulties,  to  dare  * 
openly  to  resent  the  insult.     Thi  bills  were  gotten' 
rid  of  in  the  Commons,"  by  motions^  to  take  them 
into  consideration  at  distant  day^.     This  afforded 
Mr.  Foste;r  the  immediate  pretext  for  resignation. ' 
Mr.  Pitt  too  highly  valued  his  expeiience  in  wield- 
ing the  iiolititai  power  of  Ireland  to  accept  of  ^t.- 
Mr.  Foster's  feelings  and  principles  had  ever  an 
innate  aptitude  to  square  with  his  interests/     He 
had  loiig  lost  the  popularity,  wjjich  his  forced  pa-  • 
triotism,  m  opposing  the  Unit%  had  for  a  short- 
season  procured  him.  His  cdunti^'men  beheld  him  ^ 
once  mor^  co-operating  with  Mr.  Pitt  and  L<>ni 


^J^^:  Ca&tlerea^b,  .and  qoasiderqd.bitxiy.  of  ceursei  itr 
*  "  amo^ated  witb  all  the  fierceness  pf  ;his  fbciDer  pro- 
scriptive  ;wl  oppressive  disppsitvin  to  the  eountry. 
They  r^oiced  consequently  in  the  loss  of  the  bills,; 
by  wbkh  he  had  sou^t  to  alter  without  iinprov- 
iiig  the  public  boards,  to  contract  the  functions  of 
the  executive^  and  depress  a  justly  favovued  cha- 
racter^ (die  3S^ail  of  Donougbwore;,)  of  bts  official< 
patronage.  I 

Farther  fit-  ;  Qcher  causes  concup-red'  to,  fender  the  situation 
Pitt's  in/' of  the  viceroy  at  tfaattiu)^  so  unpleasant,  as  to 
*^^'  1hi(V<^* induced  h}m  repeatedly  to  solicit  his. own 
recall  Per^ns  notoriously  devoted  to  tlie  nod  of 
Mr<  Pitt  were  pained  ds  likely  and  proper  tx>  $ac- 
^#ed  him^  Mr.  Pitt's  inordinate  pride  bad  .never 
before  eixferici^ced  any  thing  like  resistance  from 
apy  Qf  liK  serviants,  and  such  he  considered  every 
m^embipr.  in  e%^ery  department  of  bU  administratioi]. 
Lord)  Ha^dwicke  ^d,  throughout,  hi^^^  wi^ole  go- 
vernment, .  beet)  punctiliously  observa^^t,  of  his 
original ;pl^gf,,  wl>en  lie  accepted:  of,  b^s  mission 
ft-om  .]\fe  Adcjington,  and  continued  it  under  Mn 
Pitt,;  t^  ijeep  b^k,  sujolher  and  ,resist.the  two  oh- 
no^qu^  .qiie$tioas  of  QatbxfUc  en^ncipatiifnand 
Pa^iiamevt^^y  Vsforflh  .  by  .  the  raosjt  soothing 
means  \n  bis  power.  Out  of  tlie  opefatioa.of  that. 
pMg^*  ^  was  Jeft  by  the  British  cabinet^  and 
had  geneniUy  fpund  himself .  practically  .'uncon- 
trouJed  in  his  admiuistnation  of  the  e;cecutivc  in 
Ireland.  : He  be^rp^meMConsc^ucintly  the  raone,  sen- 
sible .jf :  Mr.  .Pint's  atten^pt  to  narrow  liis  discretion 
and  powers.     Reflection  awakened  liim  into  a  new 
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scn$e  of  his  dignity  and  iridej)endefeee.  He  re-  ,J^b. 
pented  his'  fblly  in  having  hhnself  given  trncroti- 
trouled  discretion  and  powers  to  the  subalterns  x>f 
the  Irish  gbvemment ;  who,  he  had  not  the  sa^- 
city  to  perceive,  were  more  th^  agents  of  the*  Bri- 
tish Cabinet,  than  servants  of  the  Irisli  Vlcerbjr. 
Mr.  Pitt  had  now  personally  offended  by  eVicfoach- 
ing  on  the  Vice  regal  patronage :  aVid  Lord  Hard- 
wicke  Was  determined/  that  his  resentment  shiiuld 
be  al^o  personal.  ''His  L^rdshfp  wak^jiidicrdtis  fn 
taking  issufe  with  tlie  British  rn*fnis<er,  upotf  Vp6i6t 
favourable  to  Inland.'  Thoiigh  h*e''fdresaw;^thkt 
victory  v/ould  be  followed  by  reti'eat,  lie  wis  r^- 
sohed/that  ifc^ould  not  even  be  attempted,  xyjli- 
out  pifevibusly  p<:)s&essihg  himsdP  of  an  OtiaSsaft- 
able  position. '  He'  securfed  to  h'is  own  fkrttily  t!ic 
office  of  Clerk  of  the  Pleas  of  the  Court  6f  Eit- 
cliequer  III  Ireland,  by  putting' the  great  sea!  to 
the  gi^aiit  of  it  after  the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Buck- 
inghamshire, for  the  lives  of  hiiiiself  and  hrs  two 
SODS  and 'the!  survivor.  The  place  is  a  sinecure, 
generally 'estimated  a  if  Iff, 000  per  annum,  and  is 
cohsTdered '  to  be  thle'best  appointiftetit  iii  the  gift 
of  th$'frish'g6Ver^iithent.*       .'^  .  ". 

The  graiid  strug^fe  foT  pidwfer  between  '^^e  Pre-^Mn^x^^^^ 
mi^r  'and"  the'  Inq^i-oy  wis*  i  remSpte  ccyhsecjuehce  of  wicke  and 
the  tJnibn'  •  idariy ing  ubon  th^  face  of .  it '  t\\t'  Icha-  B^irringion. 
ract^nstiCfeiit6rerf'6f  that'^ state  juggle. ''  Sq  essW 
tlal'for1ij^"'syst'ein  dut  Mr.^  Pit't  find  tli^'servi'c^ilbf 
hislilkh  fiielid^  ujj  to  ttie'tfiiioi,'  tfe^ftfe^  iW^re- 
tuarb;ppoViti<:)ti  ^Iveii  t6  it^by  some  few  bf  themiie 
readily Ydfgav(?/'ihdah*iDiUMly  coiiited  them  t6'f^l 
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]^^   back;  into  their  pW  Tknks,  and  r^lly  once  inorc 
round  the  prmciplcSy  upon  which  he  had  brougbt 
Iceland  into  its  present  state  of  debility  and  Ac- 
.  gradation.  Mn  (now  Sir  Jonah)  Bar rington,  Judge 
of  the  Admiralty  Court  in  Ireland^  had  been  rais- 
ed to  ^lat  situation  for  his  long  and  faithful  ser- 
vices to  the  Irish  government  with  an  annual  sa- 
lary of  J^SOO.     The  judicial  duties  of  the  situa- 
tion were  so  lights  as  not  to  break  in  upon  the 
functions  of  i,  practising  barrister.     He  became 
XBoreover  one  of  tlxe  piost  activ^e  and  powerful  op- 
posers^  of  the  Union  by  i his  pen  and  tongue,  both 
in  and.  out  of  Parliament,     The   principles  and 
manner  of  carrying  that  fatal  measure  appeared 
to  have  opersittd  an  edtirei  change  in  his.  political 
sentiinents  and  conduct ;  and  he  early,  took  the 
refdlutiop, .  in  qoHCurrenqe  with  Mr.  Charles  Ball, 
the  barrister,  who  had  also  taken  a  determined 
pftrt  against;  it,  to  transmit  to  posterity  a  faithful 
^  record  of  .the  whole  infamy  of  that  transaction. 
Before  the  Anti-union  fervor  had  abated^  they  col- 
Jccted  all  the  documents,  which  would  disclose  to 
.posterity  the  means,   by  ^¥hjcb  tlie .  measure  had 
been  forced  through  Parliament  against  th^  avqwjed 
sense  apd  feeling  of  the  Jrisb  motion.  The  history 
jWas  finished  and  p^t.  to  press  \\\  Lepdpri',  ip  J^Iy 
IjSOS.  ;;Sir  Jopah  IBapingtpn  went  ove^  to  «upe^ 
intend  and,  manage  thp  >vo^^ ;^. He  ^lad  several 
interviews  with  J-prd.  P^lbam,   then  Secretary  of 
State:  anp^pj^j mpre.w,as,jheaxd  of  tjie  jiistofy  of 
the  tt.oion  cju^ripg  tb^,j4<l.din'gtbn  administration. 
/Gfjsit  prepari^tionj  hfd  been  ,i>^?wde  to,  giyjB  effect  x.^ 
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tkwdflt,  whicb  the  author  liabituallyprbnounc^  nJir^ 
tkeAath  warrant  of  th^  hopes  of  Ireland.    Draw* 
iogSvimc)  engravings  of  the. priactpal  performers  m 
that  evenlfVkl  taigedy;\vere!procuned  frooi  the  first 
artista^  and  erery  aid  of  type  ami  paper  were  to 
beusod^  to  add!lustre\and  icpnsequenceito  the  in« 
tere^taag  subslianoe  of  die  cqntehts«  ^   It  was  niore 
generally  known,  that,  the  work  had  heto  put  to 
press,  than  M^hy  no  progress  had  fma  time  hcjM 
madie  in  it/.  Upon  the  first  intentions  of  publish- 
ing this  urork).  lit  .was  more,  a  matter  of  boast  und 
recoaHBeaddtion.tban.sciciccy^  that  Mr.  foster  had 
furnished  the  s^ithcura  with  many  interesting  anec^ 
dotes,,  and  piroofir  of  particular  sums:  of  money  pakl 
tOipea^ns  for  borimgh  interests  and  UcffjMnmoda'^ 
tioo,  (k)Uoenrs  for.  resignati<ins,  or  ciocasional  a\U 
3e9<feft!fi^ta  ibe  House  of.  Cointnons,  for  piiftU 
Gubtr^spetocheft  ilk  Parliament;  for  a  variety  of  po^i^ 
tive  and  liegalive  services  ^arGhaSed  by  the  mana^ 
g^rs  of.  t1>e  Ui^ion : « and  amongst^  dtber  valuable 
(iecuflsenta,  was.  a  copy  bi  a  ta«ig  and  curious  cor* 
respon«knce  between  Mr.  Pitt  aad  Lord  Castle* 
reagfajifelative^to  the  ^expedients  and  means  of 
&rcingrthe.fLF>oion*    ;For  impiisssing  mbr^-daeply 
upon  tiie^pidbiic  the  autbdntkrhiy  of^tbi^  dbcumeiits^ 
ib^.atttho^s  had;  goner  totfae  expense  ol^engraVtng 
fiKfSimiiefoi  ar verali  df  ther'most  impbrtdnt  letters; 
aoildj^ts  ifol:27/mni  *^en;ird  monies,  which  were 
geoaiaUysgiwn  upon.Beresfopd*^  boink*'  S^tne  tfm^ 
after  Mr,  Pitt's>  rcllurn  to  «>iQce^  'Sir  U^.  Biamngton 
revisited  London^  .and  resumed '4>is  intentions %ntl 
tbew  of;  publication,    ^r;  Eostf^^'  whb  bad  ^rn 
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»««•'    IhrowQ   htfmillf  into  dK  arms  of  .Mr;  PHt  aad 

Lord.  Caitkresgb,  after  faaYhig  compfetdy  caipiat- 

cd  tbeaolitaiy  crlmt  of . haying  bacefot^tt(tibot]gli 

Msucc«salu%);  for  Ireland, -a{ipri>ad  tbenrof  idie 

variety/of  autiientic  document^  .with  which  tint 

history  might  be:  aapportwL  .  Tbeir.  <dann  and 

agitation  drove  ^lem  to  th«irfiidi^i«otice8J!'aBd 

to  prevent  detectiiMi,  they,  unddrtooic-to  ptMcdnoe 

Nipi»r«wioo.;  with  attention,  however,/ to  the  ottier 

contiiactiog  i»r,ty,itt  theitiosthoa^'drable  maancr, 

tbat  they  oouldrdeviae.  jA.negociation-wws-aceoid- 

ingly  aet  on  fool,  throBghrMr.:tH.  Afc«aj»iBr>  a 

foimer  poUticaiiViend.of  aii  parties^,  and  a  inanof 

tiied  fuMiiy.  in.  the  school  .o^  Kk    it  .was.  sdon 

settled  by  these  negociatoii;.  tkub .  .^800 :  per-  an- 

own,  WM.  a  very,  insuffident  charge  for  a  Jt^ge  of 

the,AdBiiralty  in; Ireland;  th*^  ht:Jo>der  to  give 

ItiUdignity  and  effectto.  the  sHuation,  tb«  salary 

shoji^ld  he  raided  toi^«5po^  srhicb  wMdiptaoe  the 

^,»Agfs  of  th«^dniiraltyi>d«  footing  With  ffaej^Mtfae 

J;M4g«&.<>f  tjj^.CcttmmottLaw-courtsj  and  enalde 

hjm  t<?  di»Ql>nt«tticr  the  .pWcticcof  his  pfoifessipn, 

•fWielerjflfts  »Kefe  settled  in  Loridoj^betweett  tbcwi- 

^i^t^/,aB^  tins  hisfori  an^.withdiut  anyiooain^niMtion 

f"k  tibftliofdiltiettteaanligiihe  Wiisv!4»xTevtt-,:«ot 

^mm^ti  of>  theuv    Thermonwit  liBMras>  officially 

^m^rof:  %  iqt»fect  if.tbo  mmsteriyh»%o6k 

«t¥»Pg;  olj«ct^.  -M .  the  meaaniv  ,•  )alletigiiig,i  that 

^Pk^^.  fftr.wbktJi  they  \ieM»(^bou4/itp ^mfyf  so 

«#.u^.¥l  ♦P  .4llqM'ancci.!wa9  nsariji  a  siiifeotti*,  and 

rt^.  l*e,/ipHW  mUrtf.  csoBsent  to  enommi  th<?  bar- 

.^l^jftfi  m.:  QP|i«64ed).'peopl©;iby!:.i3KfrtivagaM 
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and  linltaeiiitQd  )mbli0r  ehc^i^s,      Hb  ExcflUeacy  J^ 
dkoi  tHi^tft-vei),  ibfttlic  ought  to  have  beciiiccinsiilt^ 
ed  in  itln;  fyt%t  iiistimw^  before  any -propasal  liad 
bew.mad^';  nod  mtrtlmnoie  so,  before  any'cia* 

e<l.iiimncAs  ui.an.  lyisih  Lord  Lieate^ant  taatpni^hcd 
«mlc0iifoiM»die(lMr.  Pitt    .  Within  very- few  da^ 
Komethiog.  i  Ik tk  j$hpr t  o^  >^  •  aA>so}u  te  ^paimaiuj^ 
M«n1if)to  .Mr^  Lf)ag>:  tl^fce  ueW  Sec^Qtaryr^^^afc  tbc 
LoTfl  Liwteiianl^hiHUcif  mgnnfae  warrant  IS^r.  the 
twxfm^^  Mt  Ikfxtogto^'d  Mlary ;  jkvbjiohi  Lopd 
Hardwiofc^  peoeinpCoi  iiy  jrefused^  Jrelaaici'i^fr^^ly 
iadcfated  $o  Lp.ixl  Uavd  wicke  for  th|9»  first,  /tlunigii 
latb  jfisisUfij^e  itb  tlie  mandftte  ofcthe  British/rQit|ii»- 
ten    It  wjadian,as8ertiari,ofifae  dignity  ^ml  rights 
t)f  (Ikj  KidgY>V:i<jegercritS  fife  ea^ed[>the. country  of 
a  perpetuity  of  i^iZOftifter  a»««ii»  ^  and  ipreveWed 
the. ai>ppressftpa [of  an  ^iA^.SLudi  iatefestiiig  w^Yk, . 
of  ^tch  bkvo .  iutmbeJ:s  pf^:  !a  mmt  .^aptandid  fotfili^ii 
baireikiBdledia.desure  tn^ ibe ;|i(ubitc  t^i be , gnltified 
with- the. wiiiaiirden  ;  .      '     -  .^  •;. 
.  Oli  the;vciy.dayj>cfore  the  ParlianKntwas  iiror  ^  c«j«^^ 
rc^l^dy  d  tnai^  cafne^oa/in  tfievGoort  of  .Kjtig'^inou^i'- 
fienofa^  Wcsiwitiatery  7>a^:v.  t^ttoitf/jvwhit^h^ 
ioactea9.il  wasdxatidzial  matieryOOgbtxK^t  tofm$  isnr 
iidtice&t <;^k  Imd'  baen  Jhtraded  ^nd  expected  jtOf be 
traed:  lon@.iieiOTe^ifc'>\4«siaeltopa%  *  >The 

Qio^l.reyi.  I)lr.i!r4:i>yv:idie?Cadi<>lfC  oh)(ib^  heiaooiMi- ' 
«tiiily  8tyM;)iitD}inArch'bi«h6p  Qf'Dvfaliri^.tMS;  Ahe 
piailitsfi^>and/Mr..Syiujondisi^  <a bdofcirilerid: Ariicr 
ifpaieeiHaia;<  JLo^ckm^ :  tlus  publiahet  o£  i the  i^if<i 
^Aofii^^fcevieiB,  idse  defeodaa^v;  rThie:  action  w0» 


fi34  The  Re'i^  of  George  TIL  ■  ^■ 

I 
^^  femught  (and  Lord  EllenboFough  observed  in  Ws 

charge  to  the  j«rj,  wry  properhf)  In  finglaiid, 
hy  theplaivtitf  to  recover  damages  fof  an  injury, 
which  he  compbined  he  bad  sustained  firom  a 
jniblkatioit  in  the  AniiJaeobin  leview,  which  tra- 
duced him  a^  a  dtdoyal  i^erson^  and  consei|iient)y 
as  liringing  a  scandal  upon  tlie  Yeligion^  6f  which 
he  was  not  oniya  professor,  but  a  guardian  aiid 
church^  governor.  A  verdict  was  found  for  the 
iplaintiff  in  £50.  With  respect  to  the  mediocrity 
of  darhage^,  it  is  to  be  ol)9erved,  tliat  bis  counsel, 
Mr.'Erskine,  in  that  regard,  feUowed  bis  instmc- 
lions,  wlien  be  clased  his  ai)d»ess  to  the  jury  in 
these  words  :  ^  Dr^  Troy  asks  nothing  of  you,  Jbat 
"^  that  he  may  be  considered  as  a  suli^t  of  this 
^*  country,  and  that  Under  the  law  of  £ngland  bis 
^*  ebaractei  may  be  protected.'' 
4rrimB4«of.  The  circumstances,,  out  iof  which  tbts;.action 
orighiated  forjm  a  leading  feature  in  the  system, 
wbieb  this  history DToifa^ses  Xo  develope  as.  mach 
in  detail,  as  evidence  will  support;  It  is(  matter. of 
notoriety,  that  the. |)ertodical  work  called uhe 
Jtnii  Jacobm  idmetr  was  setup  with  (perlia^  a 
£iirand  honourable)  intent  of-writin^f' down  the 
pruriency  of  >democracy;'  which,  about  the  begin- 
ning iof  the  French  revolution. was: apprdlmndeil 
dangerous ^  in*  its  esjampie-and  cO(nse<}qcnees.  ^  Some 
persons^  (all  clergymeit  jo£  ihe' establtiliment)  of 
respectability  Vwre  kiiown  ib  Englaiid  to  contrr- 
bnte  their 'talents  to  the  work..  :To*  make  ;fae«d 
lagainst'  irifeligioti,  and  the  general  hbstiUty.to  rego- 
4ar  f^tmvMtt  was  the  otigisial  .and  /laudable  kir 
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tetitifi  tlie  British  writen^lbr  thevndertafcifig;.  In  ^Jf^ 
extending  the  ohject  to  Ireland,  avhere  bigotry 
and  viiulence  ratikle  with  n;  hixurimicy  unknown 
to  £ngistnd,  *  these  iuil(^bcates  for  reltgio«i  and  order 
engaged  some  over*2ealfui8  disciples  to  write  for 
the  Western  part  of  the  British  empire.  These 
persons,  amongst ,  whom  prominently  ranked  Sir 
Richard  Musgrave,  conceiving  themselves  ijcen^Sj^^ 
afidk  not  nnfeed  -purveyors- t>f  ioletiigence  t6  the 
Prpteifitnt  dsehridanty^  appteciJited  tli^lr  services 
and  J^irCi  in  proportion  to  their  misrepresentatjon 
and  calqmAiy  of  th^ir  Catholic  cojun  try men^  their 
clergy  and  their  religion.;  Wi.th  ^a  view  to  crimt- 
nate'and  rnjiute  tlie  <Jathi9lfc  retigion  ihrough^ti»ir 
chiJf  spiritual  sui>eri&f  in  Dublin,  thtse  malignant 
scribes  fqr  the  Jfiti  Jbcobin  attempted  to  excut* 
j)^te  the  gross  improvidence  of  the^  Irish  govern- 
ment, in  July,.  1803,  and  throw  the  guilt  of 
Emmetfs  ihsurrectron  upon  Dr > Troy's  nibprisiou 
df  treason,  on  this  stupid  and  wicked  aflTectatiofi 
of  reasoning.  The  t^atholic  religion  imposes  the 
obligation  of.  confessing  evjpry  mortal  o^pi^c^i 
rebellion  is  such;  and  therefore  it  Is  confessed  by 
evefy  Cathotic  perpetrator  of  that  sii*  to  his  priests 
The  arch-bishop' or  superior  of  sudi'  priest  must 
know  what  IS  ^nfessttl  tp  his  infei  jor  or  sulyect, 
and  therefore  }s  apprised  ,pf  ^very  insurp^cUon  w 
tbe  staler  and'  consequcAtly.  guilty, :  at  least,  of 
misprision  t>f  treason;  if  be  re^hpal  rt  not  to  govern- 
ment. The  AnH  Jacohjiz  review  th^n  was,  ^ 
it  still  continues  to,  be,coupt€nauw4  ^nd  enco^- 
Wge4by  g^remwent;    Ba  1iroy,.dierc^^^     4iad 


J^  rio  other  .intelMci  of  rc»r«vbg  1»  ttwn,:  asnd:  tk 
chajacter  of  iii^i  reUgtOn^  of  which  fae  \rafrag«if- 
clknslncl  goveraor,:  iliw  by  iostiHittsig.  a*  suit  tt 
law  agahi&k.tbe  inaHcious  libdlers  of  both.*  '  He 

.therefore  brought  this  action.    ..  , 

.      ■  f  .     .  '      ♦       .     .    . 

•  The  libel  of  which  he  complained  wa<  contained  in  the 
Anti' Jacobin  Review  for  JuJy,  1804-,  and  is  expressed  in  tbe 

V  Nothbg  afihuckMicb  atrevgimdme^ipf  Ftpisliidifsimiita- 
fioit  U'lrelafivi:«S(Ui«  e3Lh(»^  the  ^U^inisb  ^c|^rgy^  a^d 

K^®  ^y^  ,'.^^1"?^«*.  9/"  jbeJ*'  .flocjcs.  The^  are ,  commonl Y  fouod 
to  hie  sure  presages  of  deep-laid  conspiracy  against  ilie  Protest, 
airt  sia»^';  and*  after  it  Has  explc/ded  in  rebel  I  lort,' 'their' clergy 
•getiirrfiy  lament'  fitem  '^0  altar-tbe  delusions  of  4be  peo^fo;  aod 
lhBiy?irtQSMablefcoiijjtict.toWaid9:tlili$'Jw^^^  of  Sorerf^iaiis^  and 
4^  .only  ^^t^si^otiPGHi,  4il?^t;  a«ir^t  ajjiy  ;d^e*  of  rati9iul  liberty ; 
iWough  from  the  pature  of  thirir  religion,  they  must  have  known, 
ahcl'Bave  prevepied  jt/.  The  dread tul  rebellion  of  1798,  accom- 
panied with  sach'  initaYi^es  of  Popish  perfidy,  must  cxinviooe 
Hie  l^kdOT,  that  i^  reliance  h  to  be  placed.dn  Ike  oachs  of  prt*- 
t^m»  ©f.  Irish  Papists  tb  a  Piptefiamj  nm^ .  Or.,T/«^,;P!*t 
Jja^re  known  all  the  cirpuwstanc^s^  w^ich;  p^e^^ed.  jtbe^ioswriw- 
tipn  in  Dublin,  on  the  23d  of  July,  1 803,. and  yet  he  did  not 
put  Government  on  their  guald.  the  prWnt  Administration 
«k  convinced  of  his  ttea<?hi3ry  on  that  odcarf<rti/and  yet,  for 
many  year»;p»t/  he  had  been  trftai«d  4t  ik^  C«tk  with  the  at- 
most  respect,  an,a  even  rfc^F€«JJVvflu|»%.sq#Bi.i)f5r8<Jn^#f  his 
*^wii  fauiily,  f^is  exhp^Mpp,  t^n,  x^  tyhicjx ^rd  Fin^l.al- 
fudes,  must  be  considered  as  a  m|)ckery  of  the  St^te,  and  an  in. 
•suit  to  (he  ind-eiWnVlings  of 'his*ProtWl^ni'fefii^-s'ubj^^^^^^^  and 
-ih  4H<jdeif«bflaMb't:&th6«<ny'6fihJ!rW^ftit'offc^^^  ^   • 

I  » ".By.  *i*>flrd^r«, ; Barboniftlleiisv  jCOnipottd  i  bv;  hitiMlf,   ^h 
.r^a4,iom%Dy -Popish  ph^pelfi  inj  l,is  4ifH?Wi|Joli.lhft.,»oriii«ff !.<>»' 
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It^ppe^red.dfjarly  upon  the,tfial,  (tlie  Di^&acl*    ^^os. 
act  pi|9ducecl.;W)/e>vjfl^c^)  Xl\at,f)\\Xmy,  vvrote iJlJ^^C^r 
the  short  jexhor.tatbx),*wbipb  i\c  CRJ^in^^  W&<?l^rgyj')^p^^^ 
to  read  to  their  congregations  in  their  respective  f^^** 
cfaapels,  as  weU  as  die  ^x)iortati6n>  itself  on  the 
Sunfl^  (Juty  *l^c  24th)  after,  and  in  cohseqiitnce 
of  the  unforeseen  and  unexpected  explosion  of  the 
preceding  i^fght,     iJotli  vverjp  printed,  and  distri- 
buted oa  the  MoBcIay  morniiig.     The  injunciion 
to  the  Ifcotoan  Catholic  clergy  of  the  arch-diocesc 
of  Diiblifi,  was'tb  read  in  the  cbapelsaud  commu- 
nicate as  generally  as  possible,  during  the  ensuing^ 
fortnigJit^  tiae  a.caon^paaying  exhortation^  and  ad* 
iiiiicb  longer  as  Ifaey  should  fiAd  it  expedience  re>* 

s)on  to  it  in  any  of 'Aem  \  and  the  distance  af  the  chapels,  in 
which  they  y^tfre  read,  from  the  metropolis  was  so  great,  as  to 
make  it  physically  impossible,  that  they  should  have  been 
fi'amed  and  sent  to  them,  subsequent  to  that  catastrophe.  Th^  • 
rebellion  of  1798  broke  out  on  the  night  of  the  23d  of 
May,  and  notice  appeared  early  on  the  morning  of  Thurs- 
day the  *4th.  In  the  Dublin  Journal,  to  Roman  Catholics,  that' 
an  address  .to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  intended  to  be  Imme- 
diately presented,  and  confaming  a  declaration  of  political  prin- 
ciples applicable  to  the  times,  lay  at  certain  houses  for  si^^na- 
lures  j  and  it  stated,  that  ail  signatures  must  be  given  in  on  or 
fcefore  Saturday  next,  viz.  on  the  26th  of  May.  The  names  of 
persons  were  -subscribed  to  it,  who  lived  in  various  parts  so  re- 
nwne  from  the  metropolis,  thiat  they  could  riot  have  been  inform-*. 
«d,  Aat  it  was  in  c^ont^niplation.  It  wks  entitled,  "The  Address 
*'  of  the  Ro^nan  Catholics  of  Irehnd,*'  though  the  contents  of  it 
could  not  be  known  to  any  of  them,  except  to  those  in  Dublin 
*ftd  its  vicinity  ;  for  they  yrei'e  not  allowed  two,  entire  days  to 
•ubscribe  it.  The  tiames  of  twenty -eight  titular  or  Popish 
Bishops  were  subscribed  to  it^  though  some  of  iherti  lived  150 
imlei  from  the  metropolis." 
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1805.    lying  upon  their  experienced  loyalty  to  promote^ 

^^"^"^   peace  and  good  order,  and  to  pre\*eht  any  atfdiiipt 

tp  disturli  riitlier.*    The  short  address  is  a  pointed 

*  ThiB  action  would  not  bate  been  DOliced»  b«t  aft  an  elocida" 
t ion  of  a  part  of  the  general  ^ystein  perraJing  both  cabinets  to 
decry,  debase  and  calumniate  that  portion  of  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects.  who  have  not  as  yet  discovered  efficacious  reasons  for  re- 
nouncing the  religion  of  their  Christian  aDcestors.  Witfa-much  I^ss 
ifiison  could  the  author  have  presumed  to  arrest  hk  reader's  at- 
tention to  a  most  tnsTgnificant  individual,  unless  the  coincldeoce* 
of  circonistances  bad  demonstrated,  that  e%en  a  King's  counsel 
would  so  let  himself  down  as  to  resort  to  the  systematic  license 
of  misrepresenting,  traducing  and  calumniating  any  subject  of 
}m  Majesty /because  he  professed  the  Catholic  f&tth.  The  more 
humbh;  the  object,  tb^more  important  (he  attack,  .Kir.  Carrow, 
who,  to  the  amaze  of  many,  is  at  the  head  of  the  English  bar, 
was  of  coausel^for  the  defendants  On  the  day  af^er.the  trial, 
the  author  read  a  report  of  it  in  the  Morning  Post,  and  was  not 
tightly  (urpri^ed,  at  ^r.Garroiw's  wilful  ^ikd  malicious  misinter* 
pretatioh  of  a  passage  in  his  Historical  Bevit:w  of  the  State  of 
Ireland.  He  then  felt  it  a  duty  to  the  country,  of  %vhich  that 
work  was  an  Historical  Review,  as  well^  to  himself  lo  send  the 
following  letter  to  the  publisher  of  that  paper,  and  it.  app^red 
next  morning :  ^ 

"  TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  MORNING  POST 
^  "  Sir. 

•*  Having  read  in  your  paper  of  yesterday  a  report  of  the 
trial,  Trotf  s.^pnmonn^  I  was  surprised  to  find  m^  name  quoted 
by  Mr.  (iarrow,  for  a  purpose  which  even  his  ingenuity  and  as- 
surance failed  in  connecting  with  the  case  of  \ixs^  client.  This  is 
one  out  of  many  attempts  from  apparently  respecta'ble  quarters, 
to  distort  and  misrepresent  my  Historicsll  Review  of  the  State  of 
Ireland,  x^'here  it  qannot  be  refuted..  Argument  and  inference 
Test  upon  the  ingenuity  of  cot^nsel,  quotation  upon  bis  veracity. 
lie  aUudfd  (says  your  report),  to  the  HiUory  of  Ireland  iy  a  Ca- 
thoJic  Mriter,  (Mr,  Plov?den)p  who^  had  written  one  chapter  to 
sliexjD^Why  of  necessity  Pricsh  w«Sf  he  engaged  in  rebeiHen,  wh 
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address  to  his  flock  to  be  aware  or  the  imtdibus'  \?^^£^ 
pmrai^sof'an  undefined  equality  arid  liberty  to 

had  said,  that  unless  ikey  rolled  voitk  the  wave  they  werejrft  •»  the 
htacL  /'  '  ''*  /     - 

"  Had  Mr.  Garrow  faithfully  quoted  pe,  he  would  not  have 
colivertecl  a  short  note  fnto  a  whole  chapter,  nor  have  retailed 
to  the  jury  as  the  words  of  a  Catholic  historian,  those  which 
Here  Expressly  quoted  from  a  Protestant  bishop,  the  Rev^Dr. 
Stock,  wiio  IS  still  living  to  explain  and*  defend  them.  In  my 
3L  Vol.  (p.  7I6J.is  to  be  found  the  following  note,  upon  which 
the  reader  will  make  his  own  observations  and  comment  '• 

'*  The  Bishop  of  Killala  has,  in  his  narrative  of  what  passed^ 
atKfllal^  in  the  summer  of  1798,  (p.  82.)  given  the  following 
reason,  why  in  every.popular commotion  in  Ireland,  some. Roman 

Caihpiic  priests  will  probably  be  found  concerned  in  it  :*' 

'*  Tha  almost  total  dependance  of  the  Romish  Clergy  of  Ire- 
**  land /upon  their  people  for  the  means  of  subsistence  is  the 
**  cause/  according  to  my  best  judgment,  why,  upon  every  po- 
'*  pular  commotion  many  priests  of  that  communion  have  been. 
**  and,  until  measures  pF  better  policy  a j^  adopted,  always  will 
•'  be  found  in  the  ranks  of  sedition  and  opposition  to  the  esta- 
**  blished  government.  The  peasant  will  love  a  revolution,  bc- 
"  cause  he,  feels  the  weight  of  |>overty,  and  has  not  often  the^ 
*'  sense  to  perc-eive  that  a  change  of  masters  may  render  tt  hea- 
*•  vicr;  the  Priest  mu^t  follow  the  impulse  of  the  popular  wave, 
**  or  be  left  behind  on  the  beach  to  perish.** 

".Francis  Plowden". 
He  aow  finds  himself  more  than  amply  justifit  -J  in  writing  this 
letter,  by  the  8ub.^equent  publication  of  ]\Jr.  Garrow's  chcjuence, , 
fts  taken  by  Mr.  Gurney  in  short  hand..    He  was  the  le»s  e.xcus< 
able  for  the  fal:iehood  and  misrepresentation,  because  it  appears 
ftom  that  report  he  had  the  book  with  him  in  Court.  Foi'  he  sai*! , 
(p  57}  ••  I  th'nk  Mr.   Plowden  wx)uld  have  abundantly  better 
'*  ground  to  support  an  action  against  the  v\riter  of  this  article,^ 
•*  ior  the  observaiiunp^  which  he  has  made  pn  his  tour  volpraes.' 
"  ciae  of  which  1  hold  In  tiiiy  hand,  and  ^ball  have  occasion  X«», 
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J^^  ,  be  licenjtious,  holden  forth  by  many  modern  con- 
stitution makers^  by  specially  referring  to  all  the 

**  refer  to  pirscnUy/',  In  order,  however,  to  Icecp  in  unison 
with  the  anonymous  libeflers  of  the  Anti  Jacobin,  be  solemnly 
ami  reflexedly  quitted  truth  and  candcir,  as  must^appear  to  eve- 
ry one.  who  compares  the  quotation  with  the  context  (p.  7  \,  12,\ 
•'  I  ha(f  thcf  curiosity  to  look  intp  a  book  on  the.  subject,  which 
•'  lies  before  nie,  written  by  a  learned  gentleman  of  our  profes- 
"  sioni  Mr.  Plowden;  I  had  been  reading  it  as  I  was  travellings 
*<  and  was  struck  with  a  passage  which  I  wanted  to  shew  to  a 
"  friend ;  I  could  not  find  it  readily  ;  I  knew  Mr,  Plowden  was 
*'  a  man  of  method  ;  I  thought  be  would  have  an  index  to  bis 
**  book  ;  1  turned  to  his  index;  I  thought  the  thing  L wanted  to 
*/  find  would  be  under  the  title  Priest;  I  found  the  refer- 
^  enqe  •*  Priests,  p,  116."  just  as  a  man  writes  jn  his  commoi\ 
"  place  bo6k, "  actions  upon  the  case.";  Then  under  that : 
«*  "  Goods  sold  and  delivered/*  What  do  yoti  think  is  written 
**  under  Priests  f  Why — **  some  Roman  Catholic  priests  always 
'•'  must  be  found  in  a  rebellion.'*  Now  what  do  you  think  is  the, 
"  argument  of  this  gentleman  why  some  Roman  Catholic  priests 
*«  always  must  be  found  in  a  rebellion?  I  will  tell  you  what  bis 
•'  argument  is :  He  says,  "  Whilst  the  Roman  Catholic  priest^ 
"  are  so  dependant  upon  their  flocks  as  they  a.re,  it  is  impos- 
•'  sible^  if  there  be  an  insurrection  or  rebellion,  that  they  should. 
•*  not  join  with  them.  .Why?  Because  the  people  will  always. 
'*  bt  disposed  to  rebellion,  in  the  hopes  of  bettering  \^heir  con- 
"  dition,  without  considering  the  sad  reverse  that  niay  happen 
^  *'  upon  it :  and  the  priests  being  so  connected  with  the  people, 

<'  must  either  roll  upon  the  wave. or  sink. with  the  people,  and 
•'  that  accounts  for  why  in  the  rebellions  of  Ireland  we  have  had 
"  apretty  sprinkling  of  priests;  h,utIwould  not  do  any  body  in- 
**  justice,  because  I  find  that  a  person  interested  in  the  charac* 
'*  jer  of  a  Roman  Catholic  priest  in  Ireland  has  published  a 
"  ttatalogue  of  person^  found  in  this .  situatiop,  and  \\  is  but 
*'  fair  to  those,  who  are  respectable,  to  distinguish  theni  from 
"  such  persons ;  there  is  not  one,  1  believe,  that  has  not,  af- 
•'  ter  he  was  gone,  b,een  found  to  have  bten  a  desperate  iPepro- 
'•'bate  through  life."  ^    •       . 


\' 
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first  horrQfp  of  |he  Trqn^k  revolu^on,  wUicl}  ran  ^^' 
into  %  firightfi(l  ^n^rchy,  aofd  then  settj^  jn  an 
atfocipij|§df^sp(>ti64ii9  WB^^f  w)ii^h  the  mos(  violent 
dwtmrbecs  flf  the  ^T^cieRt  awler  of  thjpgf;  ip$uff?r-  . 
afaiy  laboured.  It  ei^^^d  with  a  pathetic  adniopi- 
tipn  tp  ^^n^  npt  to  ]^  deceived  i^to  ruin,  as  mapy 
of  the  States  on  th^  Coptipent  h^d  beep;  b^t  tp 
follow  the  djv]^  injun^tjpps  of  God,  which  ^ 
plied  tQ  all  tmQB  ^tpd  all  irireupi^tapces,  which  they 
had  b^a  f aught  in  t^ir  oat^hisms,  as  it  wap  vo- 
cprded  ifl  tb^  hqly  ?prlpturp$,  ^x^  vfo^jd  bind  U« 
Catholic  Church  to  the  tv^  pf  tjme  :  "  Fe^r  God, 
bpnpr  tb«  Kingf  Q^y  9p4  respect  your  supefipr^, 
«fc-"  *  ■      .         •  .       '    • 

Toward^  thife  ^Ipse  pf  Trinity  Term  1805,  tlie  Pardon  of ' 
puUip  >va6  gratified  with  a  scene  in  Publin,  w^c^  ton  bo^^ 
pro4i>ced  thf  happiest  effect?.     On  the  sittjng  of 
the  Cqnxt  of  Icing's  Bencb,  Mr i.  Hamilton  liowap 
appeared  ^t  the  bar,  when  the  Attorney  General 
informed  \\iq  Court,  that  he  attended  on  behalf  of 
tlie  CrpWP,  in  prder  to  cqnsent  tp  the  reversal  of^ 
this  outlaM^ry,  ^pd  ^s.ked  Mr-  Rowan,  what  he  bad 
to  oflFcr  to  ihfi  Cpurt,  why  judgment  sliould  npt  be 
prQno»ncp4  agaips^  hini.     Mr.  Rpwap  thep  hand- 
ed in  the  rpcorc),  Qb?ervipg,  that  be  was  ^<iv.ised, 
there  \yas  error  in  fact  upon  it.    The.  Attofpey  Ge- 
peral  jpfornie^  the  Court, ,  that  he  had  a  warrant 
from  the  l-prd  Li^utepapt,  ^pthorizjpg  him  to  cppr  • 
fcss  the  Qrrors  afi^signpd  :  ppon  which  MVf  pprran 
inoved^  lh»t  the  optla\yry  should  be  rpvprsied,  ap4 
it  was  prd^rP^  accordingly.     T^}CVk  Mr.  Jlpw^u 
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1805.    having  been  formally  p^t  to  Ihc  bar,  the  Clerk  of 
the  Crown  shortly  stated  the  mdtctment  aga'mHt 
him  for  high  treason,  and  put  (fte  question  to  hino, 
guilty  or  not,  Mr,H.  Rowan  pleaded  his  Majesty's 
gracious  pardon,  and  handed  in  the  letters  patent 
under  the  great*  seal  and  enrolled,  wlrich  having 
been  allowed,  he  addressed  the  Court  in  a  digni- 
fied and  impressive  mannen     He  expressed  the 
warmest  sense  of  his  Majesty's  clemency,  not  only 
for  his  own  restoration  to  all  his  civil  rights,  but 
hiore  especially » for  the  favourable  indulgence  and 
protection,  which  his  ,wife,  his  children,  and  bis 
family  had  experienced  during  his  absence  and  le- 
gal incapacity.  His  feelings  were  not  pressed  upon 
by  any  call  for  a  formal  renunciation  of  his  politi- 
cal opinions,  nor  was  reference  made  to  them  by 
any  other  person   in  Court.      The  Chief  Justice 
then  addressed  Mr.    H.  Rowan  to  the  following 
purport.     "  Mr.  Rowan,  from  the  sentiments  you 
"  have  this  day  expressed,  I  trust,  that  ^be  pub- 
**  lie  will  feel,  and  your  futureconduct  will  prove, 
"  that  his  Majesty's  pardon  has  bct?n  worthily  b^ 
*' stowed."    Mr.  H.  Ho  wan   bowed   respectively 
and  retired  ;  evidently  strongly  affected;  as  was i 
the  whole  Court,  which  was  unusually  croM'ded. 
LonJc^g.       The  defection  of  Lord  Sid  mouth,  th6  impeaclh 
csteshjs  *ment  of  Lord  Melville  and"  consequent  shiftingsin 
^w^^  -  the  Cabinet  created  the  necessity  of  Lord  Gastle- 
reagh's  vacating  his  seat  for  the  county  of  Down,  in 
order  to  accept  of  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  colonies  and  war  department,     Tlie  dis- 
jg^raceful  result  of  the  election  on  that  vait^ancy  to 
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the  ministerial  ^  candidate,    inflicted  a  fresh  and     ^^^ 
deep  wouad  in  the  humiliated  and  harassed  mind 
of  Mr.  ^itt.     It  lirought  to  a  genuine  test  the  real 
seatimeataof  the  public  in  Ireland  upon  the  nierits 
of  bis  system.     Lord  Castlereagh  from  his  entry 
into  political  life,  had  been  contidcfred  the  most 
abject  tool  of  that  haughty  minister  in  all  his  de- 
signs upon  Ireland.     Before  the  tender  of  his  ser- 
vices to  Mr.  Pitt,  he  formally  read  his  recantation 
of  all  the  popular  principles,  under  which  in  the 
year  I79O  he  had  worked  his  way  into  the  repre- 
sentation of  the   independent  and  high  spirited 
county  of  Down.     In  no  part  of  the  abandoned 
process  of  forcing  the  Union  had   the  minister's 
profligacy  been  more  barefaced  and  base,  than  iu 
erasing  the  nama  of  the  late  Marquis  of  Down- 
shire  from  the  hst  of  privy  counsellors,  rcm6ving 
him  from  the  government  of  the  county,  which  his 
ancestors  had  uninterrupteiclly  enjoyed,  depriving 
him  (who  was  the^  father  and  founder  of  tl^te  Irish 
militia)  of  the  command  of  the  regiment  of  the 
Downshire  militia,  and  displacing  him  from  the 
office  of  Register  in  Chancery,  in  which  he  had  sur- 
rendered his  life  interest  upon  the  proposal:  of  the 
government  to  grant  the  reversion  of  the  platce  to 
his  two  elder  sons  :  and  all  t||^is  was-effected,  mere- 
ly because  his  principles  summoned  him  to  oppose 
that  fatal  measure*,  ^  The  loyalty  and  patriotism 
»  ■    ■  •       ■       .    ^  >.t 

^.  *  The  yindtttLveVtUlenesa  of  goverxunent  on  this  occasion  b8- 
'^rayed  itaelf-m  a  fiitilul  display  of  its  power  by  this  most  tyran* 
a&ical  abuse  of  ii^  with  the  intention  of  crushing  a  generous  heart, 
HH^hooest  dictaM  of  which  had  uniformly  been^heyediby  aea- 

r2 
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^^  of  that distinguidied  noUeoum  weie bigbspiiibod 
and  piificipied*    Uptothe  veiy  hoiin(»fMr«  Fitfs 

lous  eodeavoqrs  tp  promote  the  tydftre  of  Ireland-     Tb«  influ- 
ence inseparable  from  the  large  posse38ions«  rank^   and  well 
earned  poputarity  of  die  late  Marquis,  was  considered  too  pow- 
erful.    Lord  Gorf^wtflis  disgraced  Mmself  bj  tiie  pettikiit  boiMt^  i 
that  he  -vs-oM  JionMe  Ibe  Lerjiihaji  of  the  North  <as  lie  teroofid  | 
the  Maiqni^),  and  this  for  op  xuher  reaflpi^  tfa^  beq^se  hi»  QO-  | 
ble  mind  could  not  fail  to  revolt  with  indignation  «|||^ii|st  every  . 
attempt  made  to  fetter  it.    All  temptation  offered  as  the  price  of 
his  (iwti  and  his  country's  independance  he  rebuked.     He  de-  I 
iipiaed  the  sdceeadiaj^  thneats hoUleii<yut to  intknidaljs him,  tsd  i 
boldJy,  thoMgh  coostHuiioAallf »   e«^ted  k^^^lf  m-  ^ppwiff^  i 
what  his  jqd|^ipen.t  and  coascience  toU  hm^ws^  calculated  to  in- 
$lave  xmd  degrade  bis  pative  land.    The  consequence  of  this  pa* 
trlotic  integrity  is  well  known.     No  sooner  had  he  been  violently 
dismissed,  unheardi  from  all  that  he  he^d  under  the  ttuthoritjof  ' 
the  Crown,  than  htf .fine  regiment 4^a9  divided  inte  Iwp  battaii-  i 
fuis,  and  the  commaiid  of  then)  conferred  upo^  persons  of  more 
pliable  dispositions,  bis  |>oljtical  enemies.     I^he  place  of  Regis- 
ter, which  had  come  to  him  through  the  former  Marquis,  from 
hrs  friend  Sir  William  Cooper,  and  was  the  only  situation  of  pro- 
fit that  hn  family,  ftrith  aM  its  powier  aod  oppoituoity  to  obtain 
what  sel^inlerest  wod^ld  ihave  dictated,  jb^d  sufitred  itself  to  p9S- 
se$s,  was  also  iustantly  bestowed  j[to  his  honour^  unasked^}  upon 
Lord  Avonmore  ;  and  well  |nay  the  inheritor  of  his  noble  father's 
fortunes  and  virtues  rejoice,  that  neither  personal  aggrandisement 
nor  sordid  interest  ever  stained  the  hononr  of  his  ancestors.    H* 
may  >&i4]er  exult,  that  h}f  tbe  tridy  barbarous,  Ireyen^fai,  a|id 
c^njbemptiUe  condupt,  which  his  father's  fidelity  to  his  counti'/ 
drew  upon  him^  h^  is  freeS  from  the  painful  feeling,  which  the 
deri?iogof  any  ieniolument,  however  small  (as  that  arising  from 
this  office  wa^)  at  the  expence  of  the  people,  could  hot  in  him 
fail  to  inspire.     But  the  rancorous  malevolence  of  the  chief  pro- 
moters of  tbe  Union jdid  not ^itqp here,  for  'it  displaced,  4dso  vu' 
btani,  thoaewbo^wedthfir  sibuatioiifi  oot  leS8(to  their  services,  at- 
taohtnent  and  mexks,  ^hsm  to  the  friendsliip  andtiniliience  of  the 
Ihwmihiveiteitly;  ^mmdsie  to  compleat  4te  disgusting  pie- 
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manifesdng  lus  uMquivoc^)  mtent  to  force  that  JW5. 
baleful  meawij«,  he  had  uniforjmly  given  (perhaps  ^"^"^^ 
improvident)  credit  to  his  Majesty's  ministers  for 
sincerely  wishing  to  promote  the  welfare  of  his 
country.  The  unsuspecting  generosity  of  a  noble 
mind  extorted  from  him  a  supjiort,  which  the 
slightest  mistrust  would  In  its  consequence  have 
prevented*  ^ouzed  at  length  by  the  dr^wn  dag- 
gers of  the  assassins  he  flew  to  the  pass.  Traitors 
and  accomplices  were  too  numierous.  He  was  un- 
able to  ward  off  the  blow.  He  survived  not  long: 
the  deadly  stab.  His  country's  wound  was  his- 
And  he  employed  the  short  remnant  of  existence 
in  charging  his  sympathetic  consort  to  infuse  into 
the  pliancy  of  his  infant  progeny  a  rooted  execra- 
tion of  the  corrupt  perfidy  of  the  murderers  of  hb 
country/ and  rear  them  up  in  the  principles  of  con- 
stitutionsd,  liberal  an4  wise  policy*. 

tare,  (of  ^ich  Uiis  is  but  a  faint  outline  of  the  indignity  this  pa- 
triotic family  sustained)  no  sooner  wss  the  late  Marquis  departed^ 
than  the  office  of  llbfd  Lieutenant  and  Castos  of  the  coanty  of 
Down,  so  ably  and  honorat^ly  ftWed  by  him  and  his  ancestors  for 
many  generations  tras  bestowed — upon  whom  ?  upon  the  Earl  of 
Londonderry  !  the  father  of  Lord  Castlereagh,  the  patricide  of 
his  country's  independance.  L6rd  Castlereagh  vamly  fancied, 
that  every  feather  plucked  from  the  Downshire  interest  woul4 
enrich  the  still  shooting  plumag^  <^the  Stewart's  (or  rather 
M'GregorsO 

*  This  patriotic  legacy  was  sacredly  administered.  And  Ire« 
land  has  the  happiness  of  seeing  the  honors  of  the  Downshire  fa- 
mily vested  inayootb,  who  seems  consciously  proud  of  holding 
rank  and  fortune  for  his  country's  welfare.  The  delicate  and 
important  charge  of  implanting  the  true  princip^Ies  of  loyalty 
ahd  patriotism  in  the  mind  of  a  young  nobleman  of  such  national 
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^^JJ^        No  sooner  was  it  known  to  the  public,  that 
Colonel      Lord  Castlereagh    was  about  vacating  his  si^at, 

Meade  pro- 
poi^ttn 

eoimf'*"     consequence,  could  not  have  been  more  fortunately  delegated. 

iKivn*  The  Marchioness  Ills  mother  was  supereminently  qualified  aad 
Sympathetically  zealous  to  perform  the  injunciioA  of  her  mar- 
tyred Lord.  She  was  the  hioi^  and  heiress  of  the  late  Loril 
Sandys:  and  to  the  princely  fortune  of  her  husbanA  the  se- 
cond Marquis  of  JDownshire,  she  added  the  ample  possessions 
of  her  uncle,  as  welt  as  the  concentrated  patrimonies  of  sereral 
other  noble  and  illustrious  families.  Beyond  the  possession  of 
fortune  and  personal  attractionf.  she  brought  into  the  ]>own8lure 
family  every  quality  and  attainment,  that  can  adorn  and  elevate 
the  female  mind.  The  names  of  her  eldest  Son  denote  the 
sources  of  his  maternal  as  well  as  his  paternal  inheritances,  Ar- 
thur Blundell  Sandys  Trumbull  Hill  Marquis  of  Downsbire. 
IMand  is  largely  indebted  to  her  fiv  numeibv  services,  national 
and  particular :  above  aU  for  the  successful  culture  of  the  minds 
of  the  noble  issue,  with  which  her  short  enjoyment  of  the  mar- 
riage state  was  blest 

In  their  early  blooni  of  virtue  d^ss  their  country  hold  an 
earnest  of  their  sterling  and  inflexible  patriotism.  In  the  desti- 
nies of  Ireland  it  is  of  no  trivial  import,  that  her  transcendent  ex- 
cellencies have  been  justly  appreciated  by  tlie  illustrious  person- 
age most  interested  in  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  that  coun- 
try. The  Prince  of  Wales'  repeated  ^visits  to  Omberly  Courr, 
her  Ladyship's  residence  In  the  country,  speak  without  commeni 
the  estimation,  in  which  she  was  hoklen  by  her  Boyal  guest  As 
Ireland  has  begun  to  be  cheered  into  animation  ^by  the  glow  of 
that  political  virtue,  which  Lady  Downshire  wfth  such  judgment 
and  perseverance  infused  J^to  her  rising  generation,/ what  ex- 
pectant extacies  will  attend  the  contemplation  of  her  patriotism, 
sanctioned  by  the  congenial  conduct  of  the  exalted  personage, 
to  whom  this  country  looks  up  with  confidence  for  every  blessing. 
At  a  Gala  dinner  on  his  Koyal  Highness*  birthday  in  August 
1810,  after  the  health  of  the  Princess  Charlotte  of  Wales  had 
been  proposed,  the  Prince  addressed  his  company  in  a  short,  elo- 
quent, and  impressive  speech,  which  was  more  of  a  national  than 
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than  those/  who  btd  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  .  ^^<^' 
county  of  Down  most  at  heart,  sought  for 'some 
steadfast  and  experienced .  enemy  to  the  corrupt 
principles  of  Lord  Castlereagb,  who  would  come 
forward  to^"  oppose  him.  The  Marchioness  had 
certainly  Mttioipated  this  anxiety.  Lord  Castle- 
leagh  had  presumptuously  solicited  her  interest. 
Bu|^his%p[fficati6n  issaid  to  have  met  with  a  most 
sptritecl  rebul:e.,  At  length  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Meade,  a  son  of  the  late  Earl  of  Clanwilliam,  a 
young  gentleman  of  high  nilitary  ardor,  though  of 
slight  political  experience,  was  encouraged  to  an- 
Bounce  his  intention  of  offering  himself  a  candi* 
date  for  the  representation  of  chat  county.  On 
that  occasion  tbe  MarcjiioKss  of  Downshire  puJ^ 
lished  a  short  address*  to  the  freeholders  of  the 

coDvWial  puq^ort.  His  Royal  Highness  sald^  that  he  had  made 
it  his  first  care  to  instil  iato  the  mind  and  heart  of  his  daughter 
the  knowledge  and  love  of  the  true  principles  of  the  British  con- 
'stituttoD :  and  he  had  pointed  out  to  her  young  understanding  as 
^  model  for  study  the  politioal  conduct  of  his  most  revered  and 
lamented  friend  Mr.  Fox,  who  had  asserted  and  maintained  witb 
such  transcendent  force  tite  jus{*principles,  upon  which  the  go- 
▼ernmeat  under  this  excellent  constitution  ought  to  be  adminis^ 
tered,  for  the  true  and  solid  dignity  of  the  Crown,  and  the  real  - 
freedom  and  happiness  of  the  people. 

Hanozj%  Square,  Jdy  ]6>  180,Si. 

*  The  Hon.  Colonel  iMeade  having  oiiered  himself  as  a  can- 
didate for  the  county,  of  JOipwn,  the  prosperity  of  which  we  may 
be  supposed  to  have  much  at  heart,  I  beg  leave  for  myself  and 
dear  son  tbe  Marquis  of  Downshire,  to  solicit  your  votes  and  in- 
terests in  his  favor^  And  I  am  fully  persuaded,  that  should  he 
be  elected,  bis  best  endeavours  will  be  used  in  promoting  the 
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^^^J^  cobhty Df  Dowo.  She  wetttorer wfth h«r two hi- 
fant  sons  to  stimulate  aikd  witness  iapeu^bli  tlira  tii* 
umph  over  corhiptton  in  tUe  dcffmt  of  Lord.Cftstb- 
ra^y  Nvhicb  was  prjnciptHy  oWing^tdher  iildefati*. 
gable  exertions. 
t£[^a^  Akhbiigh  Lord  Castlereagh  had  nollifipitsliend- 
piivateiy  ed  any  serious  oppositiofii  it  wtu  afteraratds  dbco** 
hi»  friends  vefsd^  that  he  h^d  for  some  time  befoni  ma  *int|Q- 
roatejy'  tion  of  Vacating  his  seat  tras  ktown,  privateljr  caa^ 
▼assed,  tlimugh  his  bi*otli6r>  the  chief  supporters  of 
his  interest  in  that  courtly.  They  coosfsted  of  six 
or  seven  noble  and  other  families  of  congenif  1  prin- 
ciples with  hi«  own»  most  of  the  Orangettien  and 
tet'i'oristd^  and  the  dependants  and  CDnnecti^ns  of 
tlM^se  iclergymeii  and  •thets,  who«»  sons  lie  had 
provided  for  at  hbme  ot  in  India,  or  who  relied 
upon  his  promises  for  appointments  or  promotions. 
His  family  interest  in  the  <:ounty  Mras  Mmparative- 
ly  very  trifling.  His  own  was  merely  personal, 
having  no  estate  in  it.  He  converted  therefore 
tile  whole  government  patronage^  as  &r  as  lie 
Qonld,  to  his  election  purposes.  So  poirerful  how* 
ever  had  been  the  late  change^f  political  fteliftg 
in  the  county  of  Down,  that  ieven  the  treasury 
purse,  influence  and  patronage  cbuld  not  on  this 
occasion  overcome  the  general  execration  of  the 
principles  of  Mr.  Pitt;-  and  the  servile  perfidy  of 

true  interests  of  ft-el^sd  in  genferal,  aflA  those  of  out  county  iti 
ptirtfcular. 

I  am,  your  faithful  and  obedient  humble  servant/ 
Si.  DOWNSHIRE  SANDYS. 
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bis  tool  Lord.' CafitJereaglh  After  ^  mo^t  a€*er-  J^ 
i»med  M«te»t  Hiid  ^3  days  poil,  Colone}  Mcftde 
w«8  returned  fejy  ^  majority  <>f  4iO  i  which  M^ould 
have  been  comiderably  encie&s^d,  hsKl  not  Loixi 
^astlek'^gh  withdrawn  fiotn  the  contest^  after 
having  exiiausted  dlJii^  rest)ui^e8.  Not  having 
apprekeoded  so  powerful  an  opposition,  he  had 
ilot  ititended  to  hav^  g6iie  over.  In  fact  he  only, 
arrived  on  the  4th  day  of  the  poll.  After  lie  had 
decKned  the  poll,  he  immediately  set  off  on  lus  re- 
turn to  London,  execrated,  luinibled  a^d  disap- 
pointed. He  was  readily  accomiiiodated  on  his  ar- 
rival With  an  English  borough  out  of  that  ample 
stofe  of  venal  seats  in  the  Commons,  which  tlie 
miilister^  hoick  at  compand,  to  answer  the  trade 
of  Parliament,  afid  which  are  tlierefoi^  called  Go-^ 
vernm^Ht  Bofvughs.  This~triumph  over  political 
proil^acy  in  the  county  of  Down  was  luiiied  by 
the  nation  at  lar^e,  as  the  first  atcbievement  of  tlie 
yotrng  Marquis,  by  whose  future  labours  they  joy- 
ftiUy  contemplated  the  atraoigUngof  the  monster 
of  duplicity  and  corruptioii*^ 

*  The  cheering  confidence  transfusipd  through  ibe  county  of 
Down  by  the  successful  stand  on  the  young  Marquis*  interest 
against  the  expiring  iofluehce  of  the  Castlerea:gh  party,  has  been 
rte^eiiitiy^ncoirtraged  by.the  electiwi  of  n  uieamufer  for  the  county. 
of  Down  in  Jawiary  1 8  U  ; .  whenp'  his  .Lordship's  friend  the  Rev- 
Mr.  Hamilton  was  elected  by  5 1  vote^  against  36,  Such  a  supe'- 
riovity  of  the  magistrates  of  that  respectabie  and  flourishing 
county,  backed  by, the  single  interest  of  the  Marquis  of  Dowft- 
sbi|B  against  the  concentratwm  of  all  the  Castlcreagh  and  minis- 
terial forces  of  the  North,  marks  the  progress  of  political  virtoe 
towards  that  aseendancy,  under  tvhich  alone  Ireland  dtm  become 
free^  happy,  and  prosperous. 
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'f^Lr      ^*  ^h^  various  combinations  of  Mr.  Pittfs  sys* 


Decline  of  tcm  clfew  to  their  natural  results,  the  effects  of  dis* 
iiraiti I,  &c.  appointment  and  failure  shewed  themselves  not  less 
visible  upon  the  mind,  than  upon  tfap  body  of  that 
ambitious  miuisten     His  temper  was  soured,  and 
his  disorder  encreased.     Evjen  his  panegyrist  Mr. 
Giffard^  says,  that  many  of  his  friends  about  this 
.time  fell  off,  influenced  by  tlie  declining  state  of 
his  health:  and  had  Mr.  Pitt's  administration  con- 
tinued, it  appeared  certain,  that  serious  differences 
would  have  soon  occurred  in  the  Cabinet,  which 
would  have  left  him  in  the  minority.     After  the  re- 
cess, *  he  kept  as  much  as  possible  from  public  bu- 
siness.    He  sent  over  Mr.  Long  the  new  Irish  Se- 
cretary, to  epdeavour  to  settle  the  differences  be- 
tween Lord  Hardwicke  and  Mr.  Foster  concerning 
the  patrpnage  of  the  revenue  and  other  matters  : 
'    but  not  with  the  desired  effect.     Lord  Hardwicke 
rose   in  tone\  itid  consequence, .  in  proportion  as 
Mt.  Pitt  declined  in  liealch  and  influence.     His 
Lordship  had  solicited   his  recall,  anfl  appeared 
anxious  to  close  his  viceregal  career  with  more  in- 
,         '   dependance,  than  he  had  exhibited  at  any  period 
of  his  ^xhninistration.     The  indecision  and  waver- 
ing of  Mr.  Pitt  was  tlie  only  reason,  why  his  suc- 
cessor was  not  appointed.     Lord  Hardwicke  made 
a  tour  into  the  province  of  Connaught,  and  from 
his  answers  to  the  different  addresses  presented  to 
him  in  the  course  of  his  progress,  appeared  to  be 
most  sensibly  affected  with  the  expressions  of  ^- 

*  He  has  written  bit  Vih  im  6  Tolames  tvtk 
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probafion  of  his  mild,  canciliatdry  and  juit  ma-  ^^^• 
nagement  of  his  Majesty's  Government,  which 
weriB  contrived  to  be  inserted  in  all  the  addresses 
from  the  corpdftations  and  otiier  public  bodies.  As 
ill  the  first  year  of  his  administration  he  court- 
ed Uie  Protestant  ascendancy  by  regarding  Sir 
Rrchaffl  Musgrave^s  2real  and  hardihood  in  tra- 
ducing his  Catholic  countrymen,  by  appointing 
him  to  the  collection  of  the  Dublin  City  Excise,  so 
in  the  last  year  of  it  he  sought  to  sooth  the  oppor 
site  party  by  peac^  offerings,  displacing  Mr.  Gif* 
fard  the  loddest  Protestant  declaimer  against  Ca- 
tholic Emancipation,  and  putting  the  nephew  of 
the  Catholic  Primate  of  Dublin  into  the  collection 
of  the  Customs  qf  Baltimore.  Nothing  further 
worthy  of  notice  happened  during  the  remainder 
of  Lord  Hardwicke's  administration  in  Ireland. 
The  Earl  of  Harrington  succeeded  Lord  Catlicart 
as  commander  in  chief:  and  the  Right  Hon.  Stan- 
dish  O'Grady  was  appointed  Lord  Chief  Baron  of 
die  Exchequer  in  lieu  of  the  late  Lord  Avonmore» 
Some  other  less  important  movements  were  made 
iti  the  law  department. 

So  certain  was  the  appointment  of  Loitl  Hard- A.wrew  to- 
wicke's  successor  considered,  that  the  tinie  of  tlKrlji'ctc^'^*' 
Earl  of  Powis'  departure  for  Ireland  to  take  pos-J^^^*'**'' 
session  of  his  new  government  w^s  spoken  of  ib 
the  government;^  prints,  as  fixed  for  the  middle  of 
January.     On  the  20th  of  December  a  post  a«- 
sMibly  wasvholden  in  Dublin  for  the  purpose  of 
voting  an  address  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  npori 
his  resignation  of  the  Government  of  the  country* 


J^^  The  address  was  moved  by  Mr«  Shaw,  one  of  the 
city  members;  the  gtettemaa  who  had  voted 
against  tlae  Catholic  (mention  h^  ike  pnsiructhn  of 
his  c0MiitueniSy  as  be  so  speciaUja  in^CMrmed  the 
Ik)Qse  of  CoDimoQs  on  that  memorable  occasioiii 
Tl>e  address  was  carried  without  a  division :  ai^  it 
was  vi>ted»  that  it  should  be  presented  to  hte  Ex-^ 
eelleocy  in  the  most .  respectful  and  distingiiished 
manfier.  On  the  Sd  of  January  the  corporation  of 
the  city  of  Dublin  waited  upon  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant at .  the  Castle  with  the  address,  lamenting 
that  he  was  sliortly  to  take  lea%*e  of  the  country^ 
aiftd  expresjsing  their  warmest  approbation  of  his 
nianagement  of  the  government.  The  Lord  Mayov 
headed  the  procession^  which  consisted  of  eight 
aldermen  and  about  one-fourth  of  the  commons. 
This,  thin  attendance  on  the  presentation  of  the  ad- 
dress was  occasioned  by  the  late  division  of  tlie 
cof  pof atton  into  two  parties  upon  tlie  act  passed  last 
session  itspecling  tbe  Dublin  [lavkig  bilK  The 
present  po)icemeii>  and  the  policemen  that  were  to 
be^  formed  the  grouiKl  of  difference*  The  prevail 
ing  numbers  were  for  the  new  policemen.  The 
abuses:  and  inconyeni^ncies  under  the  did  police^ 
men  were  CQormoius.  • 

>wtf*?of'  /file  total  failure  of  all  Mr.  Pitt's  pkw  oa  the 
•nd  decline  ooutment,  and  the  vast  ascendancy,  which  Napo* 
leon  liad  acquired  by.  bis  late  conquest  and  treaty 
had 'filled  the  unbiassed  part  of  the  British  nation 
with  dissatisfaction  and  dismay :  and  once  im^ 
easting  their  longing  eyes  to  peace,  they  loudly 
ciied  out  for  a  change  in  hisM?yesty*s  ministers,  as 
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tbe  ODJf  mife  oi^atM  of  ajt^lttiog  it    The  lead^rig  J^ 
giemberf  of  tb^  QjpfmitiQn  qaet  at  Lord  AIb«- 
«)«dl«'^  to  <U«e«ss  4he  impfriou^  n^fcessity  ^f  |ia|:- 

l«rseveffed  im  by  Mr.  Pitt.  Mr.  F<«x  i^ote  d#- 
fMlfdljr  forpetq^  as  he  alivay^  had  d^ae  E^^en 
Ihe  war  fiaiity  camQ  in,  and  Mr.  Wiadhain  $pake 
warniiy  lor  peace,  and  tbeo^  for  the  first  time^  d€- 
chffed  ki$  abandoQmeDt  oi  the  pursuit  a£  the  war, 
a9  tt.ihuit  tbcoaceforth  be  directed  to  an  uoattaiii* 
9Me  object  Lond  Grenvitte  was  not  present,  but 
sent  bis  iwritten  o|)ifiioa  for  peace.  Mr^Fox  ttiere* 
«ipoa  hailed  the  <?OMOtry  upon  tl&eir  perfect  unani- 
mity for  a  M&  and  honcirable  peace.  .  So  confident 
^va^  tbeMtioa  of  Mr.  Pitt's  inability. to^^retaio  bis 
situation,  that  a  Hst  of  the  new-  ministry  was 
handed  about  on  the  day  of  that  meeting  of 
the  Opposition,  which  was  the  10th  of  January ; 
and  it  varied  slightly  from  the  subsequent  appoint- 
Q)«at8.  Froffi  the  precading^  Autumn  Mr»  Pitt 
hadmantfested  such  miecpiivocal  symptjmis  of  ra- 
pid decline,  that  his  physician  (Sir  Walter  Far- 
^uhar)  found  it  requisite  in  December  to  accom- 
paQy  him  to  Bath ;  not  so  much  for  tlie  l)enefit  of 
^e  waieni,*  as  to  withdraw  him  from  public  busi^ 
'^css,  and  the  insupportable  mortificfation  of  read- 
iiigthe  dispatdies,  which  Avere  daily  arriving  with 
)Jie  JiTOiiliating  accounts  of  the  failure  of  all  hi,s 
«|«tiu#Atfa  pJftA^r  Tj)eiM9rethinkiRg.Qf  hisoipn 
friends  were  sensible,  ^tliough  the}' ^shrunk  from 
avowijng;  .that  notwithstanding  lie  could*  kee|>  iii 
depressipn,  ami  refuse  freedom  to  his  Majesty^* 
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'^^  Irish  subjects  1>ytrahied  taajorities  in  Parliament, 
Botwithstandtng  the  prowess  and  experience  of 
British  seamen  had*  triumphed  over  the  enemy, 
*  yet,  as  arrogant  and  vain  men  ever  pride  tbera- 
selves  most  in  their  greatest  weakness,  so  Mr. 
V  Pitt's  huiniliatioD  at  the  total  feihireof  all  Uisc^cm 
ttnental  projects  pre}^  upon  and  depress  his 
spirits  more,  than  his  power  and  influence  iirtbe 
senate,  or  any  aid  of  medicine  or  application  of 
phitosphy  could  counteract.  The  dreadful  <catas- 
troplie  produced  by  his  measures  on  the  continent, 
stared  him  so  strongly  in  the  face,  that  fOT  the 
iirst  time  he  diffided  ifi  his  Own  oratorical  powers 
of  dtctama!tion  and  seduction,  and  shrunk  from  the 
thought  of  meeting  his  opponents  in  Parliament.* 

*  There  aever^was  any  persooal  copfideiice  or  congtniallty  of 
|i/inciple  or  sentiment  between  Lord  Nelson  and  Mr.  Pilt :  He 
claims^  tberefbre,  no.  other  share  in  the  ineniorable  victory  gain* 
ed  off  Trafalgar,  on  the  2Ist  of  October*  than  yielding  fin  this 
single  instance)  lo  the  pressure  of.  the  times,  hy  appointing  the 
immortal  Nelson  to  the  command  of  tfte  Uee^,^  in  prefeNnee  to 
any  of  bis  own  favourites  or  creatures* 

t  The  campaign  was  only  op«»ned  in  September,  and  Napo- 
kon,  with  the  velocity  of  the  eagle,  marched  into  the  heart  of 
Germany,  and  took-  an  Austnan  Army,  under  ^Generai  Mack^ 
prisoner  at  Ulm.  Oathe  2d  of  December,  he  gained  theft* 
nowned  victory.ofAusierlitz,  which  was  foUowedby'the  treaty  of 
Piesburgh,  signed  on  tUe  126ih  of  the  same  month ;  which  dis- 
solved the  new  confederacy,  and  blasted  Mr.  PliVs  last  hopes  on 
the  continent.  As  it  has  become  fatally  notorious,  that  Ireland 
has  been  brought  to  her  present  state^of  infelicity  «nd  depieuion 
Ify  the  system  of  Mr.  Pitt^  and  call  only  \k  raised  oat  of*  it  by 
Mowing  ipp  the  opposite  principles  and  liberal  fAicy  of  Mv» 
Fox,  the  eontra^t  of  the  opioioos  of  those  rival  statesmen  upen 
matters  of  great  state  policy  must  be  instructive  aijd  gratifying 
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Aii^bia . dtsmemberedy  Ru^na  debilitated,  Pnu»m  ^^f^ 
neutralized,  if  not  treacherously  goae  over  to  the 

to  every  well  wisher  to  Ireland.  When,  fn  the  preceding  June, 
Mr.  Fttt  proposed  a  general  vote  for  foreign  subsidies,  Mr.  Fox, 
with  that  iatoitive  knowledge,  with  which  he  wa^  pre-eniipentiy 
gitied,  warned  Aas^ria  against  the  risk,  and  his  o^tn  cocrniry 
agaittsi  th^^isastFOOs  coasequenee^  of  being  vanquistied.  His 
prophetic  words  are  too  awful,  and  stamp  too  deep  an  impression 
upon  the  Value  of  that  great  and  upright  man's  opinions,  to 
withhold  them  from  the  reader.  "  No  man  can  tell  what  will 
"  be  the  isstte  of  the  war.;^  But  when  we  look  to  the  past«  I 
**  would  atk,  with  what  rational;  hope,  with  nhat-  rational 
''  groand  of  success  can  such  a  war  as  the  last  be  entered  upon  ? 
''  Is  it  intended,  that  at  ^  pres^it  season  of  the  year,  when 
*'  Au^ria  is  unprepared,  any  operations  should  be  undertaken, 
'*  or  only,  that  every  thing  shall  be  prepared  to  carry  on  that 
'*  war  in  the  neaft  campa^.  If  Austria  move,  and  the  conse- 
'*  qutnce  should  be  (what  is  not  improbable)  a  sertoa$  disaster, 
"  what  would  become  of  our  hopes  of  continental  connections  ? 
"  Whai  of  the  liberties  of  Europe  ?  What  of  the  prospect  of 
"  setlittg limits  to  the  power  of  France?  A  power  justly  consi- 
"  dewed  ali«ady  too  formidable.  Under  such  circumstances,  and 
*'  with  this  knowledge,  it  becomes  wise  men,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
"  consider  well,  before  they  grant  any  money,  whether  the 
*'  chances  be  not  a  hundred  to  one  against  any  success.  The 
"  mmn&r,  in  which  the  matter  is  proposed,  weight  much  witbf 
"  mcr  Had  we  ronained  at  peace  (as  I  devoutly  wish  we  had) 
{f  and  ^t  Austria,  Russia  or  Prussia  had  applied  to  us  for  as« 
*^-sistari^in  ^Aexr  quarrel,  no  roan  would  be  more  retldythan 
**  myself  to  agree  to  the  grant.  But  vrhen  ^e  have  dashed 
M  singly  into  the  war  (and  as  was  argued  last  night)  for  th^  pur- 
"  pose  of  rpuzing  the  powjtnqf  Emope  by  pur  example  (which 
"  we  can, only  exhibit  in  cases  of  invasion),  that  puts  the  ques- 
**  tieiion  a  different  footing,  I  dislike  the  phrase,  io  tv^ze  Eu^- 
**  rcfe'i  because  the  attempt  to  do  so  has  just  the  effect  of  pro- 
'^dubing  #  disincltaaiidn  to  co* operate  with  us;  Every  oiie 
^  knows,  that  the  character  of  the  Britiish;  government  in  Eu- 
"  rcqpe  is,  4liat  it  is  actuated  In^  selfish  motwe$  in  imtigaiin^  Me 
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iM^^  enemy.     Hanover  lost  ta  the  King  #f  England, 
and  the  British  troops  too  late  in  the  field  to  ca^tse 

**  pwmr$  qf  /Ae  €Qfittafn$  tQ  War  far  Briiid  imktrmt$.  I  b«pe  this 
*«  i^  a  Ms*  opioiofi :  Uil  tf  Ake  mtempl  \»  io^ligste  t^e  powers 
^,  on  the  cootinr ot  tp  »  renewal  pf  b98iilifcie9»  wUla  iliasr  wiib 
<*  to  rernaio  «t  p^ace  (wMher  for  tho  pwpoit.of  regMtug 
«*  streyigtb^  recruitiiig  iheir  fioaacM*  pr  foi  wktiteTtBr  rr9Mm)  it 
«*  w^ll  i^lienate  til?  «(iectionft  of  £iirpp«  morr  and  nore  fponi  o% 
*^  If  Att9Uia  ^fnbfirk  alone  with  os  ip  Uie  "vran  sbe  oaanot  use 
<«  her  «9(ertions  with  adv«iitage  to  bewelf  or  ^^st  the  mfare^ 
'*  of  both  will  be  ifkiiii6ed>  cannot  h%  aopaif ted,  and  coase- 
"  queatly  neither  c^a  enjoy  the  fall  ben^  of  her  exertion. 
«^  This  \fk  a  fi^rounf)  wiih  me  for  thinking  the  retak  odnaei  faf  fa- 
'*  ▼oorabJe.  Austria  will  be  driven  to  toe  alternative  of  conelud- 
**  ing  a  treaty*  voder  the  same  cirotNostances  as  those  of  Le<^ea 
"  and  L<i»eyil|e>  and  to  submit  to  snch  teraaa  a^  France  shall 
'<  dictate.  For  it  la  contrary  to  att  experience  and  history 
**  to  suppose^  as  has  been  argued»  that  being  engaged  to  Russia 
"  and  £ng)aad»  she  should  be  .boond  to  l^old  out  to  fib  last, 
''  No  cotiptry  can  fay  any  treaty'  be  bound  to  its  deatroctiqn, 
'*  and  to  lie  down  under  ita  rain.  But  paf.  it»  that  Anstri*  shouM 
"  hold  out  to  the  last ;  might  not  that  cendud  endanger  the  total 
**  extinction  of  that  poy^er  in  £iiFope  I 
.  In  reply  to  these  warnings  Mr.  Pitt  urged  the  common  place 
ergomeat,  that  all  war  js  attended  with  risk  and  failure :  and 
lanetingly  asked,  if  all  the  poivers  of  the  continenty  for  fear  of 
making  tfaemselyea  worse,  were  to  4sabmk  1o  the  conlinoal  ag- 
greasioBS  of  France  ?  .  . 

-  JAt,  Foh  again  i;ose  and  said,  "  It  is  not  pt  mere  general  pos- 
*'  sibiliiy  (oi  lailure^  that  is  to  be  appehended  from  ronsingr 
'*  Austria  into  a  uew  contest ;  but  the  gneat  probabiltly,  ftom 
**  the  p^Cjuliar  circumstances  of  .thecasoi  thajL  Austi'ia  is  une* 
*'  qual  to  a  new  effort :  and  that  a  premature  effo^ty  so  likefy  to 
'f  fail,  may  at  once  put  an  end  to  the  hope*  of  iioiitang  the.  as* 
<'  ijendaoirjr  ^f  Freuce-at  any  future  period.  I  at^te^  last 
/'  oigbt,  ihat  the  cbaeoe  of  lose:,  in  this  ca^e,  apjai^ared  to  me 
«^  to  he  considerably  wore,  than  the  choice  of  any  advantage?. 
•>Thb  a|>p)i?d  also  .to  those  powers^  which  we  wish  to  instigate 
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any  important   divibsion  again^   the  enemy,    or     '^^^• 
reap  any  solid  advantage   to  the  country^  were 
facts  too  glaring  (o  be  discredited,  by  assertion,  ^ 

or  glossed  over,  by  the  magic  of  [delusive  and  lof- . 
ty  declamation.     The  minute  and  literal  vcrifica- . 
tion  of  Mr.  Fox's  recent  prediction  of  the  conse- 
quences of  forcing  Austria  to  her  ruin,  threw  him . 
into  a  sullen  (|esp&ir,  from  which  he  never  rallied. 
Of  the  two  prominent  supports  tp  his  tarnished 
administratidn,  Lord  Melville  was  then  pleading 
to  his  impeachment;  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
and  Lord  Castlereagh  had  returned  from  hisi  own 
country,  steeped  in  disgrace  and  contumely,  for, 
the  mfamous  ami .  foul  part  he  |iad  played  under, 
Mr.  Pitt  in  the  baleful  measure  of  Union.    Tbp. 
nature  of  Mr,  Pitfc's  complaint  baffled  all  the  arJt 
of  Physic,  and  be  was  conveyed  by  easy  jounjeys 
to  his  house  on  Putney  heath  near  London;  and 
because  he  had  not  appeared  to  suffer  much  from, 
the  fatigue  of  Ms  journey,  it  was  generally  report- 
ed, tlittt  he.was  no  longer  in  danger.     Hopes  even, 
were  tluown  out  by  his  most  interested  depend- 
ants, that  he  would  soon  r^ume  his  place  m  the 
House  of  Commons.     The  business  of  tlie  n^ 
tion  became,  however,  too  urgent  to  be  any  longer 

"  to  war.  .  As  far  as  I  am  informed  of  the  slate  of  Europe,  I 
"  believe,  that  if  Austria  coulil  be  f^llored  by  any  subsidy  we 
"  should  offer,    to  engage  in  a  new  toar  with  France^  sbe  would     , 
"  expose  herself  to  irx/r<?;/itf  peri/,  to  a  danger  far  beyond  (u^  chance 
*'  q/"  advantage,'*. 

What  still  unmeasured  evils  would  not  have  been  averted  from 
the  British  empire;  had  the  reins  of  goveromcni  been  then  trusted 
to  the  consummate  wisdom  ^nd  integrity  of  Mr.  Fox  ? 

vol.  II.  i         # 
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^J^^  deferred,  and  the  ^Pttrfittfceiit  iMtb  oti  tlm  fXHh  of 

Jatrukry^  180ft 
m^T^  After  the  Uletk  ha*  tead  hi»'M|jt«y's  coniBiti^ 
Ws'  siati  to  optti  the  P^fltMHeM,  the  Cbattceltor  *cadl 
^*^***  the  King's  Sp^dh  :  the  flwtfafrt  of  wbkli  was  a 
cotigratuliction  trhh  the  aatton  fer  the  briUia&t 
successes  at  sea,  ^iMt  they  tMare  last  asiseiiibted  in 
Pirllatneht,  lanttatitig,  that  the  triutnph  off  Tnt- 
falgarhad  been  clotided  by  the  faU  4if  the  heroic 
comMatider,  Under  whom  k  Wai^^ticfhierod.  Ub 
Majesty  teai  [persuaded,  that  they  trouidlcel,  that 
the  lamented/  but  glorious  terminattott  4Df  a  ieties 
of  tralisceiident  exploits  claimed  a  didlingahhed. 
ekpreslsibn  6f  tte  laHtin^  gmtiCude  of  bis  cdmitfy. 
Hb  Majesty  deeply  Ittttietited  the  events  of  the  wir 
^  in  Germany,  and  had  directed  the  diifbreot  trea- 
ties With  the  contiiietital  powers  to  be  laid  befomj 
hisParli^itiei)r€;  l!^  which  it-^»m]d  a^iear,  that 
nothing  had  beeh  left  undone  to  secure  the  domi*^ 
nions  6f  his  Majesty  and  th^  ^eiie«al  tai&ty  of  tht 
continent.  ItAvasa^reat  cdH^iolatian  to  his  Ma-^ 
jesty,  •  that  although  the  Emperor  of  Germany  liad 
lifcen  tompelled  to  withdraw  fr6m  the  contest,  jet 
he  continued  to  receive  from  his  angukt  ally,  the 
Emperor  of  ku^sia,  tiie  strotogest  issuranoes  of 
unshaken  adherence  to  that  generous  and  enlight- 
ened policy^  hy  which  he  had  hitherto  been  ac- 
ii^atedr  ami  they  would  be  fully  sensible  of  t|i& 
important  advantages  t6  fee  derived  from  perse- 
vering, at  all  time»-in  the  closest  and  most  irtti- 
mate.  connection  with  that  Sovereign^  His  Ma- 
*sty  relied  u{»on  the  r^ady   concurrence  of  his 
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faithfiij  Cowffipf^  in  .granting  tbe  swpplje^.    Aii4  yj^^ 
for  tlie  i^urTpQse  of  all^viatipg  th^^ddition^l  buif- 
<^leos,  which  nmist  necessavflj  be  imposed  upon  bis 
peop^  he  hfid  directed  thp  supi.  of  1,OOQ,QOO|. 
part  of  the  prQceeds  arising  from  the  3^1^  Qf  S4ch 
prizp$  jpade  on  the  power^i,  with  whidi  h?  waa  »t 
ivar  (Drai^^oi* Admiralty),  Rs.wfr^  by  la^r  vested 
in  the  Grown,  $o  be  ajpplicd  tp  J^  pi,ibUc  spry^ce 
of  the  j^CTft     Thje  Speech  coded  with  ^  gepj^r^l  ler 
caw»c»riafipu  of  aU  possible  vigilawc  a,nd  ex^r- 
tiou  tp  wet  tl^j^myr  whose  predoip^pant  pawpi* 
aqd  iii^ueQce  h^d  been  so  unhappily  exteiided  by 
the  evfii^ts  of  the  w*r  on  thp  continent ;  and  a  ge- 
nieial  i^nfidwce  ia  the  bir^very  and  discipline  of    ^     ^ 
his  fprqe^»  aad  tbp  zejU  a»d  loyalty  of  /every  class 
of  his  subjects^     Jt^tapd  w^  i^ot  even  obliquely 
hinted  fit. 

Upon  the  motion  for  (headflress  to  the  Crown  fhe^?!*" 
ineach  HoMse,  an  anieadrpent  w^s  proposed;  in^^^Sr^ 
the  Lord^  by  Earl  CQif  p^r,  ,afKl  in  the  Cottimdns 
by  Lord^Hpnry  Petty  ,(npw  Marquis  of  Lands- 
dovrn)*  to  express  the  deep' cppcern  fek  by  them 
ati  the  suites  of  di$aster«,  which  had  attended  the 
arips  of  ^s  Majesty '3  aUi^^^  0%  tl>e  continent,  ami 
I  their  detfruvination  to  proc^fid  without  delay  to 
enquire  into  the  cause  of  those  idis$^^tefji»  as  far  as 
■.they  naigbt  l)c  coni^cted  with  she  conduct  of  his 
jMajesty'»  nwpistprs.     ThM^.  ti>ey  were  perfectly 
sensible^,  that  tlie  alarming  and  une^camplfid  state 
.of  public  affairs  rendered  thejfljos^t  vigoiwisjsxer- 
tions  necessary  for  the  pre$wation;Of  the  Eoipire, 
.aud  they  fpU  it  theif  p^puliAf  dtity,.when  they 

1^  2     * 
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1806.  called  for  those  extraordinary  efforts,  to  provide, 
that  the  resources  they  furnished,  and  the  powers 
they  conferred,  might  not  in  future  be  so  era- 
ployed,  as  to  cncrease  the  perils,  they  were  in- 
tended to  avert,  and  to  aggrindixe  that  power,  to 
which  it  was  the  common  interest  of  all  Europe,  as 
well  as  of  Great  Britain  to  set  proper  limits.  Lord 
GrenviHe  in  the  Lords,  and  Mt.  Fox  in  the  House 
of  Commons  consented  not  to  go  into  debate 
upon  the  amendment  in  tire  absence  of  Mir.  Pitt ; 
they  laid  in  their  claim  however  to  an  early  day  for 
the  purpose,  hoping,  tliat  the  improvement  in  the 
minister's  health  would  not  long  be  an  objection, 
to  what  the  exigency  of  circumstances  imperatively 
demanded.  Lord  Mulgrave  assured  Lord  Gren- 
viHe, that  no  enquiry  could  b^  set  on  foot,  which 
his  Majesty's  ministers  were  not  perfectly  ready  to 
meet.  And  Lord  Castlereagh  with  all  the  assur- 
ance of  a  wise  and  irreproachable  minister,  set 
Mr.  Fox  and  his  friends  at  defiance:  cpnfident, 
that  no  charge  of  delinquency  could  be  brought 
against  any  of  his  Majesty's  servants,  which  he 
was  not  able  and  ready  to  disprove.  He  wished 
therefore  for  nodel^,  however  ardently  he  looked 
to  the  speedy  recovery  of  the  person  most  con- 
nected with  the  subject. 
I^th  of  Mn  Pitt  died  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  of 
the  SSd  of  January  1806.  He  is"  reported  tp  have 
been  sensible  of,  and  resigned  to  his  approaching 
dissolu^n.  In  has  latter  moments  he  atten^^pted 
(though  unable)  to  wiite  some  testamentary  paper^ 
but  observed,  that  he  had  nothing  to  dispose  of; 
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fearing,  that  he  owed  much  more,  than  he  pos-  i^^* 
sessed  ^.  His, biographer,  Mi.  GlfTard,  lias  thouglit 
it  necessary  for  cpmpletiDg  the  character  of  his 
hero  to  caution  the .  public,  ^^  not  to  ii^ferf,  that 
"  Mr.  Pitt  was  either  an  unsteady  or  indifferent 
"  member  of  the  established  church.  He  cer- 
*'  tainly  was  from  education,  from  principle,  and 
"  conviction  firmly  attached  to  it."  And  "  when 
"  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln  went  to  his  l>ed  bide,  and 
''  told  him,  he  found  it  his  duty  to  inform  him, 
"  that  his  situation  ha4  been  found  precarious, 
"  and  requested  his  leave  to  read  prayers  to  him, 
"  he  answered,  I  fear,  I  have  like  too  many  other 
**  men  negle<;ted  prayer  too  much,  to  have  any 
"  ground  for  hope,  that  it  can  be  efficacious  on  a 
"  death  bed."  If  to  repent  of  injuries  done  to 
others  be  a  Cliristian  duty,  Mr.  Pitt's  last  dying 
wordsj  furnish  ample  presumption,  that  he  did  not 
die  impenitent.  He  exclaimed  repeatedly  with 
emphasis,  truth  and  reason,  Oh  my  country  ! 

With  Mr.  Pitt  all  the  talent,  energy  and  credit  cons«. 
of  his  administration  had  vanished.     Yet  the  infa- Mr"pltt>8 
tuated  system  dreaded  nothing  so  much,  as  that****^^ 
bis  Majesty  should  call  to  his  councils  men  of  en- 
lightened policy  and  constitutional  principles.     Jn 
the  first  moments  of  dismay  at  the  loss  of  their 

*  The  nation  afterwards  paid  his  debts^  which  amounted  to 
40,0001. 

t  Giffard's  Life  of  Mr.  Pitt,  vol.  vi.  p.  ^53  and  800. 

X  So  Mr.  Rose  declared  in  the  debatei>o  Mr.  Lascelles  motion 
on  the  3Ut  Jan.  1806,  for  a  monument  and  inscription  in  West- 
minster Abbey,  in  commemoration  of  Mr.  Pitt. 
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]^^^  leader,  his  obsequious  s^leRitts  were  pressed -t6  re* 
tain  their  situations.  His  Majesitj*  ^^  advlserf, 
and  had  come  to  the  resolulion  6f  only  fflfiiig  up 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  dffath  bf  Mr.  Pitt. 
Lord  Hawkesbnry  \v^%  apfwwnted  First  Lbjtl  of 
the  Treasury,  and  retained  hrs  situation,  just  long 
enouo^h  to  hurry  through  the  forms  cf  offi-ce  a 
grant  to  himself  of  the  Wardenshrp  af  i\\tCl'nquc 
JPort^f  and  then  joined  the  rest  of  his  confreres 
in  declaring  their  incapacity  to  undprtake  the  dd- 
nirnistratioti  of  the  goverttrnent  under  sndi  awful 
embirl-assments^  On  the  day  after  Mr.  Rtt's 
death,  the  Duke  of  York  had  a  private  audience 
Svith  his  Majesty;  which  lasted  foitr  hoiiis.  On 
the  next  day  the  Chancellor,  Lords  Ellpnhoroiigli, 
iCamden,  Mulgrave  and  Hawkesbury  attended  a 
jCablnet  Council  at  Buckingham  Hopseprrthe  sub- 
ject of  the  changes  occasioned  in  the  gov^ernnient 
by  the  death  of  Mr.  j?itt.  On  the^$4th  of  Ja- 
nuary, Mr;  Lascelles  gave  liotic^  to,  the  House  of 
CommonSj  that  oil  the  succeeding  Monday  (€7th 
of  January),  he  should  move,  that  some  signal 
mark  of  public  respect  shouW  be  shewn  to  the 
inemt)ry  of  that  great  mau  Mh  Pitt.  On  that 
day  he  aCcordihgly  moved,  after  a  short  but  high 
panegyric  on  the  deceased,  tlrat  an  humble  ad- 
dress should  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  that  di- 
rections should  be  given,  that  the  remains  of  Mr. 
Pitt  should  be  interred  at  the  pviblic  pxpence,  and 
that  a  moDuii>ent  4iouJ[d  be  er(?cted  in  Westminster 
Abbey  to  the  memodry  of  tiiat  great  aj»d  esscellent 
Statesman,  with  an  inscription  expnessiye  of  the 
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seatimeut^  otf  tljp  p^fQpk  911  tha,t  jgreat  and  irrepa-  J^^ 
r^We  Iq^  ;    th(?  c?fpf  ppe$.    qf  which   the   Housp         -  ^ 
wouid.  majVe  gppdt     The  motion  was'  seconded  by 
the  M^rqvis  pf  TicbiSeldi  and  upon  the  division, 
c^jrriied  ^y  ^^8  agamst  Upr 

The  deWtfi  ^orj^th^v  converjsatiQnj^  whicl^  took  »*»teo« 
pj^qp  Ofli  Mr.  I^$ceUe3  motion,  w^s  partifularljyr  in-  thanks  to 
terestiog.    ^Mn  Fp:^;  aiid  his  fijeo^s,  \yhp  ojpij^osed^^'^*'^ 
it,  Qlj|ject?d  iiQt  tp  !^ie  public  f^heral,  and   the 
€iieptiQ^;i\pf  ja  jponiw^^l^  to  the  meinory  of  a^y  ex* 
traordin^j-y  man  of  talent  »nd  genju?;  but  by  ior 
judjcipii$Jy  iutradifciog  into  the  motion  the  word? 
E^SQi^lknt  (Stfltc^mari^  it  callied  upon  them  to  apr 
prPVie  apid  jpQoa^efjd  that  system  of  measures  pur^ 
sujed  bpr  My.  Y\V^  vvhich  for  the  last  20  years  aA4 
i^w^xds  they  hjwj  constantly  opposed,  as  de3tru9* 
tive  pf  the  w.elfar/t?,  an(d  spbyersiye  of  the  const^* 
tMtio^  ^f  the  CjW^i^try;.     Mr.  Fox,    who  seldopj 
op.efle4.  his.  ipoutl^,  but  to  enlighten  and  inform^ 
noippiy  ^ppjip  bapd^omely  of  his  rival,  bpt  mixe4 
in  hi^|speecbso.0[ieiiX5i,atter^f  peculiar  historical  im- 
portance.     Tjhe  Oi^tiop,    he  ^icj;  was  ijiuch   in- 
dehil;e4,  to  j>im  i^x  jb^e  ni^asu^  pf  the   sinking 
f^njd :  and  ^  noinist^r  was  ever  .mpr,e  disinterested!, 
as  far  as  xdated  to  pefyaniary  matters.    I^Jisjntp- 
grity  amd  nxod^^atio^  in  that  respppt  were  conspi- 
^uoi^s :  he  ^wa^  above  ^0  ypars  iin  oflS.pe,  with  the 
full  command  of  places  and  public  moiiey,  withoiit 
^i«g  .^hem  either  to  CArioh  himsplf  o^  his  family, 
I»  the  cpur3?  ,of  t^hat  long  aduninistratipn,  all  that 
l>e  twk  for  hipiselQ  w.as  the  Wardienship  of  the. 
Cinque  Fprts.    Hip  di?int«ftstue.s^  in  that  shone 
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1806.  with  the  more  lustre,  when  the  mode,  in  which 
that  valuable  place  had  been  recently  procured  (by 
Lord  Hawkesbu'ry)  was  considered.  He  would 
eagerly  have  concurred  in  any  thing,  that  could 
have  eased  or  rewarded  either  himself  or  his  rela- 
tives for  that  honorable  disinterestedness,  which 
may  have  brought  on  embarrassments,  or  prevented 
fair  advantages.  But  his  duty  and  conscience  pain- 
fully prevented  him  from  voting  ally  thing,  which 
went  to  confer  honors  on  Mr.  Pitt,  as  an  Excellent 
Statesman.  "  I,  said  Mr.  Fox,  was  always  one 
*'  of  those,  who  constantly  said,  that  the  system, 
"  to  which  Mr.  Pitt  lent  his  aid,  was  an  unfortu- 
"  nate  and  dangerous  system,  and  the  great  cause 
^'  of  all  the  misfortunes  and  calamities,  that  as- 
"  sailed  iis  in  the  course  of  his  administration.  It 
*'  was  owing  to  hirri  indeed,  that  the  system  main- 
*'  tained  its  ground  so  long;  His  great  eloquence, 
*^  his  splendid  talents  cast  a  veil  over  it,  andcon- 
*'  cealed  those  things,  which  otherwise  would  have 
"  been  exposed  in  all  their  odious  deformity.  I 
*'  cannot  consent  to  confer  public  lienors  on  the 
'  *'  ground  of  his  being  an  Excellent  Statesman  on 
"  the  man,  who  in  my  opinion,  was  the  sole,'icer- 
"  tainly  the  chief  supporter  of  a  system,  which  I 
"  had  early  been  taught  to  believe  a  very  bad  one ; 
"  and  the  result  has  finally  and  fatally  proved  it 
''  so  to  be.*  '    • 

Mr.  Fox  '       Mr.  Fok  was  incaja^able  of  deceit  either  in  pub- 
cSiTg  ^^^  ^^  private.     To  his  credit,  he  possessed  not  the 
Gxtnst\xt    ^^^  ^^  dissembling  his  principles.    With  industrious 
malice  has  it  been  circulated  by  the  real  enemies  oi 
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Mr,  Fbx  and  the  insidions  friends  of  Lord  Gren-  v,^^^ 
viile,  4faat  the  coalition  between  them  was  hollow 
and  insidious.  Mr.  Fox  did  not  even  affecl  to 
have  changed  a  single  principle  of  his  political 
creed  or  practice :  and  that  Jie  believed  I^rd  Gren- 
ville,  and  of  course  the  whole  party  of  the  Gren- 
veliites  sincere  in  coming  over  to  him  is  manifest 
from  his  candid  and*e?xplicit  avowal  on  tiiis  occa- 
sion. In  referring  to  Lord  Temple's  supporting 
tiie. motion,  lie  added;  "  Such  no  doubt  are  the 
**  sentimentis  entertained  by  those,  with  whom  he 
*'  is  most  closely  connected  (his  father,  the  Mar- 
*'  quis  of  Buckingham,  and  his  uncle  Lord  Gren- 
*^  ville).  I  must  now  then  vote  in  opposition  to 
'•  those,  whose  friendship  constitutes  the  delight 
*'  and  happiness  of  my  private  life,  and  from 
"  whom,  since  affairs  have  taken  such  a  turn,  it 
**  is  probable  /  shall  never  be  separated  during 
"  the  remainder  of  my  political  life.^' 

On -the  very  dav  of  that  debate  in  the  Com- ^<*socia- 
mons,  by  command  of  the  Kingj   Lord  Gren  ville  "^^a^- 
attended'  at  Buckingham   House,  where  his  Ma-  meot*. 
jesty  infbrmed'hihi,  that  he  had  $edt  for  him  to 
consult  about  the  formation  of  a  new  a<l ministra- 
tion.    Lord  Gr^ville  apprized  the  King,  that  he 
proposed  advising  with  Mr.  Fox;  to  which  his 
Majesty  replied,  ^I  thought  so  and  meant  it  so. 
Tlie  interviexV  did  not  last  above  half  an  hour. 
Immediately  upon  quitting  the  Royal  presence, 
Lord  Grenville  repaired   to   Carlton   House,  and 
had  a  conference  with  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  Mr. 
Fox.  His  Royai  Highness  interested  himself  much 
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J^^^  lu  the  formation  of  ti)e  n«w  admiQiatratipii;  not 
doublings  but  that  a  eoi^ceotratioB  of  tb^  lalent, 
virtue  and  experience  of  tlic  nation  would  ^flord 
satisfaction  to  the  Monarchy  gratifiqation  to  hi» 
people,  aiKi  security  to  the  ^ocistitutiott.  Much 
industry  was  used  to  indispose  iheMoi^arch  Itgaiost 
admitting  Mr«  Fok  into  the  new  arrangca^ent^ 
The  secret  support<;rs  of  the  system  w-^re  impla- 
cably sedulous  ih  poisoning  th^  Royal  mind  agaimt 
that  enlightened  ami  virtuous  patriot.  Thpy  dread- 
ed his  openness  and  6rmnes3.  With  (extreme  re^- 
liictance  was  the  King  even  now  induced  to  wave 
his  exclusion.  On  the  31st  of  January  were  the 
arrangements  formed,  and  on  the  next  day.  Lord 
Crcnville  liad  an  audience  of  bis  Majesty  at  the 
Queen's  House,  wl\en  he  presented  to  the  King 
the  names  of  the  persons  selected  on  account  of 
Uieir  talent^  and  coi^sideration,  as  proper  at  tliat 
alarming  juncture  to  compose  a  firi;n  and  wise  ad- 
ministration,. His  M^^srty  required  43  hours  for 
consideration.  Tlie  secret  manag^ers  ojf  ^be  system 
weiT  unusually  activis  in  <)ualifytng  and  ad^apting 
fhe  arrangecppi^ts  to  tbieir  present  designs  apd  ul- 
terior views. 
difficulty  n  Qi3  the  Ifit  of  Felfru^y.  serious  difl^cpl ties  were 
nacuts.  raise<i  abpiit  some  .  important  regulations  in  the 
army.  Wlien  Lord  GrenviHc  was  at  Buckingham 
House,  he  i^d  to  his  a^Iajesty  a  p^per  containiisf 
certain  intendal  pbanges    'm  the  army*.      The 

•  The  chief  of  which  waus,  the  fttUtching  a  military  coundl  to 
ihc  office  of  the  command«r  in  chief.  A  most  ssihitery  measure, 
tboug^li  not  very  gratifying  to.^be  iuAt^^  (he  ^J^ike  of  Yqx|f* 
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Kba^  irastlispltosed  :  and  inii&tdGr,  that  the  anny 
had  always  been  kept  dbtmct  from .  the   other 
Iiranthe^  of  the  administratiofi,  simre  the  time  o£ 
hi&  tiuBcle  the  Otike  of  Cttmberiatxd.    It  wafi  under 
the  immediate  cqntroul  of  the  Crown,  throngh 
the  commander  in  chief,  exclusive  of  any  ministe* 
rial  interference,  except  as  to  the  levying,  cloth- 
ing and  pa^yin^  the  troops.     Upon  Lord  Gren- 
ville'9  respetrlfitUy  fiubtnitting  to  \m  Maje^ty^  that 
tWs  doetrihift'^i^l  not  appear  to  hte  Alt»gef her  con- 
stilutiotlal,  the  conference   broke  off,  rather   ab- 
ruptly, and  reports  quickfy  circulated,  that  the  ne- 
gocis^tion  was  ^t  an  end.     This  gave  )  ise .  to ,  fresh^ 
negojciatton  ZfXiA  manoeavriiig  with  tiie  suf>pofter9 
of  the  system,  ^  Ftofti  the  death  of  Mr.  Pitt,  his 
Iloyal  Hlghniess  the  Duke  of  York,  Lord  Chan- 
cellor Eldon,.  and  lt.ord  FJawkesbury  had  frequent 
and  very  ioag  conferences  vy^ith  bi^  M^esty.  Upon 
their    results    dependetl    the    progress    of     the 
new  arrangements.     They  had  been  irititaidated 
into   resignatfbn   by  the   alarniing  danger,    into 
which  their  leader  h^  l^oi^iit  the  Empire.     They 
trembled  at  tfae  voke  of  the  nation  calHpg  for  an 
efficient  i^d ministration.     No  radical  change  was 
to  be  expected,  without  the  ijj^rbduction  of  Mr. 
Fox  into  bis  Alajesty'i^  Councils,  and  nothing  was 
so  mucU  dreaded  by  .the  system,  as  tl)e  approach 
df  that  vktttOttS  and  eniightcncd  Statesman  to  his 
.Sbvereigh.'    In  the  misrepresentation  and  black- 
ening of  his  principles  and  conduct  lay  the  strength 
of  th^  system  of  tlie  secret  .Cabinet.     It  had  never 
attain^  such  ftredoRUQa^cy^  as  under  thp  external 
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isre.  tnanagemenl  of  Mr.  Pitt  He  had  unconditton* 
ally  lent  himself  for  the  second  time  to  the  system, 
and  by  his  powers,  talents  and  craft  continued,  as 
he  had  for  many  years  to  conceal  from  the  public 
tile  workings  of  the  internal  Cabinet^.     An  ardu- 

*  It  is  clear,  as  day-light,  that  Tor  the  greatest  part  of  the  pre* 
sent  reign,  there  has  existed  in  the  management  of  the  British 
goternment,  a  power  behind  the  throne  greater  than  the  thn»e 
itself,  which  has  been  work^  by  intisible,  or  rather  imspotisi* 
ble  agents,  to  the  disgrace  and  detriment  of  the  constitution.  Of 
this  system  Mr.  Pitt  was  the  chief  supporter,  though  his  fifitber 
had  been  the  first  to  denounce  it.  The  recent  disclosure  of  im- 
portant facts,  has  furnished  more  than  historical  informatioD,  how 
much  LoVd  Eidoii  has  forwarded  that  secret  system.  Having  his 
Sovereign's  conscience  officially  in  hand,  he  ever  had  his  own. 
up<^  bis  tongue.  His  genius  wsis  in  perfect  unison  with  the  spi- 
rit of  the  system  :  busy,  resolute  and  ferocious  behind  the 
sbenes  :  Tacillating,  nervous  and  iadecisive  upon  the  stage.  It 
is  an  awful  reminiscence  to  the  British  Empire,  that  in  the  year 
1804,  as  it  has  lately  appeared  by  the  evidence  of  the  physici- 
ans,, taken  on  oath  before  the  Committee  of  the  I^ihJs.  in  Decern-. 
'  ber  1810,  from  the  12th  of  February  to  the  23d  of  April  180*. 
the  Kiag  was  not  in  a  state  to  perform  any  Royal  function  what- 
ever :  and  that  from  thsit  tim^  he  was  so  far  from  halving  been' 
completely  recovered  from  his  disorder,  that  he  remcuned  uinlcr 
the  daily  personal  attendance  of  Dr.  Symmons  and  of  his  as-, 
sistants  till  the  10th  of  June  ii^  that  year.  Yet,  said  Lord  Grey, 
in  debating  the  Begency  ,Bill  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  20tb 
of  January  1811.  *'  On  the  7th  of  May  ISO*,  at  the  time  his 
'•  Mf\iegty  was  thus  under  controu^,  the  union  of  the  two  grea* 
''•political  rivals  (Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Pitt,)  bad  been  in  con- 
"  templation,  but  had  b^n  prevented.''  A  short  statement  of 
that  transaction  will  shew  the  part  Lord  Eldojn  performed  in  it« 
1  he  other  atchievements  of  that  conscientious  holder  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's conscience,  during  the  period  of  the  Royal  incapacity  to 
exercise  the  functions  of  the  executive  are  bistoricaHy  authenti- 
cated  by  the  Protest  of  9  Peers^  whidtri^ts  not  upon  .opinion^* 
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ous  and  desperate  task,  which  none  of  his  jour-    i^^^ 
neyinen  were  equal  to.     They  reluctantly  thcre-^ 

bat  facts.    AtiA  asQ  voucher  for  those  facts,  it  is  hereuolo  sub- 
joined. .  - 

Oq  the  7th  of  May  1804^  when  the  Marquis  of  Staffiml  rose 
in  Che  House  of  Lords  to  nake  his  motion  according  to.  notice 
upon  the  state  of  the  defence  of  the  country,  the  Chancellor  had 
some  private  conversation  with  him,  and  then  addressing  the 
House,  he  assured  them,  that  ia  additioi^  to  his  former  reasons 
for  wishing  the  motion  to  be  further  postponed,  he  felt  it  hi^duty 
to  declare,  from  what,  came  withia  his  own  immediate  know* 
ledge,  that  circarastances  had  now  occurred,  which  rendered  the 
agitation  of  the  question  still  more  otyeciioaable  than  at  any  for< 
mer  period.  It  was  therefore  put  off  for  some  few  days  with  the 
consent  of  Lord  Stafiord.  On  the  same  day  in  the  Commons, 
when  Mr*  Fox  had  proposed  to  defer  his  motion  on  the  same  sub* 
ject  to  a  short  4ay^  Mr.  Rose  informed  them,  that  a  Right  Hon. 
Member  of  that  House  (Mr.  Piu)  had  received  his  Majesty's 
commands  to  lay  before  him  a  plan  of  a  new  admibistratiou  for 
bis  Majesty's  consideration^  On  that  morning  Mr«  Piu  was  ac- 
companied to  Buckingham .  House  by  the  Chancellor.  Mr.  Pitt 
was  closeted  with  the  King  for  three  hours :  the  Chancellor  left 
it  sooner..  Mr.  Pitt  on  that  occasion  consent^  to  accept  of  his 
former  situation :  and  he  undertook  to  submit  on  the  next  day  a 
pha  of  a  new  administration.  It  was  industriously  given  out 
and  universally  believed,  that  his  Majesty  had  been  advised 
jpecially  to  exclude  Mr.  Fox  from  the  list.  As  to  all  others  Mr. 
Pitt  had  a  car/e  ^/flTurAr. 

PROTEST 

AOAiffST  TtCe  RCJICTION  OP  LORD  KING^S  MOTION  FOR  OMI.TTIffC 
TBS  NAME.  OF  "  JOHN  LORD  ELDOH/'  AS  0N&  OV  HKR  MAJ^TY's 
COUNCIL. 

A^SSENTIERT, 

First,  Because  it  is  of  the  highest  importance,  that  in  the  ap* 
pointment  of  her  Majesty's  Council  the  public  should  have  every 
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iao5.     fore  yielded  to  the  unpei  ious  nece^ssity  of  declining 
the  attempt  from  con&cionsqess  of  their  absolute 

security,  which  previous  conduct  can  afibrd,  that  the  persons 
composing  tlie  same  will  net  act  under  »ny  undoelrfas,  .fank  that^ 
whilst  they  follow  the  course  prescribed  to  them  by  their  Aniy, 
for  restoring  his  Majesty  to  the  pofaJic  cKereise  of  the  J-oya!>f\inc- 
tiociB>  wheoevet  he  shall  he  in  a  cafMcity  1^  rAiNne  tkniin,  4ihey 
will  neither  expose  his  Majesty  to  the  danger  of  a  tooearfy  prea- 
tare  of  busuMSs^  nor  concur  in  represeotiMg  bis  Majesty  as  qua- 
lified to  act  ill  his  high  office,  before  his: recovery  skdl  be  com- 
plete. 

Secondly,  Because  tt  appears  by  the  evidence  fif  Dr.  Heber- 
den,  taken  on  oath  before  a  >Coa»nifUee  of  thts'  House,  ^  that  he 
was  finit  called  upon  to  aitend  his  Majesty  <>nibe  1(2th  of  Pebiii- 
aiy,  1 804 ;  that  he  believed  his  Majesty  presided  at  CouncU,  on 
the  2Sd  of  April  fallowing;  and  that  h^ shou^  V^oasider  the  in^ 
terval  iMween  those  periods  as  constitnting  the  duration  ef  hih 
Mfljesfty's  disease  at  that  tkne.^'  Yet;  aever^Mess,  itHippears 
from  the  journals  of  this  House,  that  between  the  t«i^  days 
ftbove-aiehtioned,  Johft  Lofd  JBIdon^  being  then  Lord  High 
Chancellor  of  Grant  Brilaiii,  did,  on  the  Sth  of  Wlareh*  1804; 
t^eeive,  and  tn  hisMi^t;^^  nami,  signify  hicT Majesty's  con- 
eenttoa  bili,  entituled,  **  An  act  to  isnable  hisr  Majesty  to  grant 
the  inheritance  mi  ' fee-simple  of  certaifi  nianers,*  messuages,  lands, 
tind  heredttafflietits,  in  the  perishes  of  Byfleet,  Weybridge,  Mai- 
liB,  WaliriHeigh,'a»wi[  Chertiey,  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  to  his 
Royal  Highness  Frederlck-Dalte  of  York  and  'Albany,  for  a  va- 
luable coHstdel^tfO'n  ;  and  that  he  ^M  also  put  the  OrezA  Seal  to 
a  commission,  dated  9th  March,  by  virtue  of  wliich  fiffteeti  bills 
received  the  Royal  Assent ;  as  well  as  to  a  commission,  dated 
March  23d,  under  which  seventeen  otRer  bills  received  the 
Royal  Ass*nt ;  although'  bis  Majesty  was,  at  that  ^me,  as  ap- 
pears <by  the-evMenee  tibove  recfted^  afflicted  by  a  malady  of 
the  same  nature  and  character  with  that,  which  has  now^'bcca- 
«iooed  a  suspension  of  the  Regal  functions. 

Thirdly,  Because  it  further  appears  from  the  same  evidence^" 
•"  ^^  after  the^«:i«J^  when  his  iVJajesty  was  MQ^ht  recpvired 
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batntity  *q  effect  it  Still  clinging  however  to 
their  deleterious  principles,  although  a  charge  of 
system  were  for  thcftiotiM^nt  to  be  adopted,  they 
exerted  their  widfced  |>owers  to  prevent  the  conr 
ceri,  «£fiQacy  a»d  dur»tic«  of  *he  new  arrange- 

a6 1»  b«  th\t  ioiUatlsatft  .business  at  dny  poriod  d€  sny  day,  he 
flkU  r^fiu»ec(  ^uc)i  fxic^rks  ^f  ifldk^ositiiai  about  him,  as  made  it 
expedient  that  5opi?  one  of  his  ph^'sicians  should  be  a^bout  his 
person  for  some  months  afterwards  ;  and  that  Dr.  Heberden  \^  as 
in  iaittendance  on  his  Majesty  so  late  as  the  end  of  October  ;*'  and 
it  was  ^ated  in  debate,  and  not  denied,  that,  during  this  tatter 
period,  and  paiticnlarly  on  the  10th  of  Jane,  1 804-,  wIkq  it  was 
understckKi  and  believed,  both  by  this  House  and  the  public, 
that  his  Majesty  was  perfectly  recovered,  his  Majesty  not  only 
continued  in  a  state^  which  tequired  medical  guidance,  but  that 
both  l)r.  Symmonft  and  his  assistants  were  still  in  attendance  on, 
tnd  possessed  a  cootrdul  ^?eir  hia  Majesty  ;  yet,  that  neverthe- 
less, while « his  Mfkjesty  w«s  still  subject  lo  such  personal  con- 
trouly  the  said  John  I^ord  Elden,  as  Lord  High  ChasiceMor  of 
Great  Britain,  did  receive  his  Majesty's  pleasure  on  divers  im- 
poilani  matters  of  his  Majesty's  Regal  Government,  and  did,  in 
virtue  <>f  bts  ^id  office,  perform  Various  poblic  acts  requiring 
the  sanalioa  Of  the  King's  authiNrity.    . 

Fourthly,  Because  John  Lord  Eldon  having,  so  conducted 
himself,  is  not  ,in  our  own  judgment,,  a  person,  to  whom  the  sa- 
cred trust  of  acting  as  one  of  her  Majesty's  Councif  in  the  care 
of  his  Majesty  %  person,  and  in  the  discharge  of  the  other  most 
impoitaatidutieg,'by  this  aCt  n>mmitte&to  the  said  Council^  can 
with  pvaptiety  -or  safety  be  c;omoiitted. 

CREY,  ROSSLYN, 

LAUDERDALE,  DERBY, 

Vassal  HOLLAND,  ashburton, 

SRSKINE,  '  P0]VSONBY,      ' 

-  PQNSONBY.  ima. 


••^oe. 
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.1806.     nients,  with  a  view  to  iheearly  resumption  of  their 
own  situations* 
The  new  tr-     On  the  3d  of  February  his  Majesty  once  more  sent 
!^TSS!'  for  Lord  Grenville,  and  read  to  him  a  written  pa- 
per, expressing  his  royal  consent  to  the  proposals, 
which  he  had  taken^  time  to  consider  upon  :  with 
^       a  special  exception,  that  no  change  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  army  should  be  effected  *  without  his 
Majesty  &  express  approbation.     The  inflexibility 
of  Mr.  Fox's  principles  under  all  possible  changes 
was  more  dreaded,  than  the  lately  (perhaps)  par- 
tially altered  policy  of  JLprd  Grenville.  The  King's 
mind  had  been  long  poisoned  against  the  former, 
though  the  royal  feelings  had  recently  been  rendered 
sore  at  some  changes,  and  the  newly  assumed  firm 
nessof  the  latter.     It  was  notorious,  that  a  radical 
change  of  the  whole  system  could  emanate  only 
fronj  the  principles  of  Mr.  Fox.    The  al)ettors, 
therefore^    of    the    old  system,    were  peculiarly 
anxious,  that  Lord  Greiiville  and  as  many  of  his 
friends,  as  had  worked  under  Mr.  Pitt  should  be 
included  in  the  arrangements/   As,  however,  it 
had  been  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  the  awful 
crisis,  in  which  the  nation  then  stood,  called  for  a 
concentration  of  all  the?  power,  talent  and  expe- 
rience of  the  country,  it  was  artfully  contrived, 
that  Lord  Sidmouth  and  his  insignificant  party, 
well  known  for  their  obsequiousness  to  the  system, 
sliouldbe  forced  upon  the  new. ministry,  with  a 
secret  commission  to  observe,  report  and  occasion- 
ally balance  the  foreseen  contests  between  the  Fox- 
ites  and  Grenvillites.     With  that  view  was  Lojd 
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Ellenboroiigh,  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  ^^^"^ 
Bench,  without  any  responsible  office  of  state, 
thrown  in  as  a  makeweight  to  the  Addington  par- 
ty in  the  cabinet.  It  is  observable,  that  not  a 
single  individual  of  Mr^  Pitt's  relicts  either  offered 
himselt^  or  was  called  upon  to  take  a  part  in  the 
broad  bottomed  administration  then  about  to  be 
formed*  of  the  superior  talent  and  virtue  of  the 
country,  to  meet  the  crisis. 


•  The  new  appointments  were ; 
Lord  Grenytile,  First  Lord  of  the  Treiwury, 
Ld.  Henry  Peliy,  Chan,  pf  the  Exchequer.  /      •      ,      -   , 
LordVVountAhhorpe  [       'xre^U 

Right.  Hon  Wiliram  Wickham  j  ^' 

James  Courtney,  Est]. 

Rt.  Hon.  C.  J.  Fox,  Foreign  Afikirs      \ 

£iari  Spencer.  Home  Departiaenk  >  Secretaries  for 

Rt  Hon.  V^m.  Wyndham,  War  and  Colonies.  3 
Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Qfcy 
Sir  Philip  Steevens 
Wiiliam  Markhakn 

Adm.  Sir  Charles  Morrice  Px>le    ^  tords  of  the  Admiralty. 
Sir  Harry  Neale 
Lord  WiiHam  Ru.ssel 
Lord  Kensington 

Hon.  Thomas  Erskine,  Lord  Chancellor. 
I^rd  Viscount  Sidmouth,  Lord  Privy  SeaU 
Karl  Fitzwilliam,  Lord  President  of  the  Council. 
Lord  £I!enborough/  Seat  in  the  Cabinet. 
Lord  Minto 
Earl  Spencer 


Mr.  Wyndham  T 


LordGrenville  t    Commissioners  for  the  manage- 

lord  Henry  Petty  f    ment  of  the  affairs  of  India" 

Lord  Viscount  Morpeth  I 
John  Hiley  Addington,  feq.  1 
Rt.  Hon.  John  Sulliyan. 

VOL,  II.  T 
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^^^^  So  thorough  a  chunge  had  not  been  mack 
tbroiighout  the  several  departments  of  thp  govern* 
jnent  since  the  year  1784.  But  all  the  secopdarie$  in 
the  .difiexent  offices,  through  whom,  in  fact,  fno$t 
of  the  public  hu^iness  is  tr^tosacted,  wei«  pennit* 
ted  to  cetain  their  situations.  They  having  been 
traiijied  to  their  situations,  little  aheratioa  was  per- 

Earl  Moira,  Master  G^enersd  of  the  Ordnance. 

Hon.  General  Eitzpatrick,  Secrelary  al  War. 

Sir  Arthur  Pigott,  Attorney  General. 

Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  Solicitor  General. 

Earl  of  Derby,  Chapcellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster. 

John  Hiley  Addingt^,  Esq.     J 

Messrs.  Calcraft  an4  Giles,  Secretaries  to  the  Treasury. 
I^rd  Buckinghamshire  .  ^^,^^  PostmasUr  General 

Lord  Holland  J  ■         ' 

Lord  Robert  Spencer,  Sair.  Gen.  of  Crown  Lands  and  I^f  ste. 
Lord  Charles  Spencer,  Master  of  the  Mint. 
Earl  of  Albemarle,  Master  of  ^he  Stag  Hounds. 
Mr.  Sheridan,  Treasurer  of  the.  Navy. 

FOR  IRELAND. 
Duke  of  Bedford,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 
Right  Hon.  William  EllioU,  Chief  Secretary. 
Bight  Hon.  Geo.  Ponsonby,  Cfeancelfor  of  Ireland. 
Sir  John  Newport,  Bart.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
Lord  Grenvilie 
Sir  John  Newport 
Right  Hon.  William  Elliott, 

Maurice  Fitzgerald,  Esq.  ^  Lords  of  the  Treasury. 

Sir  Laurence  Parsons 
William  Burton,  Esq. 
Henry  Parnell,  Esq, 

George  Cavendish,  Esq.  Secretary  to  the  Commissioners. 
W.  C.  Plunkett,  Esq.  Attorney  Gfneral. 
Charles  Kendal  Bushe,  Esq.  Solicitor  General. 
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efci^  in  ,  the  maiiAer,.:  dpirit  or  substance  of  ^s®^ 
9obg  thr<mgii  the  old.  rputioe  of  national  busi- 
aes$»  Notlnng  short  of  dire  uecessity  brought 
Mn  JBV^x  ibto  hi»  Majesty's  ooimciis.  He  bad  boI; 
changed  ai  single  pruioiple  froin  the  commeucefnettt 
of  hi$  policlaal  (ai^ir.  Every  objection^  eoi>$e^. 
qucntly^  that  bad  been  pat  into  his  M^eaty'sf 
mouth  against  him  (Bonaie  were  coarse,  all  un- 
fi>undec{)  had  then,  as  mbch  force^  as  at  any  period 
dwiag.'lns  long  prosori.pt ion  from  the  favour ^atid 
confidence  of  his  Sovereigtr.  He  came  in^  there- 
fore,  tiiuQtplmndy  upon  hi&  own  terms^  On  pa 
oceasion  did  Jm  patnotism  shine  with  mei^e  splen- 
did inHrity^,  than  oh  this.  !Np  man  was  ever  moro 
warmly  attached  to  bis  frieiMls  than  Mr.  Fox :  and 
he  had  several^  "who  had  faith fiiilly  stuck  by  him 
throiUgh  the  dreary  str^gglt  of  se  years  opposi^ 
tioQ.  Yet  so  intensely  was  he  bent  upon  procur?' 
ing  peace  for  his  c(w*ntFy,  which  was  the  neeessa* 
prelude  to  internal  reforim,  that  he  sacirfiped  the 
place  of  First  Loixl  of  the  Trea&ury,  with^allits 
patPQbage,  to  that  of  foreign  Secretary^ ,  which  ho 
conoeived  would  afford  him  more  immediate  ^aci^ 
Uties  of  bringing  it  abQut4 

Amongst  the  earliest  parliamentary  proceedings  ^^^ 
pn  the  dbangeof  the  ministry,   which  in  any  way;object8  to 
related  to  Iictlaiadf  must  be  noticed  Mr^.O^Hara'snours  to 
spiriled.'OJ^eetioii!  to  Lmd  Castlerea^i's  vote  for  vaiiis, oiT' 
momiihental  ban  ours  to  Marquis  CoiWaHis,  wlK>thrunU)n.^ 
dicdinJndi^'    He  opposed  the,  motion,  because  ho 
eoiild  itf)t  with  con$isiten^y  vote  funeral  honours  to 
aina%  A^bo  had  brought abput  the  Unioabetween 
T  2        , 
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1805.  Great  Britain  and  Ireland;  with  regard  to  which 
he  trusted,  that  some  time  or  other  it  would  come 
under  the  consideration  of  that  House ;  and  if  it 
were  not,  as  he  hoped  it  would  be  utterly  rescind- 
ed ;  it  would  at  all  events  lie  considerably  modi- 
fied, and,  if  possible,  ameliorated.  Upon  this  in- 
teresting subject  Mr.  Fox  declared,  that  he  con- 
curred with  the  motion ;  for  that  the  words,  in 
which  it  was  expressed,  did  not,  in  imitation  of  a 
late  precedent,  assert,  that  the  object  of  it  was  m 
excellent  statesman.  Although,  however  he  sup- 
ported the  motion,  yet  he  agreed  with  Mr.  O'Hara 
in  characterizing  the  Union  as  one  of  the  most  rfw- 
graceful  transactions^  in  which  the  goverfiment  of 
any  country  had  been  involved. 
Repeal  of  ^  In  consonance  with  this  marked  reprobation  of 
that  fatal  measure  of  Union  by  the  most  enlight- 
ened and  irreproachable  member  of  the  new  ad* 
ministration,  several  of  the  corporations  of  Dub- 
lin formed  meetings  to  prepare  [)etitioDs  to  the  le- 
gislature for  the  repeal  of  the  Union.  Of  these 
the  company  of  stationers  at  their  hall  in  Capel* 
street  gave  the  example,  by  appointing  a  respect- 
able committee  of  nine  to  draw. up  a  petition  to 
repeal  the  act.  At  a  future  meeting,  however, 
they  tame  to  a  resolution,  that  not  to  embarrass 
his  Majesty's  administration  with  a  matter  of  so 
much  importance,  as  the  consideration  of  a  repeal 
of  the  Union,  they  then  declined  framing  a  peti- 
tion to' Parliament  for  that  purpose.  ^  Within  sonic 
lew  days,  Mr.  Alexander  called  upon  Mr.;  Fox  for 
an  exj>lHnation  of  wliat  he  was  rei>orted  to  have 
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lately  said  concerning  the  Union.     Such  an  opi*  y}^\ 
nion  publicly  delivered  by  a  person  in  his  official 
situation  had  given  rise  to  many  conjectui-es,  and  ' 
had  produced  considerable  agitation  in  Ireland :       ' 
and  it  was  highly  important,  that  the  public  mind^ 
shouki  be  Htt  at  rest  upon  the;  pohit.     Rf r,  Fo)s  ^ 
conceived  he  had  spoken  very  intelligibly:    but 
he  never  refused  explanation*      He  adhered   to 
eveiy  syllable    he  had    uttered   relative    to    the 
Unioti,   upon  the  motion  for  funeral  honours  to 
Lord  Cornwallis.     JBut  when  he  bail  reprobated  a 
thing  done,  he  said  nothing  prospectively.     How- 
ever bad  the  measui'e  had  been,  an  attempt  t6  re- 
peal it  without  the  most  tirgcnt  solicitation  from 
the  parties  interested  should  not  be  made,   and  hi- 
therto none  such  had  come  within  his  knowledge. 

Dr.  Duigenan  moved  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  en-  population 
forcing- the  residence  of  the  established  clerg}^  uy.**^*"^" 
and  Mr.  J.  Fitzgerald  for  ascertaining  the  popu- 
lation of  the  country.  He  judiciously  observed 
that  to  be  a  grand  desideratum  in  politicail  econo- 
my, whether  considered  as  to  its  physical  force, 
its  agricultural  produce,  or  its  financial  relations. 
This  has  ever  been  a  sore  point  with  government. 
Whatever  the  cause  may  be,  the  effect  is  observa- 
ble to  eveiy  one,  who  throws  an  impartial  eye 
over  the  population  of  IrAind,  with  a  reflexion  of 
what  it  amounts  to,  and  a  compamtrve  reference 
to  it  in  the  short  space  of  the  last  25  years. 
During  this  time  the  most  moderate  statistical  ob- 
servers admit  the  population  to  have  been  cncrcas- 
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J2^  ed  by  above  one  thifd;  aiid  'thW:  w^l  give  ^u  ag- 
gregate of  9'bout  7^000,000. 
iSteSid*'     ^^  Dublin  tbe  Term  Grand  Jury  i>r^enlied  an 
tbepiving  address  to  Lord  Hafdwkjke,  expressing  tbisiv  regrci 
at  his  departure  ftom  tlie  country*    Ar^drewe^  dkl 
not  flow  in  fropo  otber  public  bodies :  M*l>Ath;  was  a 
disappointment  to  the  Castte,  tnd  particularly  to 
Mr.  A.  Marsilen,  the  projector,  adviser,  and  ac- 
tive instrument  of  noost  of  the  Atchievements  of 
that  hollow  government.     Tbe  citizens  of  Dubiia 
had  long  complained  of  the  insufferable  abases  of 
the  Comn3i.<^sioners  of  the  pavibg  board,  unbo  had 
permitted  the  streets  and  passages  in  the  city  to 
ruh  into  such  a  state  of  filth  and  deq^y,  as  to  re&* 
der  the  intercourse  of  tiie  inhabitants  ^9t  merely 
a  service  of  labour,  but  of  absolute  daikger.     Tlie 
act  of  Parliament,  which  gave  to  the  Jjord  Lieu- 
tenant, authority  to  suspend  the  dii^ctovs  and  com- 
missioners of  the  paving  corporation^  received  tbe 
Iloyal  Assent  on  the  10th  of  the  preoading  Jqly. 
For  above  seven  montli^s,  and  that  throughout  the 
Winter,  the  whole  body  of  delinquency  was  con- 
tinued at  their  post :  and  tl\e  public  received  bo 
benefit  from  the  act  of  the  legislature.     When 
howei^er  Lord  Hardwicke's  SiMcce^SQr  had  been  ap* 
pointed,  and  he  was  ixi4*ily  expeotatipn  of  quit- 
ting his  government,  v}§.  on  Sajt^t^rdfty  the  j^Sd  of 
February  1806,  Mr.  A.  Maxsden  in  m  ojfficiat  let- 
ter by  command  of  bis  Exoell^ncy  suspended .  tbe 
whole  of  the  old  directors  and  conuaaissi^rier*.  Five 
gentlemen  were  appointed  p?  act  hi  the  joom  of 


JdministrdfiM  ^  £v  ffhi^i^itke  uMer  Mr.  Pitt.        &79 


the.cttm*v«M6i*rS*,  ania  tifey  etitered  upon  liurf-,^^i^ 
ness  alt  the  ^orpofation-  honate  ft^' Ifewsdn-sti-eet  oti 
the  Monday  foilow!i^g.t    Weafely  ^as  it  tftiHgiricd, 
that  this  pidcrtai^ilmttdt  act  of  Arty  attd  jti^tide 
would  reflett  a  fsf  of  iherH  otr  the  dkj^rring  adttii- 
tiistratioti  6f  Lord   HarcNvtcke,  antj  ckll  fbrtli  u 
more  doiigratiilatory  spirit  from  the  natioti  fbf  tire      v 
benefits  of  his  mild,  comrinisitory  and  just  govcm- 
ttttfit.    The  eyes  of,  the  pwbRc  were  now,  tUTHed 
vritb  toiyfidettt  expectancy  towards  the  new  ap- 
poivitments,  aiad  thd  deeds  of  the  departing  go- 
vernor Were  bafenced  without  tlie  make  weights 
of  flattery,  fea,r,  of  hope. 
Tlie  Irish  had  s<^  long  been  kept  out  of  posses- ^»"ttra't« 

-    .  r,  t         /•  <•         .  ^    ^.    of  the  new 

sion  m  the  great  sjlfe  guards'  or  consmutttiiial  h-minigti7. 
herty,  the  bulk  of  their  population  had  so  repeat- 
edly been  baffled  in  their  expectations  of  being 
emancipated,  every  successive  mini^iter  of  Mr.  Pitt's 
designs  upon  Ireland  had  so  determinately  pro- 
nounced their  perpetual  proscription  fiora  equai 
laws  a6d  rights  with  their  Protestant  ccmnttymex\, 
and  so  efffectually  opposied  their  eflforts  to  be  ad- 
i^itted  to -such  participatibtt,  that  rtiey  eagerly 
caught  the  first  dawn  of  hope,  that  a  change  of 


*Tbe  new  appoint- 
in  e  tits  were, 
Aldermun  Carl^ton, 
Afderman  Button/ 
AIJ."  I^emberton, 
Alderman  Darley, 
SherifPs  Peer, 
D'Olier, 


The  suspended  i)i- 

Tectbr^were, 
'  Lorddlb  Btaquiete, 

Mi-.  Tifiurgh, 

Mr.  R.  Cane, 

Mr.  ^.C.  Biercsford^ 

Lord  Franlsford, 


.    Tlie  suspended 

Com.  were, 
Mr.  H.  Mitchell, 
Mr.'R.Alcx,  jun. 
Mr.  R.  Cane, 
Mr.  W:  J.  Alex.. 
Mr.  J.  M^Ormsby, 
'  Mr.  S:  Ormsby^ 
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/y^  men  was  intended  to  brii^  about  a  tota}  change  of 
system.  Before  the  new  Viceroy  wad  prepared  to 
set  out  for  his  government,  two  circumstances  oc- 
.  curred,  which  inspired  the  Irish  with  an  enthu^as- 
ticxonfidence  in  the  new  ministers.  Tlie  Irish  are 
naturally  prodigal  of  credit,  \v1)ere  they  anticipate  . 
confidence.  On  the  7th  of  March  the  act  for  sus- 
pending  the  habeas  corpw  had  been  permitted  to 
expire  without  any  attempt  by  government  to  con- 
tinue or  revive  it.  Thereupon  the  several  goals  in 
Irelslnd  were  xieared  of  all  those  State  prisoners, 
who  could  bear  the   expences  of  habeas  corpus^ 

and  who  had  been  confined  there  for  two  or  three 

« 

years  under  tlie  inquisitorial  powers  of  that  de- 
spotic suspension.  The  restoration  to  society  of 
many  respectable  and  popular  characters,  dignified 
by  unmerited  sufferings,  spread  a  sympathetic  glow 
of  exultation  through  the  people,  which  broke 
out  into  an  eagerness  to  hail  the  new  governor  as 
their  deliverer,  and  stifled  all  efforts  to  procure  va- 
ledictory addresses  to  the  departing  Viceniy,  who 
Jiad  so  long  kept  them  in  bondage.-  The  iiiJ^tanta- 
^  '  peous  removtil  of  Lord  Jledpdale"*  from  hissitua- 

•  On  the  4th  of  March  1 806,  Lord  Chancellor  Rcdesdale  sat 
i  I]  Court  for  the  lasttiroe,  ^nd  when  the  business  of  the  day  was 
over,  he  addressed  the  gentlemen  of  the  Bar,  which  w'as  nunie- 
rously  attendied  on  the  occasion.  J^ie  told  theni,  (hat  >vhen  be 
came  over  to  Ireland,  he  thought  he  should  probahly  have  spent 
the  remainder  of  hb  days  there,  ^'  1  proudly  hoped  to  have 
**  lived  amongst  you,  and  to  h^^ve  d^ied  amongst  you  :  but  that 
*'  has  not  been  permitted/'  His  Lordship  then  expressed  his 
f^eose  of  the  obligsitions  he  owed  to,  and  acknowledged  his 
shanks  for  the  conduct  of  the  gentiemed  of  the  J3ar ;  and  also  of 
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tion,  even  before  liis^  successor  had  arrived  in  Ire-     ^^^^• 
land,  infusetl  incalculable  satisfaction- throughout 

the  officers  and  pra^ticers  of  tlie  Court.  His  Lordship  was  much 
a;;itaUrdy  and  sbed  tears  profasely  :  after  a  short  pause,  he^^coo* 
tiiiued.  *'  It  would  have  been  my  wish  U>  ha^e  contiaaed  to  sit» 
"  until  rhe  gentleman^  who  has  beeo  named  to  succeed  xne, 
"  should  have  arrived.  I  believe  ft  was  his  wish  also.  1  liave 
"  every  reason  to  think  so :  and  from  him  I  have  received  every* 
''degree  of  polkenesl  and  attention.  I  ani  sorry,  that  other 
'*  persons  should  have  tlKMjgin  me  unworthy  to  be  trusted  with 
"  the  Seal  durinj^  that  inlervaK  What  can  occas^ion  this  (whjch 
"  I  oannot  but  consider  as  a  personal  insult)  I  am  unable  to 
'^  guefts.  But  I  have  been  informed,  that  a  peremptory  order 
*'  ii^s  come  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  not  to  suffer  a  moment  to 
"  elapse  in  prevenlintv  the  Great  S«arl  longer  remaining  in  my 
"  hands.  1  know  not  whence  this  jealousy  of  me  has  arisen*  or 
"  how  my  continuing  to  sit  in  the  Court  of  ChaDCi^y  (lor  I 
"  could  make  no  other  use  of  the  Great  Seal  but  under  the  w»r- 
"  rant  of  his  Excellency)  could  interfere  wiih  any  views  of  his 
"  Majesty's  ministers',  f  am  proudly  conscious  of  having  dis- 
'^  char«;«d  the  duties  of  my  station  with  honesty  and  integrity 
"  to  the  utmost  of  my  abilities.  For  the  plfice  1  care  not ;  ex* 
'*  cept  80  far,  as  it  afforded  me  the  opportiinity  of  discharging 
**  conscientiously  an  important  public  duty.  It  was  unsought 
"  for  by  me  1  cj^me  here  much  against  my  will.  I  came  from 
*'  a  high  situation  in  England,  where  1  was  living  amongst  my 
"  old  friends,  and  in  the  midst  of  my  family.  But  I  was  told,  I 
"  owed  it  to  the  public  duty,  and  to  private  friendship  to  accept 
"  the  ofTicc,  and  I  yielded,  I  yielded  to  the  solicitations  of 
''  some  of  those,  who  have  concurred  in  my  removal.  This  I 
"  own,  is  vvhat  I  did  not  expect,  and  what  1  was  not  prepared 
"  to  bear.'*  His  Lordship  was  here  again  much  affected^  even 
to  tears.  He  then  made  general  oilers  of  his  services  to  Ire- 
laml:  and  considering,  how  vehemently  he  had  both  in  word 
and  writing  ej^pressed  himself  with  reference  to  the  body  of 
Irish  Catholics,  and  their  wishes  an^  eflbrts  to  be  admitted  to  an* 
^^\  participation  of  all  constitutional  rights  with  their  fello\v 
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1806.  every  rapk  of  the  Catholic  popubt'toQ^  which  ht 
had  so  coarsely  and  anfbundedlj  iasuUed  and  tra- 
duced.  Tliis  early  and  marked  removal  of  Lord 
Bedesdale  was  a  acasonable  atpneiiiient  to  the  in- 
sulted feelings  of  the  Irish  Catholics,  and  was  re- 
ceived by  them,  as  an  earnest  of  the  new  ministers 
adopting  a  new  system  of  measures,  calculated  to 
secure  the  internal  peace,  welfare,  and  prosperity 
of  Ireland.  Tlie  united  efforts  of  official  isLVowr- 
ites  and  a  purchased  press  could  not  at  llie  close 
of  Lord  Hardwicke's  five  years  administration  keep 
up  his  popularity  even  to  that  pitch,  as  to  procure 
him  the  ordinary  obsequies  to  a  departing  governor. 
The  attendance  even  of  his  favoured  yeomanry  of 
Dublin  was  solicited  to  perform  the  last  honor  to 
the  Ex-Go vemar,  and  was  refiised  in  the  first  in- 
stance. Out  of  all  Ireland,  addresses  on  his  de- 
parture, came  only  from  Dublin,  the  county  of 
Mayo,  and  the  loyal  Crosdmolyna  cavalry*    His 

fOufrtrymen,  he  made  this  singular  declaration.  **  To  this 
•'  country  I '  have  the  highest  sense  of  obligation.  I  do  not 
**  kaow,  that  in  a  single  instance,  I  have  experienced  an^  thing 
•*  but  kindness.  I  have  experienced  it  from  all  ranks  of  people 
**  without  exception.**  After  his  Lordship  had  finished  his 
speech,  the  Attorney  General  in  the  name  and  by  the  directioo 
of  the  bar  addressed  his  Lordsbrp  in  a  short  speech*  eicpresslTe 
of  the  sense,  which  the  bar  enleitamed  of  bis  Lordship's  eft- 
dowments,  which  preeminentfy  qualified  him  to  preside  in  a 
.Court  of  Equity,  and  of  their  thanks  for  the  impartial  attention, 
sagacity  and  patience,  which  he  had  uniforobry  manifested  on 
alt  occasions,  and  for  the  instruction^  which  they  had  received 
from  a  course  of  decisions  during  four  years,  by  which  be  bad 
much  advanced  the  science,  which  they  professed. 
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Lordship  sailed  from   the  Pidoreon-house  on   the     *^06. 
31^t  of  March.     During  his  residence  there  for 
two  days,  he  kept  his  Coiirt  with  the  same  eti- 
quette and  form,  that  he  had  preserved  at  Dublin 
Castle  during  his  whole  administration. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


Admimstration  of  th€  DUKE  of  BEDFORD. 


X  HE  change  of  admiaistratlon,  gneat  as  it  was 
ia  the  upper  departments  of  government,  was  not  ^J!^ 
attended  with  the  impressive  effects,  which  it  was  General  n.- 
naturally  calculated   to  produce   upon  the  Irish  Bedfo«i  ad- 
iwblic.      Although   Mn  Fok's  impassioned  wish"<^**^ 
for  peace  had  induced  him  to  accept  of  that  official 
department,  which  would  most  immediately  sup- 
ply him  with  tlie  means  of  procuring  it,  yet  was  it 
the  first  policy  of  his  colleagues  to  usher  in  their 
administration  with  some  oveit  and  important  acts 
of  Mr.  Fox,  in  order  to  procure  a  credit  from  the 
Irish,  that  the  future  system  of  government  was 
to  be  modelled  exclusively  upon  the  enlarged  po- 
licy atid  immutable  principles  of  that  enlightened 
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ifi06.  patriot  The  importance  of  Ireland  in  the  vacil- 
lating state  of  the  British  Empire  supereminently 
called  for  his  genuine  advice.  No  radical  change 
of  system  could  be  expected,  with  any  r^ional 
confidence  either  from  Lord  ©renvitte  or  Lord 
SidmDuth.  His  first  concern  was  to  place  the  go- 
vernment of  that  uiiiguidgj  and  abused  part  of 
the  United  Kingdom  in  the  hands  of  a  man,  whose 
liberality,  honor  aiKl  in^gritjic  would  render  him 
equally  impervious  to  the  overbearing  mandates  of 
British  predominaury,  and-tlieki^idious  manoeuvres 
of  Castle  intrigue*  The  honor,  patronage,  and 
em^tiKBeiit^  ©f  tlie  Irish  Viceroyalty  had 'many 
competitors.  The  very  solicitation  of  the  office 
was  an  objection  to  that  immaculate  Statesman's 
granting  it.  Sensible,  tftartfl'e  reform  of  abuses 
could  now  only  proceed  from  the  Imperial  seat  of 
govero:mcnt^  his  first  concern  was,,  to  filltlia  im- 
pprtant  station  with  a  man,  who  he  personally 

-^'  '  -  confided,  would  ^  neither  continue,  nor  encrease 
abuse.  When  the  oiFer  was  first  made  to  the 
Duke  of  Bedford,  he  rearolutely  declined  it.  Mr. 
Fox,  whose  wisdom  and  integrity  had  their  due 
sway  upon  his  Grace's  mind,  was  driven  to  en- 
treaty and  personal  supplication,  before  he  could 
be  induced,  even  conditionally,  to  accept  of  the 
charge.  In  making  such  a  sacrifice  of  e\'ery  per- 
sonal feeling  and  consideration  to  the  wishes  of 
Mr.  Fox,  whose  opinion  he  had  ever  made  the 
rule  qf  h|s  political  conduct,  his  Grace  coupled  it 
with  a  condition  WeH' suited  to  his  pure  and  ex- 
alted mind.     He  submitted  to  the  onerous  charge, 
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provided  his  friend  would  e?&e  bim  of  th^  respon-  J^^ 
sibility  of  dispeming  tbe  gwe  and  patronage  of 
the  government,  amongst  thq^,  to -whose  merits 
he  was  a  stranger,  and  suggest  appropriate  noiea-r 
^iires  for  the  welfare  of  the  Irish  people,  wbofiie  in- 
terests i^nd  felicity  be.  wished  to  pjromote,  profe^^ 
ing  Jit  tbe  s^me  tim^  his  ignorance  o(  the  imme-^ 
diata  means  of  $ecuriiig  them,.     AseureHig  .  with, 
well  founded  confideqee,  that  Mr,  F<?k's  intuitive) 
knowledge  ^f,  and  cQidial  affection  fo^  tlie  cousti^ 
tution,  wQttld  ensure  hi;5  sinperqst  eflfortsi  in  fa\^ot 
of  Ireland,  he  as$Mj[ned  the  government  upon  the 
avowed  mission  of  effectuating  the  beneyoient; 
views  of  that  enlightened  and  hiun?xie;Sjtatesi»iao^ 
The  unsiuspicious  candor  of  Mr.  Fox,  .w^s  .tba 
only  political  defect  (if  that  amiable  quality  ean^ 
becalie<l  defect)  in  his  clw-racter.     He  put  no  »e- 
serve  upon  thfe  sincerity,  of  others,  asl^e  felt  no 
check  upon  his  own.     He  knew  not  iww  to  diffide 
iu  tlie  words  or  actions  of  those,  who  coalesced 
with  him-     He  ga\:e  tl>em  unqualified  credit  for 
principle,  by  which  h^  invariably  shaped  his  own 
conduct.     Under  these  impressions^    be  depute4 
tba^  confidential  discretion,  in  which  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  had  accepted  of  the  viceregal  charge  to 
some  of  his  colleagues,,  who  migh^  properly  be 
callcil  a  British  committee  for  managing  th^  af- 
fairs, interests,  and  patronage  of  Ireland.      With 
imitative  sympathy,  his  Grace  acted  under  that 
deputation,  as  the  fajthfid  organ  of  Mr.  Fox's  senti- 
ments and  feelings.     Mr.  Fox  laboured  exclusively 
forthe  attainment  of  peace,  which  he  considered  the 
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I8C6.  tiecessnry  forerunner  of  reform,  and  otlier  projected 
benefits  to  his  couutr}*.  But  the  impaired  state  of 
lus  health  slackened  his  exertions  even  as  foreign 
minister. 
First  acts  of  After  the  arrangements  of  the  new  ministry  had 
adniioittn.  been  finally  settled,  the  only  act  of  government  m 
Ireland,  that  was  traceable  to  the  personal  influ- 
ence of  Mr.  Fox»  was  the  insfant  removal  of  Lord 
Iledesdale  from  the  chancery  bench.  It  was  an 
inchoate  act  of  justice  to  the  great  body  of  the 
Irish  population,  to  put  an  early  and  unequivocal 
mark  of  reprobation  on  the  man,  who  had  ca- 
lumniated and  insulted  them  with  an  ignorant  and 
malignant  bigotry,  which  has  not  been  exhibited 
on  any  European  theatre  for  centuries.  This  was 
emphatically  the  act  of  Mr.  Fox;  and  unhappily 
for  Ireland,  the  only  one  of  the  Bedford  adnlinis- 
tration,  which  emanated  purely  from  his  spirit  and 
principle.  Had  the  long  habits  of  friendship  and 
I  sympathies  of  Lord  Grenville  and  Lord  Sidmouth 
*  prevailed,  even  in  this  solitary  instance  over  the 
stern  virtue  of  Mr.  Fox,  it  is  likely,  that  the  great 
seal  of  Ireland  would  have  been  at  this  hour  in  the 
hands  of  that  weak  and  mischievous  religious  agi- 
tator. The  necessary  consequence  of  the  Whig 
preponcleranoy  in  the  cabinet  in  this  matter,  was 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Ponsonby  to  succeed  Lord 
Iledesdale  on  the  chancery  bench.  His  long  tried 
services  in  the  cause  of  Ireland,  and  his  powerful, 
though  unsuccessful,  exertions  in  opposing  the 
system,  naturally  transfused  through  the  whole 
Catholic  body  the  confident  expectation  of  anini- 
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mediate  and  radical  change  in  the  whole  ordfer  of  ^Jr?^ 
things,  when  they  beheld  him  raised  to  that  ele- 
vated situation,  in  which  he  became  enabled  to  di- 
rect  tlie  influence  of  the  crown  to  the  annihilation 
of  every  national  abuse,  and  the.  admission  of  all 
his  Majesty's  Irish  subjects  to  an  indiscriminate 
participation  of^  tlje  rights  of  the  constitution.  The 
Irish  are  naturally  sanguine  in  their  expectatipiis. 
Tliey  more'confidentl;^  anticipated  the  benefits  to 
arise' out' of  these  first  (and  they  were  the  last)  ge- 
nuine acts  of  the  Whig  influence  in  the  cabinet^' 
than  they  reflected  upon  the  probable  effects  of  the 
partiality  of  the  two  other  parts  of  that  cabinet  to 
the  atrocious  system,  which-  they  had  so  long  and 
zealously'  co-operated  in  supporting.  They  re- 
flected not  upon  tlie  weight,  number  and  perseve- 
rance of  the  individuals  in  the  late  forced  coalition, 
to  whom  Lord  Redesdale's  weeping  lamentations  m 
the  court  of  chancery  applied ;  when  he  there  pro- 
claimed, that  he  had  been  given  np  and  bjBtrayed 
on  the  ground  of  that  very  conduct, ;  which  his  '. 
treacherous  friends  had  instructed  and  stimulated 
him  to  pursue.  ; 

The  private  \iews  and  motives  ofindividuals  are^^^*'** 
not  open  to "historic  scrutiny  :  but  the  combination,  «»»»»««»- 
succession:  and  reciprocal  bearings  of*  broad  facts 
cannot  fail  tapfodttce  concliisionsiiiftbemind  of 
the  impartial  reader,  feithfuHy  corresponding  with 
the-s[nrit'of  thc-actoft  itx  tl>e  scenes  ^c^bibitad 'to 
hf4*vW.     Tlttf  mst'fiWiifgS  afh^^  ekj^^ytati^^ 
tlie  Iwsh  ihind'dn*  tlie'  late  *  cSiange'' df  mcti'  pro. 
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J^^  inised  also  a  change  of  measures  and  principles*. 
A  generous  credit  was  allowed  for  the  sincerity*  as' 
a  plenary  confidence  was  felt  in  th^  purity  of  a 
Whig  administration,  of  which  Mr.  Fox  was  con- 
sidered the  soul  and  efficient  director.  Then  for- 
cibly rushed  upon  t|ie  Iilsh  mind  the  full  reflectioa 
cf  the  zeal,  energy  and  perseverance,  with  which 
the  Whigs  had,  when  in  opposition,  pressed  upon 
the  legislature  and  the  public  the  imperious  ne- 
cessity of  abolishing  the  whole  system  of  proscrip- 
tive  division  and  religious  ascendancy  in  Ireland. 
The  natural  result  was  a  sanguine  confidence,  that 
how  they  had  become  masters  of  the  influence  of 
the  crown,  it  would  be  instantly  applied  to  that 
purpose.  In  this  ebullition  of  Catholic  expectancy, 
the  triple  coalition  was  fonhed  of  three  compo- 
jient  parts,  to  be  known  and  judged  of  by  their  re- 
spective heads  or  leaders^  Fox,  Grenville  and  Sid- 
mouth.  The  satellites  moved  uniformly  within 
the  orbits  of  their  respective  planets.  Mr:  Fox 
had  invariably  and  unconditionally  at  all  times 
spoken  and  acted  for  unqualified  religious  freedom, 
and  a  thorough  reform  of  Irish  abuse;  Lord  Gren- 
.  TiUe  had  for  ITyears  been  the  co-adviser  and  co-ad- 
jutor  of  Mr.  Pitt  in  every  measure' of  government 
in  Ireland  up  to  the  Union ;  even  after  the  accom** 
plislnnent  o^hat  fatal  measure,  he  had  joined  ^nd 

re-echocdKff  Pitt's  unequivocal  and  unconditioBsl 

-      ^ 

"  '  ^  tJalike'to  Ifaechftfige  of  the  JE4tt  administration  io  1801 ; 
which  was  merely  of  men  and  not  of  measures  or  principles. 
Vidt  what  was  mltst  wisely  said  upon  that  subjact  bv  Karl  Moira 
aind  Lord  Holland^  ▼«!.  \.  p.  %6. 
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declaraiiQus  of  the  Becessity  of  Catholic  emancl- 
pation,    though  he  afterwanls  declared  both  in 
word§  and  vir^iting^  that  he  had  always  ineant  it  to . 
be  qualified,  and  fettered  with  such  conditions  and 
provisos,  as  would  in  fact  render  the  concessiou 
inadmissible  to  the  Catholic  body.     His  Lordship 
however  had  the  merit  of  resisting  Mr.  Pitt's  re- 
peated solicitations  to  return  to  power  without  hav- 
ing redeemed  his  (even  qualified)  pledge  to  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland,     Lord    Sidmoutb  was  ihe 
boasted  and  pledged  opponent  to  Catholic  conces- 
sion under  every  possible  variation  of  political  oc- 
currence.   The  friends  and  co-operators  of  Lord 
lledesdale,  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,  rc- 
tainecl  their  situations  and  confidence :  Mr.  Alex, 
ander  Marsden,  the  secret  adviser  and  machinist 
to  the  late  administrations,  was  not  displaced!  The 
whole  of  the  Orange  magistracy  remainecl  undis- 
turbed in  the  commission  of  the  peace.     Ewn  Ma- 
jor Sirr  was  still  seen,  as  the  tutelary  guardian  of  the 
Castle-yard.     No  floating  patrotiage  was  removed 
from  any  promoter  of  the  late,  to  countenance  or 
encourage  the  supporters  of  the  new  system.     The 
name  Qf  Grattan.  thefriend  and  father  of  Irish  li- 
berty, was  not  seen  oii  the  list  of  changes,  and 
Mr.  Curran,  the  unvacillatjng  asserter  of  Ireland's 
riglits  and  freedom,  remained  ne2^|L  five  months 
unprbmoted.     Mr.  Hardy,  and  s^ml  gehtlero^u 
of  tried  vnrtue,  and  well  deserving  of  their  count- 
try,  were  left  wholly  unprovided  for.     And  Mr* 
Elliott,  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant, had  long  been  an  approved  servant  to  former 


1806. 


89»     '  The  Reign  of  George  IB 

^^jwjj^administfationsin  Ireland j  and  was  better  known 
.  by  his  sympathies  with  the  Orange  societies,  than 
M^ith  the  pjoscribed  body  of  Irish  Cadiolics.  - 
Treiand  left  The  encreasing  difficulties  in  negociating-  a 
J^^';^***" peace,  and  the  declining  state  of  Mr.  Fbx's  hej^lth 
prevented  his  personal  attention  to  the  affairs  of 
Ireland.  He  had  procured  Lord  Redesdale*s  in* 
stant  removal  in  a  very  marked  manner,  and  his 
unsuspecting  mind  was  satisfied,  that  by  having^ 
placed  Mr.  Ponsonby  in  that  iniporta^t  situation, 
he  had  put  the  affairs  of  Ireland  under  the  advice 
and  controul  of  a  gentleman,  whose  principles  and 
policy  towards  her  were  in  perfect  unison  with  his 
own.  The  arran^jements  for  carrying  on  the  .IVish 
government  under  the  Duke  of  Bedford  tlv^xV  the 
whole  management  and  patronage  substantiaHy  un- 
der the  influence  of  Mr.  Ponsonby.  The  couijtry 
at  that  m,Qment  unquestionably  required,  not. only 
a  government  of  efficient  energy,  but  a  govern- 
ment, which  commanded  the  plenary  and  practi- 
cal confidence  of  its  predominant  population.  The. 
Irisli  quickly  >sei?e  and,  strongly  retain,  prejudices 
for  or  against  pijblic  charapters,  as  they  have  ex- 
perienced their. Support  oj  opposition  to  their  na- 
tional interests.  Their  judgement  is  generally  just : 
thpr  memory  and  tradition  faithful.  The  multi- 
tude seldom,  ^^ver,  come  intp  contact  with  their 
real  governor :  they  take,  his  spirit  and  cpnduct 
frorp  thq  actions  of  those,  who  are  deputed  to 
bring  the  adijiinbtration  and  execution  of  the  laws 
home,  to  their  own  dpors.  If  within  the  bauiida- 
ri«s  of  their  respective, districts  an  uniformity  of 
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system  Wftl  prevail,  wliat  l>ocrtft  the  cfbangc  tt)  ^^^ 
th€«iiy  whether  a  Ruasdl  or  a  Camden  tvXt  ?  Whe^ 
ther  the  Oraoge  fnagbtrate  oppreiss  them  by  nn  oxt- 
ginal  e^finnis^on  Onder  one  ClKtncellbr^  or  by  the 
conti^DCrance  or  feapwal   of    it    under    another^ 
The  fact  was,  that  the  Iri$h  Catholics^  making 
unquestionably  five  million's  of  the  actual  popular 
tion  of  the  cduntry,  when  the  Bedford  admmistra- 
tion  W^s  a^^poiatedi  confidently  looked  up  to  the 
adoption  of  those  lAeasures,  \vhich  the  leading 
members  of  it,  had,  (wl>eii  put  of  place)  so  warm- 
ly advocated.     They  were,  however,  quickly  and 
unaccountably  checked  in  their  fond  expectancie3^ 
by  their  inability  to  perceive  any  other  change  in 
the  Irish  government,  than  tjliat  of  the  Viceroy 
and  Clmncelbn    Their  pabhc  conduct  )n  attempt- 
ing to  forward  their  own  caqSe  brings  forth  in  a 
\Try  strong  point  i^j^view  the  rtol  System  of  tbb 
Bedford  ad  minis  tratibo  in  Ireland,  and  much  of 
the  Grenville  administration  in  England. 

In  the  year  1804,  Mn  James  Kyari,  a  young  ^^^^^ 
gfentlemari,  well  fcondeeted  in  the  mercantile  inte-  ♦<>  "^  **» 
rest  in  Dublin  exhibited  more  than  ordinary  zeal  ^ 
fbr  til?  ptomotion  of  the  Catholic  tause.  He  in- 
habiti^d  a  large  house  in  MarlbdloUgh-^triJet,.,  tb 
which  he  invited  stich  Catholics,  as  were  disposed 
to  co-operate  with  him  in  the  sam^bject,  to  meet 
and  consult  upon  the  common  cause.  The  ^igo^- 
rous  conduct  of  government  towards  the  Cathblto 
aftdr  the  explosion  iii  July,  1803,  prevented' any 
public  meetings  of  the  Catholic,  body  upon  the 
subject  of  their  emancipation^     No  persons  then 
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J^^  dttred  to  hold  public  conircntions  on  political  mat- 
ters. Many  successive  meetings  were  hoKlen  at 
Mr.  Ryan's,  rising  gradually  in  number  from 
scores  to  bunclreds.  At  one  of  those  meetings,  in 
which  Lord  Fmgal  was  chairman,  a  vote  of  thanks 
was  proposed  by  counsellor  Scully  to  Mr.  Hyan, 
for  having  had  the  boldness  to  permit  Catholics  to 
assemble  in  his  house.  He  acted  in  his  own 
house,  not  as  a  secretary,  but  > as  a  controuling  or 
principal  agent  (if  not  by  delegation,  yet  by  ac- 
quiescence) to  those,  who  convened  there  to  repre- 
sent and  manage  the  interests  of  the  general  body 
of  the  Irish  Catholics.  He  was  chosen  at  one  of 
these  meetings  (not  without  some  turbulent  oppo- 
sition) to  go  over  in  1805,  as  one  of  the  deputies 
from  Uiat  body  to  Mr.  Pitt,  which  delegation  has 
beeu  before  noticed.  As  that  deputatiou  was,  by 
Mr.  Pitt's  refusal  to  present  41^  petition,  driven  to 
apply  to  Lord  Grenville  awl  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Ryan, 
then,  for  the  first  time,  and  in  quality  of  a  deputy 
from  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  became  personally 
knowa  to  Mr«  Fox.*    At  Mr.  Ryan's  house,  the 

*  A$  it  19  not  the  tnteat  of  this  work  to  record  the  public 
apts  or  conduct  of  the  Ifi-ih  Catholics,  but  of.  the  Irish  nation 
(though  they  nnmericajly  form  t^e  decided  majority)  we  omit 
,  the  detail?  oifthe  debates  at  the  several  n^eetings  of  Catholics  in 
Marlborough-sIrM;  which  ran  into  the  most  disgraceful  alterca- 
tion' and  dissentions.  AM  were  una^iimoos  in  their  anxiety  to 
attain  the  frommon  object  of  emancipation.  But  the  inexperience 
of  sif  many  persons  ^fdent  in  a  great  pomnion  cause,  create^ 
differences  as  to  the  mode  of  attaining  it,  as  wide  as  if  they  had 
contested  for  adverse  objects.  It  is  observable,  that  the  publi- 
city and  (perhaps  even)  ihe  hea(  of  dissei^tioQ,  into  whioh  th^se 
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general  discussions  had  taken  place  preparatory  to  j^^\ 
the  presentation  of  the  petition  in  1805,  though 
the  committee  usually  sat  at  the  house  of  Lord         ^ 
Fingall.    AH  the  Catholic  peers  had  been  nomi- 
nated standing  members  of  that  committee.* 

C^tboltc  meetings  frequently  split,  have  seldon  failed  to  end  in 
national  good.    $oooer  or  later^,  they  Ikave  forced  ioto*  publicity 
facts  and  circumstances  mainly  beneficial  to  the  present  and  fu- 
ture generations.     In  as  mucli«  therefore,  as  any  such  dobatet 
or  parts  of  debates  involve  the  government  of  the  country,  and 
tehd  to  develope  the. system,  which  thi^  history  is  chiefly  calcu- 
lated to  disclose,  the  authqr  feels  it  his  duty  to  offer  a  faithful 
statement  thereof  to  the  public.     The  contest  between  the  con- 
tending parties  arose  chiefly  from  the  alleged  assumption  of  a 
right  in  Mr.  Ryan  and  hi«  friend  and  adviser  (closely  connected 
bv  affinity)  Mr.  Randal  M'Donneli,  a  roost  respectable  mer- 
chant, a  tried  and  zealous  servant  in  the  Catholic  cau^,  to  con- 
stitute a  committee  or  bpdy  of  their  own  nomination,  to  repre- 
sent the  body  of  Irish-Catholics,  and  a  charged  attempt  to-con- 
vert  their  influence  over  that  body  into  an  instrument  for  ad- 
vancing their  own  personal  interest  with  the  minister  of  the 
country.     A  personal  diflereUce  in  a  Catholic  debate,  in  July, 
1810,  occasioned  the  publication  of  Mr,  Ryan's  correspondence 
with  Mr.  Fox,  which  it  is  of  high  importance  to  the  country  to 
be  accurately  known.     It  not  only  involves  the  character  and 
conduct  of  Mr.  Fox>  but  tends  directly  to  shew  the  liability  of 
the  body  of  the  Irish  Catholics  to  be  sacrificed  to  t^ie  ambition 
or  lucre  ^f  the  *real  or  pretended  leaders  of  the  body »»  ^^e*"* 
pursuit  of  constitutional  freedom. 

•  In  January  1805,  Lord  Hawkesbury,  by  direction  of  Mr. 
Pitt  wrote  to  Lord  Hardwtcke,  that  the  discu*ion  of  the  Catholic 
(]uestion  vvoold  particularly  embarrass  his  Majesty's  ministers,' 
and  would  be  determinedly  resisted  by  Mr.  Pitu  This  letter 
was  communicated  to  Urd  Fingall,  and  laid  before  the  Catholic 
c6ramittee.  Counsellor  Belle w,  the  friend  and  counsellor  of 
Lord  Fingall,  contended,  thatto  forward  tlvclr  petition  then. 


Mr.K^  Uip  dpl^g^t^  had  9cq9pj^li^l^^d  ^]be  pbjectpf  tl^ir 
Fc«.  ''  pisi^on,  apd  ffWicju^Ly  fp  his  d^fii^rtfti'^  jfxora  JLon- 
doD,  jlic  ca^ed  up9fi  Mr.  jF.ax,  in  drdc^r  to  tn^c  his 
leave.  4^  that  ^teryie^v  \\t  ob^Aeyl  }}^^  p^i>^9t^ 
sion  to  enquire  his  opiqion  and  advice  on  the  Ca- 
(})o)jcque9to>P,  preyiAu^  to  fbe  i^ficcejedipg  ^^von 
qf  Pailianient,  which  he  fuUy  and  freely  conceded. 
In  conseqacncc  of  which,  Mr.  Ryan  consulted  with 
Sir  Thpnias  Fr,ench,  and  having  beeii  assured  by 

when  tjie  admin istratipn  was  adverse,  yirould  he  defeat  and  dis- 
grace ;  and  that  |he  prejudip^sof  the  people  of  England  would 
be  roused  by  the  discussion,  so  a^  t^  prevent  the  posdibiiity  of 
obtaining  the  object  at  any  futufe  period.     Mr.  Q'Cpppell  and 
Mr.  Scully,  with  much  warmth  pfes^e^  the  propriety  of  their 
forwardinrr  their  petition  ;  ^nd  |indiDg,  thaf  Lor^  Fipgal  was  like- 
ly to  gaip  over  a  majority,  they  ppenly  declared,  that  ihe^  Y!9M^^ 
forward  their  petition  ;  ancj  the  \^jds,  if  they  t^ou^ht  fit,  might 
secede  and  act  the  same  part  they  had  in  T7!^2.     The  menace 
had  (he  desired  effect.    Lord  Fing^all  and  his  friends  acquiesced. 
At  a  subsequent  and  y  ery  turbulent  meeting  m  Marl  borough- 
street,  Mr.  Ryan  was  propqs^ed  as  a  delegate  by  Mr.  M'Donn^ll. 
and  supported  by  Sir  Thomas  (now  Lord)  French  ;  and  after 
^uch  turtiult  and  disorder,  li^r."  Hyan  was  elected.     The  spirit 
of  dissension  attended  the  de!e^a\es  to  England,  apdl  preysjiled 
so  far,  that  the  interchange  of  common  civility  ceased  b,et>yeea 
•       two  of  them,  who  in  public  apd  private  mutually  ^hj^rged  e^ch 
other  with  betraying  the  interests  of  the  Catholi^:  body.     After 
the  return  of  the  delegates,  some  §e1ect  partial  assemblies  w^re 
hold^n  ^t  Mr.  Ryan's  to  receive  the  report  of  the  delegation  :  but 
n?ost  of  the  very  persons,  who  Jiad  usually  E^ttended^  ^^®se  meet- . 
ings.  became  so  dissatisfied,  that  tliey  refused  to  attend,  to  vpte 
thanks  {<f  th^  delegates  for  ^beir  upright  and  honourable  ^opduct 
in  th^  fulfillment  of  their  in^port^nt  naissipn.     Sooi^  aftei;  yf)^}9h 
Ihey  palled  a  final  meeting,  apd  dissolve^  tjl^e.i.if  committee. 


Administration  (ftM  Dule'j^f  Pedford.  S93f 

hw,  that  no  inji^ry  could  result  from  his  qpnreso  '•^• 
ponding  with  l^fn  Fox^  he  addressed  to  hi/n  a  leO 
teron  the  25th  of  November,  1805,  in  the  stile  of 
.  a  pubjie  or  ^eciiedked  ageiit  or  mstBaugear  of  die  Ca- 
dic^ic  eause  in  Iretand,  and  asik^ng  Mn  Fox's  ad- 
vice, how  Ae  was  to  act  in  th?  epsuing  jpar,  lifter 
Hayinjg  told  hi.o)  wha^  he  hs4  .^9XW  fpr  the  JjiQ4y  in 
the  ^r^g£4'v^g  "^P^ff  Mr*  ¥q»  w^wercd  tjbis  letter^ 
as  he  wou)4  lui^e  iirrktea  to  an  authorised  agent  or 
representative  of  the  Catholic  bodj.*    Thus  far 

f  Copies  of  Uhji  whol«  correspondence  were  published  hy 
Mr.  Ityan  m  the  FreeiQaQ^s  Jpiirnal  on  the  iJth  of  August^ 

,  '^  When  Ust  I  had  the  heoor  of  seeing  you,  I  requested,  and 
*i  you  iwere  so  good  to  gmnt  fa^  the  liberty  of  soliciting  your 
M  uorivalled  good  opinion  pn  the  subject  of  the  Catholic  ,iBOfe« 
'<  ments  bere,  in  ti^eir  endeavours  to  procure  the  repeal  of  the 
*^  reipaii»ing  penal  laws,  which  aliect  their  body.  I  am  fully 
'<  sensible  of  the  siiigiilar  favour  you  have  eonfbrred  upon  me 
*-  ^y  granting  this  privi^ge,  gad  )  pray  you  wilt  be  assured, 
'<  that  no  consideration  short  of  the  deep  feeling,  which  is  ex- 
*'  cited  by  the  f>reseAt  imporlant  crisis,  and  the  consequent  tn- 
*i  cteasecl  ne9ej»sity  iheve  is  of  calling  ferth  alt  the  energies  of 
"•  the  empice,  could  prevail  upon  me  to  trespass  upon  the  time 
*'  .of  one,  whose  n»ind  must  be  so  Ailly  occupied.  I  am  con- 
'^  vinced,  it  h93  not  escarped  your- rf  colleoiion,  ibi^t  the  Catholic 
'*'  deputies  acquainted  Mr.  F^  (n  the  mterview  they  had  with 
"•  bin^  that  it  was  the  in^e^jtion^  of  the  Catholics  of  kelaml  to 
**'  apply  ta  F^ifliament  ♦very  sessioii,  until  alt  the  dtsqualifications^ 
"  unde^  which  th&y  lahoi^,  shtaH  be  removeil,  andf  that  they 
'-  ^09iinui4ica^.  the  sa^«M&  i»teiitioii»  ^  ye<t  i^nd  jKMir  Hlustrious 
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\^^\  had  the  correspondence  proceeded  between  Mr. 
Fox  out  of  place,  and  Mr«  Ryan,  holding  no  species 

••  friends^  wlien  tbey  were  boaoored  with  an  interview  at  I^rd 
**  Gren? ilie's.  The  Catholics  were  iodaced  to  this  determine- 
*  **  tion  from  the  conviction,  they  continue  to  entertain  of  the  be- 
*'  neficial  efiects*  which  ike  discossion  of  the  question  must  ever 
«'  produce.  The  eloqnence  and  wisdom^  which  will  be  everted 
"  in  hs  support  in  Pisritament,  will  continue  to  diminish  the 
*f  number  of  our  opponents  there,  whilst  the  agitation  of  it 
^  amongst  ourselves  will  briog  back  the  public  mind  from  spe- 
'*  culating  on  more  distant  politics  to  the  consideration  of  our 
"  local  qoestioo ;  instead  of  being  discouraged  by  our  late  de- 
'<  feat^  we  are  animated  by  the  most  confident  bopes^  that  tbe 
"  day  cannot  be  distant,  when  our  success  will  be  compkat ; 
*'  which  are  justly  founded  on  the  support  we  have  obuined 
**  irom  the  great  proportion  of  the  ^rank  and  talent  of  the  Par* 
«'  liament.  The  Catholics^  therefore,  are  pledged  to  come  for* 
*'  iVard  in  the  next  session.  Their  inclination  to  do  so  in  ge- 
I  *  neral,  and  the  late  unfortunate  disasters  on  the  continent  have 
^  eacreased  their  desire  to  be  pot  oathe..footii^»  which  will 
*'  render  them  qualified  in  every  part  of  the  British  empire  to 
"  perform  their  duty  to  their  sovereign  and  their  country.  U 
**  is  useless  for  me  to  tell  Mr.  Fox,  that  no  palliative  measure 
''  can  have  the  eilcct  of  satisfying  our  body«  or  securing  the 
''  safety  of  this  country.  It  has  been  governed  for  a  loog 
«<  period  of  time  without  any  regard  to  the  conciliation  of  the 
**  great  pcution  of  iU  inhabitants.  Hence  has  arisen  the  dan- 
"  ger  of  the  present  period,  which  will  continuey  until  tbe  con- 
^  duct  you  have  so  often  recommended  to  be  adopted  towards 
*'  Ireland,  shall  be  carried  into  the  fullest  ef£^u  Catbolic 
•'  emancipation  once  granted,  there  would  be  an  end  to  all  fear 
^  for  this  unfortunate  country  :  until  it  shall  be  graixted,  it  will 
'  '*  be  held  by  England  on  a  very  insecure  basis.  Having  trou- 
"  bled  you  so  far  upon  a  subject  you  are  ali^eady  so  well  ac- 
*'•  quainted  with,  allow  me  to  sc^licit  your  having  the  kindness 
'  ^  to  give  me  youi'  advice,  how  I  ought  to  act  at  this  conjecture. 
<^  Id  the  last  year  I  commenced  the  discussion  here,  out  of  which 
•^  arose  the  petition  of  the  pesent  year  $   I  feel,  I  am  pledged 
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of  office,  agenijy  or  delegatton  whatever  from  the  ^^V, 
Catholic  body.  It  should  here  be  observed,  that  after 
the  return  of  the  delegates  from  England  in  1805, 
the  Committee,  to  whose  labour  and  attention  the 
petitidn  then  presented  to  Parliamentv  arid.all  the 
consequent  measures  were  owing,  had  been  dissolv- 
ed, and  a  new  committee  had  been  re-t?lected,  to 
which  Mr.  Ryati  was  named  secretary:  and  the 
meetings  were  to  l^e  holden  in  his  house.  In  fac^ 
ho\ve\'er^  they  had  never  convened  from  the  time 

**  not  lo  be  inacthre  in  the  next  If  this  country  ha4  only  to 
**  drend  the  ordinary  effort^  of  an  eo^fny,  it  vould  be  unsafe 
''  to  permit  the  espistpnce  of  the  jealousies  and  sqspicipns,  whicb 
".  are  entertained  against  ouqr  body.  How  much  more  dan^r- 
'/  ous  is  it,  wheo  i¥e  bate  to  contend  with  ooe,  whose  extr-eqie 
'' food  fortune  prompts 'him  to  nndertake:  the  most  haaardoas 
■ '  entetprbses  ?  I  pray,  you  M^ill  eKcuse  me  for  the  liberty  I 
<"  have  tak^n,  and  that  ypa  will  bfslievi^  me  to  be,  with  th» 
/*  greatest  respect, 

^'  Your  humble  servant, 

f' J4MES  HYAN/* 


(Copy  of  Mr.  Fox's  answer  to  Mr.  Ryan.) 

**  DCAR  sin,  V 
'*  I  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  favour  to  write  to  me 
'*  on  the  25lh  of  last  month.  1  shall  go  to  town  in  the  codrse 
^'  of  a  little  time,  to  remain,  where  1  shall  converse  with  other 
"  friends  to  your  cause,  ^  and  as  soon  as  I  shall  learn  their  opiP 
"  nions  I  shall  write  to  you.  In  the  mean  time;  I  remain,  with 
"  great  regard,  ({ear  Sjr^ 

^'  Yours^  ever, 

"  CIIAKLES  JA.MES  FOXi^ 
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^^^^  ^  dMf  ]^o»«lecti<m  to  tihe  Jf^ointmeat  of  Jihc;  irev 

^li^n  -Mr.  Ryan  ly  havrng  jmblished  h}s  own  state- 
fcr^'  ^"'^^^^i  ^^  *MS  oorre^pcmdence  with  the  firkish  mi- 
iiister  ha$  furnished  u$^  not  only  with  a  true  nar- 
ntive  of  the  tiroumstances^  biU  has  ^supemdded 
the  Tiewaaod  motives  of  his  own  coaduct^  which 
coiild  otherwise  have  been  only  conjectared* .  He 
teUi  «s  then^  that  upon  the  appointment  of  Mi. 
Fox  to  be  a  minister^*  ^^  impressed  with  the  liopes, 
"  which  I  believe  every  well  wisher  to  his  country 
«<  ^iras,  that  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  the 
•*  formatbn  of  the  late  administration,  cveiy 
"  measure  for  the  perfect  reconciliation  of  Irdand 
*^  would  be  adopted,  t  did  conclude,  that  persons 
'^  favoured  by  administrations  instituted  for  very 
**  different  purposes,  than  the  conciliation  of  the 
•*  Irish  people,  would  not  be  allowed  tb  reni^itf  in 
^  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  honours  and  emolu- 
**  ments,  which  are  necessarily  at  the  disposal  of 
"  government,  1  accordingly  addressed  a  letter  to 
'*  Mr.  Fox,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

"  Dublin,  February  1806. 

♦*  SIR, 

^'  Permit  me  to  add  my  humble  congratulations 
^*  to  tibe  general  satisfaction,  whieh  is  frft  in  thi^ 
"  country  on  the  late  changes,  which  have  been 
**  made  in  his  Majesty's  councils.  The  people  of 
'^  Ireland  look  not  only  with  confidence,  but  with 
*  Freeman's  Journal,  ubi  supf^ 


Administrxttkn  offheDuhe  of  Bedford.  ^&f 

"  certainty  to  a  speeder  termin^ition  of  all  tWeir  ^i^^ 
"  sufferings.  '  -  ' 

"  lam  sure  your  disposition  wilV  incltne  you  to 
"  pardon  me,  if,  in  making  tihe- application  lam 
"  about  to  do,  T  shall  outstep,  the  freedom  which 
"  the  kindness  you  have  shewn  me  has  prompted' 
**  me  to. take;  and. I  have  most' earnestly  to  Beg,, 
"  that  if  the  nature  of  it  shalV  require  your  in- 
*'  tcrcession  with  any  person,  whom  you  would 
"  not  feel  it  convenient  to  speak  jvith,  you  wiir 
"  not  give  yourself  the  least  uneasiness  for  not- 
"  complying  with  my  wishes. 

**  For  some  time  back,  the  money,  which  had' 
**  been  raided'  in  England"  for  Irish  account;  has 
**  been  dravvn  for  by  a  merchant  here*  (appoiiited,^ 
"  as  I  have  been  informed,  hy  the  Gbancellbr  of  i 
**  the  Exchequer)  by  his  drafts  upon  a  banking 
*'  house  in  London,  where  the  money  has  been 
^*  deposited.  I  suppose  the  same  system  will  be 
'*  continued.  If  so,  and  that  you  will  feel  your- 
"  self  warrranted  to  recommend  me  to  the  situa- 
"  tion^  IshaJI  feel  myself  greatly  indebted  to  you^ 
"  and  shall,  if  appointed,  be  ready  to  give  any.  re- 
**  quired  security  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the 
'*  duties  of  it. .    1  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

"  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

'>  JAMES  RYANir 


Mr.^G»'s 


As « the  spwfic.day  of  Fetjruary,  on  which  this 
le^tec  .was  writtien  rappearsjnot  uponv  the  date,  wep""**"ct  .i© 
^re  at  a  loss  to  knx)w  thfe  p¥edfse^tfi^e>  at  which* 


902  .  Tlit  Reign  of  George  IIL 

}^^  IM^.  Ryan  so  powerfully  recommended  the  case  of 
Ireland^  and  of  himself  to  Mr.  Fox.  Making 
every  allowance  for  the  weight  and  urgency  of 
public  business  then  pressing  upon  the  foreign  se- 
cretary in  his  own  department,  and  for  consulta- 
tions with  his  colleagues  upon  this  tender  and 
vital  question  to  Ireland,  it  !is  evident,  that  Mr. 
ftyan  lost  nothing  by  the  tardiness  of  his  appli- 
cation ;  nor  was  it  hastijy  or  unavoidably  brouj^ht 
forward.  The  nature  (not  the  value*)  of  the  ap- 
pointment is  nnnutely  described  to  a  great  states- 
man, presumed  (as  he  pi^bably  was)  ignorant  of 
the  minute  detail  of  patronage,  with  a  strong 
innuendo,  that  he  might  not  feel  it  convenient  to 
speak  with  his  colleagues  about  it.  No  strong 
symptom  of  perfect  cordiality  in  the  ministry.  In 
about  a  fortnight  from  their  induction  into  office, 
viz.  on  the  ISth  of  February,  Mr.  Fox  wrote  an 
answer  to  Mr.  Ryan  pregnant  with  historical  do- 
cument. It  speaks  the  ingenuous  candor  and 
Inflexible  honor  of  the  man,  and  shews,  that  he 
never  merged  those  inestimable  attributes  in  the 
statesman,  even  when  in  office.  Mr.  Fox  abhorred 
/deceit.  Had  he  played  the  intriguer,  he  would 
have  answered  Mr.  Ryan  in  separate  letters,  one 
to  be  shewn  to  the  Catholics,  the  other  of  promise 

^  It  Havours  rather  of  sinister  policy  in  withholding  the  ultimate 
profits  of  these  appointments,  especially  from  those,  who  grant 
them.  Mr.  Ryan  held  it  oat  to  the  public  as  yielding  S  or 
^4000  per  ann.  Those,  who  knew  the  amoont  of  the  monies 
annually  remitted,  and  were  competent  to  judge  of  the  judicious 
use  of  the  money  in  the  market,  at  least  trebled  the  estimate  of 
the  value  of  that  dLppointment. 
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to  be  kept  to  himself,  had  he  conceived  the  possi-  ^^ 
bility  of  a  gentleman's  bartering  the  rights  of 
others  for  his  own  emohmient,  or  harboured  an 
idea  of  purchasing  his  efforts  to -hold  back  the 
Catholic  body  from  petitioning  that  session*  His 
letter  assumes  plenary  confidence  between  the 
principal  and  the  agent ;  it  is  an  oyert  commnni- 
cation  (o  all,  whom  it  concer;ns,  and  necessarily 
brings  under  tlic  eye  of  the  principal,  the  whole 
conduct  and  views  of  the  presumed  -agent  Mr, 
Fox  appears  to  have  agreed  in  opinion  with  Mr. 
Ryan,  that  Mr.  Rawlins,  whose  substitute  lie  wish- 
cd  to  become,  ought  net  to  remain  in  his  situation 
of  honor  and  emolument,  merely  because  lie  was 
favoured  by  former  administrations.  The  letter 
furnislies  the  valuable  document  to  the  Irish  na- 
tion, that  Mr.  Fox's  sentiments  in  favour  of  Ire- 
land were  not  those,  of  the  predominancy  in  the 
cabinet;  that  he  had  already  done  aH,  that  be 
could  command  by  procuring  the  removal  of  Lord 
Redesdale ;  that  the  majority  of  the  cabinet 
thought  differently  from  him  upon  the  system  of 
governing  Ireland ;  that  they  objected  not  to  the  lea- 
ven of  Oraugeism,  with  which  it  was  so  powerfully 
fermented,  and  were  tender  of  making  any  removals 
of  persons  avowing  the  principles,  cf  the  former 
administrations.  That  his  principles  and  feelings 
were  unshaken  by  place  and  power:  and  that  he 
sliould  be  outvoted  by  his  colleagues,  were  be  to 
brii^g  on  their  claims :  but,  true  to  his  proiesstons, 
he  nobly  pledged  himself  to  propose  and  support  • 
them  in  the  senate,  if  the  Catholics  called  upon 
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^JJ[^  hiri),  tliougli  sure  to  fail  •  and  Sacrifice  his  situa- 
tion tb  their  caiise.  ttat  invaluablcf' monument  oT 
itfr.  fox's  candot,  sincerity  and  wisdom  is  ex- 
pressed in  the  following  words : 

*^  Dawmng'Streef,  Fei.  18,  1866. 

i6r.F2^t     "  I  owe  ydu  many  apologies  for  not  having 

Hytrn.     '"  sooner  written,  as  I  promised- you  to  do  in  a 

"  short-  letter  from  Sti  Anne's  Hill,  or  answered 

.  **  your  last     With  regard  to  your  last,  I  have 

"  given  it  to  Lord  Henry  Petty,*  who  has  pra- 

"  mised'to  attend  to  it^  and  who  will,.  I  have  no 

•* /rte  sequel  of  this  negociation  for  the  appoiotment  of  state 
bi«^r;dr  W6h%y  rtthiUfeV  \^iir  \it  mort  ftithlfulljr  repVeWnt^a'by 
M f :  RyftivliMBd/ff.  ^  It  ahUuMs  With  d'deuhi^ntr.  as  to  th^'  p/mdJ 
plA  ftn4«Spfrit^  of  th^^  Irish  acUoinistra^ion' uiftlef  the  Bake  of 
Bedford.  Sooii  aftei  this  letter  of  Mr.  Fox>  Lord  Henry  Petty 
wrote  to  Mr.  Ryan  th«  folfowing  leUer  •        \ 

*«'JDwiab«;-illah:A  1,  1806. 

•*  Ii»fifii^*-ri<»nife^g¥eite«'p1ediiiW,  both'frotii  p^rsohklrtgard 
*• '  for  yoljfsclf,-  as-'weU'  aa- f r6ra'Te^>ett  forth^  intetest  attd  fcauW,' 
"  with  which  you  are*  connected^  to  concur  with  Mir.  Fox,  in 
"  recommending  you  for  the  appointment  yon  desire  ;*tbeDO. 
•  '*"  minaifon'to  it  iniist  lay  with  tbe  Irish  Treasury.;  bat  Mr.  Fox 
•«'antf  rhavKOibth  sjjbkeii  t6'SJr  jihh'NfewpbrCVii  the  subject, 
'^  itf the  ^tl^Mgest t^tm;Q«d>  I  'hkvd'  no  dbbbt  t>F  his  ^dispdiit^oh' 
"  tosenreyoo.    I  ani,-Sif; 

"  With  the  greatest  regard, 

*' Your  faithfultkumble  servant^ 
»  *'  HENlRY  PEfTY> 
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"doubt    (unless    unforeseen    difficulties    should. ^J^^ 
"  arise)  be  happy  to  comply  with  your  wishes. 
"With  respect  to  the  question  you  put  to  me 

After  some  itormy  meetiogB  ef  CatheliGi  in  Dublin,  which 
turned  «ipoi»  the  condugt  of  ^r.  Ryan^  in  soliciting  the  appoint* 
mcDt  for  himself^  and  the  effects  of  Mr.  Fo^'s  letter,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  Catholic  cause  in  geheralj,  Mr.  Ryan  thus  winds 
up  the  narratWe  of  his  ultimate  disappointment^  through  th« 
countervailing  iiilbieoceo£  Mr.  Fonlonby,  and  the  pre4ominai- 
ing  sympathies  of  the  new  managers  of  Uie  systefn  in  Irflaind 
with  their  predecessors.  "  Relieved  in  a  great  measure  from  the 
'*  persecution' of  my  enemies,  the  reputed  patriots  of  the  day»  I 
'*  webt't>verto£ngtstdd  to  ascertain  Sir  John  Newport's  inten- 
'*  lioiis  respecting  the  cniplOyttent  in  question  ;  I  liad  ah  inter- 
*'  view  with  btm  at  his  public.  Afficp  m  WhitehalL  .  He  tokl  me 
*'  he  was  sorry  he  was  pre<;lude4  from  f»)|mpVy  ing  with  the,  soK- 
"  citations  of  Mr.  Fox  and  Lord  Henry  petty,  to  nominate  me 
"  to  the  agency  of  drawing  for  the  mone^  raised  in  England  for 
"  Irish  account.     That  he  had  been  perfectly  willing  t6  do  so, 
"  if  it  was  cottBistenf  with  an  impartial  performance  of  faia  jpinb^ 
"  lie  duty.    He  said,  ,he  bad  b^n  willttig  to  lemoTC  Mr.  Raw- 
'*  lins»  provided  ho  founds  bis  poUtica)  principles  and  conduct 
'*  were  not  of  the  most  liberal  kind.  Th^t  he  bad.  resorted  in  to« 
*'  tal  ignorance  of  Mr.  Rawlins  to  th^  authorities,  which,  he 
"  hopedi  I  would  consider  to  be  the  most  suitable  to  appfy  to, 
"  nameljto  llie  Lord  ChiuiceBor  Ponsoeby  and  Mr.  Ifcnry 
'*  Grattao.     He  said,  they  replied  to  bis  enquiry,  by  statirig 
"  there  was  no  man  in  this  country,  who  was  a  more  strict  ad« 
"  berent  to  all  the  liberal  principles,  which  they  profes^d,  thi^n 
"  Mr.  Rawlins.  He  concluded  by  hoping,  I  would  be  convinced 
'*  he  acted  uyon  the  occasion  with  perfect  impartidity.    I  too)c 
"  my  departuve,'  after  expressing  my  obiigatioa  for  the  honour- 
"  sble  part  hi  had  acted»  and  assuring  i^im,  that  Mr*  Qrattain 
*'  and  Lord  Chancellor  Ponsonby  would  not  Bud  many  ia  Pub« 
"  lln  to  agree  with  them  in  the  report,  they  {[ave  of  Mr.  ?a]V» 
"  llns's  polUical  principles/^ 
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jw«.  ; ^.^ihout ^he (uwfn t^tipn <>f  a Ca^thoBc petitioHjthis 
<<  ye^.  j^  I  ^yc  con§iilte4  with  our  ffieods^  who  all 
"  s^ree  m  tJt^nkmg^  .tbut*  for  the  interest  of  tlte 
'*  cause,  such  a  measure  ought  to  be  deferred  to 
**  atiotbet'  sc^ott.  Mtastfri^  ai«-actul8il!y  takifig, 
"  by  fheTemoval  of  Lor*  JlecJesdale,  Mr.  t^oster, 
*'  arid  others,  to  sTicvv  the  good  intentions  of,  the 
'*  ministry  towards  your  body*  .  Steps  «tiU  more 
'^  important  wiU  be  tttken  to  maniftiBt  our  dispose 
-  *^  tion,  by  doing  for  the  Catholics  all  that  is  con- 
•  **  sistent  with  existing  bad  laws,  by  giving  them 
"  in  substance  what  they  have  now  only. in 
"  words ;  a  riglU  to^  be  in  the  army^  to  ibe  oorpo- 
''  jfaioRs,  Soe.&t.l»fit  change 4^f  justices' ^f  peact, 
*^  whotexonduct'litts  bcemiotorrously  oppressive. 
"  I  hope  too,  by  tome  arrangement  almut  tytlie§. 
"  And,  in  fine,  by  giving  you  all  the  simrc  inthc 
'\  gQvemroent  of  yodu*  country,  ilmt  weean  give. 
^*.Tte  effect  «^  iJiese  measttpefe  will  be  partly  to 
^^'ttiake  the  Cath6licsx)f  die  lo\irer  order  more  sa- 
^'ti^fied,  partly 'to.' eh^ibk  thero  tq  come  with  ad- 
**^  ditlonal  strength  a^d  weighty,  when  /they  again 
A'  4^sf^rt  tbi^r.  cUims^  ^  f'tiieref6re  strongly ^reeonv 
^^oien4  6n«pendibg  the  Petition  for 'a  time.  If 
.  -"^  lioweNrer,it  shouidv  nmvVithstaridihg  our  wishes, 
^^  be  presented^  I  will  support  it  widp  all py  power; 
''  but  the  divisipns  of  last  year  and  the  opinions, 
'\  which  have  been  industnottsty- propagated  in 
''  this  country,  ttiafce  tnfe  despiir  of  success,  unless 
**  ^ve  CDuVd  have  active  assistance  from  aqu^ter, 
^'  in  which  to'  look  for  pas^ve  acquie^noe,  is 
'•'  perhaps,  more  than  \y€  can  reasonably  expect  If 
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''  we  jve  lxz,%  .whioh  inexDartamlir  shall,  be;  and  ^iJw 
'^  if  the  fall  of  our  ministry  shou^ld.  follotf)  wbi^bi 
"  may  be  the  case^.  you  run  the  risk  of  a  ministry 
*^  beitt|^  fidtmcd  on  the  airowed  pmtoiptepf  defeat- 
"  ing  your  claims,  and  thus  you  would  put  all 
"  hope  further  off  than  ever.  I  am,  with  great 
**  re^d^  dear  &t,  !  1 

'  ^*  Yoiirs  evir^       ^ 

-^  CHARLES  JAMES  mx;^ 

Mr.  Pbk  hdving  tnider  ain  ei'fotieoirs  impi^ftsion^  snbeequeigt 
that  Mr.  Ryan  was^  an  acctedlted- agent  aeic^  mints-i^.  r^^ 
ter  pl^ui^te^itiajy  to  the  Catholic  body,  and  con» 
sequentjy  commanded  extensive  influence  over 
^km^  Q$yniniillic?t«d  throMg})  hkn  his  3^ntis(i«nt^ 
on  tfeeir:  cftVlBe,.  m^  with  Rqual  yiii»«erYfl  ftvqw^- 
his  dispositkni:  lo- ;servr  hl^  iwitere^ts^  m9^  b^  «upn 
posed,  to:  bMe'Q^iled  with  that  benQ^q^yi^Q  tpirarda^ 
bim  rather  m  hi»ddlegated,rtbfia  hi^i^^li^v^M^  aaf^a- 
city.  Mir^FoR'.s  hfeodiof  tfbe  two  Qtgec^  ia|h^  s^qia 
letter,  raised  :d'#oult«es  io  Mr..  Ry^an'^  mmd-  H[» 
to{^  some  djLy:s:fDr  ODUSultation  ttpQn  it  wiiicb  L^ifd 
French  and:  other  frieQda,  tiefore  he.pro(?$^d64itR: 
act  upan.  it  He  tells  us.  in:  ht9.  .»afntij^f^^  th%%: 
LordFsench,  upon  aedag  tbie  kitsr, .  4|^F9<4  wHJij 
liim  in  opinioii,  ^l^^t  he.  had  no  doubt  of  .th9  ap^^: 
poiutqient  takia^I>likM,And  wm^i^  rmmmndii^ 
im  to  ga^to  England^  to  kav^ithe  mmtter  br^ght^: 

MQoiuieH.bQweV'^r),  Hmrnvs^n^^  Pf^eSipn^vipm*^ 
^«ca8mBs>;  jaud  tbey-wew  acqi^iwc^d  i»»  /Jli^^sfii 
<>f wbich.wa^  tfee wrvipg m^sw ^ ^X^fAmw^^M^ 

X  2 
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J^  gentlemen  in' Dublin  (aboat  80  in  all)  die  follow- 
ing circular  notice :       / 

''  77,  Marlborougk^sireet,  Feb.  26, 1806:   ^ 

"Sir,  .  -^  f  ■  .; 
'•  I  have  to  beg  the  favor  of  youp  attendance  here 
on  Saturday  ne^t  at  half  past  two  o'clock,  in  or- 
der, 'tlfet  I  ttaty  lay  .bjtfprfiypu  and  other  members 
of  the  Catholic  body  a  letter,  which  I  have  re- 
ceived  ffont  Mr.  Fax  <»  the  subject  <)f  thqir  ques- 
tion    I  am  very ,t|:uty,  your's,  Slc* -  -    -,{ 

"  JAMES  RYAN." 

Indefatigable  pain*  were  privately  taken  to  induce 
the  Lords  and  i»ome  of  the  leading  Catholics  of 
fortiine  in  Dublin  to  attend  this  meeting,  and  give 
sanction  to  what  proposals  might  be  made  at  it 
McSiig  in  ^  meeting  of  Catholics  wais  holden  on  the  1st  of 
w*j|[Jo««»»  March  1 80S,  at  the  usual  place  in  Marlborough- 
street,  coniisting  of  nearly  of  one  hundred  per- 
sons,^ nio^tly  relatives  and  dependants  of  Mr. 
McDonnell  and  Mr.  Ryan ;  yet  several  uninvited 
Catholics  of  rank  and  respectability  attended. 
Lord  French,  who  had  hitherto  supported  Mr. 
Ryan,  became  disgusted  at  an  unwarranted  as-i 
sumption  of  pw^er  over  the  body :  and  when  Lord 
Southwell  \Vas  called  tothexhair,  he^t>jt»posed  it 
with  great  energy.  He  said,  that  in  the  present 
state  of  tli^  Empire,  he  i^onkt  Oppose  tlie  agitatiou 
(X  any  question,*  that  could  tend  to  create  fer- 
ments/^aUirth^^  or  disuiki'oli  amongst  l}is  Majesty's 
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subjects ;  he  was  a  friepd  to  the  present  administrar  ^*^* 
tionj  every  Catholic  jn  the  land,  whohadaprin-  ^  ^ 
cjple  of  gratitude  in  his  hearty  should  be  friendly 
to  it.  The  present  ministers  were  the  most  sted^ 
fast,  zealous  advocates,  that  ever  supported  the 
CatJiolic  cause.  From  what  had  appeared  to  tb? 
public,  and  from  communication  of  high  and. uur 
questiooable  aatbority,  he  was  convinced,  ,Mr, 
Fox  and  his  friends  could  not  during  the. present 
session  with  any  prospect  of  success,  and  without 
the  country's  hjeing  deprived  of  the  bene6t  of  their 
\  great  and  splendid  abilities,  bring  forward  the , dis- 
!  cussipn  of  the  Catholic  question.  It  would  there* 
fore  be  impolitic  and  ungrateful  to  agitate  a  mea- 
sure, the  jresiilt'of  which  would  be  ruinous  to  their 
cause,  injurious  to  their  friends,  and  disgraceful  to 
tlieinseJves.  He  would  therefore  oppose  any  per- 
son's taking  the  chair. .  Thereupon  great  tumult .-  ^ 
arose,  whicli  ended  in  Lord  Southwell's  taking 
the  chair.  Mr,  McDonnell  then  moved,  that  a  leij- 
ter  written  by  Mr.  Fox  to  Mr,  Ryan  on  the  sub- 
'jeetof  Catholic  claims,  should  be  read,  which  was 
objected  to  with  great  vehemence  by  a  gentleman 
of  the  law,  who  insisted,  that  Mr.  Rvan  had 
without  any  authority  assumed  the  character  of 
agent  for  the  Irish  Catholics,  and  acted  as  their 
organ  in  corresponding  with  the  .minister.  Such 
conduct  he  w^ould  not. mark  by  any  term  of  aspe- 
rity, but  would  call  it  assumption.  He  felt  him- 
self bounden  to  reprobate  it,  as  unwarrantable^ 
and  establishing  a  precedent,  derogatory  from  thfe 
dignity'  and  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  Ca- 
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J^^  thblic  body/  Mr.  Ayan  was  hot  liess  censuratk  in 
assuming  an  authority  to  tonvene  a  Cadiolic  nitet- 
ing,  and  caffing  together  several  gentleitien  from 
their  cofacerns,  'for  the  purpose  of  reading  a  let- 
ter, writtetlto  ah  iiidlvidual  by  the  Etiglii*  Secre- 
tary for  fbreign  Affairs.  It  became  the  dignity 
of  the  Catholics  ta  reject  sudi  conestobndente, 
whether  public  or  private.  If  public,  Mr.  Ryan 
liad  transgressed  against  the  tights  of  the  feody,  in 
^  asfeOTttrng  a  character,  which,  the  body  atone  could 
confer.  If  prix^ate,  he  had  violated  the  sacred  ties 
of  friendship  in  cbmmunicatiiig  to  ^he  prtWfc,  the 
contends  of  a  privatte  correspotidence.  \xi  either 
Case  it  would  be  most  highly  improper  to  suffer 
the  contents  of  the  letter  to  be  read  ?n  ^  public 
k^semWy.  '     - 

ResttTtof  Mr.  Jl}^ah  said,  he  had  a  rfght  to  icdrrespoird 
^"*^*^*"* 'with  any  person  he  pleased.  Mr.  Fox  haH  long 
since  honored  him  with  his  fiiendship*  he  had  cor- 
responded wWi  him  as  with  ah  individual,  not  as 
agent  for  the  Catholic  body;  and  as  Mr.  Fox's 
letter  contained  matter  of  vast  importaince  to  the 
Catholics,  he  felt  it  an  imperative  duty  to  commu- 
nicate it  to  the  public.  In  this  and  in  eviery  other 
instance,  his  friendship  for  individuals,  however 
liigh  tberrrank  and  consequence  might  be,  should 
yield  to  his  zeal  for  the  Catholic  Cause.  He 
liad  consulted  several  gentlemen,  (particularly  Mr. 
McDonnell)  lapon  whose  good  sense  atid  judgment 
hp  had  the  Utmost  reliance,  on  the  pro|>riety  of 
calling  the  present  meeting:  and  acting  under  his 
advice  and  authority,  he  felt  'himself  fully  justi- 
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fiifd;  Tlw  question  bcftig  thfen  loii31y  catlecT  for,'  ^J^' 
Loid  ^TVench  most  carnestljr  conjuretl  Mir.  Ryan 
and  Mr.  McDonnell  not  to ^  divide  the  Catholic- 
body,  wTiicft'must  be  tiie  case,  if  th^y  persisted  in 
carrying  the  J^resent  motion,  Division  wouH  dis- 
grace and  ntterfy  ruin  the  Cathoh^c  cause ;  and  he 
therefore  conjured  them  by  every  tie,  that  iion- 
nected  them  with  the  present  generation  or  poste- 
rity, not  to  preSs  the  tnotion  theti  j>ending.'  A' 
general  Cry  of  Qnestlon  tnsnetV  and  Lord  Fren(^h 
aud  about  twenty,  chiefly  of  the  Uninvited  gentle- 
men,  quitted  the  meeting.  Part  of  the  tetter  was 
then  read  by  Mn  Ryan ;  the  remainder,  he  said, 
was  of  a  private*  nature,  and  did  not  concern  the 
Cathorrcs.*  Mr^  McDonnell  drew  out  of  his  pocket 
a' list  of  sohie  Lords  and  country  gentlemen  then 
absent,  and  of  a  ntimber  of  his  own  friends,  dcpen-^ 
datofe  and  I'eTatives,'  •  whbm  he  proposed,  as  persons' 
pro|)er  to  compose  the '  committee,  and  they  were 
accordingly  named.        ^ 

On  the  Tuesday  fdlowing,  this  new  committee  M«jtinf  of 
met  at  Mr.  M*Donnell*s  house  in  Allen  Court,  and  committet 
there  resolved,  with  the  exception  of  two  dissent- ^nndi'«. 
ing  voieei,  ^that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  press  a 
discussion  of  the  Cathfolic   question,  during   the 
present  session  of  Parliament ;  and  that  it  would 
^  propier  to  present  ah  address  on  behalf  of  the 
Catholics  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  congnttulating 
l^ittr  on  his  appoiijtmerit  to  the  chief  government 
^f  Ireland,  and  expressing  their  confidence  in  the 
wisdom  and  abilities  of  the  illustrious  personages, 
who  composed  the  present  administration.     T[*he 
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i«06.  two  dlsscntinggpntlcwen  protected  against  the  Ic- 
gitirnacy  of  thi^  self  constituted  committee,  and 
the  jrre^larity  of  its  proceedings. 

On  Saturday  thp  8tb  of  March,  another  m^t- 
^irtingin  ing.was  summoned  to  attend  at  the  Coffee-house  in 
Earl-street.  jgarl-stTcet.  Lord  Southwell  having  been  called  to 
the  chair,  M.r.  McDonnell  entered  into  a  detail  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  last  meeting,  lamented  that 
^y  division  or  difference  liad  taken  place,  which 
he  insinuated  was  owing  to  the  mortification  some 
gentlemen  fi^lt  at  not  having  been  summoned*  Mr. 
Ryan  had  sent  iiotices  of  the  intended  meeting  to 
all  the.  Catholics  of  respectabily  in  Dublin,  whom 
ibe  could  recollect ;  and  a  most  respectable  com- 
mittee had  been  appointed,  who  unanimously  lap* 
proved  of  a  resolution,  of  unlimited  cp^fidence  in 
thepT^^sent  ministry^,  and  tluU  it  xopuld  b^  inexpe- 
dient for  the  Catholics  to  presa  a  discussion  of  their 
question^  during  the  present  session  of  Parliament, 
whifh  he  accordingly  movedi  Mr^  N-  Mahon  se- 
conded the  motion.  A  gentleman,  wha  opposed 
\  the  resolution,  moved  an  adjournment  to  Thurs- 
day the  13  th  of  March.  ,  Lord  French  rose,  to  vin- 
diqate  his  conduct,  in  seceding  froni  the  meeting 
of  the  Ist  of  March.  Hei  had  supported  Mr. 
Ryan  on  former  occa&ions>  because  be  tjiougbthini 
s^ctive  and  z^lous  in  the  cause.  .  To  his  personal 
advancement  he  could  have;  no  objection ;  be  wish- 
ed l)i?n  joy  on  hjs  appoiptment  \o  a  lucrative, situa- 
tion:  at  the  same ;  tiii^  cautjpnerf  him  in  private, 
not  to  call  any  niqrc  meetings.  Yet  nqtwitljy^tand- 
.    iiig  his  remonstrances  and  entreaties  J)e  had  called 
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a  ineetitig  on  the  preening  Saturday,  which  iife  *J^ 
(Lord  French)  attended,  and  there  used  his  ut^* 
most  exertions  (o  prevent  the  reading  of  a  lettier- 
written  by  Mr*  Jox  to  Mr.. Ryan,  but>m  vain. 
Conceiving  it  disgraceful,  to  sanction  sdch  pro* 
ceedings  by  his  presence,  he  and  some  other  gc«- 
tlemen  h^d  withdrawn.  ^  Mr.  Ryan  nearly  repeated 
the  speech  he  had  made  on  the  preceding  Satur- 
day, adding,  that  he  expected,  but  had  not  soli- 
cited an  appointment.  He  insisted  on  the  purity 
of  his  motives,  and  said,  if  he  had  copies  of  the 
.  letters,  he  had  written  to  Mr.  Fox,  they  would 
bear  tefitinK>ny  to  his  upright  and  honorable  con-^ 
duct ;  )ie  would  write  to  Mr.  Fox  for  them,  though 
he  did  not  think  himself  bpunden  to  produce  them, 
as  genlfemen  would  not  agree  tliat  Mn  Fox's  letter 
to  him  should  be  read.  He  concluded  by  giving 
friendly  advice  to  the  meeting  to  pass  the  proposed 
resolution,  and  to  negative  the  adjournment.  The 
clamor  for.  adjournment  became  violent,  and  was 
unanimously  carried. 

On  the  IStb  of  March,  above  800  Catholics  as-  ^^f^J^ 
sembled  at  the  Repository  inStephen^s-green,  and*'**^P*^^' 
Lord  French  having  declined    taking  the  chair, 
Mr.  Vat  0*Co»nor  was  unanimously  called  to  it 
The  publication  of  the  resolutions  proposed  at  that 
meeting  will  open  the  eyes  of  tlie  public  to  the         ^ 
true  cause  of  the  dissension,,  which  then  divided 
the  Catholic  body.   ,  It  was  not  a  factious  spirit, 
but  a  sense  of  hc^or ;  a  high  feeling  for  Catholic 
character  and  Catholic  interests,  that  induced  Some 
men,'  who  were  supported  by  the  independence  of 
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y^^^  the  city,  to  oppose  themKlves  to  nrhat  appeared  to 
them  a  base  attempt  of  certain  individual  to  rkle 
over  the  Catholic  body;  and  to  lay  bold  bf  the 
question  of  their  rights,  and  their  claims^  to  trade 
and  to  barter  lipon,  ior  their  own  lucre  and  in- 
terest. 
FtrstRrto-      1st.  "  Resolved,  that  the  holding  bf  meetings 
xhe  agjrre-*^  at  any  private  hoii^e  for  the  general  c6<irc^ras  of 
gate  Me«u  ,,  ^^^  CathoHc  body  is  unfavourable  to  the  freedom 
"  of  discussion,  and  inadequate  to  the  coBeetion 
**  of  public  sentiment."  / 

After  an  over-heated  dehatej  this'flrk  r«s(4«tion 
was  carried  unanimously,  though  iti-  t!*e  is^ence 
of  Mr.  Hyan,  ^ho  had  left  the  meeiiftg,  in  order 
to  bring  thither  the  whole  of  bis  correspondence 
with:  Mr:  L  Edx,  which  Mr.  Keogh^   pifttWulHrly 

*  It  IS  not  the  intent  of  this  work  tp  publish  the  ^.i^t^^t^  of  tbe 
Catholic  meetings,  which  riiay  be  uninteresti^jg  to  the  natipo  at 
l«rg«.  W©  ky  bdbre  the  reader  a  |iart  oif  Mr.  Keogh'i  speech, 
6n  yotsjig:for  this  firrt  rtto)c(lro(i,  9»  a  valuabH  d«ciinieiit  ^f  the 
rising  consequence  of  the  Catholic  boiiy»  »i)d  9f  ibe  liatore  of 
the  late  Dublin  committee^  of  which  so  mocb  ba&:  sjnce  been  ^^ 
both  in  the  Catholic  meetings  and  in  the  Imperial  Parliament.  ^^ 
will  let  in  much  day  light  upon  the  conduct  of  Mr.  W.  W,  Pole 
in  publishing  bis  late  circular  letter  to  prevent  ftirther  toeeliogs 
of  the  Catholic  b6dy  ;.  wfahsb  is  an  erenl  of  hiigh  naihooal  impor* 
tance,  though  aot  falling  within  (he  chro(¥>^ical  spope  «f  ^^^ 
history.  Mr.  Keogh  knows  more  of  the  true  intere^s  pf  the  Ca- 
tholic body,  and  has  by  his  personal  exeruons  procured  tbeffl 
more  real  advantage,  than  any  other  individual  now  in  being. 
The  following  part  «f  his  Speech  is  on  in>itfuetive-and  feitkfol 
ypui^rait  tf  4I19  Catholic  body,  at  tbe  periods*  10  which  be 
refers. 

**  Mir.  Keogh  supported  the  resolution  ;  he  went  into  a  coocis« 
and  accurate  statement  of  the  mpde  of  proceeding,  adopted  b/ 
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urged;  batl  become  tfee  property  ^  the*  Catholic  J^ 

tfa»  Cadtegcf^  ^  p«ri4d  of  td^vcf  ^nriiadtei  airf  the  vilest  de- 
gtad^tmpy  wb^^tbe.Cath^lks  iv^uld^sc^ce  iiare  to  look  a  Pro* 
testant  in  the  face  5  when  they  had  not  courage  to  walk  upright        \ 
and  erect  a?  other  naen,  and  w^re  marked  by  the  caution  ani  ti- 
Aklity  ^f  ^heir  gatt  and  tietheanour ;  when  the  meanest  PrMes-^ 
%ttt,  fiiU  crawled  m  the  UtediM,  cousidei^  himself  a  disunity 
Goippalred  .witb  a  C^hdie.    V^eu  at  that  caUmitous  periad,  ^h«i     ^ 
mod^  of  Catbotic  proceedings   was  dignified  and  honorable. 
The  householders  of  Publin  then  q^et  in  their  respective  parishes. 
They  appointed  foitr'of  their  body  f^m  each  parish  to  form  their 
committee.    The  large  towns  and  counties  were  invited  to  sead 
members  i»  thk  -^oaunittee  ao  appointed^  to  speak  Ihsir  semi* 
mentsj^and  consult  their  interests*    This  c^mmitiee  itau^d  upon 
a  sub -committee  of  seven  or  mere  to  deliberate,  and  report  the 
result  of  their  deliberations  ^  and  before  any  determination^  wa^ 
resc^WedoW,  the  sentiments  of  our  fellow  citiaehs  of  levery  per- 
foatk>D'Wcii»OODSfillted,  "and  the  proceedings  became'then  the  re- 
sult of  experience,  wisdom,   and  mature  deliberation.     They 
kepttegutar  books/ and  registers,  and  the  utmost  harmony,  or- 
der, atid  t^^ularify  prevsuled  in  all  their  discussions.     If  he  were' 
li^tly  info^mied,  ibr'he  had  not  the  honor  of  being  ai,  nor  had 
hte  redeived  any  invitation  to  attend  the  laie  meetings,* every  step 
theylid^d  taken  watf  irregular.     They  asseodbled  without  autho- 
rity.   They  voted  themselves* the  Catholic  body,  and  aj5poinled 
cammittees  ahd  delegates,  as  they  thought  fit.    lie  enquired,  if  * 
they  kept  books,  papers,  or  registers;  if  they  had  iiad  a  Secre- 
tary, or  If  any  documents  of  their  proceedings  could  be  pro- 
duced.   {'Mr.  Edward  Moore  then  declared,  he  had  acted  some- 
times as  Secretary  ;  in  general  they  had  no  Secretary  at  all ;  and 
Mr.  Ry&ii  added,  that  any  p'apehs  or  documents  of  those  pro- 
ceedings that  existed,  were  in  the  hands  of  Lord  Fingall).     Mr. 
Keogh  proc^difig,  said  it  was  clear,  that  nothing  but  confusion, 
disorder,  and  Irregularity  could  prevail  at  these  meetings.    The 
person  too,  who' had  convened  them,  had  assumed  an  high  and 
important  character ;  the  first  in  dignity  and  importance,  thnt 
the  Catholics  could  confer.  '  As  plenipotentiary  for  the  Catho.* 
lies,  he  had  commenced  a  corres^pondence  with  Wf  Mj\jcsty*s 
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1806.  body,  and  ought  to  be  deposited  with  the  Chair- 
man for  further  consideration. 
j^}^i^^  The  ad  rcsblution*  produced  a  mrtst  intempe- 
^^^^^  rate  debate,  which  lasted  for  two  days  of  very 
stormy  discussion.  This  prevented  the  other  reso- 
lutions from  being  brought  forward.  They  all 
tended  to  secure  the  Catholic  body  from  being 
dictated  to,  and  managed  by  any  man  or  men  likely 
to  be  actuated  by  motives  or  views  of  ambition  or 
interest :  as  manifestly  appeared  by  the  speech  of 
Mr.  Lynch,  on  that  occasion.  .,  .    . 

'^  I  must,  however,  again  earnestly  beseech  this 
meeting  not  to  confound  the  Catholic  cause  with 
that  of  an  individual.  The  Catholic  committee  in 
I792,  emancipated  themselves  fiom  the  thraldom 
of  some  of  the  most  respectable,  members  of  .our 

J,  .  -f    ,      '  .     •  * 

ministers;  a  correspondence,  that  was  become  the  general  iopio 
of  conversation  in  the  metropolis,  and  would»  as  the  assises  were 
approaching,  become  the  table  chat  of  every  ^pci^ty  in.  the 
coiuitr}^  The  substance  of  the  correspondence  had  crept  into 
the  public  prints;  part  of  it  had  been  laid  before'  one  of  those 
meetings,  which  waf  held  at  Mr.  Ryan's,  and  public  rumoor 
had  couple^  it  with  a  promise  of  fi  very  lucrative  eniployment* 
He  submitted,  that  those  letters  were .  now  become  the  property 
of  the.  Catholic  body,  and  begged  to  know,  if  they  were  in  the 
hands  of  the  Secretary  to  the  meeting  held  at  Mr.  Ryan's,  or 
whether  they  were  then  forthwith  coming/' 

♦"  Resolved,  That  the  last  meeting  at  Malbqrough  Strept» 
'*  stands  accused  of  having  befen  brought  about,  by  private  invi- 
"  tation  and  partial  selection,  at  once  degrading  to  the  honor* 
**  able  course  of  our  proceed inj°^,  de.rpgatory  from  the  dignity, 
y  and  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  ;  and 
"  that  it  is  the  right  of  Roman  Catholics  to  enquire,  and  deter- 
"  mine,  whether,  or  how  far,  they  hare  been  deluded,  or  be* 
*'  trayed." 
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bddyi  who  though  distinguished  by  rank  an^  for-  vj!!^ 

tune*  were  unable  to  stand,  up  against  the  \yeight 

of  the  Catholic  cause;  and  jirere  crushed  under  it$ 

magnitude.    YoUi.aJl,  or  most  of  you,  ri»nemher 

it     Will  ycHi  r^cm  tamely  subn>it  to  ,be  held  in 

leaiding  i^trings^  lo  be  moved  backwards  or  forr 

wards  accbrding  to  the  views  and  conceptions  of 

one,  two,    or   three    individuals?     Are  you  un» 

equal  to  the  perception  of  your  own  interests,  and 

is  the  <^^pacity  of  managing  them  vested  alone  in 

those  one,  two,  or  three  individuals  ?     I  do  pro* 

test,  I  believe  these  gentlemen   to  be  in  maity 

points  respectable,  but  I  cannot  subscribe  to  the 

doctrine,  that  to  .them  solely  we  should  trust  tlie, 

management  of  our  concerns;  or  on  their  wisdom^ 

integrity,  and  experience  so  perfectly,  rely^  as  to 

repose  upon  our  pillows  without  fear  or  suspicion 

as  to  the  tvent.     M^hat  is  it  we  call  for?     What  is 

it  we  propose  to  you?     I'll  tell  you.     We  propose 

to  take  you  out  of  the  hands  of  any  man,  or  of 

any  set  of  men  ;  and  redeliver  to  the  exercise^  of 

your  own  judgments,  the  superintendance  of  your 

highest  interests.    We  propose  to  you  to  form  a 

committee  from  yoqr  aggregate  body,  taken  by 

your  own  choice  from  the  most  respectable  of  your 

clergy,  your  landed  proprietors,  your   nlerchajits 

and  traders,  and  your  several  learned  professiops, 

(your  Eeers  being  standing  members  thereof,) 

"  We  propose  by  this  measure  to  render  it  im- 
possible for  any  man,  or  set  of  men,  Peer^  or  Com- 
tnqner,  to  go  up  in  your  name  to  the  minister,  and 
to.auticipate'the  mpvementsiof  the  C^itl^Uc  body. 
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ms.    \jri  propose  yt>ui*  fromoiittee  dlKmkl  act,/  shmild 
tlimky  should  s]^k  fdvyou  ;  becaisito  such  a  com- 
'  mittee,  being  the  iHistees  of  yoor  own  ip^int* 
xnent,  would  tlien  thiii^;,  act,  attd  speak  a^youf* 
selves.     In  a  wor4,  we  propose  to  ^render  it  mo- 
rally impossiMe,  that  any  p^rty  small  in  tnifniier 
or  otherwise,  should  have  undue  weight  or  Way 
among  you ;  and  above  all  impossible,  that  you 
shoukt  be  the  tool  of  any  party.'* 
Mr.  Ryan's     Qn  this  occa.^ion  Mr.  Ryan  Iwvmg:  desired  to 
cituw  with  read  to  the  meeting  the  cop^js  of  his  Jettert  to  Mr. 
di^i^ited    Fox,  which  at  a  former  meeting  he  had  safid,  he 
cAainaan.  miist  writc  to  Mr.  Fox  to  procure,  was  charged 
with  want  of  memory  er  candor.     The  ledture  of 
them  wa^  resisted,  and  they  were  deposited  tft  the 
Jiands  of  Mr.  O'Coniioi-  the  CSiairman  at.  tiiat 
meeting,  as  appears  by.  Mr..  Ryan's*  let^e^  pub- 
lislied  in  his  narrative^  which  also  tend»  t&  opett  the 
spirit  and  effect  df  ibis  meeting  at  the  Ke{|ository. 

f  Froqo  the  Fre^n^p's  Joqrnal  pf  the  1 1th  Augwt,  1810, 
"  bear  Sir, 

"  Being^inTormed  this  evening,  that  it  is  likely  some  persons^ 
**  \v<ho  held  ft  meeting  thts  day  -in  Essex-sWeet  may  d«man4  ^ 
V  yavibe  letterv  whjck  1  deposited  in  yonrh^nd^  $ww  tinw 
**  ago  at  a  Cathf^hc  Meeting  held  at  the  Repository  io  Stephen's* 
•**  Green,  I  hav^  to  repeat  what  I  formerly  oommunicated  ver- 
''  balJy  to  you,  that  I  aha})  not  consent  to  have  the  letters  in 
"  q^uestion  delivered  to  those  persons,  and,  therefore,  I  have 
**  to  insist,  that  you  will  retata  them«  The  two  reasojiW  thatior 
"  doce  mft  to  objedt  to  th«  pirqductSon  of  the  le(bk^ra,  ^99  these ; 
*\  Firs^>  that  the  present  Conamittee  is  not  authorised  to  enter 
^  into  any  investigation  of  them,  as  such  authority  ^¥as  denied 
•*  to  the  INfembers  of  it  in  every  parish  in  Doblm  except  two, 
*•  namely;  Irancis-street,  and  Arran  Qu^y.    A«<iHi|B9id€«,  tbi* 
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'The  <ir8t   person,    who  rose  ta  speak  to    thd   ,  ^^^A 
second  resolution,  wa^  Mr.  McDonnell,  who  un- Debate  on 
reservfedly   avov^ed  hii«sdf  the  person,    who  ad-i^lTtkl^ 
vised  >Mt.    Ryan-  to  call  the  meeting  alktded  to 
m  Ae  resolution;  '  Notrces  had  bfeen  sent,    he 
saidj  to  almost  e^very  persoh  in  the  city,  iVKowasr 
kiiown  t6  havcf  been  acfiv^e  in  the  proceedings  of 
hsftyean    '  It  could  liot  he  denied,  that  the  meet-* 
rngs  of  I80d  Were  very  select,  and  comprized'  the 

"  lhiB€cJB|opittee  is.Tery  ^iflferctntly  constitjjtfd:  frwn.the  v>e» 
**  which  ^as  contemplated,  irvbeo  X  pFopge^ed  to jieliv^  luy  let-* 
*'  ters  for  inquiry.  My  second  reason  is^  that  I  have  grounds 
*•  to  justify  me' in  concl  lid  in<2:,  tliat  ho  very  impartial  in  vestiga** 
"  tiott'WOuK}  take  pbce.  1  Have  only  ftirther  to  say,  that  it  rii 
"  t)y;.nNMt  atttskmii  desire,  that'*  fair^  intfariial;  add  calidkl 
^  ^q^^hlaftfota  of  those  leit^s  shpu^d  be  jyaniedial^iy  iasittttiled 
"  by  men«  who  wo(u1d  have  for  their  object  the  attainoieiit  «f 
"  truth,  and  who  would  not  be  warped  by  foul  and  malicious 
•*  jealoasy.  I  would,  ther&fore,  propose,  that  even  my  aCcu- 
**  sere  may  nonhioate  any  given  niimber  of  men^  and.  I -shall 
"  H^Aie  «A  equal  immb^r  <»f  actcnowMged  men  of  honor,  aAd 
"  to  Hiem. I  will. submit  the  investigation  eoiighik  for ;  bu^  oa  no 
"  olhcjir  terms  shall  I  ever  give  my  sanction  to  such  a  proc^d* 
'*  iiig }  and  1  am  sure  you  will  agree  with  me,  that  if  this  pfo- 
"  p^«1  b^  not  accepted,  that  these  men,  who  are  now  clamo- 
**  oois  for  itoqairy,  are  not  solely  actuated  by  tJie  motiv49B  ttiey 
^  pfofess,  .  I  hft^  «gf^A,  Sir,  to  repeat,  that  I  do  insist  my  {et*- 
"  ters  will  not  be  given  up  by  you  to  any  body  of  men.  without 
'*  my  consent.  ,  You  hold  them  alone  by  my  permission,  as  the 
"  resolution  respecting  them,  which  was  iiitehded  to  be  pro- 
"  posed,  vras  not  %roaght  forward  oa  the  day  I  handed  theiato 
'*  you,  .because  tbe  patty,  whoi  meant  to  support  it;  wa^  con^ 
*' sciouiitwo^ld  be4iegsktiv«d/'  .."        .: 

.  .    ,     .'  '  I  am  yojuf  obcdieiit  homWe  scirairt^  . 

JATMES  ftYAN.     >' 
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Jf^  property  and  respectabilfty-  of  the  country ;  and 
had  the  support  and  approbation  of  those  very 
gentlemen,  who  then  thought  proper  to  condema 
recent  liieetings  exactly  similar.  The  Jiabeas  coitus 
suspension  act  was  in  force,  when  the  meeting  of 
the  1st  of  March  was  called ;  and  he  appealed  to 
the  honor  and  candor  of  gentlemen,  whether  any 
other  mode  of  collecting  the  sense  of  the  Catho- 
lics could  be  resorted  to.  He  had  selected  a  c6ni- 
mittee  out  of  the  most  respectable  qf  their  persua- 
sion, such  as  no  man  could  object  to ;  and  as  he 
saw  gentlemen  obstinately  bent -upon  carrying  the 
proposed  resolution,  he  would  not  remain  to  have 
a  censure  passed  on  his  conduct^  which  hie  trusted 
would  meet  the  approbation  of  a  more  impartial 
meeting  of  his  fellow  citizens.  Mr.  McDonnell 
then  retired.  The  debate  continued  for  spme  time, 
and  after  much  confusion  adjourned  to  the  next 
day,  Mr.  M  'Donnell  reappeared  at  the  adjourned 
meeting  on  the  next  day  with  several  persons,  who 
had  not  attended  on  the  first  day  of  tire  debate. 
But  the  intemperate  confusion,  into  which  the 
n>eeting  was  thrown,  lasted  several  hours;  and 
the  tmnultuary  scene  was  closed  by  a  motion  for 
adjournment  for  one  montli,  which  was  with  great 
difliculry  put,  but  carried  unanimously. 
Dffiruitics  The  fermert^t,  into  which  the  public  mind  in 
JhlfcorXn- Dublin  was  worked  up  by  the  intemperate  decla- 
tiouAct.  niation  of  opposite*  partizans  at  the  late  Catholic 
meetings,  was  partially  allayed  by  the  open  notice 
and  comments  on  the  Convention  Act  in  the  dif- 
ferent pei'iodical  publications.     It  was  a  sore  and 
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embarrassing  warnipg  to  the  Catholics^  who  natu-  18O6. 
rally  and  justly  wished  to  enjoy  a  full,  fair,  and  ef- 
ficient organ,  through  which  to  convey  their  griet!- 
ances  to  the  Throne  or  Parliament.  They  were  ad- 
vised, that  the  proviso  in.  the  ConTention  Ac^ 
that  nothing  therein  contained  should  prepej^i  the 
right  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  to  petition  Jiis  Ma-- 
jtsty  or  the  Parliament^  kept  alive  and  open  tb 
them  all  practicable  and  peaceable  means  of  team* 
iDg  and  coUecting  the  sense  of  individoals,  .as  well 
as  of  conveying  it;  in  the  form  of  a  petition  to  the 
Throne  or  Senate :  which  could  not  be  otherwise 
effected,  than  by  some  sort  of  representation  or  de- 
legation; more  especially,  where  the  number  of 
the  complainants  amounted  to  more  than  five  tnil- 
lions.  The  Convention  Act,  which  passed  in  1793, 
was  one  of  the  baleful  measures  of  the  Pitt  syst^n ; 
to  muzzle  the  victim  before  the  infliction  of  tor- 
ture: to  render  the  voice  of  the^^ubject  equally 
unproductive  of  prevention  and  redress.*  It  had 
for  13  years  si]:)ce  its  enactment  lain  dprmant:  and 
the  Catholics  had  been  permitted  without  interrupt 
tion  by  every  administration*  during  that  period 

*  It  was  reserved  for  the  Richmorid  administration  first  to  act 
upon  this  statute,  which  had  slept  for  18  years,  when  Mr.  W. 
W.  Pole^he  Irish  minister  wrote  the  following  circnliy  letter  to 
every  sheriff  and  ma|(istn^e  throughout  Ireland  without  any 
previous  notice  or  warnio^  to  any  of  the  supposed  ofiehders 
against  the  Jaw.  .     .' 

''  Dublin  Casik,  Feb.  12,  ISU. 
**  Sia/        ' 
**  It  being  reported,  that  the  Rpm(^n  Catholics  in  the  ttmMy  of 
"  are  to  be  caHed  together,  or.  have  been  called 
yOL.  XX,  T 


1806.  to  collect  and  cxpre*tl«  will  of  tbcfflHRlykith^ 
^ay  most  agreeafaie  to  theditelvvac  The  if  internal 
i}i(i^nce$  upon  tht  most' efficient  and  digniiied 
fiumner  of  atltaifiing  MbH  ob|eot  broke  iibt  into 
rth^  psBcte  of  tYii  poblic,  and  must  halve  gratified 
tbokc^  wht)^  pbUdy  it  ever  was  to  diviife  aiid 
weaken  that  bi^yv  The  Gathdira  iA  DiiUtn^  and 
ih  some  of  the*  eoulitiife  hdd*  h^eetitogs^  at* wkicli 
Addrsd  tor  they  yesohed:  tt^dQ  addnoasrn^  tliehr  new  Lord 
iieQteuan^  lieutenant;  -  The  address  frotoi  iheiUiifeian  Catbo- 


^  dAlegntest|r;^Qi|9ifff;.tfl»f^^oni^^  beh^f  ^  lAeoibelftof 

T*  am  i^olawful  as^mbiy^  ^ttiog  in  Dubliz^>  and  calling  itself  the 

"  Catholic  coQimittee,  you  are  required,  in   pursuance  of  the 

"  provision's  of  ati'  act'  of  tile* 53d  of  the  JCittV,  ttiap.  29.  to 

'«<  catise  la  be  arrested^  uH6  to  tOtatMt  W  Ij^^ikbA  f utiles  bdl^a^l 

«*:  b^  ^ftehl)'  ill  pcfrsimft  wittnn  yoiir  jtirMfctieii,  torbo.  ahall  be 

^'  fuitlty  .^f  ^)v^h&  orii^vi|[^,giy|efv«  ororpujjiish^g^  or  hav- 

**  iqg  puhlisht;(i,  or  of.  causing,  or  haviqg  caused  to  b^  giyen  or 

*^  pub^siied^  any  written  or  other  notice  of  tlie  election  and  ap- 

*'  poinlmeot,  iii  any  ittAttn^r,  of  srucb  reptlesentdtive,  ddegaw 

''^*  m  mtma^eir  as'  aforesaid  ^  or  ^f  aUcnidiiig*  vt>iSilg,  i)r  acting, 

^'  4it  ^  havSng  aitfceiidtd^  VQte4«  oit^fifei  tQ-  ioy  ipapMei',  in  tbe 

f*  choi^9  Q^  appcfints^ettt  of  such  representative*  delegate  or 

''  manager.     And  you  are  to  communicate  these  directions^  as 

^'  Car  as  liesiayour  ppwer^  fprthiyith^  to  Uve  several  inag|«trates 

•*  of  the  said  coiuuy.of 

«'  N.  B.  Sherips  ^re  to  acV  under  the  warrant  of  magistrates^ 
f'  in  cases*  where  the  crime  has  been  committed. 

M  By  command  of  bis  Grace  the  Lord  Lieutenwit* 
^A<  To ,  kc.  &c»  Ac-  .     , 


lies*,  ftlf(9!|»«  the^etiifef^  ««fft^eDt»  of  tbe jMNlf  si  J^ 
tim  peftMi  Mwar<b  t^titm  aNoistry.        ■    / .  ' 

1fi(ln€d<JbbIk{ilii)44)(Mii«i  of  thedky  of  Dvbito^ 
ttn#  of  atffidyy '  ofheM  of  e&at  pekvoaitwv  hit 

^  Wtf,  ilk  lit^ly'artoost  toya}  sabjbits,  RomsM 
Gtfheli<j«;  teg  leifcer  to  tfpin^agh  yow*  Graice,  witiv 
our  Most  h^n^l^le  Md  ^)iit«A-d  c(!)«g1^ttftai|fOO»  oil 
Jour  afriiral  !#  gwetn  this  pfftrt  Of  the- tFnftwl 
Kihg^itti.    D^t)l>^  a«iM$4ld  of  o«r  m0s6  gi^k>a»^ 

*  b  wi«pfMpMed.M.U»  £»ldleiM7  at  ibb  (3a«il«  «i  Tittsj 
day  the  Sl^U)  of  Apr)l  i8P6.;    If  ww  aignejd  by 

The  Earl  of  FingaU  SiV  traiicU  GoolJ,  fiart 

fhe^Pariotkehmare    •  *  Rt)*tft  Caddelf 

*  UrdiVi$f.S!pt|^Hvvell       ;  *  Jaaios  Naagle 
Lord  Trimlestown  •  D.  W.  O'Reilly 
Hon.  Robert  Plunket              ^  Richard  Bolger 

'Hon.CharieaSouihWelV    *  •' J^^htt'FitoitfbiiS 

*^  Sir  Edw^.  Bell*^,  Bafrf.  *  Hti^  Hwnilt' 

*  Sirm  ©4cilly<  Bavt.  ♦  Jtobiiito^e^  ..       .     ..  /  > 
Sir  Tbos.  Biirktt,;  B^r^ 

Aad  apwards  of  lOOQ  reapectable  Roman  Catholic  D[(entlea)«n^ 
frpm  difterent  parts  of  Ireland. 
N,  B.  Thost  marked*  were  sSt  th6  preientation; 
Y  2 
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^^^^  Sovereign's  tnost  condescending  benignity,  in 
every  instance,  we  acjfinowtodge  more  than  com* 
moti  gratitude,  for  ^is  last  and  conspicuous  mark 
of  his  paternal  regi^rd.  In  the  new  choice  of  hia 
confidential  servants,  be  has  most  wisely  consulted 
the  glory  of  the  Empire,  in  the  selection  of  a  no- 
bleman to  fill  the  high  office  of  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  whose  rank  adds  splendor  to  digutiy, 
whose  character  inspires,  trust,  and  whose  name 
possesses  an  hareditary- title  to  our  affections  apd 
attachment.  We  reverently .  a4tnire '  his  Majesty's 
tender  considerations  for  the  interest  and  feelings 
<^  bis  loyal  Iri^  people.  We  th^el^re  wi&  una- 
nimous joy,  hail  the  appointment  of  your  Grace, 
as  the  omen  of  royal  favour,  and  as  the  declara- 
tion of  his  Majesty's  most  gracious  pleasure^  to 
strengtlien  this  part  of  bis  £mpire,  find,  give  the 
most  beneficent  exertion  to  the  existing  laws. 

^^  Thus  it  will  be  ibeB|chievementof  your  Grace's 
administration  to  have  guided  a  salutary  and  com- 
prehensive scheme  of  policy,  to  that  glorious  de- 
velopement,  of  which  the  advantages  have  been 
in  part  displayed,  and  fehe  important^conaequences 
must  be  to  invigoiate  the  admirable  British  consti- 
tution by  introducing  a  loyal  people  to  defend  it, 
as  their  own  chief  good. 

"  May  your  Grace  peimit  us  to  conclude  with  the 
expression  of  tlipse  sentiments,  in  which  all  LrisH 
Catholics  can  h^vt  but  one.  voice.  Bound  as'  we 
are  to  the  fortunes  of  the  envpipe,  by  a  remem- 
brance of  what  is  past,  and  the  ho|ie  of  future 
benefits,    by  our   preference  aiid   by  our  oaths, 
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should  the  wise  generosity  of  our  lawgivers  vouch-  ^^^* 
safe  to  crown  that  hope,  which  their  justice  in* 
spires,  it  would  be  no  longer  ♦ur  duty  alone,  but 
our  pride,  to  appear  the  fbremost  against  approach- 
ing danger ;  and,  if  necessaiy,  to  remunerate  our 
benefactors,  by  the  sacTi6ce  of  our  lives.** 

To  this  address  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to 
give  the  following  answer : 
"  \  feel  great  satisfaction  in  receiving  this  testi-  ^^^ 
moiiy  of  the  loyal  and  constitutional  sentiments  Lie«teuaut. 
of  the  very  numerous  an4  respectable  body, 
who  have  signed  the  address  now  presented,  to 
noe,  and  I  cannot  adequately  express,  how  much 
I  am  gratified  by  your  recollection  of  the  ser- 
vices of  my  respected  ancestor,  and  by  the  con- 
fidence yo^  repose  in  me,  and  those  distinguish- 
ed persons  lately  called  to  the  councils  of  his 
Majesty.  « In  tbe  high  situation,  •■  itf  which  his 
Msgesty.has  been  graciouisly  pleased. to  place 
me,  it  j^  my  first  wisli^  as  it  is  my  first  duty, 
to  secure  to  all  classes  and  descriptions  of  his 
Majesty's  subjocts  in  this  ^art  of  the  United 
Kingdom  the  advantages  of  a  mild  and  benefi- 
cent administration  of  the  law.  With  this  nn* 
portant  oligect  in  view^  I  ent^rtaitf  na  doubt^ 
that  the  Roman  Catholic  inhabttents  o^  the  city 
of  DubBn  wKi»,  by  dieir  loyalty  to  tbd  king, 
their  attaicfament  to  the  coQstittition^  and  theix* 
affection  to-  their-  feUow"Subject%  afford  the 
strongest  peccHpipemlation  to  a  ^vdurable  oon** 
sidoratlfen  of  their  interestak^  ,    ' 


!icmMtin9  9P,4     tOIW.JtV^'^y    pWC^CcJ^?  .Pf    t^\^  ^  Cft tUoUc^  at 

i?ri^t"*"' tbcJT  .<^iffiprt:nt  fli?etipg.^  ji^dj^I  wJtb  ^  new.  fc?  poipt 
prfdoniii4a^i,qg  piart  of  trk^,  (^atl^lic  bpxjy.  prwci- 

meeting  convene^  in  Willigjtw*sty^p,ai§^4,  .^d  for 
.  several  $yccc8§jye  day^s  jpubli^b^^^  i^vtHe  dftily  ormis 
t\}e  fbUp\yit^  j:^l^ti9pl8  ;  . 

*'  J^t  a  meeting  of  tb^  Jloman  tlatbotics,  lield  on 
^'  the  I5th  of  April;  1806,^ at*  tbe.l^^h^ 
'*  ^oopy  Willi^jn-street 

♦*  PojCTPB  Si||;iji.DA?st  i:^  tfep  Chaif. 
'^  JhjB  foJJawi??g  |le?oW^ipns  jj^^re  vj^^i^c^fiy 

.  i*^  Ei:[^l«y£^  Hnat  Tftpiilas  JUoid  Barpa  l^mich 
^-  heaving  &Tm^ly  hmn  tf©e  of  the  peisona  j^n- 
♦*  trusted  by  tlm  i(tiab  patboHcs  with  a  mo^  im- 
^^  poi^taiit  mfaftiQii,  6£  wbidi  tiie  issue  idtts  aiemo^ 
fVmble  abd  successful;  .hatsmg  alao^  tia^ie  that 
f^  t«q;)0,.  perwrered  in  his jfiileBly  ^ito  theGw^lrc 
*:  caiiflCji  aiid  latf^lyi  given>a  decided  :pnt)Qf  of  his 
/«. Spirit,,  integrity  gad  fatrntisoii  lo  pppwipg, 
V*4^$«iQt'«ig  aftd  ctucibiiKiig'  d^^  )dii^aailm^i)k  :9ud 
^ i.  ^nicipusi  tMeippt^  the  isa^  hatd:  F'wch 
-:'  Jiii^tlly^a^d  lioaoFdofy^joi'sriiK.  coafidotee  of 
^*  tbeC^tboljea  of  Outtiq,  ivho  Jm\winMa«ro»ml- 
^\  Ip  fii(>wA  tliem^I Y£&  deserikrr&g  jof  ^  ii^  .€it^fi- 
*^  dence  of  all  the  ij^ik  i^tlwUeP,  iy  ilieir  l!»l, 


"  Mount  Jerome,  having  devoted  the  best  years^ 
"  of  a  lon^  and  mctitofioriis  Bft  to  altevtatin^  the 
"  cal^mitjes  of  p^nal  law,  ^nd  ^lavjn^  been,  the 
"  gre*t  effc^citev  of  tj^t  ?pfrft,  whicb  ^cpesifiiUy 
^^  pleaded  tor  our  ctetiioeraxice)  aad  nccibived  a  1^ 
^^  rewaitl  Jn  the  adttiirajtion  of  his  fellow  Catho- 
*'  lies;  ha  vino;  aho  in  a  late  instjtnce  set  aside 
*'  the  qQp?iUlera.UfW  Qf  ye^rs,  infini^Uyj  full  sc^^ 
"  vicijft  apd  {»dv»te  frkivi^Uip*  iumJ  gome  fqrdi  t^ 
^^  F68oue  the  OUholics  fj^m  a  niiachieif,  that 
'*  threatened  to  iindo  his  labours;  fend  hamg 
"  lastly  declared,  that  he  offers  the  remainder  of 
''  his  life  to  the  same  objects,  to  which  he  ha^ 
''  decjlicatod  al\M^  fQr!0%i^i:«ex.ifitfAQe»  ti^  #9id  Jphn 
''  Keogh,  Esq.  has  there^V  added,  not  to  the  con* 
"  fklence  of  the  Roman  CathoHcS,  which  always 
"  reposed  in  hirri,  but  to  our  gratitude;  and  to  his 
*'  wer\t;Sj  and  to  the  just  authoHty  of  hl.s  name« 
*'  H^pi^y^,  Thlat  the  ,^b9v^  tf sQiwMons  \}q 
^^Jnseited  in  tlie  Dubiia  Paper;^. 

^'  J.  BERNARD  eUNCH.  Sea.» 


The  Halcyop  prospects,  which  Ireland  entertain-    Katmor 
)?d:fi:op)  f4)i?iCbange  trf  ininrstei:?,  pr9<.lucjsd  nunjer- p^pII^^To 
ousk^dm^sea  fxom  pav^icutlaf  bodii^Qr  de$QriptioDS]^J^'^i, 
of  the  iflhabKants  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant.     It 
ipust  be  allowed,  that  most  of  them  were  monitory 
a«d  signi6Qai]^t     T.hey  (jbnveyed  pot  tp  the  seat  of 
governine^k  the  usij^  aduUtory  ^ongratuiatJoiis 
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^2^  *^pon  the  mere  circumstance  of  change :  Imt  em- 
phatically referred  to  the  political  cirCnimtaiices, 
under  which  the  addressers  (they  had'their  loiral* 

*  As  the  Catholic  peculation  of  Ir^and  coQatiti|tes  so  dc-» 
cidecl  a  majority  of  the  nation,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  histo- 
rian to  bring  before  the  public  such  of  their  acts  and  sentiments, 
as  affect  the  public  weal.  The  individuals,  wha compose  the  ag- 
gregate of  the  five  millions,  of  which  Catholic  Ireland  consists, 
will  as  naturally  differ  from  .each  other  upon  political  tf^ics,  as 
J^,000,000  human  beings  of  any  other  description.  But  where 
one  common  object  occupies  the  wishes  and  rouses  the  energies 
of  the  whole,  their  subordinate  differences,  as  to  the  modes  of 
attaining  it,  prove  thenr  sincerity  and  perseterance,  which  mast 
ultimately  be  crowned  with  success*  This  Appears  from  the  fol- 
lowing jesolotions  of  an  ocG^ional  meetiog^  of  the  Komss 
■Catholics  in  Dublin,  which  .speak  too  intelligibly  to  need 
comn^ent. 

.^'*  At  a  meeting  of  Catholic  gentlemen,  held  in  Diihliii»  oh  the 
.,    .  *Md  of  April,  1806^ 

'V  James  Nangle  of  Kildalkey,  Esq.  in.  tb&  c^ir." 
^  y  It  wa»  uQsinimoosly  agr^^  nppn,  that  -i^  t^i^  parochial 
''meetings  in  Dublin  have  within  th^se  few  days  appoint^ 
**  agents  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  an  address  to  His  Grace 
"  the  Ddke  of  Bedford,  on  the  part  of  the  Catholics  of  the  city 
*^  of  Dublin  exclusively,  and  of  further  AuperinleQdjag,  odHibeir 
'*  par^  pb]y,^the  ipoocertis  of.tl^  C|i|ho|jc  body.  We  conceive 
"  it  to  be  of  much  importance  to  that  body,  that  its  uQbilityr 
"  clergy  and  gentry,  its  landed  interest,  its  learned  professions, 
'Vits  merchants,  traders  and  other  inhabitants,  resident  in  the 
<"  country  parts  of  Ireland,  should  be  likewise  provided  with  a 
'  ^  ihedijiim  near  the  seat  af  government,  though  which  equally 
'^  Jo  express  their  sentimen^ts,  feelings  ai)d  wishes^  and  by  .means 
f  of  which  to  propiQte  their  respective  interests. 

•'  The  expediency  of  such  a  measure  at  this  present  time,  is 
'*  obvious.  We  do  indulge  in  a  well  grounded  hope,  that  the 
**  ^aws,whrch^tiHfifrcct  us,wiil,Hhro<igh  the  wise- at>dbeni«;nafll 
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and  pectitli^r  fecljngs)  felt  themselves  aggriewd,  dr  ^J^ 
bopai'tc)  be  bfenefited.   A  ij^thion  fhnto  the  CafliH^ 

*'  sugg^stiotMi  ti  our  graciovs  sorereigti^  be  taken  into  early  cohl 
**  sideration  by  tbose  ▼irtuous  and  illostrious  men,  wb^  be  bas 
**  been  lately  pleased  to  call  to  bis  councils*  Experience  b«i 
<'  moreover  proved  to  us,  that  the  superixitendance  of  our  inte^  ^ 
"  rests  cannot,'  with  a  view  to  their  final  success,  and  with  a 
"  due  consideration  of  the  good  order,  welfare  and  prosperity  ^ 
*'  of  tbe  empire  at  large,  ^  with  saf^y  entrusted  to  any  others 
**  among  u^  than  those,  wb^  aball  mohid^  with  them  tbe  tpiost 
'<  attainable  weight,  talent  and  property  of  the  Catholics  of 
"  Ireland.  '   '  ^ 

*'  Infldenced  by  these  considerations,  ^e  have  formed  our- 
*'  selves  into  an  association,  in  which  we  bope,  shall  be  com« 
*'  prised*  tha  foU  respectabtUty  of' the  Catholic  body.  Its  ob- 
'' ject  shall  be  earnestly,  but  temperately,  to  embrace  every 
**  favourable  occasion*  that  may  pffbr,  to  accomplish  the  removal 
"  of  those  legal  restrictions,  under  which  we  still  labour ;  a  mea- 
•  sure  of  policy,  to  •whtcl^  we  fondly  look,  not  only  to  produce  tlie 
^  am^ioratioQ  of .  our  own  particular  condition,  but  as  tlie  mosl 
"  direct /neiliis  ^f  ^oocentraiiflg  tjie  resources,  perfecting  tbe 
**  streaglb^^nd  wielding  against  tbe  enemies  of  Ithe  British  Em^ 
**  pire»  its  unrestrained  and  undivided  energies. 

"  Resolvbd,  That  Counsellor  Fitzslmon,  be  requested  to  act 
**  a»  Secretary  to  this  Association.  .      ' 

**  JtiHon«BQ,  1W  ourChttiraan  aodS6ei«iiary>1)edire«i»dlo 
'^  gW^  inttinatioii  of,  our  proeeedio^t^the  Catholic  noblemen 
*^  and  principal  gentlemen  of  Ireland^  and  to  request  their  c9r 
*'  operation.  ^ 

*'  Resolved,  That  our  .thanks  be,  'ant!  ar6  hereby  given  ta 
<'  James  NAfigte;  Esq.  for  his  proper  conduct  in  the  chatr.  '- 

^*  ]ka&0LV«9»  'hiat  the  procaedings  of  tMs  meeting  be  pu5. 
^'  Usbed  ini.thjBt  Evening  Herald,  and  ••;%  Dublin  E|ir^niog 
*'  Post.  ■    .      *      •  ,       '  -.•...'... 

.       **  JAME8  I^A^GLE,  CaM%uAK.^ 
, ^^  M/  FITZSlMp;^,  Secret ARY|^*»  ,^ 


930  ia«^Jfe^^(3^r^eJZ^ 

on^  tbe  Ut  of  ^ajr,  ^f>ii,t9inei|.  fbi^,  iwfmJ^  f^ff¥^^ 
toiy  language :  "  We  contemplate,  in  this  event, 
^'  a  wrc*  ptodge  pf  that  «qual  §Am'mi9tm^r^ 
*^  w^ich  has  been  (die  o<bj«ec  of  wkv  wt^i^^  and 
^  vhich  has  appeared  to  h6  tlie  more  removed 
''  from  us,  as  tl^  l^ws  to  pur  disqualification  hav(? 
*'  beep  repeaN*  To  Uioae  pr)i^p]le^.of  cp^^tia- 
''  tional  freedom,  of  whieh  jronriiki&tripiis  &nuly 
"  have  ever  proved  themseHvs  the  advoeales,  we 
*' are  devotedly  attached.  We 'revise  the  British 
*•  constitutipn,  and  w^  hope  f^^^W  ^^  Cfltligi^tSflpd 
^*  Icgi^lirtwr?,  m  miim  pai;Ucipa*ioA  Af  it^fRw- 
'^  chises;  \ve  want  this-  coDSitimiiatioa  of  <)ur 
♦'  hopes.  MeanMThifej  under  your  fSf rtwJfe's  adwi- 
"  nistratipn,  we  do  pot  fear^  but  i^e  shfiU  ^xpe- 
•'  riencf,  that  tlbe  i:^l»^tion  p^.tjib  .p^^wklj^ws. 
^^  under  which  iweand  our  fooefathevs  hMttMiffi" 
**  varfHy  sufiered,  shadl  ]M»t  haive  ^bani/ va^  ^vak. 
**  While  the  ma^stracy,  the  army,  pliaees*  of 
**  subordinate  trust  and  prpfijt  have  been  madjp  ac- 
*'  cessible  to  persons  of.A>Ulf  pawwipij,  W^iji^v^ 
^^  aeen  a  ^^^tkma  and  emkishv"  ^irit^  Kndfiring 
♦'  those  conceistotis  nu^ftfry .  Our'^Oor, '  tmr  in* 
"  dustrious  labourer  and  mechanic,  have  been 
••  jtn^e  ItQ  f  u.flfe?|  mder  tljie  partial  exercise  of 
*«  ill.^wderatppd.*n4>Ul-fWi^  l^cai  ftftthpi^tijr; 
^^  ami  having  v^  «lher  laediiim  of  f judging  of  d)e 
**  spirit  of  his  Majesty's  governm^eiit,  they  have 
^*  been  at  times  led  to  fear  it  was  adverse  to  their 
<^  happih(!s8.\  Wg  bless  the  Divine  disposer  of 
^^  (vents^  that  an  ^ra  more  auspicious  opens  to 
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^'mi^m^3  W^  ^9  «?•    ^  linger  «fefl|I  ye  \^^'^ 

'\%hP  cji^racler  »!f  a  Ipy^l  pimple  ^s,mi^rjep«?^mr 
*'  ed  by  those,  whQ.*§e}f  tilpcftrd.(?J»si5jmp»t/' 
Tb«  Qwety  of  We^fQril  fcs^l,  4?^  tW  loth.  6f  JjJ^ 

tile   jjualifici4  xnanner  thjiey  f^h^^uJcl   ^]Wt«k\^    best  • 
^^fWe  pAiWi^Uie  highest  ir<&U*weirfWf  tfee  cftwJqur 
^^  anfi.iiitiegnty  of  thQs^  gicat  ^ii4^  dUtingiyiibe^ 
•*  :cbw4ietferj9,  ^^Ite^l  4t  9*  |tryiag.*fi^  arUwQo^  mor 
"  Bient  into  his  Majesty's  councils,  and  we  con- 
^^  temj!>late  with  pride. arttd  pleasure,  a  eotnhina^ 
"  tion  so  poweiful,  of  worth  and  tajent,  SMpport- 
^'  ino;  tjie  ri?^!  interests  pf  tli^  country  ; 
:    "  R«f03^VB;j>,  that  in  ^QJiviUng  j«mr  ei^iMoipa-  ) 
^'  ^OK^^  m€  faj»ve Jttst  rea^o  to  i^nsuii  ithe  wisdom  of 
^  goverattient;  and  not,  by  any  preB\ature  or  un- 
s"  tiipely  agitation  of  claims,  embaVras3^n}inis:tcrs 
"^;:  Um  cfjitijt^al  s.c;?t?Qn/'    ^^,      .    ^ 
Their  8wJteeqi«eiat  ,addi](BS^  to  the  Lord  liwte-^^^j^ 


wrnl  expresi^d  tdiew  eo«fidei!ice  m  his  Graces  gp-  o^wafcrf, 
vernment'for  the  extinction  of  religious  animosi- othen  to 
tifs,  ^ndl  a  ^^anomble  p^rticipatioji  of  the  be^pefit^, 
o|;;^g.p<j(^.titMtipn,  witift  ,tbjpv  JPrptp^^taqt  brethren. 
}lb^  4H;»iimy  <of  iCJbr^,f  and  .several  other  bodies 

^-  Al  t  meeting  «f  \\m  Ca^halict  of  th^  county  qP  Clare«  at 
Earns,  on  the  Slsl  of  March,  Mr.  O^^man/  thpugh  slrcngtj 
r^M^ommepdin^  pleakode  «if  coii64eiic^  in  tb^  min>4t«t6,  Md  tl^b 
prddiai^iMi  e«Nitloi|afy  lan^iiag^}  **  Tl^msi)  I  wo^ld  ^tr^ogly 
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^^l-_j  ^  Catholics,  that  separately  addressed  the  Lbrd 

^         Lieutenant,  expressed  their  entire  confidence  in 

the  new  ministers,  and  disclaimed  any  intention 

or  wish  to  limit  their  assumed  zeal  in  the  Catholic 

cause  either  to  time  or  measure. 

^*«!r«8<'»     Congratulatory  addresses  came  in  from  the  dif- 

w^tic!h.iif>   ferent  corporations ;  alt  of  one  general  teBoency, 

TJeu!en«nt;Teferring  to  the  government  of  his  Exoellency'l 

*>!  *Io  IhT  grandfather,  and  expressive  of  national  confidence 

^^*''*''^'-  in  the  name  of  Russell.     The  nation  in.  general 

anticipated  from^  the  spirit  and  fortune,  of  the 

Duke  of  Bedford  a  greater  display  of  splendor  and 

hospitality,  than  had  for  many  years  graced  the 

*'  recommend  confidence  in  the  presff  nt  aulmiDistration,  let  me 
**  not  be  understood  lo  say,  that  our  claims  should  be  put  off 
"  sine  die;  no,  let  us  judge  of  the  present  administration  he 
"  vourabljT,  bot  let  us  decide  on  the  evidence  of  facts  only^  No» 
**!  trust  no  Catholic  wil)  ever  lose  sight  of  this  quesiion:  I 
V  trust  from  the  .peer  or  grand  juryman  to  the  meanest  peasant, 
"  a  sense  of  the  justice  of  their  cause  will  pervade  all ;  that  day 
**  and  night  it  will  be  before  their  eyes.  They  owe  it  to  them*  , 
''  selves,  to  their  country,  to  posterity  and  humanity.  I  hope 
"  (to  use  the  language  of  one  of  obr  illustrious  advocates)  there 
» > .  *  i  '*  ^^^^  ^  "^  CathoUc,  who  will  not  be  of  opiiifon,  that  the  de- 
''  pression  of  the  body  is  iiot  so  much  the  persecution  of  a  sect 
,  .  "as  the  tyranny  over  a  people;  and  to  use  the  l^guage  of 
'"  another  illustrious  advocate  of  theicause  (Mr.  Fox  himself)  it 
'*  ought  to  be  our  duty  to  pursue  this  question  in  spite  of  every 
"  temporary  obstacle.  Vet  I  would  4tiU  strongly  recommend  eve- 
^*  ry  Catholic  (though  an  attadimeht.in  any  administration  to  the 
"  measure  should  enter  strongly  into  his  calculation  in  the  sup- 
¥.port  he  gave  them,  and  should  even  form  the^ basis  of  that 
•  *f  support)  to  waitchearfiaily  arid  dutifully ;  he  should  recollect 
*<  the  strength  and  growth  of  th^  cause^.and  that  imprudence 
''  or  .inieroperance  couM  alone  endanger  its 'ultimate  moc^tu*' 
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CasOe.  Tbp  fcttter  part  of  Lord  ^  Hard widce's  adr ,  j^ 
minis^ratiou.h^d  beea  marked  by  restrictionst  in  the 
viceregs^  expeodttuFes,  which  wor€  the  appearance 
of  the  metane&t  parsimony.  They  were  usuAUy 
placed  to  the  account  of  the  cecoiiomizidg  diree^ 
tbns  of  Dr.  Lindsay,  the  Scotch  prelate  of  Kilr 
dare^  An  addicss  mtus  pcessnted  to  the  ne\ir  Clian^ 
cellar,  Mr.  G.  Pownonby,  by  the  Alunster  bar,  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  on  the  10th  of  April,  to 
which,,  tha  .best  return,  he  said,  he  could  make, 
was  a  pl0d^  of  his  constant  endeavours  to  dts- 
chaige  with  diligence  and  integrity  the  duties  of 
the  great  tirust  his  Majesty  had  placed  ia  him.  On 
the  29th  of  April,  the  gentleman  of  the  Irish  bar 
met,  in  pursjLiance  of  notice,,  in  the  Chancery 
chamher,  for  the  purpose  of  considening  of  an  ad- 
dress, congratulating  the  Lord  High  Chancdlor 
of  IreHnd  on;  his  appointment  to  that  high  judi- 
cial station.  Mr,  Saurin,  as  one  of  the  committee 
for  preparing  the.  address,  prpduced  a  copy  of  it, 
which  was  unanimously  and  instantly  adopted ; 
and  he  then  moved,  that  it  should  be  preaicnted  by 
the  Attorney  General.  Mr.  Bethel  rose  and  said, 
that  no  man  respected,  more  than  he  did,  all  offi- 
cial wd  jttdiqiail  authority  ;  but  h«  begged  it  t<^  be 
recolkcted,  that  the  address,  abput  which  tliere 
coukl:  be  but  one  opinion,  was  the  just  and  un- 
bougHt  tribute  of  the  Irish  ba?{  ,and  that  there- 
fore it  should  be  presented  in"  the  must  public,  in 
dependent  and .  r^pectaWe  iiianner ;  and  he  in-  • 
dulged  an  ardent  wish,  that* he  shoiilcl  ^ee  in  the 
j^Tocession  a  man,  who  had  desen'ed  well  of  the 


M«^  bar.  A  wwan,  wfro  had  #btri  flje  Kiiig's  ^^n 
'^^"*'  tWBBty-'fouf  yetittSy  ati*  terd  tfuljr  n^ow  SB-tls  tlte 
nmitte  of  hontfr  and  independcdce ;  lf»  CMiMt 
/oAtt  PhUptt  Curran/'  Mr^  Sauritf  t«Aadioiist)r 
pmitted  in  tH«'  &Mf«ss  beifi^  pMsdtited  b*f  tite 
AtDortiey  General ;  atkl  it  wafrf^soWe^,  tlitatt  Bft. 
Sherlodkr  the  Ftttl^  of  (^  Biir,  should  ^atl-  on 
the  CbaMdlo^  to  team  vrliett  ^  wofdd  tb  plMtsed 
to  recflke  it. 
cwofMr.     ^^^  «o«khiet  oJF  governmint'  IO')\f*.'  GtitMA 

«rU8aetio6fr  of  IhU  shott-Kvefd-  adnihnsti^idw, 
ii^  as  imdb  as  i«  (te^^y  affitdted  tHe  fti^»(giif  )«- 
t«i«esfft  attd  fi^ptttaif ioii}  of  tf8^  of  tfc6  ter^  ^iic  ^^tirib- 
Ko  ehaia«ter^  to  witkh  Ir^knd  tMM  ufltefttin^ 
looked  up  iHth  >v«j  ^ottfidlEWOe  fcad  adnllNMidti. 
tt  is  M  act  of.  totio«fti  |k^G«f  t^  4ht!<»  mid«  ^ 
vdiv  a«d  shevr  %ow  b^  kmg  ttiled  «i«k{  tixkif  WttvA 
amt  tfapp<^rK¥  o*  aft  OceAsiwi^,  ^a» '?n  thifr  JiHtdnee 
treated;  Tiie  Ip!^  fiitly  ^{y^ecitftiel  ^e  v^ix)6irtl^ 
and  godii  \vift«f  fheir  rulers  ^  tl»eir  cdlidu^  fo- 
>^wnd»  i^btim,  nrho  «OVdil!l^  ^spou$(fr  tte  pe6p^ 
cAu«e.  Mr.  CurYfta;  opendd  bi<^  potit4c^  d&i^t,  ^ 
making  h>8>  coufttt^'s  etfttse  \m  otrn.-  ^[$oti  ik^ 
occasiot),-  mAet  HO  metajcii,  undet  no  <daa^r,'  MMter 
no  perst^cution;  (mdep  no  hit,  tt6)  protnlSsev  «tf^  MMp' 
taition,  4id  be  e«i^  <{tf&li#f  hiS'|^iA<»ipI(>»,'  lAodcvate 
bis  zeal,  or  ii>h\  bb  ioidrgies  ih'  the  popular  tioiise. 

*  Thas  ftarly  and  ■brewifly  wte  k  aBtkipttat^  tbat  a  jMni- 
citlal'^elacUnc«  «xiated  some  uiete,  t9  bring  tfaiiw  two  rtrals  iot* 
{>ubUc  intact.  "  ,  , .       ' 
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httk^ytkrr.ljg^,  when  a  tormit  off  mtsfide  ami  ,  ^, 
€f»rm|>tioii.  was  bewofng.  envy  tbinf^  befote  it,  Mr. 
Cdipftn  waavon^iof  tfa«  select  baodi  of' patriots,* 
wbo  ftrxrfed  a  virtaoiis  connectieib  to  stlem  it.  In 
setUJDg  airtODgst  themaelvw  their  prosj^ective  at^ 
nnffmwt^j  it  tra:$  then  openly:  agreed  dpoti  by 
the  wlMle  piivtyy  that  if  any  cticuinstancds  shoutd 
artff^MAdier  whioU  it  might  beemie  hoiidrably 
p^^ii  to  them  to  accept  lof  of&ce,  it  diould  be  on 
the  tertus'  of  Mr.  Q*  Ponsonfay  taking  the  firgf, 
aad  Mti  Garmn^s  taking  the  necond  pltice  in  tfa6 
cooiM  «>f  their  proftssiotiaf  advanccan^nt^:  That 
precedafrcgft  to  Mr.  Ponsonhy  was  ilot  then  •con^* 
ceded  from  his  superior  ttinMticnat  the  bar  (Mn 
Cuinh  was:tten  far  ab^e  biiti)  hat  s^ljr  on  the 
^and^kf  hit  Attiily.  €on»6i:tioti;^  in  the  dNint^^ 
Upon  the  basia  of.  tbafc^dtMMpa^  i^hkrh  wak  al> 
wxjnt  fttbHcfy  kaowft'tKy  the  wh^te  party^  Lort} 
FitswIIiktni  in  t79S,  mmtwiatod;  Mr.  G«  Pootednby 
to  file  otBee  of  AttorMy  General/  sitid  Mr.  Curmti 
tftthe  ptaoe^^Sdlieitbr  Gistidial.  ^  Oh  tte  lalfe 
ebange^  Mp.  CarraQ  was  ihb  dnrly  ]«i!t^sred?  mbm^ 
ber  ef  that  party;  xdio  i^knaibed  in  Iirel»nd.  Me 
fep66ed4af(Q!M  confidence^  that  the  cd^fltet  wst^ 
«1H  in  foirire;  and  whett  Mr.  G.  PoHSOiiby  had 
acdepte(tl  the  toils,  he  eifpeece*, »  of  cbtirlse,  to 
b;^  heen  a^jfpdinted  to  tlie  neM  attaina^ble^  situa^ 
ticvj,  whtfih  was  the  qflSce  of  Attorney  Geneml. 
Itwaa^  in  fai^t^. the  only  place  in  the  pow^r  of  tite 

T  It  waf  a  small  {^ty«  Iho^gjli  powerful  in  talentw  virtue,.  See. 
Tte  Pvke  of  Leinsier^  {^ord ,  Ponsonby,  Mr.  Grattan,  Mr. 
George  PoiE^«onby,  JVIr.  Forbes,  Mr.  Bpwes  Daly,  &c. 
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itot.  tufv  administration  to  vacate,  from  tir  oAcml 
jrank  in  the  goverament^  it  was  tbe  imtutal  pa»* 
sage  to  that  place  in  the  Kbg*8  Bench^  towhicb, 
as  next  in  professional  advancement,  Mn  Curran 
wasT  entitled  under  tbe  compact  to  look  up  to. 
Since  the  final  arrangement  of  the  new  ministry, 
he  had  been  apprised  by  letterafromMr.  Grattan, 
Mr.  G.  Ponsonby  himself,  and  others  in  London^ 
that^i^  interest  had  been  taken  care  6f^  Mr, 
Ponsonby  had  moreover  communicated  the  same 
to  a  relation  of  Mr.  Curran's;  then  in  London; 
ilkecting  hhn  to  inform  Mr.  Curran,  that  his  place 
€if  Attorney  General  mas  fixed  ;  consequently  that 
\m  quitting  Ireland  would  be  useless* 
The  uoite  The  Duke  of  Bedford  soon  after  airived  in 
j^xllr«n.  Ireland^  ««*  Mr.  G.  Ponsonbgr,  the  new  Chancel- 
lor became,  ^  to  ail  substantial  purposes,  tbe  Irish 
minister.  At  the  first  meeting,  which  was  acci- 
dental^ Mr.  Curran  was  assured  by.tl^e  Chancel- 
lor* that  his  friends  had  not  been  unmindful  of 
Mm^  and  hoped,  that;  he  would  ^nd*  every  thiag 
pejrfectly  lo  his  satisfaction  Within  some  few 
days,  the  Duke  of  Bedford  sent  for  Mr.  Pl^Bket, 
the  then  Attorney  General,  and  assured  hjip,  that 
he  was  not  to  be  removed •  To  Mr*  Curra^U  the 
fact  was  incomprdhensible.  The  Chancellor  left 
it  in  all  its  darkness;^  for  when  t;]iey  next  met, 

♦  Sensible  of  the  extreme  difficulty  of  verifying  ccrttrtn  secret 
act$$  of  the  Cabinet,  ivhrch  are  neTertbeles^  higyy  intereuli^  t» 
the  public  to  b«  known,  the  Author  hopes  to  be  justified  in  his 
attempt  to  devetope  the  system  of  governing  Ireland,  for  sub- 
mitting to  the  reader  some  circumsmnces,  ^vhieh  were  it  that 
tyne  not  lightly  believed  by  the  fc^w,  who  Were*  the  most  ob* 
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(It  witt<  )^hii  Jby  at«ideirt)  AM  lMM»if  dvas  sileii* '-  ,jy^ 

-.')•'     i?  ;   t     *    •     •      ■::^     .  •'■-     /  .•  i     :   -,:.:   ;       ;        • 

not  to>  possess  ^ny  docume.«^  by  which  he  can  prove  Ui^  fu)U 
tnitli  p^tbeinanceuvi^i, '  He  abstains,  therefore^  From  n^ebtigo- 
itt^iiitorif.  •  Ah'  iptito^w  frten*  of  the  'ifieii^Attdf n6y  feii^ral, 
wtio  mM^lj^«wf2llSftiMiiiiB«#/4o  drai^'  wi^hi  lord  G«e«iv|He'  stiid' 
Mft.IVvildi^i  UWier,^bf«eq^nlr«ul  I^IhI  mfn#g^»e!9t.tll^  ffl-r 
fain/)f  Ii^ebayLwcire,  Ukelj^  to  devolvci,  and.  wj^hing  to^  9eciir^ 
for  his  friend  the  iqippitant  situation*  from  which  be  hoped  to, 
precliicte  His  intended  successor,  exerted  hi^  influence  upon  the 
mlitf'OfV-viriy^p^table  prelate/ note 'no  more,  so  sdccess-^ 
ftUy;<'iikMiliiavd<lnfi|]ll«4tAtO  tt  ^1  ftis.<mii  l^rdjiUdic^i  againU^ 
^^Qn^^p^^:;)!^  ^^epfcis^rmd  to  the  EcR^ftelatjs  tb^  t«it|-ewc; 
danger  jof<  '^AmiX&XK^  to  t)ie  pp;inciU  ^f  ttie  ex^cutlTe^  alld  li^F^st^ . 
ing  with  poiiticai  authority  the  man  of  tb^  p^ople^  whose  righ^'^ 
he  had  a^y^ys  ^up^orteii  with  such  transcendant  power^/  and 
wh6  hSti-iAv^^atiriHHe'cati^'of  the  most  noted  rebdi  ^hh  ah' 
at(kit<simi«ely ^eoni^tlbli  witl$  \^zVafi    Thtt- 16  naUAi^  ^M't^ 
tbein^ftai^  {Mfd.conflide^li^.sHv^ti^  of  hi^  M I^je9ky'4 -I^tttfr^l 
ney  Qeners|l^  wpuld  be  0  lejttlie  eneqay  into  tt^  ^^P*  .^^  ^^r 
render  the Kystfim  at  discretion.     The  revereiidpreUte,. though 
formerly  n6ted  *  for  his '  f  iberisirity  of  'sefttmienC,'  was "  electrified*  * 
withthesytap^hie^of  h^  friend,  jsndWdS  pier^tiad)^  t^^xertbik^ 
vanbeilJsSvnitwitkiiis  faMbefiMiEi^ 

oftbinet  was  supposed  to  have  great  weight.  As  soon  as  the  course 
of  the  post  would  allow,  these  unfair  representations  from  Ireland 
wetecohfe^jrrt  over  th6  bfestd  of  the^Loffl  Lfeht^hdht?,'  and  lodge* 
in  (he  hands  tjfn  ndbletti*fihber6fth^  British  cabinet,  who  petiftiti? 
tedtheo^to  loie^'nofhiiig  by  transihissioti,  and  hi'a  tery  ^hbrt  spadtf 
of  lim*  a  Vkto  was  pirt  upoft  the*  admi'ftrfoft  of  Mr.  tJufrinlnto  ariir  . 
sitoatidri  6f  political  toiiftdfence  ot  |>owtff,  and'isotoethlngi'likif 'a 
pcrtmptc^  mandate  was  diipMched  to'lrilatid;  to  C6iifii-W  Mr: 
Htrnkettinhb^itt/atrbn:  I^ihis  4c(iount  be  6orr^<iCMii*.  CSilfratf' 
was  sitrlfitijW^d  th^  intrigues  of  the  secret  eaftlri^t,' antf^  wMr 
him  wer^  given  lip  th0-  prin eipleii  of  IhVt  partj-,  which  "baKT c6h?ir 
into  povi^r^  upon  th6  -ai'oWfed  undertakitig  ttf  c'hilige'^V  ^iio\i 
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?^6.  self  from  England.  •  Lord  Ponsbnby,  thifn  confined 
in  London. by  that  sickness,  which  wa^  sooti  to 
terminate  his  valuable  life,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Cur- 
ran  expressed  indignation  at  the  delay;  which  then 
h^d  taken  place  in  effecting  the  appointment  of  tlie 
office  of  Attorney  General,  ?is  all  otXxexi  had  been 
long  settled.  That  letter  Mr^  Curmn  shewed  to 
the  Chancellor,  but  he  reoeived  no  explanation 
Xvhatever.  After  a  lapse  of  sclme  Svtcks,  Mr. 
Curran  waited  upon  the  Duke  of  l&dford,  by  his 
Grace's  desire,  and  was  theij^,  to  his  utter  asto- 
nishment, apprised,  tliat  he  was  to  be  Master  of 
tiie  Rolls,  as  soon  as  the'  necessary  apran^^ents 
should  hax-e  been  made.  Mt.  Curran  had  never 
before  seen  the  Duke  of  Bedford, ,  consequently 
could  not  vvith  propriety  allude.tqahy  of  the  com- 
manding features  of  that,  transaction^  ^io£  which 
his  Grace  was  to  be  presttiteed,-as  ifi  irettlity  he 
was,  totally  ig:norant.  '  MV.  Curran,  therefore, 
respectfully  retired,  with  ah  almost  decided  pur- 
pose,  to  decline  the  apppintment.  Ii;  certainly 
was  a  direct  departure  from  tlie  compact  witli  Mr* 

^  political  system  of  Ireland.  That  Veto  wm  pm  upon  bis  appoinU 
nem,  precisely  because  he  was  the  fittest,  the  only 'n^an  in  the 
txisting  circaina.tan6es».  who  could,  and  it  w^.vvell  known,  that 
b.e.  would  .fill  the  odicc^  according  la  the  ^riginal^pirit  of  pa- 
triotism, which  had  brought  the  party  together^  It  is  possible, 
that  ^VTr  Grattan  may  have  bee^  collaterally'  touched  h^'  this 
daodestim^  Veto,     If  it  existed,  it  was  concealed  from  Mr.  Cur- 

--  T$n,  a|id  privately  assented  t«  by  those>  who  i^ppear  to  hare 
l^en  liiiM  tipon  either  to  commMnieitte,  it  to.  the  Wty' affected 
by  i,t,.<^r  to  sacrifice  ^eir  situations  to  the  principlei^pon  ivhicb 
theyii'ad  attained  them. 
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P(^ii^nb|ry  :and.wa3  unaccompanied  by  any  symp-  ^J^^ 
torn  ^explanatory  or  sympathetic^    The  place  ntself  "^  ' 
was  the  last  he  could  have  wished  fpr ;  jt  imposed 
uppQ  him  a. change  t>f  aU  his  ^bikj^  of  Hfe^    It 
excluded  him  from  the  gratification  of  any^fi^dal 
^h^r^  in  tl^e  ^dministjration,  which  he  then  th^ght 
would  have  consisted  principajlly^  if  not  altog^tl|er^ 
of  the  trii^d /mnds  of  Irp^aud.    To>  hipn,  it  W:^,^^ 
de?cei^  .  not  an  ^ejpyation.    He.  .was,  o v^rr perf uad^ 
^  by 'friends  t9  fori&gQ  his  jpt^nded  ^ej^us^l     At 
hb  next  (that  too  was  a  casual)  meetii](g  •  witli  the 
Cb^ellor^  he  w^s  apked,  if  he  had  ;seea  the  Duk? 
of  Bedford^  with^^n  official  ^:?cpre^sion  of  hop^ 
thafe  ^very  j^ing.was  to  his  satisfacj;ion.      Mr« 
Curran's  reply  was,  that  His  Gjace'^  reception  was 
certainly  courteous. ,   Even  then,  not  wx)rd  of  ex- 
l)lanation  frqi^  theCh^Bcellor;   ewept  that  Sir 
Micbstel  Smyth  shoAxld  be  ti^ealed  ^th  aii  themb* 
jeet  of  his-  resignatton.    Thus  was  Kir.  Cufran 
thrown  from  the  honorable  certainty  of  a  virtuous 
compact,  to  the  precarious  huniili^tjj^li  of  a  ^ili^is^ 
terial  job.    .After  many  delay*  (peibaps^  ^ipavoidr 
able)  the,  treaty  took   pkbee,  without  the  pri^tyv 
and  ccrtaittly  not  with  the  approbation  of  Mr. 
Cun*an.     He  was  afterwards   informed '  by  the 
Cliancellc^,  tliat  the  arrangeio9f«it  was  complete:;^ 
that  Sir  IVlioh^l  3i^y th  would  reiign  on  the  ter^is    , 
.of  r«dvitig:tlie;  retiring- salary,  and  also  upon  a 
promise  by  the  government,  that  his  Deputy,^  Mr. 
Ridgeway  should  get  a  place  of  p^O'OO  a  year,  if 
aDy  such  place  should  become  vacant  before  t}^ 
25  th  March  then  ensuing ;    until  which  time  no 
.      2  g 
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.^?^3f*'!ttjfl''Wf*.  .*'«W!*''y  .»?c^fi*?««  dpj»*tment,  left 
Lord  (jMnyilip  at  ,th«:b^d  of  t^t.  cqmnpittce^  ??^'*^  !V^^  1'.^"' 
set'onfootTfor  managing' the  affairs  and  patronage  of  Ireland. 
1'Wtf'l*^.<S!'ati*-t6K4t'<;6\lnta1iI^riidy  U  s^ai'e'in' thatJ^mt- 

ha»rwgjuwfoVaL:Aii»iwdi?aedrir;  aab  cifer«ftoe»«ltter!4e^liyil; 

l'??H'il''!'^>"!-''S^8fif?'"^'y..^'f>PPi?'*^')iVy  't^t  opposed  315I 
exbo.scd  the  meajiufes  of  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham?s  admi^is- 

iti^ri^dtr  pocsjcmtf ittoatiooL  .  That  iikitlmty^i&t  fofi  iehkt'K^ltek 
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!Wthat(tblndbQr4lhen/  tbfif/f4eb>a:«abina^^sli«i4f)  HnuigMfQ  t^ A^ep 

conjtact  the  (naa  of  po)iticfa1  fidelilv,  wh^  Haul  ever  b«en  inva- 
riably tfue'tb  rfi'd  interests  6f 'his  injaredaild  d|^pVesiefl  cbiititr}! 
4t  wasV^H^l  ^^viW,  Uiat  liothrA^rglioirf  qfiai  raiftkl  4^tmig|ii;4r 

sitioit  of  that  necessity  from  an  officer   of  governmeni  was 

M>;|te€#fti>p.ftl^  fiy.n«»Pp^U  .I-^r  i^^vjaitipg  ^^tJfal^,HUi;- 
»»Q*€,  i?4l^tflfld  obftegwo#fti<oql^i9^^ce^i5^9  ^«^d?¥xi^.up- 
.4?r  fcH^iftv  .?4ipjpi?|^i^i5P,:,f?r^r^:xpt^iB^  Af ;  •^M»'  •  ^flll^r 

tactics,  and  thgronghly  iinprejgfl;jtp^vi^UJi  ffyfiji^  «p[r'^  ^vf^ifjl^ 

Ite.pfipqi|>tesx)f,^te,^igh  gifj^fl^efif;.^^^^  l^Bt^^^f  ^«}f  ,# 
Jtt*|Ci9i  co9fy^Q^qn,.P^yg!^)t^,;p^flHld.^  ^.pf  ^^^igU .flft^^iftl 
x?TcyiusJSgi^q^,.,i«^|V^}i  C5JRlbi!Wl;^Pi*H^iRg^bi^  Uu^^^«^|a,a./cl^, 

,4»m^fl4ife^«n«fW^Ked,;..>fe? jf^^lqi^^qf .ijtx^  asfft^Wit^.^ftP- 

>J«PWtt%R^>f^?  WexpM«i,sie!w^8.Qf  ^Vja.p^^ptJ^j  .^ije  io^. 
iWti?Ae  ,5^g}e  ^{\^  diiffi4ei\ce.  flf  .the,qfw»5e\lqr^^8fd9  Ws 
.Wio^w  ,J^yiJw  ,jn  ,.^tie  .^pflpfiJ^r  cjgiu^^  ^fjic^gge^of  m^ 
writ^pv^-^^  jC^gipge  ,of,^^t<^;  .the  ,qri»ng;^«p  ^a^  ^,p^t 'ipwr.ii ; 
Jtjji.)pf^t^^jlca^  iftin4.Boi^ned  ^  iff>  1^^ 

.^fl^ta^^WlWWSrj  Wft°^  r^mi^  (no  ,ip^t^r.|hoyv  ,p\ap^i. 

bar  wid|i^  .^J^j^e/aate ;  and  roankiad  depriy^?^  of  tl^  jpyalu- 
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J2^  Months  after  Mr.  G.  Pontonby  Iwd  iwiceptfed  the 

seals,  Mr.  Curran  came  into  office*. 

Sprit  sad       As  it  was  iiot  OH  this  change  of  ministry  the 

he  irah    wish  or  intent  of  govemment'to  meet  thA  riiiing  af- 

*"Sr     fections  oi*  the  Irish  people^   they  thus  artfiilly 

placed  their  friend  and  trusty  advopate  in  an  ho- 

noraUe  elevatioUi  from  which  lie  might  view  tind 

contemplate,  but  conid  not  interfere  with  t^  dis* 

1y  sdtdT  to  by  ttie  niaddenifig  rftg«  of  the  pment  potilieal 
stdnn' ;  can  it  refiise  assent  to  the  overpowering  iiifereii€e»  thst 
Su.  Carran's  forced  elevstioD  into  silence  dad  inaction,  was 
cj/stfiily  effected  Vy  those,  who  shrunk  before  his  pre-excelleace, 
dfekled  corapetHTon^  and  trembled  at  his  unconquei^ble  deter- 
minsition  to  put  down  the  itykttm. 

*  tn  consequence  of  Mr.  Cnrr^  V  appointment  to  the  situa- 
tion of  Master  of  the  Rolls,  the  most  nnmerous  requisition  ever 
ichown  was  signed  and  presented  to  Mr.  Sherlock  the  father  of 
the  bar,  for  the  porposeof  convening  a  liar  meeting,  to  take  into 
consideration  an  addiess'to  his  Honor  on  bis  late  promotion.   His 
talents  were  too  transcendent,  Kb  ftpirit  too  independent,  bis  prtn- 
%       ciples  tod  Irish;  not  to  have  enemies,  who  would  openly  oppote 
this  jU4t  tribute  to  his  splendid  genius  and  unrivalled  fame.    The 
notice  of  the  intended  meetirlg  had  no  sooiler  been  published, 
'than  the  promti^ent  supporters  of  the  system,  set  ev>ry  eOgroe 
'to  WoVic  to  pYev^nt,  embarrass  and  defeat  so  critic«l  ad  appeal  to 
''the  virtue  and  iodejp^dehce  of  tht  Irish  bar  upon  the  brtgtitett 
ornamimt  of  iheir  profession,  and  the  staunch  and  tncorrtiprtbie 
friend  of  then*  'country.     On  the  7th  of  July  the  meeting  took 
'plic^,  consisting  of  250  gentlemen  of  tfie  bar,  of  whom   180 
'  Only  chose  to  dfvide.    O^  these  146  voted  for  the  'address;  3^ 
~  opposed  it    The  (Question  was  warmly  debated  fdr'^ieveral  ftoun. 
In  oppdsition  ahd'defiancd  o(  the  professional  powers  andpoKti- 
^  cal  influence  of  Messrs.  Saurin  and  Bt^e,  the  spirit^  indepen- 
dence of  the  bar  wis  honorably  asserted,  and  the  tafenl,  inte- 
^  grity  and  virtue  of  the  c6i/nlry  triumpll^d  over  the'jeilousics,  du- 
plicity  and  intrigues  of  the  system  and  its  abeUors. 
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positiim  of  tl»ir  ogbta  or  ittteritts,  Hewpskept) 
after  an.  ahsolute.itssuctoce  of  tfafe  place  of  Attor- 
nqr.  Gcoefal  io  the  mgrsterious  darkness  :of:  un^ 
avowed  intrigue,  seduded  frotn  official  confidence^ 
and  as  much. estranged  irdip  the  Castl^  as  if  he 
were  in  his  former  opposition  to  the  government 
The  conduct:  of  the  Bedford  administration  is  not 
to  be  judged  by  subsequent  events,  but  hy  the 
prospects  then  before  them.  Never  was  an  admi- 
nistoation  less  likely  to  be  dianged,  .especially  in 
the  first  five  months  x>f  its  Existence.  When.  Mn 
Curran  was  placed  in  his  new  situation,  tlie  public 
sympathized  with  his  feelings  in  considering  him 
gzeatly  sunk  :by  being  excluded  frdoi  all  political 
confidence.  The  place  of  Master  of  Uie  Rolls 
\vas  as  inferior  to*  that  of  Attorney  Geneml  in 
point  of  pecuniary  emolument,  as  of  political  cori- 
sequence;  the  professional  and  official  income  of 
the  latter  would  have  more  tlian  doubled  the 
amount  of  the  nee  returns  of  the  former.  Allow- 
ing then  for  the  probable  duration  of  th^t  admi- 
nistration, Mr.  Curran  might  Imve  counted  upcih 
tliat  encrease  of  income  and  accession  of  political 
infliience  ai^d  power,  till  he  should  pass  to  the 
chief  seat  on.  the  King's  Bench ;  tlie  natiiral  pro- 
gress and  result  of  the  compact.  That  ol>vious 
and. specific  performance  of  the  compact  vvould 
have  gratified  Mr.;  Curran,  enabled  him  to  render 
morp  sprvice  to  his  country,  and  answeried  the  ar- 
dent wishes  of  his  countrymen,  who  took  a  com- 
mon interest  in  his  prom^otion,  as  he  had  ever  made 
common  cause  \vith  them.     Had  the  brrginal  cditj- 
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chMl  5iiiytk^ald:falive  «aibui^late'  ittb^lvMg  ike 
intertots^f  Mr,  Carraiu  ftioai  i  the  imbnicnii t  ym 
entefediatoy  Mr.  CarrarB' suited  up  'to.^tii6>(stmdi- 
tionSy  ^i/itanil  pritaciptea  of  it  uritk  jsiuictiliauk  Ji* 
ddky.' .  >He*  bad  •  die  oeril:  of  .poDvcddag  and  tde^ 
^p(6kig:tiie  p^soottl'iniulioeofi  eiaery  tnam,  w^  4i^as 
th^  ktioMTQ  enemy  of  thp  cbimtry.  :Wit4io«i  tb^ 
^ails  of  rhe  oowrte  of  justice,  bis  ichttra^ter  ^vm^ 
fMirsued  tgrtbie  most  penevering^alandef,  and  wkh- 
id4iio9e  tiTalls;  though  lius  iw^en^  too.  sitpong^itoi^e 
beaten  jdownlsfy  any  judicial  mali^nity^  vt  urns,  not 
iid '  widd'  1ms  ic^nts.  His  censeqaen t  protBseMXKd 
iloss^sepcceedcd  80,0001.^    Swrh  vrereMiie  cilaims^ 

'  *  .Jt  IS  iiii|>089iWertP.Titewtiii8iLn9|itnv9fll;  of  JMr>SJ«rr^  ii>  aoy 

oi^ipr  vievir^  thaii  (i^bai  ^f  ^be.d^i;kest4n^lice  and  intrigue  «gauut 

•the  rights  and  weV&re  of  Ireland.     If  4ie  circumstances  already 

dolled  had  not  proved  it,  the  winding  gp  of  the  piece  would 

iiave  cdmjilete'd  the  demonstnttion.    In  '6rder  to  (yferent  a  re- 

'<nirreii<$e  to  m  ongv^adiOHs  «  st^/eci/  ibis^4olb»  Will  >ailt«<»pa«e  a 

-r^lBJn^pce  to  isone  Qircidlp|9t»hce9,  !w>H:»b  fifiP^t  chv^oplfgiical  ot- 

j^r.jyiU  jjot justify,  .-TheaBt^nwecyAte  tw  UeitweeiaJi^^  I^Oa, 

,and  Lady.  Day  1S07,  went  oyer  with  little,  intercourse  bet\^'e€(n 

the  Chancellor  and  the  Master  of  the  Rolls ;  and  no  sort  of  ex- 

^hnation  \  tlie  subject  wa^  unihvitring  to  ieaHiparty,    Within 

"^tf  f<Mvdlays  (yf  l(h&  25«b  Mbi<ih  1607,  Mr!  Blliotl  ^iont  to  Mr. 

>C(¥!r^  10  1^  put  tb^  ^fififlS)q)f  Hite  per?on^:))ek>pg^g  <o  S»rJ|li- 

|Ob^l  Snjytb,  and/orwardihem  .tQ  .him,  V^at  the  busUiess  iwi^jbt 

be  settled  before  the.  government  $houl4  resign.     Sir  Michael 

'Smyth  happening  to  coin'e  to  town  on  thdt  very  day /Mr.  Curran 

'appri:S(^d'him  of  Mr.  EHibtt:'!  nwissage,  and  Sir -Michael  «ent  to 

-  the  Secretao^  the  aameai  he  de^iii^d;    VagaeTOpeits  -neacbed  )his 

.Honor jL  ^l^a^  ^e  pr9p3i8f^d,peQsipQS.b£^  ootfbe^ri  gi:an|«d«  Vbough 

\\)^  governme,t>t  conlinuod  till  the  end  .pf  April  1807  y  that  the 

Chancellor  spoke  of  it  with  regret,  as  a  circumstance  vexatious 
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10  place  Mr.  Cwrrt*  4»*  -silHation,  in  whlett  hid 

to  SirjMichftcl  Smylh^,bjit.wii^)|jt  ftny  ^JOjMoa  yrb^^teferjo  aii 
expectancy,,  t^  ^f  JT Xerp  to  t>p  ,iii^c,gQP!d  l?y  W  W^?!??^ 
The  i)uke  of .Se^)i)T4  personally  jnterposeid  ii^liiile  in  this,.a8  0i| 
any  other  a<;t  of  .government.  It,  was  91  matter  iperely  betweeij 
5ir  Michael  S^y,th  apd  the  Chancellor,  or  tfeosfj,,  to  >vhoai  hi« 
Lior(]^hip  had  referred  it.  Mr..  Elliott's  me^^^e  shevred^  ihat 
the  settlement  of  it  hfid  4^^1ve3  upon  liMp,  as  Jsecr^ary,  ^^^^ 
first  intimatix^n  to  the  M^a^er  of  the  Holla  of  ^ny  expectatioi| 
from,  or  call  upqn.him,  tv^s  some  time  ^fteriiie  change  of  mi^ 
riisters  ;  ,\vhen  a  frier^  <if.  theiChajicellpr'^  in  a  private,  cpnycr- 
satioD,  asjt  were  accidentally,  lamented  the  di^iappointment  ,of 
Mr.  Kidjgevray,  and  the  other  subaltern  odicers  of  Sir  MichaiU 
Sniy th's  coart.  His  Hpnqr.  ejcpressed  his  ighof^n/^e  of  the  cause 
of  it;  but  received  no  infoirmatiop lUpon  the  subj/^ct.  ,  A^secqnd 
conversation  (also  apparently  accidental)  took  place^  in  w^hich  it 
was  thrown  6ut,as  a  casual  sui^estion  of  th^  fi;ie^d's  min^,  not 
as  an  authQi:ized  overture  .from  Mr.  Poosonby,  whether  his  Honor 
did  not  ^hink  soipething  ou^ht,to  t)e.  done  for  them  ?  Sufl^ce^ 
here  to  say,,  that  Mr.  Curran^protesteij  against  any,knowle(Jg<^or 
even,surrni-^.ex>f  a  personal  compact  ^itfai  his  pr^doc^sspr,  ^'hlch 
in  .any  manner' effected  hini  or  his  appoini,i3[ient.  If  Wr.  IVu>- 
sonby  had  without  his  kpowlefJ,ge  pr  consul  jgiswered  for  .^im  iij 
any  m^ni^er,  he  l^ad  treated  him  most  ui)kindly  by  hot  apprizing 
him  of  the. responsibility,  which  .he  had  yplunteered.oa  his  be- 
biilf.  He  felt  no  call  upon.Jiipi  to  assume  a  charge  of  8OOOI.  iot 
Jiaviu«r  accepted  a. sj^^aiipn,  Ayhioh  be  CQBsidered  as  the  reverse 
of  an  act  of  kyndness,  as  a  direct  breach  of  .ati  honorable  com- 
pact,  and  as  the  purchase  of  an  iniput^tiqa  on  .his  character,  by 
faljsely  admitting.  hi;iis«^f.(o  have  been  af::^jiTppt  trafficker  pf  a 
iuJicial  office.  ... 

As  Of)  «f  ttlonieiu'  had  .been  made  upon  the  ^i^p^aced  officers  ,by 
tjie  government,  oi^  tt^p  (aith  of  wliich  they  had  consented  to  re- 
«'\go  on  thc.b€(for.e4pentiyn^d  terms,  they  ,oaturally  applied  to 
tbose,  with  whcp  tfaey  had  treated,  wbdst  in  officer  None,  of 
them  applied  to  Mr.  Curran,  as  no  treaty  with  him  had  ever  ex- 
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^^   9pIeo(}id  talents  would  clij|{iil9y  the  tQ^veripg  genius 
of  Ireland,  his  vigil$i«ce  ftifyefit,  her  interestAfrmn 

isted.  Mr.  Ponsonby  gave  a  draft  for  8001.  to  make  up  ibo  first 
yearly  payment  of  their  stipulated  anntiities^  withdot  having 
made  aoy  cdmmom'cation  upon  the  subject  witH  Mr.  Carrao.  The 
tint  intiroatiou  of  that  circumstance  reached  Mr,  Curran's  ears 
from  reports  of  frequent  ConrersationSj  in  which  the  magnani- 
mous generosity  of  Mr.  Ponsonby  was  extolled,  for  paying  out 
ct  bis  own  pocket  the  price  of  Mr.  Curran*s  promotion  and  life 
interest  to  the  rolls.  This  occasioned  Mr.  Curran  to  write  a  let- 
ter to  his  friend  Mr.  Grattan,,  in  which  he  made  a  full  and  candid 
statement  of  i  be  whole  transaction.  Copies  of  it  were  cautiously 
confided  to  some  of  his  friends.  '  It  is  highly  esteemed  by  those, 
ii^ho  have  seen  it»  .for  the  national  interest  of  its  contents,  the 
force  of  its  reasoning,  and  the  elegant  simplicity  of  its  composi- 
tion. In  tha^  letter  he  entreated  Mr.  G rattan  to  comrnunicate 
with  Mr.  G.  Ponsonby,  and  learn  from  him,  if  He  conceived 
himself  to  have  any  claim  in  justice  or  in  honour  upon  Mr.  Cur- 
ran ;.  hoping  that  if  he  had,  Mr.  Ponsonby  would  have  thie  kind- 
ness to  state  tlie  grounds  of  it  specifically  and  distinctly';  and,  if 
Mr.  Curran's  judgment  acquiesced  In  the  claim,  be  would  comply 
with  it  instaiitlyl  If  not,  he  would'concur  in  referring  it  to  Mr. 
Grattan,  Lord  Moira,  Lord  Grey,  Lord  Erskine,  Lord  Holland, 
or  Lord  Ponsonby,  or  any  other  common  friend,  or  friends,  that 
might  be  appointed..  He  wished  them  to  decide  upon  the  most 
liberal  principles  of  justice  and  of  honor,  wHai  ought  .to  be  done 
under  all  the  circumstaiicies  of  the  ease.'  Whatever  that  decision 
should  be,  he  would  perform  most  promptly.  In  doing  so^  be 
should  have  the  satisfaction  of  acting  rightly,  and  be  relieved 
from  the  painful  apprehension  of  being  thought  by  any  man  ca- 
pable of  acting  otherwise*  ». 

LordMbifa,  Lord  H6lhnd,<  and  Mr.'Gr^tCan,  were  named  as 
referees  by  Mr.  Ponsonby,  and  acceded  taby  Mr.  Curran.  Mr. 
Pohsoirby  and  Mr.  Cui'ran  appointed  each. a  confidential  friend 
to  lay*their  reis^pective  cases  before  the  referees;  and  after  re- 
peated urgency  updn  the  part  of  Mr.  Cnrran  to  have  Mr.  Pon- 
■souby's  statement  submitted  to  them,  Mr.  Ponsonby  finally 
declined^ 
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being  betrayed,  and  bis  tried  fidelity  tecure  her  a  ^JJ^ 
most  poKverful  and  incorruptible  advocate  in  the 
Imperial  Parliament, 

Scarcely  had  the  new  ministers  entered uponMr.wiiwii 
their  functions^  than  in  those  part3  of  tlie  coun-  ma^itte^ 
try,  where  Orangeisni  more  particularly  previailed, 
despondency  became  general,  that  their  fond  hope 
of  rerlpesfi  would  befrastrated.  Those  even. of  tlie 
slightest  reflec^tton  readily  distinguished  between 
the  slow  and  complicated  movement  of  the  l^isla- 
tix-c  body,  on  which  the  great  question  of  eman- 
cipation depended^  and  the  quick  and  unincuni^ 
l>ered  action  of  the  executive,  on  which  alone 
rested  the  removalof  the  personal  grievances  they 
suffered  from  tlie  corrupt  oppression  of  the  magis- 
tracy. The  cas^  of  burnt  out  O'Neile  the  hatter 
has  been  before  mentioned,  and  shortly  comment* 
e<l  upon^;  That  and  several  more  atrociotis  acts  . 
of  barbarity  and  injustice  committed  by  Oratigc- 
men  on  the  Catholic  inhabitants  of  Tyrone  and 
that  neighbourhood,  gave  rise  to  a  correspondence 
between  Mr.  Wilson  tlie  Tyrone  magistiate,  and 
the  managers  of  the  Irish  jgovemment,  ivhich  has 
brought  to  light  truths  awfully  aiFecting  the  exist- 
ing state  of  Ireland.  Mr.  Wilson  is  a  gentleman 
of  landed  property  in  his  liative  county  of  Ty- 
ronei:  and  he  informs  lisf,  that  in  the  year  1802,  . 
he  hiid  had  frequent'  conversations  with  M  r.  Wind- 
ham upon  the  subject  of  the  Catholic  claims,  pcr- 

•  Videlntroi  p.  48  &5l. 

t  Introd,   to  his  correspondence  With  Mr.  EHrgtt  and  Mr. 
'Ponsonby. 
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J^^  iseculions,  fcc  c  4wd*'thdt  in  hwlak:  wsit  to;;Eagi' 
Jand^  be  bad  cepeatecjiy  canvelBsd  wsdi  Loprd  £U 
don  (the  Chancellor)  upon  theifame  aalije^tSy  iviio 
'     '    "  fha^  expmsed  hb^^,  that  iie  should  upon- his 
return  to  -Ineland  (Cptmniinioate  h)s  sentiraeotS' folly 
and  free^DTto  his  Loi|dihip  upon  J^be  state  tcf  ^at 
county;  with  whtth  destine  Mr.  'Wllaoa- had  Gom- 
{>lied  :  fant  what  the  nobie  Ijord^  diaug4^ .  of  his 
communications  he  i  had  atill  (to  i  ieaYii;    Sooo.  iiiCter 
be  j»cl<  settled  in  Irebnld,  £fte|3n  hundred  yott»g 
RxMnaaCatHoiMT  in^bi^atiitB  :o£  bis  parish^  id^^ 
throo^  him  their  seni^ices  to  government  i  to  he 
employied  in  amy /part  of  iEorbpe/  pimricled  Mr. 
Wilson  were: pliuDsd  at;  their  (bead.*  .iTheir  address 
he:  conveyed  to>Mr.^>V^ickJpan>.  ^  5Wie  iaDB\tter  tiM 
gentleman  wisKetP  Mr.  WaisonitoMtursi:  to  the  ^• 
dressers  was,  in  bisown' words,  *'^  that  goKemmeDt 
•'had  aifealdy':»reacived  Irom  mber  i)x)dil3s  .of  tl^e 
^^  Roman ^  CaCbolios  many  similar  .offerSy  ibut  tlmt, 
^^  •asiino  decisiocii  .badi^et  bcren.made  upiHi  ikl^e^e 
"  pi^evmis  iones,  it><sot:dd  ;not:aceqa(t  .of  tbb  fK- 
"^  'sent^me,  anditti^refojEe  ooukl /only  tbwik  the 
^^  Roban  Xatbolic   ifnhabitantts  of  Gi^aft^  lor 
/*  their  lQ}'(a;lo{fe£s\pfiServiee,  &c.*      :' 
c«Minn.     »  Sofmfelime  after  Mr.  Widfcham  l»d  hcen.re- 
'i^soU/' jjBaced  by-SirEraiinNepican,  with  j»b<pm  Mr.  Wil- 
rX'nrwMh^briiwas^W^fe^tjuttiiited,  bersk^  lo  Mm  ajmo^t 
uZX"     ootrAgeiiii?  lassaute  o«  a  Roinswi  >Catholicjby  aii 
Otavrgpinan;. :  and  :^pubrK:  vresci<e  of  the  o^Gender  in 
defiance  of  all  his  endeavoufs  to  punish  him,  by 
iunied  Orangemen.     When  he  had ' relatetl  that  bu- 
siness, and  many  other  acts  of  like  tyranny  withip 
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his  ihHi\k(i^\Siys  exbrtJsida^l/f  i!<j^<)r4n^eiirictii.  Jg^- 

that  dotWrig'tWiib^  f)^rt  slHduia'.^''T^)fir  uhtrittt  I'd' 

WlWoron'h*^  rcliartlf  t6  tlfe'tbuAtry,  to  tTati^mitttf 
hifti  th^  n^eiiiA'i^y'tlbtiiirti^hts,  \i?1rti  the  deposttfoiisl 
of  tlfe'iitfnitdBWi;' iMi:;  fec/ili  'draef/  thai  hfe  lijight 
b^  ttizWA  'to-'tiri^  T^ttr-  ds:^6\itioii  'their  jdi'n't 
wishes.-  'Mt-l  Wflio^  cbm^lled  •  antl  'ilthoagH  lie' 
wrot*td'}iti^;'^rtVaVy  tftl-ee  dffie?af;  'aVd  ks  rfiaHy 
pnvk«4M<$ttriW(hn  thit=aajf  nf^  wttieyih'oir^D^- 
cetnljferl^W,  fie!i*!=i/^VfeV  H^aifd'bkfc'iyttibl^'irrtm 
him  d jioln'ilTe  St^tijdbt  ;*; i^o^  t^as ''^f ^/'k'si^gfe  step , 
talcen  to ; ^trtiisli  t"h'e''  k^i^es^of '  W '•  WV^  i^tsciiers. 
Such  wak VHdifesitft  oi'xW^  magistttitie'sj'application 
to  Lo^d*H.dS-dwicke''s^g^ei-nmeiit  to  feilreiss  gne^-' 
ances,  tb  checlcdpprrt^iott/ atid"pi^*Ai8hcriip«/"    ' 

THe  ca?6  of  0*Neil»  Which  gdV^  'iik(^  ti>;  5)fr^c^^* 
VVilsofi'i  coffe8poiidd«te"<(^ith  ty"rtdfoi-d'admi- **''*''' 
nist^itlon,  wus  made  kttown  t'd  ^im  jby' the  follbw- 
in-g  latir  froiii hW  paHsh  t^tlekt '  Whrdli  biit tbb  iiuly 
«ets  forth  the  Iamehtable*'effectsi]f'  governments' 
cottnt^ahcih'g  the'Orail^e  lasb^^ntljit^iiy  in  Ulster,' 
aiMfsdl'ki  in-'b'tlierTiatti  of  the*  tfouritrv."  *     '  '     ' 

To  iBichard  WiisoB,£b4.>  0wnaiLi(M|gt.I 

,.  *:''   ■•'  .•»       .:   .J'i.  ■  •  ■    .'..i  •■'1'-  V.'  i^ 

;'  Pear  SVr,^  i'. '    „...:,,'..;:  •    .:  ■,.{•  ,:■  /;  l.'\    ■ 
"  Q(^QatantinQ'OlNei],.:tbe'rbe9ler,-is!an-hoDesi| 
ladKstfiaas  jaan, .  that  iiA^-  oftte  suiTdred^  g^eat.  inr 


550  The  Rdgn  ^  George  III        ,, 

f806.  jmy^  but  has  been  totally  ruined  within  this  week 
past.  It  was  therefore  usdess  for  hiiq  to  make  ap- 
plication for  redress ;  for  go\:ernment  vm  consi- 
'  dered  as  encouraging  tliese  proceedings  for  politi- 
cal purposes,  which  was^  evidentl}r  the  case.^  But 
from  the  great  providential  change,  that  ba$  hap- 
pened  lately,  and  from  the  consideration,  (hat  no 
wise  policy  can  direct  the  adoptiim  or  encourage- 
ment of  such  a  measure  at  present,  I  now  begin 
to  think,  that  the  men,  who  have  been  ruining 
this  country  by  fire  and  sword  these  ten  yean  past, 
would  now  experience  a  check.  This  poor  man  is 
a  hatter  by  trade,  and  lived  by  his  honest  earn: 
ings,  and  was  every  way  independent ;  for  he  was 
nut  Qf  deb^,.  and  had  saved  some  money.  Bat  on 
last  Saturday  night,  w|iicU  was  the  meeting  night 
of  an  Orange  Lodge,  this  bandittV,  who  are  ge- 
nerally yeomep,  and  arpietl,  came  to  his  house, 
when  he  and  his  family  >vere  >n  bed^  and  setting 
fire  to  the  house,  which  was  a  thatched  cabin, 
burned  it  and  all  bis  property  tp  ashes,  except 
what  was  carried  upon  their  backs ;  they  fired  se- 
veral times  at  himself  arid  wife,  who  both, provi- 
dentially escaped  with  their  lives,  whffh  are  all, 
that  now  remain  to  them  ^  for  their  weeing  appa- 
rel was  also  destroyed. 

*^  I  request  you  will  be  so  obliging  and  charita- 
ble^ as  to  give  him  instructions  how  to  be  redres3- 
,  ed.  The  magistrates,  I  know,  ought  to  be  a|> 
plied  to  in  the  first  instance;  but  this  measure  wilt 
be  unaMiiling ;  for  the  magistrates  abetted  these 
proceedipgs  from  the  begitiniiig,  and  this  niai^ 
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lives  in  the  county  of  Armagh,  and  accojciingly     isoe. 
noc  Within  the  Hmijts  of  ypurjumdicli^^  * 

gistrate;  hence. your  ^charitable  advice  is  all  that 
is  wanting,  which  \  am  convinced  ycm^viil  not  re- 
fuse to  give.  His  situation  in  life,  is  too  humble 
for  his  address  to  g9vernment  to  be  attended,  to 
with  effect,  when  the;  men,  against  whom  his 
dbaiges  wpisld  be  directed,  are  of  some  importaiUCQ 
ashaving'authority,  and  there  is  no  good  to  be  ef- 
pectedjrom  any  magistrate  except  yQurself  in  such 
a  case  as  this.  I  have  the  honor  tq  be  with  senti- 
ments of  esteem  and  respect, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  CONWELL/' 

Mr.  WilsQn  learning,  that  O'NeU  \yas  the  bearer 
of  this  letter,  questioned  him  minutely,  .as  to  the 
particulars  of  the  outrage  committed  against  him* 
His  detail  induced  Mr.  Wilson  to  lend  his  assist- 
ance towards  prevailing  upon  some  Armagh  ma- 
gistrate to  take  his  examination, ,  :0*Neil  had  as-, 
surcd  him,  that  te  durst  not  apply  to  any  of  the 
Armagh  magistracy,   lest  his  application  might 
come  to  the  ears  of  the  yeomen  and  Orangemen, 
which  would  be  attended  with  the  ce^-tain  los$of 
his  life.  ^  He  added,  that,  he  \yas  persuaded,  there 
was  not  any  Armagh  magistrate,  who  would  take 
his  deposition. ,  'Mr.  Wilson,  appointed,  O'Neil  to 
meet  liim  in  Armagh  upon  a  given  day ;  \yhen  the 
first;  magistrate,  to  whom  Mr.  Wilson  applied  to 
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'''^'^  O'NeH'i'latfei-eiidtiiee.^atftl' though  rtti'day^hicf 
dapsed  sirtce  tlie  biittting  nf  ^tfiei  hboTse;  yet  ti^  tlc- 
daird  himsdf  towHy  Jgtrorraht  6f 'tlleirT^er/ atid 
di^cllued  acting  ib*  it.  He^  IrtJtWtei^  ^dvis^tf  'O^eil, 
ai'th*  tnofst  ef!idaci6ils(  W6rfe  6f  pfoewtf?trg,  ttf  a^- 
p!y  at  otyc6  to  the  ^siititit  bdrti^t^/  wh6  "^^^  tfien 
libhMtig  tirt  sessrom,  t&  li*-tir^^ai$sufdii^ife  Si^titt' 
take  in^tarttanedtis  rtic'ans'tblAy^hdltf  •ftJP'tlw'teceii- 
cKarics;  t)Ut  bef6re"thb  potn*  mah'  couM  get  iSiie'ile- 
positrort  \nitteft  out;  tire  -  fertikt^r  ha^tf  left  Hie 
court.  Mr.  WiKon  spoke  tfr  a^ftsidehi  magistfate 
in  Armagh,  to  take  O'Neill;  examiiiatioiis;  and 
when  O'Neil  went  to  him  for  that  purpose,  he  was 
turned  out  of  doots,  attcF  thitati^ndd t6  be  kicked" 
(hat  ni^gist;i-5rte}tleQtaring,)  iie  could  not  take  exa- 
minations against  his  particular  friends,  the  Messrs. 
Vernet  '■  Mf;  WifeV^l  haWng'^ftfrted  lA  bis^eddea- 
voluji  to^'ooufe  0*Nrfr^  Wft>plarttt*'atW^d  to  in 
tl^e  i-egfllar  course  of  jitstiet,'  ccVfnplred-Wrth  hiSre- 
(piest  to  tmnsmit  hls'men^tem^'^td  g^viertinwiit,  and* 
eiK^tosed  5*  in  a  fetwr  to  Mf.  Sectetaiy  EBiotf, 
dated  oA  theS(\i?li  of  April  rSDS^;  ?n  which  amongst 
dthfer  stfoiij^-truthii  lie  saiS  :  •**!  hAtfetakyr^gi^t 
paiiistoskttrfy'iai;^dfWto  riie-tra  of  what  is 
stated  iiv  the  encfo^ed  papfer^;  and  from  a  thorongh 
e^uky  into  the'  diaracWt  6f  tlic  uiifartnnatc?  sub- 
jtctt)f-thetri,  rfearn,  that  his  only  crime  is  that  of 
being  ^a  Itotriatt -Ca^liolic:  >•  Crime  whJdt,  in  the 
minds 'orcemiii  xn^n,  makes  him  undeserving  of 
the  protection  of  the  law^.  tt  i$  Avith  gVeat  con- 
<^ern  1  feel  myself  \^^r ranted  to  dectere^*  tlmt  where 
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an  Orangeman  and  a  Roman  Catholic  ar^  concern-  ^Qg* 
ed,  a  most  disgraceful  partiality  in  favour  of  the 
former  governs  the  proceedings  of  nine  in  ten  of 
the  magistrates  in  the  j)art  of  the  kingdom  I  reside 
in.  And  I  cannot  conclude  this  lettftr,  without 
broadly  and  distinctly  declaring,  that^  if  the. sys- 
tem with  respect  to  ihf  Roman  Catholics  be  not 
materially  altered,  and  that  if  the  Irish  gentlemen 
(the  magistrates  particularly)  do  not  adopt  a  very 
conciliatory  conduct  towards  thera,  there  cannot 
existn  hope  of  cordially  attachmg  them  to  the  go- 
vernment; and  sure  I  am,  4f  they  were  properly 
and  liijinanely;  treated,  their  hands  and  hearts 
would  unite  to  support  British  independence.'*  He 
added,  t^tat  if  his  Grace  should  think,  that  a  per- 
s^onal  Cbiiveirsation  to  explain  what  could  not  be  . 
thofottgtily  done  hy  lettef,  wouM  forward  his  be-*^^ 
nevolent  !and  patriotic  objects  in  this  kingdom,  he 
would  instantly  obey 'his  Grace's  commands  by  tt^  * 
pairing  to  Dublin.  * 

To  this  letter  he  received  the  following  answer  i 

Richard  Wilson,  Esq.  Owha  L^dge^  Mr.EHJott»t 

.:  J  ,  ,     '  ietterioMf. 


Dublin  Cattle,  May  5\  1 800. 
"Sir, 

"  I  did  not  fail  to  take  the  earliest  opportunity 
of  laying  before  the  Lord  Lieutenant  your  letter 
of  the  30th  of  April,  together  with  its  enclosures, 
and  I  have  received  his  Grace^^  coriitilanas  to  in- 
form you, -that  his  Grace  has  Ulstructed  Mr.  Ser*- 
S  A 
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1805.    jeant  Moore,  ojie.ofthe  law,  officers  of  the  crown, 
to  repair  without  delay  to  the  county  of  Armagh, 
for  the  purpose  of  investigating  fully  the  circum- 
btancejj. stated  in.O*Neirs  deposition,  and  to  make 
^  a  special  report  upon  the  subject  for  bis  Grace's 

information. 

**  I  cannotco.qclude  without  making  my  acknow* 

•  ledgments  for  your,  cominunication,  and  I  flatter 

myself,  th^t   the  arrangement,    which  his  Grace 

has  adopted,  will  save  you  the  trouble  of  ajournej 

to  Dublin.    '    • 

"    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  &p. 

WILLIAM  EmiOT." 

(?oinmi68foto     Within:  some  few  da  vs.  after,  the  receipt  of  this 
rite         letter,  Mr-  berjepnt  Moore,  apcpn)pwi«4  by:Mn 
ewe!'       HamjltpB,.  Solijcit^r  for.the  Cr^Wff,  arflvefl  at  .Owua 
Lodge,  declaa-ing,  that. he  ha4  the  comni^^ids of 
,thq  Lord  Lieutewnt,  fully  to  investigate  thfl  whole 
of  the  subjects  contained  in  the  le^^er  to  M?,  El- 
liott    After  much  conversation,    they   both  as- 
sured Mr,.  WUsppj  that  incorrect  as  hpharf.  stated 
»  the  conduct  of  those  magistrates  to  be, •yet  the 
coiwluct  of  the,  magistrat;es.  was  infinitely,  worse 
in  almost  every  other  part  of  the  kingdom.    Soon 
after,  Mr.  Serjeant. Moore  in  die  prosecution  of 
his  commission,  proceeded  to  Armagh,  and.  thence 
went  into  th?  neighbourhood,,  where  the:  o^^^nces 
had  been  comniitted^    On  ;his  arrival,  be. sent  for 
the  elder  Mr.  Verner,  saying,  that  he  copceived,tbrs,. 
in  delicacy,  was  clue  tohiniv  .  To  him  lie  thought 
fit  to^iivtipiax  that,  ashedidnqt^l^now  Iwwto 
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get  at  the  evideiices  his  wished  to'  examine,   he  ^^3^ 
hoped  Mr.  Verner  \<rouId  put  him  iri  tlie  way  of 
amnng  at  tlie  truth,    rmmediat^ly"  Mr.  Verner 
expressed  hl^'  readiness  to'  ^eM  his  sons,  (the  two 
persoris  stated  by  0*>Jeil  as  heacJing  the  ineendia- 
ries)  to  brihg  forward  the  people,  wHoiii  O'^Neil' 
pointed  out  as' able  to^'cofi-bbordte  his  deposition. 
The  evidences  Wei^e  brolight  forviraW'  by  the  young 
Messrs.  Vernei';  biit  He  cblild  not  giit  any  thing' 
out  of  them,  (after  thd  mos't  stfifct  ejcathinatioii); ' 
which  could' tend  tbvvards  the  crimihatibn  of  these 
gentlemen.     Thfe'  hbiise  certainly  w^as  burned  ;  but* 
the  incendiaries  cbiild  lidt  be  idietitifiedl     It  was 
triie,  the  two yoiiri^  Messrs.  Veriler\Veretlierei  but' 
onTy  as  spectators,*  after  the  housfe  was  destVoyed  ; 
but  nothing  appeared  tb  justify  dft  opinion,  that  ei- 
ther of  those  gentlemen'  was'  cbneefneid  in  th6' out- 


rage. 


Mr.  Wilson  made  some  bbse^rvations  upon  thisxHfferenca 
singular  mode  of  probing  to  the  bbttom  such  flagi- Mr'alr. 
tious  f riaiisactlbhs ; '  to  consult  with  the  father  oP^^JJJJ^j^^j^ 
the  supposed  offenders,  and  emf)lfty  the  offenders' ^'^•W~°* 
to  collect  evidence  to  bring  theifiselves  to  the  gal- 
loxvs ;  adding,',  that  if  he  left  the  country  with    , 
this  sort  of'  investigation,    it  Would   have  been 
much  better,  if  gbverhmerit  had  not  paid  any  at- 
tention'to  his  communicatiorisl '   This  opinion  was 
more  pointedly  expiessed  by'  Dr.  Coriwell.     Mr. 
Serjeah't  Moore  appearecf  highly  irritated  at  the  re- 
ffeciiori ;  and'asted  Dr.  (ion well,  did  he  want  him 
to  thrust  the  two  Messrs.  Verner'into  goil  ?     If  he' 
did,  he  certainly  wa^  "mistaken,  but,  //iaf  he  sup- 
2  A  2 
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^J^^  posed  was  the  only  things  which  could  satisfy  him. 
To  this  Dr.  Con  well  replied,  that  he  by  no  means 
wished  for  any^j^ing,  but  such  an  investigation, 
as   might  be   the  means  of  permitting  his  poor 
people  (his  parishioners)  to  live  in  peace ;  that  it 
was  well  known,  that  the  inhabitants  in  Mr.  Ver- 
ner's  neighbourhood  stood  in  such  dread  of  that 
gentleman  and  his  yeomen,  and  his  Orangemen, 
that  they  would  not  dare  to  state  any  thing,  which 
could  affect  him  or  his  party.     During  the  three 
first  days   after  his  arrival,  Mr.  Serjeant  Moore 
communicated  freely  with  Mr.  Wilson,  and    ex- 
pressed a  wish  ^nd  determination  to  get  at  the  bot- 
tom of  (the  flagitious  affair,  and  bring  every  one 
concerned  in  it  to  condign  punishment.     After  his 
interview  with  Mr.  Verner,  his  conduct  towards 
Mr.  Wilson  became  altered;  he  was  cold,  distant; 
and  reserved.     Although   Mr.  Wilson   had    been 
present  at  the  first  examination  of  O'Neil  and  his 
wife  and  others,  he  was  not  suffered  to  attend  any 
of  those  examinations,  tliat  were  taken  after  thd 
.  .  ^    :  Veriiers  had  been  with  the  Serjeant.     Mr.  Wilson 
wrote  to  Mr.  Elliott  on  the  12th  of  May  to  inform 
him,  that  Mr.  Serjeant  Moore  had  taken  unwea- 
ried pains  to  get  at  the  bottom  of  the  business, 
and  that  their  sentiments  had  been  in  perfect  uni- 
som  on  all  points,  with  only  one  exception,,  aa  to 
the  mode  of  getting  at  some  of  the«evidence. 

Mr.  wiVm      Some  days  after  the  receipt  of  that  letter,  Mr. 

t4»Dubiio.  Elliott  sent  for  Mr.  Wilson  to  Dublin.  At  his  first 
interview  with  Mr.  Elliott,  he  was  introduced  to 
tbe  Chancellor,  and  having  been  desired  to  make. 
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his  statement,  he  began  with  expressing  his  regret     '^^ 
at  the  unfortunate  difference   of  opjuion,    which 
latterly  subsisted hetween  Mr.  Serjeant  Moore  and 
him,  and  which  subsequent  consideration  and  en- 
quiry had  not  at  all  removed.     He  was  stopped, 
short  by  the  learned  Lord,  who  earnestly  declared, 
that,  Mr.  Serjeant  Moore's  conduct,  in  his  jouri^ 
ney  to  the  North,  had  met  with  the  most  unqualified 
approbation  of  government.     This  anticipating  de- 
claration, convinced  Mr.  Wilson,  that  government's 
attending  to  his  communications   was   to  amuse, 
not  to  investigate.     He  however  remark^,  that  it 
was  a  very  novel  mode  of  investigating  Ji  most  fla- 
gitious crime,  by  applying  to  the  parties  accused 
to  collect  evidences   to  convict  themselves.     To 
this  the  Chancellor  repfied  with  encreased' energy, 
that  Mr.  Serjeant  Moore* s  conduct  entitled  him  tOj 
and  possessed  the  warmest  approbation  of  govern^ 
tnent.     Mr.   Wilson  made  some  observations  on  " 
t^^e  state  of  the  magistracy  in  his  part  of  tlie  coun- 
try, and  the  Chancellor  asked,  how  he  proposed 
to  remedy  the  evil?    Mr.  Wilson  replied,  that  the 
only  effectual  mode  would  be,  by  issuing  a  general 
new  commission.     This  would  not  give  any  par- 
tial  offence ;  and  care  afterwards  should  be  taken- 
not  to  admit  any  improper  persons  into  it.     His 
Lordship  replied  by  a  smile.     This  ended  his  per- 
sonal communications  with  government.  He  after* 
warcls  found  himself  under  the  necessity  of  conti^* 
nuinghis  written  correspondence:  the  ultimate  re-- 
suit  of  which  lamentably  proves  the  unwillingness 
Af  government  to  -listen  to, '  ^d  their  reluctance  to 
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^J^^  correct  apy  abuses^  th?»t  can  he  brought  home  to 
^  •  '  thje  Orange  predo|Ofiinancy.  Jtlis  perseverance  griev- 
ously annoyed  the  nevvtgqvernmept. 
Mr. Wilson  On  the  ISJth  of  Ju)y  hp  ^vrote  to  Mr.. Elliott  a 
Sir.  liWwu,  letter,  in  !ijvhic}i  .he  .thus  qi^^stlonpd  the  Secretary, 
as  to  the  reaults  of  the  corppii^sion,  wbicl;i  strongly 
affected  the  interests  of  agffl^tbpdy  of  the  people. 
f'  Have  O'Neills  injuries  be;en  any  way  redressed  ? 
?'  Has  he  even  received  a  compensation  for  the 
"  ruin  of  his  property  ^pd  his  personal  injuriies? 
.^*  Have  the  aggressors  (.l?e.  Jthey  who  they  may) 
]'  been  put  in  thp  way  of  puni^hnijept  ? .  Ha$  a 
**  3i'pglp  ^tep  been  t^kep  ,to  prevent  future  ?ggres- 
**  sion3  against  this  ^arapsed,  this  ruined  man  ? 
•*  Has  a  symptpm  of  j^pniejipr^tjon,  a  prospect  pf 
"  protection  (sinpe  JV|r.  Serjjeant  ]^lQore's  visit) 
y  been  felt  or  held  oi;t  to  the,  persecuted  Catho- 
?*  lies,  save  what  my  confined  and  unsupported 
■  *  pp\\'er  afforded,  them  ?  I  am  grieved  to  say,  I 
V  fear  I  myself  can  reply  tp  ?ill  tjiese  questions  m 
**  an  afflicting  negative.'*  In  that  Ijetfer  he  ap- 
plied tp  Mr.  Elljdtt  for  a  cojpmjssion.  for  the 
county  of  Armagh,  as  \yell  as  io\  Tyrone,  ip  or-^ 
der,  as  he  stated,  tp  strengthen  Ws  efforts  in  tran- 
quiiliziq^  the  country^  and  give  fffect  to  the  laws, 
as  he  was  separated  froin  it  (Armagh)  only  by  ^ 
river,  which  runs  tlj rough  his  grounds;  i.ts  coiiti«» 
guity  ei)9bled  offenders  to  ^cape  or  collect  a  party, 
which  set  him  ^t  defiance,  hpfpr^  be  could  get  an 
Ajmagh  magistrate  tP  back  his  ^yarrants;  thp 
nearest  being  five  niiles  distant  f^iom  his  plajCf. 
Thi^  letter  Aya^  follp\yed  HP  b^  ?  se^ppd  m^Xm  % 


Ibtt&ight,  «K9c£isiMted  by  a  grlev^oiis  as^atilt  of  A  boldy     ^^^ 


dfateoutiOO  Oangsemfeti  onthe  perSbii'of  Mf.  WU 
-son,  whb  ahnost  murdered  iiiiti,  c^n  thdr  return 
from  a  public  rqoicirig  given  by  iWr.  Verncr  on 
tfcie  a^tjuittal  of  its  two  <sons. 

On  the  aoth  J^4y  il806,  Mr.  Wflsdn,  whbhadMr.wihon 
been  referred  by  Mr.  Etliott  to  Ihfe  Chancellor  in-  Mr.  Poo- 
*  stead  of  him,  far  a  coqimission  of  the  peacie  iTor*^"  ^' 
the  county  of  Airmfegb,  apprized  his  Lord8hi[)  ty 
fetter,  that  since  the  disgraceful  outt!ao;felcommTt- 
I  tied  against  hhn  on  the  12th  inifeailt,  a  second  at- 
tempt had  been  fifidde  upoto  hiAi  on  the  preceding 
evening;  twit  the  dtokttefes  of  the  iiight,  and  4;lie 
astefisitts  havibghad  re&son  to  believe,  that  hfe  had 
already  escaped  tiifcm,  -  Antted  to  sav^  Mm.     Seve- 
ral of  thehi,  ^3  will  as  the  Orange  oulragers  of 
the   12th  vi^re  kndwh.     For  his  own  part;    lie 
shotild  not  move ;  but  if  gbvertiiti^nt  Were  disposed 
to  take  Up  the  business  in  the  gf^vie  8nd  solfeihn 
manner  it^^  importance  ik  a  iiational  pbitit  of  view, 
so  ithpeiiously  deiiiatidiedi  he  N^^as  reddy  to  Afford 
all  the  aid  i4i  his  poWer  t6  giX^  effect  to  ilisi  eker- 
tl6nS;  he  was  hdwever  t^  hope,  that  if  govferri- 
'  nient  entered  hitSo  •  an  Jnvtstigalio'n',  it  wbiild  be 
carried  on  byperisOfas  pbsse'ssed  oF  vigoluf,  perspi- 
*cajtyi  iand  indejitetidence  of  miififd.     Fite  weeks 
had  elapsed  since  Mr.  Elliott  replied  to  Mr.  Wil- 
son's ftiforniation,  limenling  that  disorderly  and 
tumultuous  tran^Ctibn,  and  expressing  his  iiit^h- 
tion  df  lay  i  rig  it  before  the  Lord  Lieu  tea  jiht 

Mr/'-WikOtt  in  consecjuen^e,  \*^rdle  one  itioreJ^Hi^^ 
letter  to  the  Siecretary,  which  rrferi^ed  to  several  {j^^^^'- ^" 
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y^^^^.  clo^Mtpcnts  of  abused  ^ikI  atrocities  conitiiitted  by 
Qvzngfn}m  on  th^  MiifortMq^te.  Catholics  in  his 
neighbor liQod,  whidi  he  had  tranfiioiitted  tp  gOt 
vert^rner^t,    bitt  which  haiL  remained  uunociced. 
He  thus  strongly  e>;p):esc^d  himself  .(for  'l\>c  las^ 
timi?)  to  the  Secretary.  ,  ^V  I  have  much. important 
•'  raatjer,  independent  of  what  relate^  to  myself, 
'*  that  ought  Xq  he  §uhmittcic|,  to  gr^ve  and  dcUbct 
'^  rate  cqpsider^tion.     When  Ii  perceive  govern? 
^^  xuen.t  disposed,  tp  a|ford  th^t  tp  piy  cotnmtinica- 
J'  tiqn%  1  will  cheprfMHy,    but  peiisons^Uy,  detail 
''  them.     In  the  mea#  time,  I  a#n  .tp  obspiivft  that 
^'  I  sm  prppored  to  provfi,  th^t  the  lavvs  (as  J  in 
.  '\,mj  first  letter  tp  yqu,  jntimateci)  are  O^ofit  par- 
.  ?*  tially  and  carelessly  (I  yfl^}  tp  speak  mildly) 
'/\  administered  with  regard  tp.  the  Ionian  Catho- 
'*  lies;  that  I. have  instaqceS|  within  thei^  few 
/'  days,    pf  rohher^s^.  ass^sins,    forgers  pf  hank 
.  *^  notes,  and   publip  disturbers  being  protected; 
"  and  tliejr  prosec^t^c^r^  frightened  frpm  fqllp.vying 
.^^  up  their  complaints  ;  also  of  examinat^pns  being 
".  either  .secrete4  by  thqse,  whP  PMgh^  ^P   have 
f*  brought:  tkprn  fpjtward,  or  .withheld  fiom    th? 
■  *  clerk  of  the  crown;  or,  if  giyen  tp  hi™>  hjs 
*'  being  prevailed  npon  nPt  tp  frame  bills  of  in- 
^  dictmeijt  upon  them-     AU  this,  Sir,  .1  am.  pie- 
.'*^  parpd  tp  prpve,  and  call  upon  gpvernrnent  *to 
!  "  put  m^  to  the  proof."   In  his  lejtteir  tP  the  Chan- 
.pcllpr,  he  had  hinted,  that  there  was  an  idea  ra- 
ther top  prevalent  W^b  a  g^eat  parj;  pf  the  public, 
that,  government  was  either  unabJe  pr  tinwilling 
tp  protect  the  oppressed.     The  subject  pf  Mr,  WiJ- 
fon>  letters  to  Mr,  Elliott,  and  ,tlie  ^hancellof^ 
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turned  evidently  upon  important  (perhaps  not  gxa-  '*®®^ 
cious)  matter.  It  is  however  worthy  of  observa- 
tidn,  that  his  letter  to  the  Chancellor,  which  bears 
(late  the  20th  of  July,  remained  unanswered  nearly 
two  months,  'which  (including  (Dctober)  are  noto- 
riously the  months  of  the  iidpst  leisure  to  the  Chan- 
cellor throughout  the  year.  His  Lordship  how- 
ever at  last  pondescendec}  to  give  Jiini  tlie  folioyv- 
jfig  answer^ 

'      .* 
^*  Richard  Wilson,  Esq.  Qwna  Lodge.  th^okmi- 

.     •  •  t#TtoMr, 

^^  ElvPlflCf,  Sept.  ff,  I80ff.     ^'^^"^ 

"  I  am  very  sorry,  that  a  pressure  of  business, 
which  could  not  be  postponed,  has  prevented  m0 
from  sending  an  es^rlier  answer  to  the  letter  you  did 
me  the  honour*  of  Writing  to  me  in  July  last.  That 
any  attempts  should  be  made  at  assassination  must 
be  a  subject  of  th^  deepest  regret  •  and  wilU  I  aYrt 
sure,  excite  in  tliie  govcjrnment  tlie  most  arixioiia  • 
desire  to  detect  and  punish  tlwse,  who  are  guilty 
pf  them,  and  I  hope,  that  nb  description  of  hi$ 
Majesty's  subjects  ju  Ireland  will  ever  have  reason 
to  cop^ider  tl^ose,  io  whom  be^  may  be  pleasied  tp 
delegate  his  authority,  as  either,  unable'  or  UnwilT 
ling  to  potett  theiti.  With  respect  to  the  adnjit 
nistratjon  oFthe  puke  of  Bedford/ I  can  most 
confideutly  a0i{ip,  tl^at  there  iiever  was  and  n^ver 
will  he  i^' this  country  one  morq  sincerdy  dispose^ 
to  protect  with  vigbur  aiid  iinpartiaKty  all  it»  in^ 
liabitants ;  and  thit  whoever  shall  violet?  tlie  ls^\\% 
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1806.     will  find  his  Grace  both  williDg  and  able  to  vindi- 
cate tlieir  authority.  , 

*•  The  application,  which  youliaye  been. pleased 
to  make  for  a  commission  of  the  peace  for  the 
county  of  Armagh  not  having  be6n  seconded  by 
the  recommendation  of  the  governor,  or  either  of 
the  uiembers  for  that  county,  or  of  any  resident 
privy  counsellor,  lam  undpr  the.  necessity  of  for- 
bearing to  comply  with  it. 

"  i  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  &c. 
"  GEORGE  PONSONBY,  C." 

Mr.  wiiaoD  Tl^is  answcr  of  the  Chancellor  was  a  dignified 
SiMi^n  i'^^^l*  ^o  ¥r.  Wilson.  His  actual  qoipinission  for 
fiMrArmagb.  Xyron.e  supcrscdcd  any  call  ,for  a  recommendation 
of  his  fitness  to  be  a  magistrate  for  an  adjoiniog 
county  within  some  few  yards.  There  was  then 
no  resident  privy  counsellor  in  the  county  of  Ar- 
magh. The  governor  resided  in  England,  ai]d  the 
members  were  absent  ou  their. military  dutyv  The 
application  was  however  made  through  a  privy 
i:QU!;ise)lor,  the  secretary  to  the  Lord  lieutenant*. 

*  In  or^er  to  place  the  whole  conduct  And  Ireatmcot  of  Mr. 
Wilson  uii^cr  tb«  reader's  eye  at  one  view,  we  shall  anticipate 
Mitae  facti,  wbiqb  will  enablie  liim  to  read  oiost  distiiictly  ti^ 
ii^tiiy  of  9ptirU»  pi'ii^iple  ajad  aqiion  in  the.  t)ire4»  successive  ad- 
^ii^ustrsMions  (Hard,wicke>  Bedford  i,  and  Ricbunend,)  jjnd^r  w  hici^ 
lie  acted  as  a  country  magistrate.  The  notoriety  of  Mr.  Po"- 
fCNiby'$  refusal  to^irm  Mr*  WMsoii  with  ai  commissioa  for  Ar- 
.  ^agh  pcCAsioned  mofe  murages  from  the  OrangeineB»  than  bed 
iMsfoce,  diagracod  thad  Dei^bourbp^.  The  ^ility  of  escape  from 
"JyrQue  iaio-Aranagb,  wheife  tbey .we?«  »ur^  of  io^unity  aadpw- 
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This  rei^sal.of  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  extend  Mr, 
Wilson's  cocp^ii^sioa  of  the  peace  to  the  county  of 

tection,  ipuUiplIed  and  emboldened  offenders.  Soon  after  the 
change  of  ministry^  that  is,  pn  the  19th  of  May  1807,  Mr.  Wil- 
son in  consequence  o^  several  fresh*  atrocities  haying  been  com- 
mitted on  the  Roman  Catholics  of  his  district^  wrote  to  the  newr 
Chancellor  Lord  Manners,  "  to  point  out  the  necessity  of  a. strict 
*'  enquiry  in,to  the  abuses  and  evasions  of  justice,  which  existed 
''  in  that  quarter  of  the  kingdom  (and  he  also  feared  in  every 
*'  other  part  oF  it.")  He  enclosed  authenticated  staten^ents  of 
the  particular  enormities,  wliich  remained  unpunished  and  coun« 
tenanced.  On  the  2d  of  July,  Mr.  Lockwood  the  Chancellor*^ 
Secretary,  answered  .the  letter  .by  returning  the  papers,  which^ 
he  said,  did  not  call  upon  his  Lordship  in  his  official  situation  as 
Chancellor  t9  give  any  directions  about,  and  tjiat  tjie  Chancellor 
desired  to  be  relieved  from  am^  further  correspondence  on  the  sul^ecpp 
On  the  next  day,.  (3d  July  1807)  Mr.  Wilson  was  formally  put 
out  of  the  commission  qf  the  peacp  for  the  county  of  Tyrone  by 
a  regular  vvvxi  o^  supersedeas*  As  to  tije  continuance  and. progress 
of  the  system  in  Tyrone,  Mr.  Wilsop's  letter,  published  in  the 
Evening  Herald*  so  lately  as  on  the  lithof  January  1811,  will 
speak  will)  more  authentic  point,  than  any  collection  of  interme- 
diate facts,  ho^«ver  numerous  and  atrocious.  * 

f-  TO  TH6  EDITOR  QF  T»P  PV^NINIO  HE^lALD, 

*'  The  spirit  of  impartiality  ^nd  patrioftisra,  Wi|nc)i  tppeare4 
to  govern  your  paper,  iikkiced  nae,  formerly,  to  give  it  tbepre^ 
ferenc^  of  such  publications  aft  the  infatuated  policy  qf  gorevn*- 
nient  e<^pell^  me  to  bring  forward.  The  same  opiaiun,  and  the 
wme  cuusB,  occasion  the  renewal  of  my  correspeodeoce  ;  yet,  I 
confess,  I  da  90  with  some  little  hesitation,  liavthg  observed,  that 
for  more  tha^n  three  years,  the*  wretched  sta:t<Et  t>f  this  paft  of  tiia 
kingdom  has  scarcely  evfrr  t>een  tb%  subject  of  your  notice,  &l* 
though  it  appeat*3  to  me  next  to  impossible,  that  the  various  acts 
f^  fttrocity^  ^hich  s^re  almost  ilaily  committed  in  it,  sboald^oi 
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y^^^  Armagh,  which  was  within  a  stone's  throw  of  lii^ 
residence,  iahtl  in  the  heart  of  a  district  of  abuse 

hare  reached  your  ears.  Be  that^  however,  as  it  may,  I  shall 
endeavour  so  far  to  interest  you,  (by  way  of  advertisement  for 
a  more  lengthened  and  distinct  detail,  which  I  intend  to  poblLsb, 
as  soon  as  the  anhappy  situation  I  am  placed  in,  will  permit  me 
to  commtt  it  to  the  press)  by  observing,  that  the  district,  in  which 
I  reside  is  now  become  literally  a  scene  of  blood  and  devastation'. 
That  the  most' barbarous  and  unprovoked  murders  (*'  unpro- 
voked/' except  by  ihe  victims  being  Romaii  Catholics)  are  per- 
petrated, without  distinction  qf  sex,  pr  consideration  for  youth, 
beauty,  or  innocence  !  That  so  far  from  Orangeism  deelining 
amongst  us,  it  is,  if  we  may  Judge  by  its  fruits,  hourly  gaining 
strength  in  cruelty  and  audacity  ;  insomuch  as  nearly  to  bring  a 
blush  upon  the'  checks  of  some  of  its  less  bigotted  supporters! 
With  regard  to  myself*  life  excepted,  iihasltfi  me  nothing!  and 
that  has  hitherto  been  prevented,  only  through  a  generally  re* 
ceived  opinion,  that  /  mil  sell  it  dearly  I  I  liave  been  thrice  at- 
tempted to  be  assassinated  within  these  last  eighteen  months ; 
once,  indeed,  nearly  rnurdered  ;  for  which  two  of  the  assassins 
were  punished  by  an  imprisonment  of  three  months;  for  which 
punishment  I  am  to  acknowledge  myself  iodet>ted  to  the  interfe- 
rence of  Lord  Northland,  and  his  agent,  Mr.  Armstrong ;  as, 
from  former  experience,  I  have  jgood  reason  to  believe,  that  the  de- 
linquents would  not  have  even  tetenput  in  the  way  of  trial  ?  They 
are  now,  however,  again  let  loose  upon  me,  and  since  their  li« 
beratioDj  are  continually,  one  way  or  the  other,  persecuting  and 
plundering  0)e  !  Public  subscriptions  were  opened  by  the  Ben- 
burb  Orangemen,  for  the  purpose  of  defeating  my  ckiim  to  a 
fimall  compensation,  which  the  Grand  Jury  voted  me,,  **  on  ac« 
count  of  the  liurning  to  the  ground  a  range  ot  ninety  feet  office 
i>flSces,  (the  lofts  filled  with  bay)  in  the  course  of  the  sunnier  of 
1809/'  In  justice  to  six  or  seven  of  these  men,  (who,  I  under'* 
stand,  fire  not  Qrax^^emen)  I  mttst<>bserve»  that  they  refused  to 
^iveihe  sanction  of  their  names,  saying,  tbat  "  Ih^y  wdbld  ra- 
ther subscribe  to  obtain  me  a  cempeDsation*  thao  lo  deprive  nie 
(if /)pe,  Hnowing,  i^  they  did,  bow  barely  \  had  beei^  i|fie<l  «p4 
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THid  outrage,  speaks  no  very  ardent  desire  in  Mr.   r^^^^ 
Poiisonby  to  revise  the  magistracy,  or  correct  their  <    •    - 

plundered.**    Not  wishing  to  make  an  ungrateioi^,  oinission,  I 
forbear  mentioning  the  names  of  such  of  these  men  as  I  just  how 
fecollect;  but  wheii  I  learn  the  whoie,  I  will  take  care,  that  lh« 
public  shall  be  acquainted  with  them.  •  In  the  name  of  one  of  tii^         ^    "> 
greatest  of  villaiins^  a  traverse  wais  brought  forward  and  sapported^ 
by  three  others  of  the  gaugj  (one  of  whom  generally  believed 
to  be  the  incendiary]  but  though  the  jury  was  perfectly  well  dis*-' 
posed  in  their  favour,  yet  such  was  the  inerrability  of  the  evi^ 
<lence,  it  was  obliged  to  give  a  verdka  in  my  favotif,  butonlyfoir 
a  fourth  part  of  what  the  Grand  Jury  had  previously  allotted  me, 
and  not  suificient  to  pay  the  €Xf>ences  of  thepreisenttnefit;  *hd" 
not  two  hundredth  part  of  my  actual  losses  sinc^  I  resided  iii 
Owna  Lodge  !  The  opinion  of  the  jtjsdy  eminent,  pdi^on/  who- 
presided  as  Judge,  was  pretty  clearly  ^eai,  not  only '>J'ith  regard 
to  the  verdfct;  But  also,'  withfefspect  to  the'tdnductof  a  certain 
otBcer,  m  the  business  of  the  traverse!     All  thJ»,  aft  the'proj>er' 
moment,  I  will  lay  before  the  ptrblic ;  but  for  rea^^ons  of  prti  -  * 

tlence  and  delicacy,  I  must  just  now  decliive  farther  a41us»on  loi 
that  officer,  as  I  mean,  65  soon  us  /'  am  enabled,  to  produce  him 
<)erore  a  legal  tribunal,  y&r  other  acts  (if  atrocity  towards  me,^ 
Within  these  two  years,  three  of  my  best  farm-houses  have  been 
burned  to  the  ground,  and  two  moVe  racked  to  pieces,  with  the 
farms  bid  waste.  My  own  house  has  been  repeatedly  attarked, 
and  is,  at  this  moment,  nearly  in  a  istate  of  ruin  ;  several  acres 
fif  plantations  haVebeen  M^/cr  destroyed,  and,  of  coarse,  as  often 
renewed  ;'  all  the  timber  upon  my  Kttle  estate,  cut  down  and  car- 
ried off;  a  firie'yionnf^  orchard  also,  cOt  down;  my  gates  and 
fences  stolen  of  broken  dowri  ;  my  deme'^ne  made  a  common  of 
by  the  set  of  Tiilains,  who  surround  me;  my  setvants  beaten 
and  insulted;  Whenever  ■♦hey  venture  abroad  upon  my  business  | 
people,  who  were  to  work  for,  or  otherwise  serve  me*,  threatened 
iftheywbuld  enter  into' my  employment;  1  myself  repeatedly 
^Iragged  to  goal,  not  ibr  debts  of  my  own,  but,  ortce  fbf  another' 
'nan**,  and /ujjce  by  people  Uho,  so  far  from  owing  them  aMy 
thing,  werr  considerably  indebted  to  me  !  a,  conspiracy  of  $Q?n€ 
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"00.  abuses:  however  strongly  this  had  been  promised 
by  the  new  ministers,  atad  Wsis'  sanguinely  expect- 
ed at  their  hands  by  tlie  suiTei^rs  under  uiagistra- 
tical  oppression.  * 

^^J[J^^^      For  the  better  developing  the  system  of  govem- 
Ukatrvfu-   log  Irdand,  it  has  teen  necessary  Mo  retail  the^on- 
duct  of  those  men  towards  Mr.  Wilst^n,  *  who  were 
possessed  of  the  means  (had  the  will  accompanied 

^my  otmlciMM«»9  stimolatad  by  two  viHaios  of  atiprneys.  As 
to  the  truth  of  almost  the  whole  of  these  calapiities,  1  can  pro- 
duce the  evidence  of  the  two  highest  personages  in  theldngdon]; 
and  also,  for  my  unwillingness  to  bring  my  case  before  the 
public.  Their  reasons  for  obliging  me  to  do  so,  they*  may  pos- 
sibly, one  time  or  other,  be  called  upon  to  exptaia«  • 

"  I  hav<^  already  obtruded  too  much  upon  youi.  paper,  and 
therefore  will  hasten  to  a  conclusion  i  but  1  must  first  desiie 
leave  to.  ask,  if  there  can  now  be  any  reason  to  doubt  of  the  mo- 
tives for  removing  me  from  the  magistracy  \  Were  they  nut 
f9unded  upon  my  administering  justice  with  t^^rtiality,  ngoar, 
and  incorrupHbUifyy  with  regard  to  the  Orangemen,  apd  for  eo- 
deavouring  to  protect  the  wretched  and  oppressed  Ropaan  Catbo- 
hcs'  from  their  barbarities  ?  Let  my  •**♦♦••**♦  ansiwer  this,  if 
he  can,  and  account,  satisfactorily,  for  refusing  my  repeated  en- 
treaties *♦  for  a  knowledge  of  the  ground  of  my  retnavaL'*  And 
here.  Sir,  I  would  suggest  a  qviestion  for  the  discussion  and  deli- 
beration of  his  Majesty's  Council  and  Paeltament  i*  (it  must  nut 
be  presumed  to  be  agitated  elsewhere)  *'  When  the  people  find 
their  appeals  to  justice  disregarded  by  their  rulers,  is  there  not 
more  than  a  probability  ,that  they  will  appeal  to  each  other,  and 
may  not  this  dernier  one>  be  attended  with  consequences  rather 
hazardous  f* 

.'<  As  onf  of  the  people,..  I  take  leave  to  expres^jmy  gratitude 
for  your  exertions  in  behalf  of  oppressed  V^l^n^ 

"  R.  WILSON." 
Ouma  Loder. 


Administration  of  the  Duke  op  Bedford.  3$7 

them)  of  purging  tlie  SubortSin^tc  ttiagistracy  of  ,^f^^l 
the  practical  rn  tolerance,  brgotry,  atid  corroptiott, 
which  necessarily  set'  die  harassedi  arid  aggrievetf 
peasantry  against^  tlie  ]aw  and  the  gdveniment  of 
their  country.     Whatever  time  a  gecferai  revision 
of  the  magistracy,  and  a  reform  of  its' abuses  m^y 
*  have  required)  hadigovernnfient  siticei^ly  Uikeu  tbe 
Heirulean  task  in  band,  oouki  •  not  jUstffy. the  in^ 
versidn. of  every  principle  of  revision^ittd  reform  ill 
the  particulair  iofstance  of  the  T^rotie  mligistriate. 
Tl)€  broad  historical  fiict  is,  tiiatfor  majly  n>6nt}iii 
after  the  accesfiioa  of  the  new- administi^tion,  tlie 
magistracy  remalnodiiu  the  same  stat^,- in  Which 
ithad.ekiateri  duric^tthe  several  preceding^  ^dim-^ 
uistiattonsw     It i  wiis  impoiBsibte  tiierefbref^  that  tlie 
oppressed  and  adOlicted  peasfttit  shotijd -expect  mercy 
and  jfusiiee  fr(>m  the  hand  of  his  oppressor  and- 
tortujier :' aqrcl  such' bad  he  too  long  found  the 
Orange  magistrat'e.    Immediardy  thtough  him  bad^ 
the  atrocity  of  the  system  been  inflicted  upon  the' 
mass  of  the  popiUalion  ;'  from  him  dfd  tliey  take 
their  ideas  of  the^^xecutive  government  of  the 
country ;  for  the  country  magistrate- was  the  only 
man  armed  with  citil.  authority,  with  whom  they 
6ver<!ame  into  immediate  contact.     £n  proportion, 
aji  the  leading  Catholics  attejnpted  to  reconcile  the 
feelings  of  the  body  to  the  susjpension  of  the  great 
questionof  their  emancipationduring  the  first  ses- 
sion  of  ^Barliament,  so  earheist  were  they  in  assur-' 
ingtbem  of  the  sincerity  of  their  friends  in  power 
to  p^it  every  thing,  in  immediate   preparation  for 
bringing  it  forward  in .  the  proper  season  with  ef*^ 
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1806.    feet  and  in  the  raean  time  ta  realize  their  fondest 
expectation&of  being  redressed  in  every  grievance 
ithort  of  the  application  of  that,  grand  panacm* 
iVicKiigtof      As  long  as. the  persuasion  could  be  kept  alive, 
£^^  that  the  Irish  government  was  acttmted  by  the  spi* 
jS^wtS^"  rit,  and  directed  by  the  councils  of  Mr.   Fox,  so 
long,  and  no  longer,  did  tlie  mass  of  the  Catholic 
body  loolk  to  redress  with  wnne  degree  of  confi- 
dence.   The  circulation,  rather  than  the  publica- 
tion of  the  contents  of  Mr.  Fox's  letter  to  Mr. 
Ryan,  helped  to  keep  alive  that  impres^Qn  longer^ 
than  it  otherwise  would  have  lasted,  from  aoy 
judgment,  that  could  be. reasonably  fbrmed  from 
the  conduct  of  the  new  admiqist:ratioti  in  Ireland. 
Something  however  was  to  be  attempted,  m  order 
to  keep  up  a  delusive  appearance^  that  the  Bedford 
administration  moved  upon  the  pivot  of  Mn  Fox's 
principles.     During  the  whole  Summer,  tlie  health 
of  that  liberal  and  enlightened  Statesiman,  the  value 
of  whose  life  to  tlie  Bri.tish  Empire  .and  to  man- 
kind was  unknown^  and  incaladable*  declined  so 
rapidly,  that  he  was  unable  to  attend  with  his  usual 
energy  to  the  pending  negociatioQ3  with  France. 
To  prevent  the  despondency,  which  his  innbility 
to  advise  and  direct,  would  have  naturally  diffused 
through  the  thinking  part  of  the  community,  tk 
real  state  of  his  expiring  powei*s  was  suppressed 
from  the  public  knowledge,  till  deception  could  no 
Ipnger  ansvver  its  own  views.     He  was  never,  ia 

*  If  ever  the  words  of  the  poet  could  be  fairly  appliea  to 
» statesman,  Mr.  Fox  was  that  man,  yitiutm  mvlmum  oditnusl 
Sublatam  €^  Qculis^  qv^rwm  inwidu    '■ 
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fact,  apprized  of  the  checking  attd  irreforming  ,J^^ 
conduct  of  those,  to  whom  by  his  own  consent 
the  management  of  Ireland  had  been  delegated^  • 
which  to  the  nation  at  large  appeared  rather  calcu- 
lated to  redintegrate  the  oligarchy,  which  Lord 
Townsend  had  destroyed,  than  to  put  down  the 
nmltifarious  influence,  of  the  ^  Castle^  which  had 
sprung  out  of  its  ashes,  and  had  become  the  cor- 
rupt engine  of  establishing  ^he  system  of  Mr. 
Pitt. 

The  ears  of  the  Chancellor  were  daily  assailed    Mr.poo- 

•  1  /•   1      1.  •  11..    8""*^  "^^ 

with  reports  of  the  disappomtment  and  dissatis- about  re- 
faction, which  every  where  prevailed  at  the  conti-  mi^rtmcy! 
nuance  of  the  old  magistracy  ;  not  one  of  whom 
bad  beeri  superseded,  although  Mr.  Ponsonby  had  " 
received  the  Great  Seal  for  several  months,  and 
had  taken  no  steps  towards  forwarding  the  reform 
of  the  magistracy,  which  'depended  solely  upon 
bis  own  will  and  pleasure  :  yet  the  revision  of  the 
magistracy  had  been  always  considered  as  the  test 
of  sincerity  and  good  will,  in  the  new  ministers,  to 
the  Catholic  cause,  and  the  welfare  of  Ireland ; 
it  had  been  prominently  displayed,  frequently  re- 
iterated and  explicitly  promised  by  Mr.  Fox,  in  his 
letter  to  Mr.  Ry^n.  The  northern  abuses  had  been 
brought  to  an  op)?n  contest  between  Mr.  Wilson, 
the  Protestant  magistrate  of  the  county  of  Ty- 
rone, on  behalf  of  the  Catholics,  on  one  side, 
J^nd  the  combined  forces  of  the  Chancellor,  Mr. 
Secretary    Elliott,     Mr.    Commissioner    Serjeant 

Mooie,   Messrs.  Verner,  and  their  numerous  aux- 
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•f^  iliarieSy    oo  behalf  of  the   Orangeman  on   tk 
other,  of  which  the  final  issue  h»  beeft  already 
detailed. 
•iHi^u^w     The  Wexford  tnagistracy  had  been  for  several 
mgiitrates.  years  prominently  oppressive  and  obooxious  to  die  , 
people:  aiid  with  these  Mr.  Poosonby comtaaeQced  | 
his  revisian  and  reform.     He  advised  with  a  Ca-  ! 
tholic  geBtieman  of  respectabiUty  and  confideficf^*  j 
wlio  was  a  native  of,  and  well  knew  the  interesU 
and  feelings  of  that  county.     He  asked  him  'what 
would  ' please  the  Catholics  f    The    answer  was 
breaking  some  magistrates  qnd  making  others.    At 
the  desire  of  the  Chancellor,  he  then  meBtioned 
some  Cathoiic  gentlemen  of  that  county,  vihom 
he  conatdered  eoiinently  quaiifted  to  be  f^t  into  i\\t 
commission  of  tl>c  peace,  and  hh  Lordship  wrote 
down  the  names  of  nine  persons,  to  six  o4^  wliomt  J 

^  Edward  Hay,  E^q.  Secretary  to  the  Catholics  of  Ireland. 

f  Amongst  these  were  John  Breen,  of  Tagmon,  Esq.  and 
Philip  Hay,  of  New  Ross,  £sq.  Some  months  after  their  ap 
potRtments,  these  two  gentlemen  'were  fovmatty  soperseded ; 
not  from  inability  or  any  neglect  of  daty  or  abuse  of  oiBce ;  bul 
Mr.  Hay  was  superseded,  because  he  had  neglected  to  qualify 
withrn  two  months  after  his  appointment ;  which  might  have 
been  just  and  proper,  had  not  several  other  magistrates,  wIm  I 
were  gtajliy  of  the  same  neglect  been  permitted  to  retain  their  j 
commissions.  Mr.  Breen  was  superseded*  because  it  was  ai* 
leged,  he  had  had  the  rope  round  his  wtck  in  17^.  The  £ari 
^   •  of  Kin^on  had,  in  the  House  of  Peers^  unnrarrantably  aspersed 

this  gentlemen's  character,  as  being,  on  account  of  his  disloy- 
ally, most  unfit  for  the  office  of  a  magistrate.  Iq  the  year 
I7i?8,  Mr.  Breea  had  been  compelled,  whilst  in  tfoe  hands  of  the 
rebels,  to  act  as  a  commissione/  for  iheiii,  under  the  menace  of 
hnmeciiate  death,  if  be  refu^cU    He  was  afUrwards  tried  by  a 
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in  about  six  weeks  from  that  time,   he^  granted  y^^ 
commissions  :  ai^d  ^tM>ut  the  same  period  fourteen 

court  martial,  and  most 'honourably  acquitted.  Lord  Kingston 
himself,  when  a  prisoner,  offered  to  lead  the  rebel  army,  during 
their  ascendancy  at  WeKford,  and  upon  his  trial  by  court  mar- 
tial, be  was  in  like  manner  acquiitted,  Th^  4?ger  of  the  Noble 
Earl  to  lead  the  t^W  ar^)y  was  less  compulso^*y,  than  the  com- 
pliance of  Mr.  Breen  to  act  as  a  commissioner.  The  supersed- 
ing of  Mr.  Breen,  after  having  been  recently  put  into  the  com- 
mission, was  that  act  of  Mr.  Ponsonby,  which,  in  the  task  of  re- 
forming the  magistracy,  eaused  the  stroBgtsst  sensation  in  the 
country.  Mr*  Breen  was  supereminently  qualified  from  his  lo}'- 
alty,  inibrmation  fini  tnAuence  in  the  cowiity^  U>  act  as  a  ina^ 
gtstrate  ;  for  that  very  treason  was  he  reviled  and  traduced  by 
the  Orangemen,  who  always  found  access  toihe  ear  of  the  new 
Chaacelior.  We  subjoin  the  letter  of  Major  Fitzgerald  to  Mr. 
Hay,  relating  to  his  case,  ih  orde?  to  meet  the  charges  of  Mr. 
Breen's  enemies,  which  operated  most  unjustlv  to  the  prejudice  *  , 
of  the  Catholics  of  Wexford,  by  the  disgraceful  removal  of  that 
gentleman  from  the  magistracy  upoasuch  unjust  grauods. 

*'  AuguH  Qih,  1307, 

"  I  received  your  note  this  moment,  and  feel  much  pieasare/ 
in  giving  you  information  respecting  Mr.  Bceen,  and  highly  ap- 
prove  of  your  attention  to  protect  this  respectable  gentleman 
from  the  obloquy,  that  is  so  unjustly  and  unmeritedly  pointed  at 
his  character.  While  i  was  acting  as  brigade  Major  to  Major 
General  Hunter,  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  Mr.  Breen  and  Mr. 
CuUimore  were  charged  by  a  committee,  who  were,  in  fac>,  ep« 
pointed  by  government,  as  fit  person*  to  antijcip«te  vexatious 
prosecutions  and  charges  ;  bat  who  were  decidetll y  a  set  of  men, 
wbo  acted  in  the  contrary  way,  became  violent  saaggiaary  ac- 
cusers, and  were  more  calculated  to  inflame  and  disturb  the 
peace  ef  Xhe  county,  than  fulfil  the  duties  they  were  intended 
for.  By  thos^  accusers,  those  respectable  gentleman  above 
mentioned  were  conducted  before  a  court  martial  highly  respeot- 
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^^^  of  tbj  most  obnoxious  and  unpopular  of  the  for- 
mer ins^gistiates  of  that  county  were  superseded. 
Complaints  had  also  been  made  of  the  Carlovv  ma- 
gistracy seven  of  whom  were  superseded.  Little 
or  rather  no  salutary  effect  was  produced  by  this 
revision  or  change,  on  account  of  a  general  con- 
viction, which  prevailed  throughout  the  county, 
(whether  well  or  ill  founded)  that  the  changes 
were  rendered  subservient  to  electioneering  pur- 
poses.    Air.  Burton,  who  was  then  canvassing  the 

able,  and  appointed  by  general  Hunter,  and  prosecuted  for  act- 
ing as  commissioners  to  the  Wexford  I'ebels.  After  a  long  and 
patient  hearing  of  the  charges  brought  against  the  prisoners,  the 
court  declared  the  facts,  a«  they  were  universally  known  :  That 
these  gentlemen  acted  under  I'ie  imperious  hand  of  comptdsion, 
In  preference  to  the  alternative  death.  So  impressed  was  the 
general  with  the  patience  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Court,  that 
they  instantly  discharged  the  prisoners ;  having  first  paid  them 
niany  complimentary  assurances  of  his  sincere  opinion  of  their 
loyalty,  and  at  the  same  time  adding  observations,  that  served 
a:i  a  proof  of  his  disapprobation  of  such  shameful  abuse  of  the 
power  confided  to  those  factious  accusers.  I  need  not  tell  you, 
that  the  source  of  real  information  to  government  was  perverted 
4i  ;  and  lost ;    and  General  Hunter,  by  his  judicious  consistency^ 

had  ensured  the  atfectioiis  of  the  people  to  himself,  and  indu- 
bitably retained  the  soui'ce  of  information.  So  convinced  was 
1)6  of  the  purity  of  Mr*  Breen's  conduct,  that  many  explana- 
tions had  been  made  to  him  for  the  arrest  of  those  men  :  but  to 
ho  purpo<ie,  until  eiiected  by  Uie  committee.  I  shall  at  all 
times  be  happy  to  furnish  you  with  any  fact  in.  my  records 
When  wanting  for  a  fair  and  honorable  purpose; 
•'Jam,  &c. 
"  (Signed)  BARON  EDWARD  FITZGERALD.*' 
*'  Edward  J  lay,  Esq.  ♦ 
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county  of  Cartow,  was  a  near  relative  of  Mr.  Pon*  ^  J^^'_^ 
son  by  ;  and  it  was  given  out,  and  very  generally  be- 
lieved, that  such  of  the  magistrates  as  voted  for  Mr. 
Burton  wi^e  restored,  and  that  several  of  the  most 
objectionable  of  them  retained  their  commissions, 
upon  no  other  claim  of  merit,  than  that  of  having 
voted  for  Mr.  Burton.  Whether  the  imputation 
were  founded  or  unfounded,  it  equally  prevented 
the  effects  intended  by  the  revision  of  the  magis  * 
tracy,  which  were  to  tranquillize  the  ruffled  minds 
of  the  people,  now  necessarily  irritated  at  the  dis- 
appointment in  net  attaining  what  they  had  recol- 
lected, Lord  Grenville  had  advised  them  to  petition 
for  year  after  year,  until  their  prayer  should  be 
granted.  Mr.  Ponsoitby  went  no  further  in  the 
promised  revision  of  the  magistracy.  Nor  did  he, 
during  the  whole  time  he  held  the  great  seal  of 
Ireland,  to  which  the  patronage  of  the  country  was 
appendant,  in  a  single  instance  provoke  the  hosti- 
lity of  the  Orange  faction,  by  inflicting  upon  any 
one  of  the  body,  whether  public  or  private,  howe- 
ver atrocious  or  notorious  his  outrages  against  the 
Catholics  had  l>een,  any  mark  even  of  the  disap- 
probation of  government.  His. confidence  in  the 
known  supporters  of  the  Orange  faction  was  mark- 
ed :  as  well  as  his  general  diffidence  and  reserve 
towards  their  most  prominent  and  avowed  ene- 
mies. 

Durins:  this  session  of  parliament,  the  case  of  Lord  Onm. 
Mr.  Judge  Fox  was  set  to  rest.  As  one  of  the  on  W.*°** 
committee^on  that  business,  the  venerable  Lord  cm**  ^^** 
Tliurlow  came  into  the  House,  leaning  on  the  arm 
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jy^  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  who  eppeated  to  take  a 
lively  interest  in  tlie  fate  of  the  virtuous  Irish  Judge. 
His  Lordship  delivered  a  learned,  constitutional 
and  forcible  speech  agaibst  the  origin  and  whole 
process  of  that  state  prosecution.  The  new  mi- 
nistry had  certainly  the  merit  of  doing  justice  to 
Ireland,  in  rescuing  two  of  her  Judges  froin  the 
fangs  of  ministerial  vengeance,  to  gratify  the  ma- 
lignant resentments  of  individual  who  fancied 
themselves  insulted  and  exposed  by  any  instance 
of  virtuous  independence  upon  the  bench.  Lord 
Grenvillc  had  repeatedly,  duung  the  session  mov- 
ed to  put  off  the  con€S.deration  of  Judge  Fox's 
case  from  time  to  time  :  and  bis  Royal  Highness 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  as  the  friend  of  Lord 
Abtrcorn,  said,  he  had  been  requested  to  signify 
fo  the  HoAise  liis  consent,  that  the  matter  should 
1>e  deferred  for  a  short  time,  but  trusted^  as  his 
Koyal  Highness  expected,  tliat  the  matter  would 
not  be  put  off  sine  die.  On  the  19th  of  June, 
Lord  Grenville  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for 
taking  into  consideration  the  petitioit.of  Mr,  J. 
Fox,  which  having  been  read  by  the  clerk,  his 
Lordship  observed,  th^t  the  period  was  now  ar< 
rived,  when  it  became  a  question,  how  far  it  would 
be  either  wise  or  expedient,  or  how  far  likely  tlie 
calls  of  justice  would  be  anawered  by  their  LonU 
ships  entering,  at  such  a  period  of  the  session, 
upoii  tl^e  investigation  of  a  subject  of  such  an  ex- 
tensive nature.  For  his  part,  when  he  considered 
the  nature  of  the  case  they  Were  called  upon  to 
investigate,  and  the  very  advanced  period  of  the 
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ses^ion^  he  had  no  hesitation  in  giving  a  ckckled    ^^^ 
opinion  *ag^in$t  such  a  proceeding.     Wilh  respect 
to  the  subject  itself,  iu  a  more  enlarged  point  of 
view,    lie  liad   repeatedly  expressed  his  opiniao^ 
tliat  the  proceeding  originated,    ab  initio^  in  a 
place,  where  there  existed  no  jurisdiction  compe^ 
teat  so  to  take  cognizance  of,  or  to  decide  upon 
it.    That  opinion  he  rested  upon  the  broad  prin^ 
ciple,  that  by  the  law  of  parliament,  or  even  by 
the  constitution,   no  charge  of  this  kind   coukl 
originally  be  preferred  or  proceeded  upon  in  that 
House,  as  a  court  of  appeal  or  of  criminal  juris- 
diction.    In  the  last  resort,   they  could  decide ; 
but,  with  exception  of  what  regarded  the  mainte- 
nance of  their  own  privileges,  they  could  not  con- 
stitutionally entertain  a  matter  of  criminal  com* 
plaint  in  the  6rst  instance.     In  this  be  was  borne 
out  by  the  all  tlie  constitutional  authorities,  parti- 
cularly by  the  case  of  Lord  Chief  Justice  Holt, 
the  authority  of  which  afforded  a  decisive  prece* 
dent  in  point*      Wliat  he  now  saiJ^  he  wished 
to  be  understood  as,  in  no   degree  refttrring    to 
what  might  have  transpired  in  evidence.     That 
testimony  was  given  ex  partem   and,   thdrefore, 
whatever  might  have  been  swoni,  nothing  had 
been  proved.  His  opinion  rested  not  on  any  pf  the 
facts  of  the  case,  but  upon  the  conviction,    that 
the  proceedings  hitl>erto  bad  were  contrary  to  the 
law  and  the  constitution  of  the  country.      For 
every  case,  wherein  tlie  law  was  transgressed^  the 
law  provided  a  reniedy  to  be  obtained  by  proceed- 
ing in  a  regular  and  lawful  course.    That  House 
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1806.  ^05  jjqI;  a  court  of  original  jurisdiction.  Were 
they  to  open  the  doora  of  the  House  to  complaints 
of  this  kind,  and  proceed  to  entertain  the  present, 
upon  what  principle  could  they  shut  them  against 
the  complaint  of  any  party,  who  might  consider 
himself  aggrieved  by  the  decision  of  a  judge  upon 
a  circuit,  or  by  his  behaviour  to  him  as  a  juror? 
Where  would  the  line  be  drawn  ?  Other  complaints 
must  be  entertained,  as  well  as  those  against  Mr. 
Judge  Fox,  and  their  Lordships  might  be  occupied, 
as  in  the  present  instance,  for  three,  nay,  even 
to  an  extent  of  seven  yeass.  These  proceedings 
would  go  to  render  not  only  more  arduous  and  un* 
acceptable  the  office  of  a  Judge;  but  even  in  tlie  way 
of  expence  t6  amerce  him  to  that  degree,  as  would 
absorb  the  whole  of  his  well  earned  salary ;  the  re- 
compense of  a  life  of  toil,  and  studiously  acquired 
science.  No  man  could  be  more  desirous  than 
himself,  to  provide  duly  and  legally  for  the  safety 
and  protection  of  their  fellow  subjects  in  that  part 
of  the  United  Kingdom  ;  but  had  his  poor  voice 
been  attended  to,  anotl>er»and  more  efficacious 
course  would  have  been  adopted.  He  should 
therefore  propose  to  adjourn  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  case  to  a  day  beyond  the  certain  ex- 
tent of  the  present  session,  namely,  that  thefarr 
ther  proceedings  in  this  case  should  be  adjourned 
to  that  day  two  months.  On  that  questioa  hav- 
ing been  put:  ^ 
Debate  off  Th^  Marquis  of  Abei'corn  said,  that  he  had 
^ge  Fox's  heard  the  Noble  Lord  with  great  pain  and  regret. 
If,    as  yvas  to  be  apprehended,   from   the  grea| 
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weight  and  authority,  which  the  Noble  Lord  had  ^^^^ 
in  that  house,  a  negative  was  to  be  put  upon  the 
further  proceediugs  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Judge 
Fox,  he  feared,  that  there  would  be  soon  suffi- 
cient cause  to  lament  the  precedent  established  by 
such  a  decision,  and  that  the  Noble  Lord  himself 
would  e'relong  repent  it.  He  would  not  atteinpt 
to  reply  to  the  arguments  adduced  by  the  Noble 
Lord  for  the  purpose  of  proving,  that  the  charges 
ought  not  to  be  brought  before  the  House,  as  he 
considered  the  time  was  past  for  such  an  argu- 
ment ;  the  House  having  already  repeatedly  decid- 
ed to  the  contrary.  They  had  ordered  witnesses 
repeatedly  to  attend  to  give  their  evidence ;  a  si- 
milar order  had  been  again  made  this  session,  and 
witnesses  were  now  in  attendance.  The  witnesses 
had  travelled  many  weary  miles  to  attend  at  the 
bar  of  that  House  to  claim  the  justice,  which  was 
due  to  them ;  and  now,  after  having  heard  a  part 
of  the  evidence,  and  gone  thus  far,  the  proceed- 
ing was  to  be  suddenly  put  an  end  to,  the  remain- 
der  of  the  charges  was  not  to  be  investigated,  and 
with  respect  to  those,  which  had,  the  learned  judge 
was  to  be  deprived  of  the  opjjortunity  of  i-ebutting 
the  evidence  against  him.  He  regretted,  that  he 
must  be  under  the  necessity  of  detaining  their 
Lordships  a  considerable  time,  but  he  felt  it  to  be 
his  duty,  under  the  circumstances,  in  which  the 
House  was  placed  by  the  present  motion,  to  call 
their  attention  to  the  whole  of  the  evidence,  which 
related  to  the  charges  against  Mr.  Judge  Fox, 
with  the  view  of  putting  it  to  them  upon  the  whole 
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^^^^  of  the  case,  whether  they  could  consifitently,  or 
in  justice,  now  suddenly  abandon  the  proceedingi»^ 
which  they  had  commenced.  His  Lordship  then 
entered  into  a  very  long  and  minute  detail  of  the 
charges  against  Mr.  Judge  Fox,  and  the  evidence 
in  support  of  them,  commenting  on  each  charge 
as  he  went  oiu  Lord  Eldon  followed  on  the  same 
side.  He  maintained  that,  the  powers  of  that 
House,  from  which  they  had  no  right  to  recede, 
were  judicial,  legislative  and  inqilisitoriaL  The 
matter  had  been  allowed  to  originate  in  that 
House,  and  they  had  no  power  to  allow  it  to 
drop  without  coming  to  an  opinion  upon  it.  Eveu 
if  the  matter  should  be  allowed  to  pass  over 
for  tlie  present  session,  he  should  not  conceive 
himself  warranted  in  allowing  it  to  go  by  during 
the  next. 

Lord  Chancellor  Erskine  supported  the  motion 
of  Lord  Grenville-  Though  the  powers  of  the 
House  might  be  inquisitorial  as  well  as  judicial,  be 
apprehentkd  that  cases  of  complaint,  in  which 
that  House  must  ultimately  be  the  judge,  sbouki 
always  prigiiaate  in  another  place. 

£ar,l  Moira  was  of  a  similar  opinion,  and  en- 
forced the  necessity  of  allowing  a  person,  who  was 
not  deprived  of  his  judicial  functions,  to  go  on  in 
the  undisturbed  administration  of  them,  until 
such  time  as  a  regular  charge  was  exhibited  be- 
fore a  proper  tribunal. 

Earl  of  Buckinghamshire  opposed  the  motion. 
And  Lord  Hardwickfi  conceived  that  the^  charges 
should  be  proceeded  iii. 
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Earl  Spencer  agreed  in.  the  motion  of  his  no-  i«06» 
ble  friend,  and  Earl  /f^c^/TTzor/^n^/ maintained,  that 
the  charge  having  been  once  entertained  by  that 
House,  tbey  were  bound  to  proceed  in  it  The 
House  divided  ;  for  Lord  Grenville's  motion,  25  ; 
against*  it  16, 

Thus  closed  the  prosecution  of  Mr.  Judge  Fox,  j^^^l  ^^ 
after  it  had  for  three  years  taken  up  the  time  of  «»««• 
the  House  of  Lords^  forced  from  the  legislature  a 
partial  and  useless  act,  drained  the  public  purse  of 
above    <£S0,000,    and   harassed  an  upright  and 
inflexible  judge  by  vexatious  prosecutions,  exor- 
bitant expence  and  malignant  obloquy*     Notwith*" 
standing  the  short  duration  of  the  Grenvillc  ad-* 
ministration,   and  the  quick  return  to  power  of 
the  prominent  coadjutors  of  Lord  Abercorn  to 
crush  the  venerable  judgg,  who  had  dared  to  make 
head   against  the  system,   yet   so  powerful    was 
the  acclamation  of  the  respectable  and  indepen- 
dent part  of  the  nation,   in   favour  of  his  inte- 
grity,   correctness    and    inflexibility,    that    they 
have  never  since  ventured  to  bring  the  matter 
again  before  tl)e  public^     Even  without  an  oppor- 
tunity of  repelling  the  foal  crimination  of  an  over- 
bearing and  confederated  ascendancy,  the  encreas- 
ed  A)nfidence,  approbation  and  creditor  the  dis- 
cerning public  h^vc  superseded   the  necessity  of 
any  defence  and  refutation  on  the  part  of  that 
virtuous  judge. 
The  case  of  Mr.  Justice  Johnson,*  thousrh  of  close  orjiw- 

^  tice     Joha- 

•  As  the  whole  «f  the  proceedings  bolh  in  Court  and  Parlia-' 
m^nt relating  te  ihr  eate  of  Jirdge  Johnson  iAVolres  more  novel 
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1^^  a  very  difTerent  coinplexiou,  could  not  fail  to  arrest 
the  attention  of  the  new  ministers.     It  was  glar- 

ftod  unaccoimUble  principles  of  legidation  and  jurisprodence, 
than  any  single  case>  which  ever  occurred  in  the  roost  extraordi- 
nary of  times,  and  the  experiment  has  been  fir8t  made  upon 
Ireland,  the  reader  will  perhaps  lay  the  following  observations 
upon  that  case,  to  a  laudable,  certainly,  an  earnest  anxiety  to 
develope  more  clearly  the  secret  workings  of  that  system.  The 
Dew  ndes  of  law  respecting  the  evidence  of  hand  writing  and 
libel,  which  were  introduced  by  L^rd  Ellenborongh  i^n  the  thali 
may  afiect  the  life,  liberty  and  property  of  any  individual :  it  is 
therefore  fitting,  that  they  should  be  more  extensively  known, 
than  they  are  likely  to  be  from  the  lecture  of  law  tracts  and  re- 
ports, which  are  seldom  read  by  others  than  gentlemen  of  the 
profession. 

It  has  been  said  (p.  72,)  that  ihty  ccnftenied  to  a  bill  being  in- 
troduced for  compelling  witnesses  to  attend  in  England.  Now  the 
above  sentence  does  not  explain  the  peculiar  circumstances 
which  occurred  in  the  passing  ef  the  above  bill  to  amend  the 
statute  of  44>  Geo.  IJ.  The  facts  were  as  follow :  leave  was 
moved  to  bring  in  the  bill,  and  it  was  proposed  to  be/<^  no  other 
putposc,  than  to  amend  the  former  act,  by  giving  liberty  to  the 
party  to  tender  bail.  This  was  all^  that  had  been  first  objected 
to  in  the  former  act.  Accordingly,  the  bill  to  amend,  as  first 
brought  in,  contained  no  other  clauses  than  those,  which  were 
made  the  first  and  second  section  of  the  act,  and  which  relate  to 
giving  bail  only.  In  this  form,  and  with  these  two  clauses  only, 
the  bill,  being  brought  in,  was  ordered  to  ht  printed  and  circu^ 
lated  ;  and  with  those  two  clauses  only,  the  printed  copy  waa^sent 
over  to  Ireland.  While  this  was  going  on,  and  in  the  interval  be- 
tween tb«  first  and  third  readings  of  the  bill,  some  of  the  officers 
of  the  Cixurt  of  King's  Bench,  among  whom  this  extraordinary 
expected  trial  was  a  matter  of  conversation,  had  mentioned,  that 
it  was  imp90«ble  the  trial,  as  the  law  then  stood,  should  ever 
take  place  ;  inasmuch  as  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  would  ne- 
ver, according  to  thair  rule,  put  a  party^  his  trial,  where  he 
gould  not  compel  the  ^ttepdanc^  of  witnoss^s*    This  defect,  dis* 
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ingly  notorious,  that  this  too  had  been  from  the     '*^ 
beginning  a  deep  and   insidious  job  of  abused 

covered  by  the  talk  of  the  officers,  came  to  the  ears  of  person* 
interested  in  prosecating  the  trial.  Tbey  carefully,  however, 
concealed  their  ii\formation,  and  their  consequent  designs,  a» 
there  was  nothing  so  much  dreaded,  as  a  debate  in  the  Com- 
mons on  the  bill.  Accordingly  the  clauses,  which  were' marked 
the  3d  and '4th  sections  of  the  statute  never  made  their  appear- 
ance until-  the  tkird  reading  of  the  bill,  which  is  almost  always 
in  the  HofTse  a  matter  of  form  unattended  to.  They  then  were 
offered,  and  added,  when  probably  there  were  not  twenty  mem- 
bers in  the  House,  just  before  its  rising.  Thus  ihey  passed, 
without  the  slightest  notice  or  intimation.  If  notice  bad  been 
given,  there  were  persons  ready  to  oppose  them  upon  such 
grounds,  as  would  have  rendered  the  measure  extremely  difficulty 
if  not  impossible  to  be  carried. 

By  the  practice  of  tiie  common  law  the  same  process  is  allows 
ed  to  the  defendant  in  a  misdemeanour  for  his  defence  as  the 
Crown  uses  in  his  prosecution  :  i.  e.  the  defendant  is  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  a  crown  summons  or  mtpxnd  to  compel  the  attend- 
ance of  witnesses,  and  upon  the  same  terms ;  the  Crown  at  c^ni- 
nion  law  paying  no  expences.  By  some  Iri^h  statutes.  Grand 
Juries  may  present  for' the  expences  of  witnesses  summoned  for 
the  Crown  ;^  but  this  is  an  exception.  This  rule  of  common  law 
is  founded  upon  necessary  justice  and  humanity.  A  person 
charged  with  a  crime  is  supposed  innocent.  To  mulct  him  in 
the  preliminary  steps  by  the  payment  of  witnesses  on  the  insti- 
tution of  a  public  prosecution  would  be  an  intolerable  hardship* 
1'he  Crown  pays  no  costs.  If  a  man  be  found  not  guilty,  the 
Crown  would  by  this  means  have  the  power  (and  has  the  power 
under  the  present  act)  of  mulcting  any,  the  most  innocent  man 
in  the  community  in  an  enormous  fine.  Mr.  Justice  Johnson  « 
expeuces  in  bringing  over  witnesses  alone  cost  him  about  a 
thousand  ponnds.  Had  the  verdict  been  in  his  favoftr  (with  due 
respect  to  the  Court  many  think  it  ought)  then  a  man  found  in» 
'wjcent  would  *  have  been  enormously  fined  witboift*  remedy. 
Supposing,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  power  of  the  compuN 
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^J^  power  to  answer  the  views  of  vindictive  reseut- 
menU     The  great  soreness  of  Lord  Hanlwicke 

WMy  process  of  the  Crowh  to  witnesseii  be  extended  frbm  one 
kingdom  to  Miether,  without  providiQg  for  tbir  payment  of 
their  expeoces,  the  same  grindiog  power,  which  is  now  put  in- 
to the  hands  of  the  Crown  officers  over  the  pr6perty  of  any 
person  however  innocent,  whom  they  may  think  proper  to 
charge,  would  be  giving  over  the  property  of  every  man  in  the 
c6mmttnity,  whom^they  might  think  proper  to  persecute  by 
summoning  hida  as  a  witness.  For  however  idly  «  nfta  may  be 
summoned  hy  the  Crown  he  ha&  no  redress*  except  «sder  some 
particular  statutes  as  to  Grand  Juries.  But  under  this  stetute 
he  has  no  redress  whatsoever,  if  he  be  summoned  not  on  behalf 
of  the  defendant,  but  on  behalf  oi  the  Grown.  For  it  is  not  at 
all  provided,  that  the  Citywn  shall  pay  wiluesaes  samiBQQed  for 
the  prosecution.  The  Crown  is  not  so  much  as  named  ;  and  the 
Crown  cannot  foe  bounden  or  have  its  prerogative  taken  ayray 
without  being  named.  Upon  a  ricw  of  the  whole  law,  as  it 
stands  generally,  it  is  full  of  partiality.  According  to  the  law, 
as  it  now  stands,  if  a  man  be  tried  within  the  kingdom,  where 
he  resides,  he  has  the  benefit  of  the  Crown  process,  as  former- 
ly, without  payment.  But  if  to  the  hardship  of  a  trial,  be  su- 
peradded the  hardship  oT  being  charged  with  having  escaped 
cmt  of  a  place,  urhere  he  never  was,  kito  a  place»  which  he  had 
never  qukted,  and  l>e»ng  t^ierefore  dragged  out  of  the  plaeei 
where  he  had  always  lived,  into  a  place,  where  he. never^exiyt- 
ed  :  and  that  from  one  kingdooi  io  another,  and  there  rendered 
liable  to  the  jurisdiction  of  a  court,  within  the  limits  of  which 
lie  had  nev«r  breathed,  under  all  thofo  accumulated  hard- 
sKtps,  absurd  in  phy»cs,  impossible  in  nature,  prodnoed  by  tlie 
wild  Jictian  of  law,  he  shall  then,  aOd  not  nntiK  tiien  pay  aU 
CKpences  i  whereas  had  he  been  ined  in  asy  other  way»  es«C^t 
under  that  statute,  he  would  have  paid,  no  expences. 

It  was  said  in  the  note,  page  74,  that  the  only  poinf  made 
at  the  trial  was,  whether  the  manvscript  were  the  hand  writing 
of  Mr.  Justice  Johnson.  That  was  the  queMioa  of  fact,  not  a 
point  of  law.    As  by  the  deciik)»  in  thav  case^  and  tb#  lutei 
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and  Lord  Redesdale  at  the  reflections  aiade  upaa     ^«w- 
tliexn  in  the  letters  of  Jiwerna^  had  produced  the 

given  by  the  Beoch,  the  bw  of  llbd,  as  well  a*  the  Jaw  <rf  evU 

dence  at  least,  accordueig  to  the  geaer^UJy  preconceived  Qpij»ioAi 
on  these  subject*,  8^eins  to  have  been  entijely  cbang^,  it  way- 
be  necessary,  th^  the  piubUc  vo^y  be  aware  of  the  law«  as  iaj4 
<k>wn  on  that  trial  to  laJ^e  some  notice  of  iU 

In  the  discussioQ,  and  upon  the  decision  of  the  evidence  r^ 
spectrng  that  ^uestioM  of  f^ict;,  several  poifit»  of  law  appear  4)9' 
have  iiQt  only  been  decided^  but  to  have  been  discwer^i^  te 
page  S(^  and  32,  of  the  printe^l  report  of  that  tnal,  William  Cob'* 
belt  was  admitted  to  |^»ve  evidence,  that  be  bad  received  iA  the 
mme  haud  writing  as  the  ether  letters«  ao  a«;iony)mops  letter,  <*«• 
quiring  of  him,  whether  it  would  be  agreeable  toium  ,to  receive 
from  IreLaiOd  certain  true  and  useful  inf<H:mailioo  respeotiug  that 
country.  U{M>n  being  questioned  as  to  the  existence  of  the  latter, 
he  said,  h^  believed  it  was  lost.  It  had  been  sent  to  the  print- 
ing-office, 9»b<re  however  he  admitted  he  had  nener  m^oiched  for 
It.  Upon  the  admismom  of  this  evidence,  a  great  fiod  general 
rale  of  evidence  ari:$es.  Firsts  that  a  man,  who  had  Jaever  seea 
the  party  write^  and  who  bad  never  seen  such  writing  ejccept  i« 
the  particular  papers,  4ind  who  had  nevedr  even  comf>ared  the  p^ 
pers  together,  should  be  admitted  to  give  ei'idcnce  of  simUitude  ^f 
hand  writing. 

By  the  forme/  Uw  of  evidence,  simUijtude  of  hand- writing  could 
he  givea  in  evidence  onJy  by  a  person,  who  haS  seen  the  party 
write,  and  having  been  aocustomed  to  see  the  writing,  couldiiom 
his  general  ocqumMtnamce  with  the  character,  form  a  belief,  that 
the  paper  produced  was  of  the  9ame  Jtiand- writings  But  in  the 
present  a  new  rule  9f  hw  is  li^id  down.  Cobbett  had  never  seen 
tl)e  party  write^Md  not  been  accuHomed  to  see  his  wi-iting,  and 
hid  jiev^i:  con^pared  the  writings  tc^ther,  wiuch,  he  said,  were 
Written  by  the  same  hand.  Therefore  the  general  rule  of  law 
must  now  be  considered  as  totally  altered.  Secondly,  as  to  giv- 
ing parole  evidence  of  the  contents  of  lost  papers,  the /on«<r  rule 
wa&,  that  upon  proofs  that  a. paper  had  been  diligently  searched 
Ar  in  ^l  placejs,  where  it  was  probable  it  could  be  found^  and 
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w»^    prosecutton  against  Mr.  Justice  Johnson :  and  as 
•  the  statute  of  44  Geo.  III.  c.  3.  s.  92.  was  the  new 

was  not  found,  then  and  not  till  then«  was  parole  evidence  of 
the  conti^Dts  of  soch  papers-admitted.  But  in  the  present  ca«e< 
ibe  wknesa  was  received  to  give  evidence  of  the  contents  of  a 
paper,  which  be  bdmitted  he  had  never  searched  for  in  the  place, 
in  which  it  was  most  likely  to  be  foand,  viz.  in  the  printiug-of- 
fice,  to  which  he  had  himself  sent  it,  but  that  he  had  searched 
for  It  in  the  place,  where  certainly  it  could  not  have  been  found, 
viz.  his  own  house,  whence  he  had  sent  it.  This  decision  there- 
fore forms  an  entire  new  rule  of  law.  As  to  reading  a  paper 
against  a  defendant,  in  order  to  shew  its  libellous  tendency,  the 
foitner  rule  was  laid  down  by  I.ord  Mimsfield,  (5  Burroftvs,  2639) 
\h2Xpuhlicatian  u\xsi^t first  be  proved ;  for  the  paper  cannot  be 
read  until  it  he  first  proved  to  have  been  published.  Bat  in  the 
present  case»  publication  was  proved  by  first  reading  the  paper, 
in  order  to  prove,  from  its  internal  evidence,  as  it  was  called, 
that  it  had  been  published.  The  former  rule  of  law  therefore  and 
the  latter  are  directly  the  reverse  of  each* other.  The  first  regu- 
hiting.  that  in  order  to  read^  publication  must  first  be  proved. 
The  second  deciding,  that  in  order  to  prove  publication,  you 
may  first  read.  This  last  therefore  is  a  new  discovery  in  the  law 
of  England.  G>nsidiering  it  in  the  plain  light  of  common  sense, 
this  last  seems  a  most  extraordinary  rule.  That  the  contents  of 
a  paper  may  afford  conclusive  evidence  of  intention,  must  beat 
once  admitted.  But  that  the  contents  of  a  paper  should  aflbrd 
evidence  of  the  execution  qf  an  actj  which  never  can  have  its 
commencement  until  ({fter  the  writing  is  totally  finished,  seems  to 
confound  all  onderstaoding  6f  the  nature  of  physical  and  meta- 
physical evidence.  Again,  let  it  be  supposed^  that  this  rule  had 
existed  as  a  rule  of  law  at  the  time  of  the  case  of  the  seven  bi- 
shops. The  rule  now^  according  to  the  reported  case  of  Mr.  J* 
Johnson  is,  that  the  contents  of  a  ^laper  may  be  read  against  a 
party  htfore  publication  is  proved,  and  in  order  to  prove  publicatioD, 
fiom  the  tn^enuz/ evidence  (as  it  was  called)  of  the  contents  of  the 
puper.  Suppose  then  this  rule  had  existed  at  the  tbne  of  the  case 
of  the  seven  bishop.    The4>aper  of  the  bishops  was  proved  to 


invented  erigind,  by  which  fee  v^ki  io  htiottilved  j;^ 
^bd  printihlerf  fbt  fliote  reflettioni,  it  h  ^  feet  ri6t 

have  been  writteii  hylheia,  hni  in  Sarte^.    li  was  foiHid  in  iht 
King's  hatid  in  Middlesex.  Tbis  was  insisted  on,  as  leTidence  of  a 
pubttcaiion  iii  jj^idcltesex.  But  tbeConrt  denied  ii    Biit  Pappose 
the  Council  for  the  Crown  ^ad  insisted  uploii  reading  the  paper, 
to  sb^w  froni  the  irdernal  evidence  of  lifs  cbntehts,  that  publica* 
Uob  h^d  iaken  place  in  Middlesex.     No  paper,  thai  ever  eisTsted 
coiild  have  gone  do  far  under  t^e  circoihsiances  ia  raise  a  prih 
sumpttm  at  |tah(ication  iii  Middlesex  by  the  bishops^     It  yras  i 
petition  directed  to  the  king  by  the  bishopsl     Could  any  cir* 
cumstantiat  evidence  hate  gone  so  far  to  prove  the  fact  of  deli- 
yenn^j  i.  e..x>f  publication  by  tKe  bishops?  But  the  Court  re- 
fused to  \ei prcsiimpiims  alone  goto  the  Jury  Hf  inth  k  fact.     It 
inMsibe  pa-aDed,  I'beCoiinseltorthe  Crown  at  that  tiibe',  did  not 
Venture  to  6'^r  td'r^itd'l!hepa](^eV  before  pui>licdt|6ai  wHspr&tfed,  in 
order  tb  proV^  it  hf  internal  evidence.     The  Council  did  not  ven- 
ture io  offel",  and  the  Court  would  not  have  Tentnred  td  hk!elv^ 
if.    T^e  must  dow  suppose  the  rule  of  law  t'6  have  been  sinc^ 
changed;  because  (at  least  as  it  has  beeii  reported)  a  diflTerent 
rule  has  beeh  ptotoulgaied  in  times  of  the  utmost  light  and  of  the 
utmoia  purity.    I^hecase  of  the  seveii  bishops  was  mentioned  at         ^ 
the  triaf  of  Judge  Johhsbq,  was  insisted  on  as  a  precedent  sup- 
porting th'e  eia^^  of  the  defendant.     But  it  was  denied,  and>  {i^  it 
is  reported)  a  singular  distinction  was  takefn  by  thi^  Court;  in  or- 
der to  fg«r^d  d  difi^Veht  rule  of  evidence  froiti  that  precedent 
In  page  tif  of  the  >ep6n£d  tVial«  tbie  Chief  Justice,  in  coin- 
paring  the  c^Athot  the  s^vieh  bishops  and'  of  Air.  Judge  JohQ- 
ton,  is  made  t6  s^y,  fiiit  what  w^  the  paper  itself?  a  libel! 
N^o ;  it  iv'as  a  faih  decent  loyal  tsAhohstrahce  to  his  Majesty,  &c. 
This  peiitioil  indeed  was  Called  a  lib^l ;  but  was  that  a  libciP 
No :    ilotunkss  the  a6t  of^  publishing  it  could  be  called  a  fibel; 
but  Wh^r6  i^  the  ANALOGY  between  that  case  and  this  ?     H&re  li 
apapei^,  which  ^very  body  admits  16  be  a  libel  publisjied  m\\k^ 
county  of  Middlesex ;  and  if  the  thing  be  a  libel,  as  undoubt- 
edly it  is,  the  only  ^estidn  is,'  wheiHer  the  defendant  procured 
it  to  b6  pdbllshtfd  in  ttii'  cotnity  of  Mlddlesflt?^    It  is  fo  be  ©ti- 

2  C 
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^}^^  uaworthjr  of;  notice,  .th^t  the  two  foremost  persons 
upon  the  cqinixiittee  for  bring'mg  in  tha^.bill,  were 

•ervedj  that  the  bishops,  as  well  as  Mr.  Justice  Johnson,  were 
indicted  or  informed  against,  not  only  for  publishing^  but  for 
causir^  or  procuring  to  be  published,  according  to  the  usual  form. 
There  the  analogy  is  perfect.  But  the  Chief  Justice  observe?, 
the  cAses  are  not  analogous.  Therefo;^.  the  diflerence  must  be  ia 
some  other  circumstance.  Where  then  is  the  difFerence  ?  Why, 
in  what  it  is  reported  the  Chief  Justice  stated ;  namely,  that  the 
paper  of  the  bishops  was  not  a  libel,,  and  that  the  paper  of  Mr. 
Justice  Johns(^n  was  a  libel.,  Naw  we  cannot  suppose  this  dis- 
tinction taken  by  the  Chief  Justice  impertinent  to  the  question 
then,  before  the  Court.  What  was  that  question  ?  Whether  evi- 
dence different  froni  that  of  (he  bishops  case  should  be  received, 
on  Judge  Johnson's  case  ?.  And  different  evidence  iVas  received 
to  prove  the  9UTne  issue,  as  the  charges  in  both  we/e  the  same. 
Upon  what  ground  was  that  different  eyidence  received  ?  Upoa 
(he  difference  of  fact  upon  the  two  case^:.  What  was  that  differ- 
pnce  of  fapt?  Why  that  one  paper  was  a  libel,  and  the  other 
paper  was  not  a  libel.  Therefore  this  general  rule  in  the  law 
of  EnglancJ  seems  to  be  established.  That  a  paper,  wiiich  is  a 
libel,  piay  be  proved  against  a  defendant,  by  totally  different 
evidcppe  fr<>m  a  paper,  which  is  not  a  libel,,  and  that  the  proof 
of  a  pap,er,  writing,  varies  according  ta  the  te^pr  or  cfmtepts  of 
that  paper,     4  ^^cw  rule  ! 

The  next  rule,  whith  may  be  drawn  from  comparing  different 
parts  of  the  trial  toget^e^r,  is  as  fpllows.  Upon  that  part  of  the 
case,  (p.  32  and  33.)  vrherein  the  .evidence  was  offered  of  the 
contents  of  ^hat  letter,  w.hich  .contained  the  first  cwer/ttre  to  Cob- 
bett  to  pu.blish,  aod  of  the  siraijitude  of  its  hamU writing  to  tb« 
subsequent  lt?tters,  the  printed  report  of  the  trial  gives^the  follow- 
ing observation  to  the  Chief  Justice.  This  is  really  polhing 
iiiore,  fhan  to  account  for  the  letter  being  direct^,^  iq  ^  parlicu- 
la^r' manner,  and  really  it  is  hardly  wor,th  a.  pont^gt*  As  \q  ^bo 
fiand-witing  in  that  letter ^  there  is  nothing  in  this  jctidquce  to  qffkt 
tfie  defendjantp  and,  it  does  not  ni^uify  a  farthing.  But  in  page 
l]Ja,  where  tlje  Cl^ef  Justice  ch^r^es  the  Jury,  the.  report  of 
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Mn  Perceval,  tfaebrdther-iDrlajv^  of  Lord  Red€s%  J.^ 
dale,  and  Mr.  Yorke,  the  brotlaerof  l*ord  Hard- 

the  trial  gives  him  upon  the  same  part  of  the  evidence,  viz.  th6 
overture,  the  following  words.     The  next  evidence  is  that/  whicK 
relates  to  the  fact  of  the  hand-writing.  "  This  evidence  is'  neces- 
"  SARiLY  COUPLED  With  the  ovERtuRE  Vnade  to  Mr.  Cobbett,  and 
*'  the  tact  is  to  be  made  out  by  proof,  that  the  defendant  was  ac- 
*'  lually  the  writer  of  the  libeTs.**  From  'comparing  the  observation 
as  that  of  the  Chief  Justice  at  the  time  of  th^  6ffer,  and  admission 
of  the  evidence  respecting  the  overture,  with  the  charge  upon  that 
same  evidence  qftef  it  Was  so  admitted,  the  following  conclusion 
arises.    That  evidence,  which  dpoii  being  offered  is  declared  by 
the  Court,  that  it  can  in  nothing  affect  the  defendant,  and  that  U 
does  net  signify  a  farthing,  may  become  nkcessabtly  coupled 
with  Tffc  on^' evidence,  which  directly  affected  thie  defendant^ 
namely,  the  evidence  of  hand-writing  of  the  libellous  papers,' 
and  by  that  necessary  abcooplement,  to-  bind  that  chain  of  evi* 
dence  against  the  defendant,  which  without  that  necessary  accbu- 
plement  would  have  been  unconnected  and  imperfect.     Either 
iht  coupling  together  the  two  pieces  of  evidence- was  necessary,  or 
it  was  not.     If  it' were  necessary,  (and  the  Chief  Justite  is  re- 
ported to  have  said  it  was)  then  the  proof  would  have  been  de- 
fective without  that,  which  was  necessary  to  its  perfection.     And 
if  it  wer«  so  necessary,  then  the  defendant  could  not  have  beeh 
convicted  without  it.    And  if  he  could  not  have  been  convicted 
without  it,  then  he  was  convicted  upon  the  admission  of  evidence, 
which  the  Chief  Justice  is  reported  to  have  declared  upon  its  ad- 
mission, '(p.  S3-,)  had  nothing  in  it  to  aj^ct  the  defendant,  and  did 
m  signify  afarthimg.     Hence  this  general  rule  of' the  law  of 
England  may  be  inferred.     That  a  party  prosecuted,  Ihay  be 
convicted  by  the  necessary  accouplement  of  evidence,  which  in 
one  part  has  nothing  in  it  to  affect  the  defendant,  and  does  not 
signify  a  farthing.     Such  is  the  state  (as  it  ijs  repoited)  of  the  law 
of  England.     Another  singular  principle  inr  the  law  of  £ngland« 
may  be  discovered  from  reading  the  part  of  thfe  evideneie  of  Mr^ 
Oifiard,  as  it  is  reported  in  p.  105.     Mr.  Gifiafd-  havin^^aid, 
fbat  heh$td  an  o(Ace  in  the  revenue,  but  was  turned  out  of  it  by 

9   C   S 


38»  TIte  Rtign  t^G^orgt  IIL 

Jl*^  wicke,  both  prosecutors*     It  ought  moieover  not 
to  be  fergotten;  tbat  sonde  delicate,  iiopedtmetits 

L«rd.Hardwickej  wasaeked  why?  He  answered  by  saying,  for 
that  being  a  Protestant,  he  had  moved  a  petition  to  the  Imperial 
Parliament^  praying  them  to  sustain  the  King  and  Constitution. 
Upon  this  evfdeoee«  the  Chief,  Justice  (as  it  is  reported,  p.  12^1.) 
made  the  frilo wing,  comment.  "  It  is  a  libel  on  that  noble  Lord's 

^  "  characlei:  to  suppose,  tkiere  ea»  be  tmfh  in  such  a  statement/' 
lience  it  fellows  in  fact»  that  any  person  then  in  Ciourt»  who 
might  for.  a^  moment  even  mentally,  haye  st^po9ed  Mr.  Qjfiard's 
evidence  to  have  been  true«  was ^'% of.  a  libel,  by  the  solemn 
decision  of  a  trial  ^t,  bar  in  tihe  Court  pf  King's  Benoh.    Hence 
the  following  general,  rule  tif  th^  law. of.  England,  appears  to 
Jbave  been  .then  solemnly  estahlisbpd*    Tha^  a  mere^  si^positm 
(which  iQ^sludes,  as  well  aa  intervsj  €0gitatian«  as  an  outward 
expression  either  by  words  or  writing)  may  be  a  libel:  and  that 
he,  wiio  has  his  hands  tied  be^iind  his  back^  and  a  gag  put  into 
his  mouth,  may,  if  be  should  sup^e  (or  cogitate)  co  insianti  be 
a  libeller.    But.  if  the  sole.uin  decision  (a^  it  is  reported)  of  the 
King's  Bench  upon  this  last  point  be  historically  coupled  with 
subsequent  eventSi  it  will  afford  no  favourably  comment  on  the 
existing  law  of  Cingland.     For  in  the  very  session  of  parliament, 
•which  succeeded  the  time  of  this  trial,  the  Earl  of  Hardwicke  j 
^upofl  some  charges  having  been  made  in  debate  in  Parliament 
ri^lative  ^a  th«.  abov^  mentioned  dismission  of  IVJr.  GifFard,  caused 
the  Lofdsito,,l^Q  auaxmonjed;  and  upon  their  meeting  did  pub- 
i.i(ily  sta^hifs  own  conduct,  and  explicitly  adu^it,  that  he  had  so 
difynii^ed  Mr.  GiHard  foe  the  very  reason  as  assigned  by  Mr. 
C^i^ixl ;  na«ielyr  %  having  moved  such  a  petition.     The  noble 
^  Bail  i^>w(^ver.  add^,  that  he  had  caused  his  pleasure  previous  to 
l^e  intimated  to  Mr.  GiiTard^  that  no  such  petition,  should  be 

.  nfipved*    The  £ai)  publicly  justified  his  conduct  on  thiis  identical 

•.iact,,  as  sta^  in  evidence!.  JHeaoe  it  follows,  that  by  the  law 
of'  £nglafid,.as  it  js  reported,  to  have  been  solemnly  ruled  ou  tbi^. 
occaf;pn»  a,,m^  may  jj^^  guilty  of  a  libel  by.Ckven  internally  smp- 

J>o0ig,  th^  i^oo^h^r  n^an  did  perform  that  agtipn*  which  the  per- 
formei- pdUlicly  dticlajiea  he,  ^^id,' and  iusUfies-  bis   having  done 
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arpse  in.  thp  mipds  of  the  ministers  gainst  thieir     ^8^^- 

doifig  ,fiiy  thing,  wjiich  should  cast  too  severe  a 

censu^^  upon  the  conduct  of  their  predecessors  in 

office, : inasipych  as-  Lord EUenborough,  a  member 

of  their  oiyn  cabinet,  had  tried  Ji^dge  Johnsoq, 

and  on  the  4:ria}  had  gone  unprecedented,  and  in 

the  opinion  of  the .  sounder  pairt  of  tjie  profession, 

niost^dn  warrantable  lengths,  in  order  to  render  the 

ju^i^  ,of  Westmii^ster'hall  ancillary  to  the  policy 

of  Ppwfniq^-slyeet,  Apraqtice  too  prevalent,  alas  ! 

with  the  system  both  in  Great  Britain  .and  Ireland  : 

and  tliat  Lord  H^xdwi/cke  had  joined  their  ad mi- 

nistratioo.     In  order ,  therefore  to  put  as  quiet  a 

close  to  jtl^e  mfitter  as  po;ssible,  the  Attorney  Ge- 

nergd  w^  dire;cted,  and  he  accordingly  did  enter  a 

noli  prosequi  on. the  record,  as  of  Trinity  Term 

180^.  TJiie  Jearned  Judge,  whose  health  was  much 

on  th^  de4?line,  was  allowed  to  retire  upon  a  pen- 

sioi^  for  his  life. 

Thi3  parliamentary  proceeding  of  the  session,  imhreve- 
which  most  particularly  affected  Ireland,  was  Sirso^w. 

.All  the  above  observations  must  be  taken^  as  relating  to  the 
trial,  as  it  is  reported.  The  law  of  England  is  in  soch*  a  state, 
that  .no  man  subject  to  it  can  possibly  know,  or  unless  he  be 
personally' present,  can  presume  tp  k^ow  what  passes  m  any 
Court  <>f  Justice.  No  oifficiaJ  or  authorised  account  is  ever  pub- 
lished of  such  prpceedings.  Trials  reported  are  taken  upon  the 
credit  ef  unauthorised  reporters.  They  ,  are  mere  historic  me- 
morials of  the  times  ;  and  Authorize  the  annalist  to  submit  these 
reflections  to  his  reader,  as  arisitig  out  of  tb^m.  lliis  trial  stp- 
Parentiy  tended  to  draw  the  s^ntments  of  the  Bench  mor^  oLosi^ly 
into  unisoa  with  the  feelii^s  of  the  Court,  than  the  Jaw  and  <con-  ' 
stitution  of  these  realms  either  intend  or  warrant.  \ 
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,J?2?^  John  Newport's  statement  of  the  revenues  and  the 
resources  cff  the  country   to   the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  upon  his  opening  the  Irish  bud- 
get.    He  assured  the  House,  that  though  in  some 
respects,  he  could  not  congratulate  them  on  the 
^  State  of  the  revenues  of  Ireland  ;  yet  whatever  de- 
ficiency did  exist,  had  arisen  from  the  want  of  or- 
der, regiilarity,  and  arrangement  in,  the  manage- 
ment of  the  revenues.     It  was  extremely  desirable 
to  establish  the  same  regulations  in  Ireland,  that 
virere   iti   force   ifi\£ngland.     However,  notwith- 
standing thef  diffitulties  and  impediments,  which 
the  trade  and  commerce  of  Ireland  had  to  encoun- 
ter, he  was  happy  to  state,  that  the  cotintry  pos- 
sessed means  and  resources,  that  would  materially 
add  to  the  strength  of  the  Empire.    -The  value  of 
tlie  exports  from  Ireland  last  year,  amounted  to 
^5,202,000,  being  a  considerable  advance  upon 
the  exports  of  the  preceding  year.     The  export  of 
linens  also,  and  the  import  of  flax-seed,  had  con- 
siderably increased  duting  the  same. period.    The 
exports  of  t^e  last  year  were  greater  in  amount, 
than  the  exports  of  any  preceding  year  since  the 
year  1792.    Another  proof  of  the  progressive  prds- 
pferfty  of  that  country,  which  arose  out  of  the  en- 
ci*easc  of  its  exports;  was  the  coursp  of  exchange, 
which  had  remained,  steadily,  during  the  last  four 
months  lower,  than  at  any  former  period.     The 
terms,  upon  which  the  last  loan  had  been  nego- 
'  ciated  in  Ireland,  afforded  a  still  stronger  proof  of 
its  encrease  of  prosperity  and  confidence  rn  the  go- 
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vemment.  They  were  more  advantageous,  tnan  yj^^ 
the  te^s^  upon  vvhich  any  loaii  T;iad  beSen  nego- 
elated  in  Ireland  since  thd  yea.r  1792-  *  As  tb 
the  supplies  for  the  year,  the  proportion  of  contri- 
bution to  be  raised  by  Ireland  io  the  joiiit  charge 
of  the  Empire,  was,  with  currency,  c£5, 739, 880 
The  separate  charge  of  Ireland,  in- 
cluding the  interest  of  its  debts,     .      2,522,340 


Bejng  in  the  wholej  .  .  ',  8,2l62,220 
Which  he  proposed  to  be  raised  by 
a  loan  of^  twoniillions  in  England,  .  2, 1 66,000 
bitto,  in  Ireland, .  /  .  ...  .  2,000,000 
By  treasury  bills,  .  .1  .'  500,000 
The  revenue  of  Ireland^  he  should 

take  at        .         .         •         .         .       3,'800,000 

On  the  1st  of  the  preceding  Januaiy,  It  had  pro- 
duced for  the  antecedent  year  «£3,360,000,  buV  he 
had  reason  to  think,  that  ^f  10b,000  ot  the  r6v^* 
nue  of  that^ear  had  ript  heen  collected.  He  pro- 
posed to  carry  the  revenue  of  the  year  1806  to 
jC3,806,0q6,  by  tlie  following  new  llaxes,  viif. 
By  a  taxof  3$.  6d.  per  cwt.  on  all  brown  and  Mus- 
covadp  sugar,  with  a  correspondent  duty  on  East 
India  sugar,  estimated  at  <£74,000, 

A  duty  of  2s.  per  cwt.  on  iron  imported  into 
Irelaind,  in  place  of  the  present  duty  of  12s.  6d. 
perton^       /.       '.  •  *      .         .         c£15,000 

An  additional  duty  on  all  teas  under 

2s..  6d.  per  ditto,  ...  .  .2,000 

Stamp  duties,  according  to  a  liew  *    ' 

schedule,  .  •         .  .      -       80,000 

Stamps  on  entries,  .  •  21,000 
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1806.         Re^uljitions  of  the  duty  on  distilleries,  by  taking 
^^^^^^  off  t\\t  dyty  pf  8  per  cent,  on  stifis  of  500  galibhfi, 
ftnd  r-educing  the  bounty,  from  16  toi  per'(^ept.  on 
tl)o,5?  of  1000  gallons,       -.  :/        <^0,OQO 

Regulation  of  duty  upon  malt,         '  •  60,000 

Ditto,  of  duty  upon  hats,  auctions, 

and  paper,  ,  .  .  .    *         5,000 

By  taking  away  certain  allowances 
to  Masters  of  ships  in  particular 
ports,  •  .  .  •  .  ,.;  5^800 

The  Hon.  Baronet  then  stated,  that  pis  166  tbe 
balances  ip  the  hands  of  deceased  or  disniissed  col- 
^c^qra;  ho  effort  should  be  wanting  on  his  part  tp 
recpyer  them.  They  amounted  in  tlje  year*  1805 
to  ,£^28,800.       .  \.        .  " 

.    Afr.  Fpster  and  several  other  gentlemen  §poke 
upon  thp  subjiect.   .       •  .  ' 

])rlr.  P^rpeH,  vvbo  is  ever  alive  to  the  interests  of 
Ireland,  i^iost  ^ppo^itely  drew  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  general  financial  situation   of  the 
cpuntry,  as  represented  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Jxchequei;  himself     He  calculatecj,  that  were  the 
debvaf  Ireland  ^o  encrease  with  the  §anie  rapidity 
^  at  present  for  15  years,  it  wquld  at  that  period, 
amount  to  120  piijlionSf    tip  therefore  called  upon 
injnistefs  to  ^dppt  some  efficient  ipe^sures  for  re- 
straining the  progress  of  so  alarming  an  evil 
^  H^/i^ ,    4»i0ther  object  important  to  Ireland,  drew  the 
^w**         attention  of  Parliament  to  this  couptry.  toward)^ 
1^  clpse  of  the  session.  Sir  Jollri  Newport  brought 
in  a  bill  for  tlie  relief  of  the  Irish  poor,  which*  was 
jfik  pfu?t  supported  by  Mr.   Bagwell,  but  strongly 
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Opposed  by  Mr.  J'osterfiind  Mr.  Alexandier.  Mr.  *?^<5. 
Parndl  ^^iaVinly  ^upparted  the  biU.  Mr,  Bag*- 
weli  tliatiked  the  Rigln:  Hon.  Baronet  for  his  pei^ 
severance  in  this  bill,  but  apprehended  there 
was  a  point  or  two,  in  which  tliey  might  dif- 
fer. As  thelaw  th«ii  stood,  Grand  Juries  had  the 
power  to  raise  jC^OO  on  counties,  and  £%00on  " 
cxtits ;  the  consequence  of  which  was,  that  iti 
those  counties,  which  had  cities,  there  were  houses 
of  Industry,  supported  by  the  aggregate  sum ; 
but  in  those  counties,  which  h^ad  no  cities,  tlie 
contrary  was  d^ie  case ;  he  therefore  hoped,  that 
power  \)<rould  be  given  to  the  Grand  Juriei»  of  tlie 
latter,  to  make  up  that  deficiency,  aa  many  of  the 
counties  so  sitii^tedin  Ireland,  posst^sed  iDore 
opulence,  than  som0  of  those,  tlmt  bad  cities. 
Frdni  tlife^  time,  'that  this  assessment  of  £4&0\. 
upon  dounties  was  first  granted  fo4^  the  poor,  it 
had  never  been  inci^ased,  although  for  other  pur- 
poses, rates  had  been  naade  to  tlie  amount  of 
«£30,000,  tliougfe  the  people  themselves  \vt\€  so 
anxi&iisto.have  provision  made  for  the  poor,  that 
houses  were  'built  by  pi^ivat0  subscriptions,  rising 
in  a 'gradation  orf  from  100  t0  1000  guineas.  It 
should^ be  renletiibered,  that  there  were  no  poor 
laws  jri'lreland^  and  hj§i  hoped,  it  would  remain 
so,  for  the  country  was  top  poor  to  support  the 
ex:traVa:g2lrice  of  the  English  system  of  poor  Jaws.         ; 

Mr.  Foster  considered  this  as  a  law  professing  Mr. F.>ster'i 
to  assist  that  of  1773,  for  taking  up  idle  persons,  Bal^Ji'* 
and  obliging  them  to  work.     That  act  was  only  <>p'™^"»- 
carried  intb  execution  in  Dublin^  where  now  tlie 
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J^^  nixrn  of  £0,000L  was  paid  annually  fpr  the  suppoit 
of  vagabond^  Dulilin  being  considered  as  the 
centre,  all  the  other  counties  entirely  neglected 
them.  If  the  bill  were,  as  he  supposed,  intended 
to  compel  Grand  Juries  tp  extispd  their  powers  in 
this  respect,  be  should  vote  against  it;,  and  parti- 
•  cularly,  as  he  thought  it  by  far  too  late  in  the  ses- 
s^ion  to  press  a  measure  of  such  delicate  impor- 
tance, which  l)ad  been  so  frequently  agitated  and 
lejectetl  by  the  Irish  Parliament-  Mr.  BagweUsaid, 
there  were  houses  of  Industryin  other  plaqes  be 
sides  Dublin,  but  that  they  were  supported  by  pri- 
vate subscription. 
.Sir  John  Sir  John  Newport  explained^  that  if  the  Rigbt 
^^i^^.  ilon*  Gentleman  (Mr.  Foster)  h^  attended  to  .the 
bill,  he  would 'find,  that  it  expressly  provided,  that 
one^lialf  of  the  houses  should  be  appro|>piated  to 
the  correction  of  vagabonds  and  sturdy  beggars, 
and  the  other  half  to  the.  relief  pf  the  needy  poor. 
The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  was  also  wrong  in  sup- 
posing,, that  this. was  the  first. time  levies  for.  tliis 
purpose  had  been  made  compulsory  upon  Grand 
Juries,  of  which  he  quoted  two  or  three  instances, 
and  the  only  compulsion  w£|s  ^on  the  counties, 
which  had  houses  of  Industry,  to  maintain  them. 
A$  to  the  charge  of  bringiiig  it  forward  so  late  in 
the  session,  lie  appealed  to  the  recollection  of 
members,  whether  he  liad  not  made  the  same  pro- 
position last  year.  In  the  early  part  of  the  ses- 
sion, he  was  for  a  time  kept  out  of  his  seat,  hy 
^Mhat  he.  must  ever  think  a  very  improper  procetd- 
ing.     Since  then,  his  time  had  been  fully  occu- 


Administration  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford.  395 

pied,  as  would  be  proved  by  the  great  mass  of  bu-  ^JIJJ^ 
siness  he  had  already  brought  forward';  and  late 
as  it  then  was,  he  hoped  he  might  be  permitted  to 
go  on  with  a  measure,  which  he  felt  to  be  so  essen- 
tial to  the  welfare  of  his  country. 

Mr.  Alexander  said,  that  however  disagreeable  Mr.  Aifx- 
it  might  be  to  oppose  a  measure,  the  object  ofp!5^^hl^ 
which  was  professed  to  be  humane  and  charitable^  "**"*"*• 
he  must  object  to  all  new  and  partial  schemes  ;  as 
hitherto  the  relief,^  hptden  out  to  one  class  of  the 
poor  in  Ireland,  fell  heaviest  on  the  other  poor 
part  of  it.   .  The  greatest  part  of  the  taxes  of  tlie 
North  of  Ireland,  was  paid  by  people  inhabiting 
houses  of  about  51.  a  year,  and  as  no  other  pro- 
perty there  but  lands  and  houses  contributed  to  the 
payment  of  the  poor,  he  was  desirous  of  having 
some  more  general  measure.     Mr.  Parnell  said,  it 
was  impossible  to  travel  over  ihe  high  roads  in  Ire- 
land, without  being  sensible  of  the  necessity  df 
this  measure ;  and  as  to  the  objection  of  its  falling 
lieavy  on  the  land  owners ;  they  were  a  descriptron 
of  persons  in  that  country  the  best  able  to  afford 
it.    The  bill  was  then  read  a  first,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a  second  time  on  the  morrow. 

It  appeared  during  the  first  session  of  the  Par- The  new' 
liament,  that  the  new  ministers  studiously  avoided,  ^y^\^r 
as  much  as  possible,  auy  interference  with  Ireland.  ^^Z^^^J^ 
The  public  mind  was- nearly  engrossed  with  the  m^- JiJ^ar*"^*** 
peachment  of  Lord  Melville  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
(where  he  was  acquitted)  the  pending  and  ulti- 
mately unsuccessful  negociations  for  peace  with 
France,  the  unfortunate  expedition  under  General 
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'^^  Wfcitelock  to  Ou^nos  Ayrfea*  and  Qtlwr  matters  not 
particularly  aftccting  Irelaiyl-  The  Parliament  was 
prorogued  ou  the  234  of  JCily  1806,  an<l  the 
Kiu^'s  Speech  was  deliver^,  in  t\H  HoMpe  pf  Peers 
by  the  Lord  CKanceUw,  a^  the  he»ci  of  the  cop- 
mission  afvpoiuted  by  his  Majesty  for  that  purpose. 

*  It  did  not  even  obliquely  bint  at  Ireland.  It  ex-  J 
pressed  his  Majesty's  satisfaction  at  his  Parli^-  | 
menf s  unremitting  attention  to  the  pu>ii  important  \ 
interests  of  bis  Empire :  viz,  the  permanent  ixB-  j 
jirovement  of  the  variouji  branche3  oS^  the  niilitory 
system,  and  the  regulations  for  ihs  ^eedy  and  ef-  . 
.i'ectual  audit  of  tlie  public  accouatSL  It  thanked 
the  House  of  Commons  for  the  Itbe^ral  supplies  they 
hwi  voted  foi-  the  various  exigencies  of  the  public 
service,  by  which  a  large  proportion  of  then^  was 
jprovided  for  within  the  year.  Hb  Majesty  was 
particularly  sensible  of  that  fresh  mark  of  their  at- 
tachmeiit  to  him  in  the  provisions  they  bad  made 

♦  for  enabling  tl>e  younger  branchefl  of  his  family  to 
n^f  et  the  necessary  expenses  of  tlieir  stations.  Ifl 
referring  to  the  pend'mg  negociations  forpeace,  his 
Majesty  looked  with  confidence  to  the  continua- 
tion of  that  union  and. public  ajwrit  among  all 
ranks  of  his  people,  which  could  alone  give  energy 
to  war,  and  security  to  peace. 

vainfx-  ^^  ^'^^  foadly  imagined  by  the  great  body  of 
luhTvI^  Irish  Catholics,  that  ibe  prorogation  of  Parlia- 
thr.iir8.n  mcnt  woukl  aiibrd  the  Iijsh  government  leisure 
and  time  to  attend  to  tliose  internal  improvements 
in  the  execution.of  the  existing  laws,  u|>ob  tte  prQ- 
misc  of  which,  they  had  reffiiined  from  bringing 
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their  claims  before  tliQ  Parliament  during  tlie  late  >^^ 
sessicm.  Mr.  PdBsoftby  the  Chaficellor,  and  A^r* 
Elliott  the  SecreCary; :  luad  in  the  flfiean,  while  fi:e? 
queat  iiiteryiewii  with  sttch  ^f  the  leadiBg  Catho^ 
lies,  js  were  supposed  to  have  the  mo^t  infl\ie|nce 
over  tlic  city  ofDubliB^  and  thef  qoUrfttry  at  large.  _ 

Ncxhe  of  them  plajcecl  confidence  in  ;Mr,  Elliott,: 
Had  be  the  power,  th<?y  doubted  his  inclinatioatp  ^ 
serve  tbtir  cause.     Not  s<^  with  Mk,  Ponsonby^ 
TheyTiaUkivew  he  camrtiaiided  the. power,. and  few 
dombted  the  smcBrity  of  hk  inclinations  in  their 
fzvbttr.    As  the  johject  of  these  injervi^swa  evi- 
dently, was  to  induce  the  Catholic^  to  l«ecp  back 
their  petition^  Mr.  Pons6ft.by  ^^unied  all  the  cour* 
tesy.anti  attent!i6n,  Which  could   be  shewn;  his 
table  was  open  to-  ^several,,  as  his  qloset  wa^  to  all. 
These  interviews  and  cansult^tions  of  the  Chan- 
cellor,.  with  the.  diflfeinent  CathoUc.gentlemen  for  a 
considerable  time,   bore    the  .  appearance   of   se- 
crecy, anxiety  ahd  mystery. .    As  thei?c  e,xisted  d if- 
ferences  of  opinioii  amongist  those  Catholics,,  whom 
he  saw}  and  converfced  with:  about  the  manner  and 
seaso4i  of  briaging  forward  their  claims,  it  is  to  be 
presumed,  that  the  different  reprcsen  tar  ions  of  the 
feelings  of  the  Catholic  body  made  to  him,  pro- 
baWy  in  very  different  manners;  left  him  under  a 
perplexing  ehibaras^meilt.  Mr.  Ponsohbyhad  npf, 
like  Mr.  Fox>.  offered  his  best  energies;  to  support 
their  petition,  if  they  thought  proper  to  bring  it 
forward,  at  the  hazard  of  his  situation....  No  otlicr. 
ptfblie- mfeasui-e;  which  "(efi-ett  indirectly)  affected 
tlle/great^  Jrisli  dopulatibn;  Ava'l  attempted^  durit^^ 
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1806,  t]je  fjrsi;  10  months  of  the  new  administration,  than 
the  refusal  of  a  commission  for  the  county  of  Ar- 
magh to  Mr.  Wilson,  and  (he  before  mentioned 
unsatisfactory  moves  in  the  magistracy  of  Wexford 
and  Carlow. 
Rdbnntin  Great  activity  appeared  In  the  fiscal  system  and 
d^u™^"*'  official  attentions  to  the  revenue,  in  consequence 
nentt.  ^f  gjj.  j^j^^  Ncwport's  persomil  investigation  into 
e^-ery  department  depending  in  any  manner  upon 
the  Chancellorship  of , the  Exchequer.  Some  move^ 
ments  and  alterations  were  made  in  consequence. 
The  Board  of  Commissioners  was  dividecl  into  Ex- 
cise and  Customs.  In  the  new  commission*  was 
prominently  placed  Mr.  Alexander  Marsden,  whose 
continuance  in  the  office  of  confidential  Secretary 
was  too  loudly  clamoured  against  by  the  nation, 
to  be  unheeded  by  the  r\QW  managers  of  the  old 
system.  His  claims  upon  them  for  having^  sup* 
ported  that  system  tbroagh  a.  great /  variety  of 
changes  with  perseverance,  zeal  and  dexterity, 
were  loo  strong  not  to  be  handsomely  rewarded : 
he  was  accordingly  appointed  to:  the  lucrative  si- 
tuation of  a  commissioner  of  thp  inland  excise  and 
taxesf.     Two  of  the  vacancies  in  the  cpinmissioa 

^  Thfi  new  comraisstoners  were  Mr.  A.  Marsden,  Mr.  Ed- 
ward Taylor,  Mr.  Terry,  The  Hon.  Abraham  Hutchiosoo,  Mr. 
Dundas,  and  Mr.  George  Mackay. 

f  Mr.  MarsdeD  was  like  other  gicdt  public  characters,  ex- 
posed to  the  u  If  grateful  shiftings  of  the  popularis  aura.  At  the 
quarter  assembly  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  an  address,  of  thanki, 
which  had  been  vofed  by  the  I/vd  Mayor  and  Board  of  Alder- 
men to  Alexander  jyi^rsden,  Esq.  late  Secretary  in  the  civil  de« 
jpartment  at  the  Castle  for  his  conduct,  whilst  in  office,  was  pre* 
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were  occasioned  by  the  promotion  of  the  Earl  of  ^^06. 
Donoughmbre  to  the  Post  Office,  and  the  dismis- 
sal of  Mr.  LoDgfidd.  Mr.  Trail,  who  was  ap* 
pointed  to  succeed  Mr.  A.  Marsden,  was  a  gentle^ 
man,  who  had  formerly  worked  under  the  old  sj^- 
tern,  and  was  rather  distinguished  by  his  predilec- 
tions add  zeal  for  supporting  it.  Tlie  uliimat^ 
results  of  those  fiscal  alterations* introduced  by 

sented  to  the  afssen^bl y  of  the  Sht^fFs  afnd  Commons,  requesting 
their  concurrence.  The  address  had  bteeti  brought  forward  in  th« 
upper  assennbly  by  certain  advocated  for  the  new  police  bill, 
which  MryAf araden  had  been  so  assiduous  in  preparing  for  the 
city.  The  only  merit  openly  insisted  upon  on  behalf  of  Mr. 
Mars(]en,  wcs  bis  urbanity  and  politeness  of  manners  when  ofti* 
daily  applied  to.  His  antagonists  replied,  that  as  well  might  a  ^ 
daoGiBg-master  be  addressed  for 'the  gracefulness  of  his  bow.  . 
Mn  Marsden's  activity  under  Lord  Castiereagh  in  forcing  the 
Union  was  coupled  with  his  ardent  zeal  for  carrying  a  police 
bill,  which  trampled  on  all  the  ancient  chartered  rights  of  the 
city.  A  division  was^ called  fori  and  42  black  beans  appeared 
against,  and  only  ^2  white  beans  for  the  address  to  this  oncf 
powerful  favourite  in  the  city. 

*  The  present  financial  state  of  the  Irish  nation  is  so  alarn)« 
ing,  that  the  reality  cannot  be  too  strongly  put  before  the  public. 
The  Rational  debt  has  been  Uebled  since  thie  Union.  It  then 
was  30^000,0001.  and  the  charge  on  the  nation  for  payment  of 
the  interest  was  r,Q90,0001y  In  16 10,  it  was  90,(300,0001.  and 
the  charge  on  the  nation  to  theet  the  interest  was  4,730,0P0l. 
It  will  throw  considerabfe  light  on  this  awful  subject  to  lay  be- 
fore the  reader  the  four  resolntioifs,  which  Sir  John  Newport 
brought  before  the  (.Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  so 
l^tte  as  March  1^81 1  ;  the  more  especially  as  Mr.  Foster's  obser- 
ydSifXk  upon  his  4th  resoltttioft  pointedly  refers  to  this  very  mea- 
lureof  1806.  ' 

'*  Ut«  Thai  the  funded  debt  of  Ireland  hiis  nearly  treble4 
witlun  ten  years  ^  a«hi  emeuflited  onthe  Jlb  of  Janiiaiy,  1811, 
to  ^if ^,^2^,9^2,  occasioning  an  anniial  permanent  chs^rge  for 
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i«x5-    Sir  John  Newport  have  not  yet  been  fairly  knowft 
^^""""^  to  the  public      Ccrtuhi  it    i«,   that  ttoey  Wife^^ 

interest,  sinking  fund  and  management  of  .£4,27  3;OpO,  to  which 
liead  of  -expenffitu^  atone,  the  entire  ordinary  revenue  of  Ire- 
tfPh  amounting  ht  the  last  y^Ar  to  Otfly  £ifi\\,OM»  hJas  ht- 
comBAvhKiUy  inad^quot^ 

.  "  2d.  .  ThaCt  the  variouB  plmis  submitted  t*,  tftid>ad<>t>c6d  by 
Parliament,  for. raiding  the  amount  of  Irish  rby^n^e  by  ia- 
Creaserf  taxation,  to  defray  the  Irish  quota  of  expenditure,  or 
even  to  make  due  provision  .for  dischargijigi li^  intelrest*  *£  the 
loans,  have  totally  failed  to  answer  (ho  desired  object,'  imnnucbf 
^s  the  net  revenue  9f  .IB  lOi^  SPQjOQOli  beloifr  thihof  the  year 
)S07^  although  tajce$^  estimated  tQ  protbic^  indve  than ^(k)gOO^. 
we^e  imposed)  and  362,0001.  added  to  the  .obargfe  of  pViblic  debt 

d4:ing  that  interval. .  

'*  3d«  That  for  this  failure ; of  estimated  reveaike,'  wh>ch  has 
been  progresi^ive  during^  several  years,  ahbctugh  m^itt  slrikiiif  in 
that,  which  has  just  elapsed,  no  adequate;  clauses' cau  bddiico- 
vered  in  the  commercial  difficulties  Qf  thQ  ^Ejtof^reg  mnce  the 
'  intercourse  Between  Great  Britajin*  a^  jiel^d,  which  is  the 
great  channel  of  the  coBimerce  of  ti^e  latter,  has  hot  bfeen  im^ 
peded,  except  in  one  instauce,  and  the  deiicLentry  mt»flfc  therefore 
,be  attributed  to  other  and  different  caiises. 

**  4ih.  That  the  expences  of  the  collection  and; manageiU&nt  of 
the  reveniies  of  Ireland- have. advanced  ip  a  jraodt  striklag  degree, 
particularly  since  the  year  180?.  Thai  thei  amount  of  deduc- 
tions on  this  ^ccompt  from,  ^he  revenue,  ^l]^tom9y  excise,  and 
inland  taxes  of  Ireland,  in  ifs  passage  to  the  Exchequer,  hsis 
risen  from  416,0001.  at  which  it  stood*  in  )S07,  to  more  than 
720,0001.  in  the  last  year }  out  qf  wBlch  sum  227,0001.  were 
absorbed  in  the  incidental  expences  of  th«  two  bodrdft^  to* which 
the  direction  ^f  those  departments  w^  intrusted  j  and  that  it 
appears,  that  in  1607,  those  duties  were  coliected  ai  ia  charge 
of  lOl.  ]  6s.  per  ceat  in  the.qnstoms^  aado/  ^l«  Ji^rift  ihe^K^ 
else  arid  taxes  on  their  nett  revenue :  whereas  that  ohtr^e  haa 
risen  ip  j8  l,q  ).o  mure  than;  35  per.c^f*  op  d>e  «^  produce  of 
•  the  customs,  aBd^pioro  than  Id*  per  c0^at.  m  thai,  of  the  excise 
and  inland  taxesj  applicab]^  to  the  public  services  of  th^  y^*" 

i  - 
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ushered  in  with  a  considerable  portion  of  accuj-  ^J^ 
mulative  patronage. 

^  To  every  Irishman,  who  feels  the  value  of  civil  ^g^tored*"io 
liberty,  and  can  appreciate  the  share  of  it  pro*  ^^f  ^'^j^y 
cured  by  Mr.  Grattan  for  his  country  in  the  year 
1782,  though  since  fiiched  from  lier  by  the  Umon> 

Mr.  Foster,  in  observing  on  those  resolutions,  complaJned* 
that  the  fttatement  of  the  revenue  did  not  include  the  extraor- 
dinary resources  of  the  year,  such  as  the  proportion  of  the  lot- 
tery, &c.  aniKHHiting  to  abont  230|000l.  as  well  as  the  ordinary 
revenue^' and  was  therefore  lallaciquj?.  Oo  which  Mr.  Banker 
justly  observed,  that  the  statement  vi'as  most  properly  conlined 
to  the  ordinary  permanent  revenue,  as  that  alone  could  be  con- 
sidered applicable  to  pay  the  charge  of  the.  funded  debt,  and  it 
coQld  not  be  caUed  falhcious,  as  it  purported  to  convey  no  other 
meaflHig, 

Mr.  Foster  observed  on  th<e  fourth  resolution,  that  the  inr 
creased  charge  of  collection  and  management  of  revenues  aros^    * 
in  a  great  degree,  from  the  separation  of  the  departments  of 
customs  and  excise,  effected  during  Sir  John  Newport's  official 
engagements    An  opportunity  did  not  present  itself  of  refuting 
this;  but  as  the  comparison  is  instituted  between  this  charge  in 
the  year  ending  the  6th  January  1808,  and  that  ending  January* 
1811,   it  xannot  be  afj^cted  by  the  expence  of  a  division  of 
thoiie  de|iartments  i  which  as  to  the  board  of  controul,  took 
place  m  180G  \  and  as  to  the  collectors  and  subordinate  officers 
in  February  and  March,   1807,  the  compensations  for  fees  sup- 
pressed in  the  department  of  th v^ustonis  do  indeed  form  a  consi* 
titrable  part  of  this  increase,  to  the  extent  of  near  800,0001.  and 
perhaps  in   no  instance  has  enormous  and  wasteful   profusion 
been  more  apparent.  For  instance  5,9001.  annually  for  two  lives 
to  the  storekeeper  t)f  the  port  of  Dublin  ;  9801.  to  the  surveyor 
and  cmoptroller  in  the  stores  ;  9001.  to  the  guaging  surveyor  ; 
1 ,0001.  to  the  searcher,  packer  and  gtaager  ; ,  1,200U  to  the  port  ^ 

wvcyor  of  Cork ;  and  very  many  other  similar  grants. 
VOL.    II.  2d 
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,^^^^  it  cannot  be  a  matter  of  indifference,  that  lirs 
truly  right  honourable  name  was  restored  to  the 
]ist  of  privy  counsellors.  At  the  same  time,  every 
reflecting  patriot  laments,  that  either  he  should 
have  declined,  or  not  have- been  pressed  to  accept 
of  a  prominent  and  efficient  share  iti  the  adminis- 
tration, of  which  his  political  friends  were  sup- 
posed to  have  formed  the  basis.  It  certainly 
was  not  by  accident,  that  neither  the  name  of 
Giattan  nor  of  Curran  graced  the  list  of  new  ar- 
rangements. Ireland  will  never  be  convinced, 
that  those  twin  genii  refused  the  exertion  of  their 
talents  to  liberate  and  liberalize  their  country, 
"My.  G rattan  not  called  to  a  situation  to  render, 
and  Mr,  Curran  politically  excluded  from  the  pos- 
sibilit}'  of  rendering  any  aid  or  lustre  to  their 
country.  What  is  the  inference?  But  that  Ire- 
land was  to  be  degraded  and  oppressed,  and  to  be 
moieover  deprived  of  her  native  powers  to  pre- 
vent it. 

r)«ath  of  The  death  of  Mr.  Fox,  on  the  13th  of  Septem- 
ber, was  an  afflicting  event  to  his  country,  and  to 
mankind.  His  capacious  benevolence  embraced 
them  all.  To  Ireland  he  had  been  virtually  dead 
for  some  months.  His  letter  to  Mr.  Ryan  may  he 
properly  considered  his  last  will  and  testament  to 
her.  In  that  his  candour  disclosed  his  feeling  and 
judgment  upon  her  case :  his  benevolence  drew  from 
him  the  unqualified  tender  of  his  best  exertions  in 
hex  cause,  and  his  liberality  prepared  him  for  the 
sacrifice,  which  he  wisely  foresaw  would  attend  tlie 
duty  of  benevolence.  Which  of  hi3  colleagues  dkl  the 
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like  ?  Mr..  Fox  was  the  only  great  statesman,  who  ,}^\ 
could  not  guide  his  passions  by  his  policy.     His 
ambition  was  as  great  as  that  of  any  man :  but  . 
it  was  to  attain  power,  tliat  he  might  command 
the  means  of  being  humane  and  just :  that  he 
might  secure  perfect  freedomj  civil  and  religious, 
to  every  human  being.     No  man  ever  had  a  more  . 
comprehensive  knowledge  of^  or  practical  vener*a- 
tidu  for  the  British  constitution,  than  Mr.  Fox.- 
A  monumental  proof  to  posterity,  that  whatever 
claims,    that  illustrious  statesman  openly  abetted 
werte   strictly  constitutional.      The  rare   and  ad  ! 
miraWe  aSiemblage  of  Mr.  Fox's  personal  qualities 
and  attainments  are  th^  theme  of  the  biographer, 
or  the  English  or  universal  historian.     But  observ- 
ing, that  during. a  most  arduous  cateer  of  politics 
Mr.  Fox  was  never  guilty  of  the  slightest  tergiver- 
sation, and  withstood  the  most  powerful  lures  to 
apostacy,  that  he  better  knew,  than  all  his  co-  • 
temporaries,  the  principles,  views  and  interests  of 
foreign  states,  ^id  as  to  home  politics,  that  his 
intuition  and  prescience  were  almost  supernatural, 
(never  having  reprobated  a  measure  of-  which  the 
lesuit  was  not  disastrous,  nor  recommended  a  line 
of  conduct,  which  failure -and  unavailing  repent- 
ance from  rejection  did  not  shew  the  wisdom  of 
his  advice,)    is  to  furnish    an  irrefragable    argu- 
ment, that  the  system  of  Irish  government,  which 
he  invariably  deprecated  was  radically  mischiev- 
ous and  vicious  :  and  the  Irish  claims,  which  he 
unceasingly  supported   were  fouuded  on  the  im- 
2  P  2 
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^^^  mutable  principles  of  right,  justice  and  enlight- 
ened policy.* 
sap|.rr8sion     Tl^o  sumiiier  of  1806  was  inatked  by  no  inter* 
dLSTrS^*.  oal  occurrence  worthy  of  notice.     Fa  the  city  of 
***•  Armagh,  where  the  Limerick  militia  was  qnarter- 

ed,  very  alarming  symptoms  of  discontent  dis- 
played them3elves  on  several  different  days  in  July. 
Most  of  the  men  of  that  regiment  are  Roman 
Catholics,  The  yeomanry  of  the  city  of  Armagh, 
and  the  greater  part  of  tlie  townsmen,  who  arc 
Protestants,  and  mostly  Orangemen,  had  arrayed 
themselves  on  one  side^  and  lieUl  very  provoking 
and  insulting  language  to  the  miKtia  men :  they 
drew  up,  arid  were  joined  by  most  of  the  Catbo* 
lies  of  Armagh  :  but  providentially  they  commit- 
ted no  further  excesses,  than  some  personal  as* 
sauUs,  in  which  many  were  severely  wounded. 
/  A  garrison  affray  hap|)ened  at  TuUamore  between 
a  party  of  the  light  brigade  lately  quartered  at 
Birr,  consisting  of  tlie  light  companies  of  the  Der« 
ry,:  Monaghan,  Limerick  and  Sligo  milHia,  which 
had  marched  into  that  tcKvn  in  the  eveningi  and 
some  complies  of  Hanoverian  infs^ntry,  that  had 
been  quartered  there  for  a  cousideraWe  time.  Two 
lives  were  liost,  and  several  on  each  si4e  (about  30  in 

•  The  death  of  Mr.  Fox  caused  no  alteration  in  the  Irish 
gprernment.  In  England^  Lord  Howick  quitted  the  Admiralty, 
and  went  to  the  Foreign  CHiice.  Mr.  T.  Grenvifle  rooceeded 
him  in  the  Admiralty.  Lord  Sidmouth  Msigned  tne  .Privy  Seal 
to  Lonl  Holland,  and  Lord  Fitzwilliam  retired  from  the  Pre^i- 
•  dency  of  the.  Board  of  Controul,  to  >ybich  Lprd  Sidmouth  suc- 
ceeded. 
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all)  were  wounded.     By  tlie  prudent  and  officer-  yj^^ 
like  conduct  of  General  Von  Lysingen,  the  Ha- 
noverian   commanding    officer,    the    affray    was 
checked,  which  by  improvidence  or  malice  might 
have  set  the  kingdom  in  a  flame. 

The  most  serious  disturbances,  which  were  like-  Threshers, 
ly  from  necessity,  accident  or  design,  to  be  work- 
ed up  into  a  political  consequence,  were  the  tu« 
mukuary  proceedings  of  a ,  large  portion  of  the 
peasantry  in  the  western  parts  of  the  country. 
Where  the  rack  rent  paid  for  land  by  the  immediate 
occupier  of  the  soil,  which  went  to  feed  the  middle 
men,  who  idly  subsisted  on  their  profit  rents,  was 
exorbitant,  beyond  all  proportion,  to  labour  and 
provision,  it  was  to  be  expected,  that  these  indus- 
trious victims  of  extortion  should  at  least  be  sore 
at  the  extreme  difficulty  of  discharging  their  land- 
lords and  maintaining  their  families.  But  when 
unexpected  demands  were  made  upon  them  from 
road-jobbbg  presentments  of  corrupt  Grand  Ju- 
ries, and  the  surcharged  claims  of  tythe  proctors 
were  heaped  upon  them  (no  matter  whether  legal 
or  illegal)  can  it  be  a  wonder,  that  the  original 
soreness  from  difficulty,  should  have  arisen  into 
despair  from  incompetency,  and  thence  have  pro- 
ceeded from  indiviijual  to  combined  resistance? 
In  consequence  of  recent  exactions  from  the 
tythe  proctors  in  the  counties  of  Mayo,  Sligo, 
Leitiim,  and  parts  of  Roscommon,  formerly  no- 
table for  their  pacific  and  orderly  demeanour,  a 
body  of  people,  stiling  themselves  Threshers 
(i.  e.  of  tythe  proctors  com)  had  appeared  in  a        • 
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^J^^   sort  of  public   confederacy.    '  Up   to  tbat  time, 
they    had   punctiliously  confined   their    outrages 
and  depredations  to  the  collectors  of  tythes  and 
their  underlings.     They  frankly  averred  their  rea- 
sons for  their  conduct,  viz.  that  from  the  late  un- 
precedented rise  in  the  tythes,   beyond  what  had 
before  been   insisted    upon,    the   profits  of    their 
crops  centered  almost  entirely  in  the  >tythe  proc- 
tor.    They  sent  letters,  signed  Captain  Threskr, 
to  the  growers  of  flax  and  oats,  warning  them,  un- 
der severe  pains,   to  leave  th^ir  tythes  in  kind  on 
the  fields,  but  on  no  account  to  pay  any  monied 
composition  to  their  rectors  and  vicars,    or  their 
lessees  or   proctors,      Had   the  managers  of  the 
Bedford  administra-tion^i;?  all  things  minutely  fol- 
lowed the   example   of   their  predecessors,   those 
counties  would   have  been   proclaimed,  and  pro- 
bably a  more  general  insurrection  have  existed  in 
Irelandj,  than*  in  the  year  1798-.  Many  of  the  task 
drivers  under  the  old  regime  (all  found  in  place 
were  retained,  except  Lord  Redesdale  and  Mr.  fos- 
ter discharged  by  Mr.  Fox)  urged  tlie  governai6ut 
to  proclaim  the  disturbed  counties,  and  recommence 
the  discipline  and  goadings  of  1793.   Such  an  overt 
re-adoption  of  the  atrocities  of  terrorism   would 
have   at   once   defeated    the  main    object  of  the 
preserit  managers  of  Ireland,   which  was  to  pre- 
vent thp  extinction  of  the  system,   by  keeping  off 
its  sure  destruction,     the  vital  question  of  emanci- 
pation.* They  accordingly  sent  Mr,  Serjeant  Moore 

•  *  Lord  Grey  (•hen   Vi>co"nt  Howick)  on  the  26th  of  March, 

181^7,  iii  his  JSrjpbie,  sets  out  with  this  broad  assertion.       Jhf^ 
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io  Castlebar,    to   investigate    the  nature  of  the  ^l^^^f^ 
evidence,  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  is- 
suing a  special  conimission^to  try  the  forty-four 
prisoners,  who  were  then  in  custpdy  for  those  spe-. 
cific  outrages. 

As  the  bulk  of  the  peasantry  throughout  Con-  Further 
naught  is  CathoUc,  every  combination  of  them^^te"'*" 
must  individually  consist  generally  of  Catholics, '^**'**^*'^*; 
But  the  Threshers  were  in  no  manner  an  emana- 
tion from  the  Catholic  body,  or  Dublin  Catholic 
Committee,  »or  in  any  \vay  concerned  with  or  in- 
terested in  the  questions  of  the  policy  and  expedi- 
ency of  bringing  forward  or  holding  back  their  pe- 
tition to  Parliament,  so  warmly  agitated  at  the 
Catholic  meetings  in  Dubhn.  Formerly  the  JVhite 
Boysy  JVright  Boys,  Heart  of  Si  eel  Botfs,  Heart 
oJOak  Boys,  and  other  denominations  oiP  discon- 
^  tented  and  tumultuary  peasants,  had  caused  simi- 
lar disturbances  in  various  parts  of  the  country  : 
but  none  even  of  the  most  corrupt  and  sanguinary 
Statesmen  of  those  times  persisted  in  fixing  tbe 
bodv  of  Catholics  with  the  crimes  of  some  mis- 
guided  wretches,  who  were  seduced  or  goaded  into 
the  commission  of  felony  by  groupes,  under  parti- 
cular denominations,  because  the  individuals  had 
been  brought  up  in  the  Roman  Catholic  religion. 
The  conduct  of  go%'ernment  with  reference  to  the 
Threshers  was  singular,  if  not  improvident.  Long 
before  the  last  change  in  his  Majesty's  councils, 
this  combination  and  denomination  of  Threshers 

hoped  by  a  conciliatory  mode  qf  governmeni  to  keep  the  question  a$ 

rest.  •      • 
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1800.  i^ad  acqutrerl  ^  formidable  cansistency ;  bat,  as 
discontent  arising  out  of  misery  must  at  least  keep 
pace  with,  if  not  outtep  its  pai-ent,  they  certainly 
did,  during  the  Bedford  administration,  acquire 
strength  fr?>m  the  encrease  of  numbers  and  organi- 
zation. During  the  whole  of  that  administration, 
nothing  was  even  attempted  to  redress  tlie  griev- 
ances complained  of,  under  the  tytbing  system, 
nor  to  afford  relief  against  the  abuses,  of  a  corrupt 
magistracy.  The  government  well  knew  the  pro- 
gress of  the  evil ;  hut,  as  it  was  loca^,  no  remedy 
could  be  effectually  applied,  whiqh  they  were  not 
called  upon  to  carry  into  eifect  throughout  the^ 
whole  nation,  and  that,  it  appears  by  their  con^ 
duct,  they  were  prcrdetermined  not- to  attempt. 
They  betrayed  an  uncommon  anxiety  to  suppress 
the  magnitude  of  the  evil  from  the  ey^s  of  the  pub- 
lic ;  aud  for  that  purpose,  resorted  to  the  liacl^T 
nied  expedient;  of  bribing  the  periodical  publica- 
tions into  silence  or  misrepresentation.  To,  soipe 
of  the  more  independent  papers*  in  circulation, 

♦  One  of  the  most  ordinary,  plausible,  and  tnisehietoai  en* 
ginesi  of  eorraption  in  Irelandhaa  fo^  many  years  beea  the  mercer 
nary  use  of  the  newspapers^  which  unquestionably  work  a  poi^er- 
ful  bias,  on  so  much  of  th^  public  mind,  as  t^ink^  not  for  itself. 
It  is  a  matter  of  notoriety,  that  the  favoured  prints,  to  whicl^  go- 
vernment sends  their  proclamations  and  advertiscipents,  are  well 
understood  to  foik>w  the  directions  of  government  in  whatover 
they  lay  before  the  public,  as  to  the  ^late  of  the  country  and 
the  measures  of  thp  Castle.  The  proprietor  therefore  of  an  es- 
tablished paper  estimates  lhi§  preference  at  a  nett  profit  of  more 
than  ;620O0  a  year.  He  is  cousequeolly  a  pensioner  to  tliat 
•     amouDty  during  his  obseiyance  of  the  implied  compact.    The 
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they  offered   the  puHfcation  of  the  government  J^^ 
proclamations,  and  advertisements,   on  condition 

misclM«f  endls  not  here.    As  government  must  advertise  their 
proclanKitions  and  other  official  notices  (there  being  no  Court 
Gazette  io  Ireland  as  in  £ng1and)>  the  preference  of  some  oat 
af  the  many  daily  prints  rests  in  the  direction  of  government. 
On  the  other  hand,  that  discretion  being  unlimited,  as  to  the 
number  of   favoured  prints,  but  more  particularly  as  to  the 
senseless  and  frequent  maertwoa  of  the  official  articYes,  long  af. 
ter  their  stale  repetitions  have  becoQ»e  useless,  a  most  waaton  ez« 
pence  is  thrown  upon  the  public^  which  answers  no  other  end, 
than  to  enlarge  the  bribe.  To  this  species  of  abuse  the  Hon.  C. 
H.  Hutchinson  referred  so  lately  as  the  20th  of  March,  181 1,  in 
the  Imperial  Parliament^  on  the  report  of  the  Irish  supply,  whilst 
be  was  urging  the  restoralioa  of  ^.5000  a  year  to  Mayiiooth 
College^  which  the  Bedford  Administratiou  had  added  to  theori* 
gioal  grant  of  ^.8000,  and  which  the  Perceval  Administration, 
bad,  in   the  first  ebullition  of  their  Anti-Catholic  zeal,  most 
illiberally  taken  from  it.     "  The  other  night, ^*  said  thai  Hon, 
Member,  and  staunch  friend  to  the  coaniry,    "  jf  .10,300  were 
*'  granted  for  theprmiing  qfpracUnmtians,  From  that  sum.  «£.  QOOa 
'*  might  have  bieen  safely  deducted  ;  for  I  ani  fully  prepaied  to 
*'  prove  that  sum  had  been  used  lor  the  a)ost  unworthy  purposes.'* 
Mr,  Parnell,  as  a  true  and  indefatigable  friend  to  his  country, 
objected  to  thp  grant  of  that  sum,  as  being  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  enabling  government  to  bribe  the  press.     Mr.  Poole  re- 
marked, that  the  money  was  wanteil  solely  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  publicity  to  the  government  advertisements;  adding,  that 
if  it  ha4  bpen  his  intention  to  bribe  the  Irtish  press,  he  bad  la- 
mentably failed ;  seeiug,  how  roughly  he  had  bt-en  handled  by 
many  of  the   Dublin  papeya.     So\  audaciously  oppressive  andf 
mischievous  had  been  the  conduct  of  the  Irish  government  in  tho 
yeor  1810,  that  some  of  their  long  favoined  papers  (particularly 
the  Freanan^s  Journal)  of  the  widest  circulation  could  no  longer 
sacrifice  the  catise  of  the  people  and  the  cmvntry  to  their  jown 
emolument.     They  freely  exposed  and  commented  on  the  mea- 
sures of  government,  and  were  instantly  punished  for  their  po- 
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J^JJ^  of  their  admitting  no  article  in  their  paper,  which 
slioulil  jset  forth  fairly  the  actual  situation  of  the 
Threshers  in  the  Western  counties.  Government 
was  doubly  anxious^  that  the  English  public  should 
l)clieve,  that  there  was  neither  complaint  nor  cause 
of  discontent  remaining  in  Ireland.  It  was  their 
pride  to  he  thought  capable  of  keeping  the  coun- 
try in  complete  tranquillity  without  resorting  to 
martial  law  or  the  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus, 
which  their  predecessors  had  always  insisted  upon, 
as  imperiously  necessary  for  that  purpose.  The 
proposal  of  government  was  rejected  ;  and  some 
true  and  very  alarming  accounts  of  the  Threshers 
were  brought  before  the  public.  They  sometimes 
assembled  in  large  bodies  of  several  hundrecjs, 
dressed  in  white  shirts  or  frocks,  and  faced  the 
military  for  a  time ;  but  after  some  shots,  they 
usually  dispersed  in  c6nfusion  :  probably  from  want 
of  leaders  or  officers  to  command  and  enforce  dis- 
cipline.    This  also  proves,  that  their  assemblage 

litical  honesty  by  the  subtraciioD  of  the  governnient  advertise- 
tneDts  and  proclamations.  To  the  honour  of  the  Irish  press- 
three  papers  only,  of  very  stinted  circulation,  have  b<»en  so  pro- 
fligately venal,  as  solely  to  support  and  extol  the  system. 
Through  these  alone,  which  reach  not  ten  hands,  ivhere  the 
othirTs  do  thousands,  are  all  go vernn^nt  notifications  n<^w  exclu- 
sively conveyed  to  the  community*  To  such  pitiful  degradatioa 
has  the  government  descended  to  the  Freeman's  .fournaU  as  to 
have  issu^,  through  its  minister,  ^  circular  letter  to  all' the  pub- 
lie  offices^  even  Paving  Boarc^t  to  withdraw  their  advertisements 
and  subscriptions,  and  to  the  Chamberlain  of  Cerembnies,  to  pro- 
hibit the  advertising  the  Castle  drawing  rookQS,  balls  and  Iqvees 
ia  that  paper.      * 
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and  views  were  momentary  and  local:  merely  ^'^^^•-vl!^. 
decimal,  and  in  no  mannec  organized  or  concerted 
for  general  revolutionary  or  rebellious  purposes. 
It  was  a  fresh  and  angry  eruption,  ^om  the  old 
sore  of  many  years  standing  on  the  body  of  the 
Irish  peasantry,  which  Mr,  Pitt  had  in  his  con- 
teijjplation  in'  the  year  17P9,  but  which  even  he 
with  ^U  his  prejudices  against  tlie  country,  broadly 
discriminated  from  the  question  of  emancipation, 
with  the  false  hopes  of  which  in  his  speech  on  pro- 
posing the  measure  of  Union  lie  insidiously  buoyed 
up  the  Caitholjc  body*/  They  usually  assembled 
early  in  the  mornipgs,  and  destroyed  whatever 
tythe  corn  fell  ip  their  way.  I|i  the  month  of 
November  they  tooly  1 1  tyihe  stacks  from  the  hag- 
gard of  a  man  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ballina, 
and  strewed  them  along  the  road  up  to  the  very 
to\yn  itself  T'^^y  made  domiciliary  visits  both  by 
night  and  day  in  houses  and  cabins  for  arms,  which 
they  took  without  perpetrating,  any  further  out- 
rage. 
The  return  of  Lord  Lauderdale  to  London,  upon  T^»Moi«tH» 

.  .  .      .        fifParlm- 

the   unsuccessful   termination   of  our  negoci4tiQntnenr,aiid 
with  France,  was  quickly  followed  by  a  dissolution  addr««  to 
of  the  Parliament.    The  remainder  of  the  year  was  tan! 
pearly  engrossed  by  the  new  elections.     Some  in- 

•  f'  F|ow  far,  in  gfJilition  to  this  great  and  leading  considera- 
"  tion,  (namely,  the  emancipation  of  the  Roman  Catholics)  it 
<'  may  be^lsowise  ai^d  practicable  to  accompany  the  mtasare,  . 
"  by  some  mode  of  relieving  the  lower  classes  from  the  pressure 
*'  of  tythes,  which  in  many  instances  operate  at  present,  as  a 
"  great  practical  evi^,*'  , 
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yj^^^  effectual  efforts  were  made  to  stimulate  the  electors 
to  demand  of  every  candidate  a  test  of  his  politi- 
cal creed,  and  to  take  security  for  his  acting  up  to 
it,  when  returned  to  Parliament.  The  only  elec- 
tion incident,  which  involved  in  it  any  national  in- 
tei-cst,  was  the  address  of  the  X^atholic  citizens  of 
Duhlin  to  Mr.  G rattan  on  his  return  for  that  city> 
which  will  transmit  to  posterity  an  estimable  mo- 
nument of  proper  feelings  and  a  delicate  sense  of 
honor  in  both  parties, 

**  At  a  Meeting  of  Catholic  Citizens  of  Dublin, 
holden  on  the  I  Sth  December  1 80(i,  Denis  Tl)cr- 
inas  O'Brien,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 

**  Resotvedy  That  it  is  a  duty  incumbent  on  us  to 
provide,  that  Mr.  Grattan's  late  election  for  this 
city  shall  not  be  attended  with  any  expencc  to 
him, 

"  Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  meeting, 
that  a  fund  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  has  been 
subscribed  by  the  Catholics  of  Dublin. 

"  Resolved,  that  the  following  address  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Grattan. 

^  Sir, 
^'  Accept  the  congratulation  of  the  Catholic  ci- 
ti?:ens  of  Dublin  on  the  event  of  your  election, 
Friend  and  favourite  of  the  people,  you  it  peculi- 
fiTly  befits  to  represent  in  Parliament  the  first  city 
of  a  land,  which  owes  tp  your  exertions  its  fran- 
phises  and  its  prosperity.     It  was  flie  triumph  of 
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Ireland,  when  the  most  conspicuous  distinction,  ^^^* 
which  auy  of  its  com  owners  can  now  receive  from 
popular  approbation,  was  placed  upon  that  brow, 
to  which  genius,  patriotism,  public  service,  and 
public  virtue  conspired  to  direct  it.  In  placing 
you,  Sir,  at  the  head  of  its  representatfon,  the 
city  of  Publin  has  rendered  justice  to  itself:  it 
has  averted  the  national  injury,  which  must  hav€ 
been  sustained  by  your  retirement,  or  the  national 
disgrace,,  if  any  place  of  inferior  note  had  been 
permitted  to  confer  the  trust  of  legislation  upon 
the  habitual,  guardian  of  this  country's  rights; 
upon  the  man,  whose  name,  for  thirty  years  has 
been  connected  with  every  improvement,  which 
has  been  adopte<l  or  proposed,  constitutional  or 
commerciah  Under  any  circumstances  the  acces 
sion  of  your  talents,  of  your  character,  of  your  au- 
thority to  the  councils  of  the  Empire  would  have 
been  valuable;  but  it  becomes,  indeed,  impor- 
tant as  great  emergencies  arise,  and  at  a  moment, 
when  many  concerns  of  this  Member  of  the  State 
appear  urgently  to  press  for  legislative  arrange*-, 
ment.  In  this  gieat  act  of  national  honor  and  na- 
tional duty,  it  was  our  misfortune  not  to  have  co- 
operated so  effectually,  as  we  wished,  notwith- 
standhig  the  liberal  provisions  enacted  in  1793. 
So  inoperative  have  been  the  laws  designed  to  re- 
lieve us,  that  not  a  single  individual  of  our  body 
was,  on  the  late  election,  enabled  to  vote  as  a 
freeman  of  Dubfm ;  one  mode  remains,  by  which 
we  can  associate  ourselves  to  the  merit  of  this 
event;  frequent  and  -^vcn  late  examples  authorise 
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t8<^fi.  us' to  make  the  proposal,  and  in  it  we  earnestly  en- 
treat your  accjuicscence.  Your  return  to  Parlia- 
ment has  beyond  any  other  occurrence,  been  gra- 
tifying to  every  patriotic  and  independent  feelinti:. 
Let  us  be  permitted  to  render  it  altogether  a  pul)- 
lic  concern,  by  taking  upon  us  the  expences  un- 
avoidably incurred,  in  a  popular  and  protracted 
election.  Those,  who  have  now  the  honor  to  ad- 
dress you,  in  the  honest  and  zealous  impulse  of 
what  they  feel  to  be  their  duty,  have  made  provi- 
sion for  this  puipose;  it  is  the  tribute.  Sir,  of  men 
attached  to  your^  interest  and  to  your  cause,  be- 
cause they  identify  these  objects  with  the  freedom 
and  welfare  of  their  country. 

"  D.  T.  O'Brien,  Chairman." 

**  To  which  Mr.  Grattan  was  pleased  to  make  the 
following  answer  : 

*^  Gentlemen, 
**  In  answer  to  that  part  of  your  address,  which 
attributes  to  me  what  I  do  not  pretend  to  arro- 
gate to  myself,  I  can  only  say,  that  I  took  my 
part  in  the  public  service  in  common  with  others. 
The  honor  of  representing  the  capital  of  my  native 
country,  I  feel  to  be  great,  and  still  greater  from 
the  zeal,  which  was  manifested  in  my  favour.  To 
you,  and  to  your  body  I  am  very  much  indebted. 
You  supported  me  with  activity  anllvvith  effect; 
and  though  the  .Catholics  could  ^not  vote  as  free-. 
men,  yet,    I  hope   the  Corporations,  from  good 
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sense  and  good  temper,  coupled  with  a  regard  to  ,J^^ 
their  own  real  interest,  will  not  long  hesitate  to 
second  the  intentions  of  the  legislature,  and  give 
you  the  full  benefij  of  those  franchises,  which  the 
statute  designed.     The  last  idea  contained  in  your 
address,  which  proposes  to  discharge  the  expence 
of  my  election,  is,  in  a  high  degree  generous'  and 
splendid  ;  it  floes  honor  to  yourselves,  and  to  the 
person,  who  is  tlie  object  of  it.     Gratified  most, 
sbcerely  by  that  honor,  I  must  decline  the  offer ; 
but  I 'feel  the  obligation  undimiaisheil,  unabated 
and  perpetual.     I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Gentle 
men,  your  most  faith. ful  humble  Servant, 

''  HENRY  GRATTAN-" 

On  the  decline  of  Autumn  the  tumultuous  spirit  ;rhrc8her« 
of  the  Threshers  began  to  spread  itself  into,  the  *"'''^^***'* 
neighbouring  counties.  Lord  Granard  and  the 
leading  gentlemen  of  property  in  the  county  of 
Longford  had  frequent  meetings  to  concert  mea- 
sures for  checking  its  progress,  at  the  last  of  which 
they  came  to  a  string  of  resolutions*,  which  they 

♦COUNTY  OF  LONGFORD." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  magistrates  and  gentry  of  the  couiity  of 
Longford,  convened  by  the  Earl  of  Granard^  as  gover|ior  of 
Baid  county,  on  the  8th  day  of  December  1806,  at  Longford, 
The  following  lesolutioiis  were  unanimoui^ly  agreed  to. 

lissohed,  X^^^^  ^^'fi  ^^^^  observed  with  deep  regret  the  dls-         * 
.tufbaaces  and  disorders,  which  have  lately  been  conamitted  in 
this  co\in*y  by  deluded  ni«n  styling  themselves  Tlireshers,  assem- 
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}^^^  published  in  tlie  chief  newspapers.  They  bespeak 
the  alarming  stage,  to  which  these  infatuated 
wretciies  Had  then  arrived.  About  the  same  time, 
in  consequence  of  Mr,  Serjeant  Moore's  report, 
and  the  growing  audacity  of  the  associators,  a 
special  commission  issued  to  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Downesand  Mr,  Baron  George  to  try^  the  several 
prisoners  in  the  different  goals  of  tlie  disturljcd 
counties.  In  the  connty  of  Mayo,  12  of  those  de- 
luded wretches  were  found  guilty,  and  expiated 
llieir  offences  by  death.     Fewer  were   tried  and 

bllng  by  night,  disgdised  and  armed,  and  tendering  illegal  oaths» 
or  administering  oaths,  they  not  being  qualified  so  to  do. 

Resolved^  That  we  hold  such  proceedings  in  utter  abhorrence^ 
and  that  we  will  collectively  and  individually,  use  every  legal 
means  in  our  power  to  bring  such  offenders  to  justice,  and  that  we 
will  co-operate  with  the  military  in  a  strenuous  support  of  the 
laws,  and  in  aHordiog  every  protection  io  our  power  to  the  loyal 
and  well  conducted  p>irt  of  this  county. 

Resohed,  That  liberal  rewards  shall  be  given  to  all  perioas 
giving  such  information  as  will  enable  us  to  prosecute  any  of  the 
above  mentioned  oiifenders  to  conviction. 

Resolved^  That  the  sincere  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  returned 
to  John  West,  Esq.  Hugh  Kerr,  Esq.  and  Samuel  Crawford,  Esq. 
for  their  active  and  spirited  endeavours  to  repress  the  outrages 
committed  by  those  deluded   men  styling  themselves  Threshers^ 

Resolved,  That  any  person  bringing  information  to  a  magis- 
trate may  rely  upon  being  fully  protected  and  amply  rewarded* 
as  the  magistrates  of  the  county  are  authorized,  and  will  be  en- 
iibled  by  government  to  do  so.  '  ^ 

Resolved,  That  we  pledge  otirselves  to  each  other  and  to  our 
countr^T,  that  we  will  not  renew  any  lease,  or  let  an  acre  of  land, 
to  any  person,  who  we  have  just  reason  to  believe  has  volunta- 
rily and  actively  been  concerned  in  any  of  the  above  or  similar 
outrages. 
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suffereclin  the  other  counties.  The 'special  com^  ^  ^gpf  ^ 
mission  fortunately  put  a  check  to  the  outrages. 
The  country  was  convinced,  that  the  strong  arm 
of  the  law  sufficed  to  tranquillize  it,  Addresses  of 
thanks  to  the  Lord  Lieutenaht  for  fiis  having,  so 
seasonably  issued  the  speciaj  conunisston,  were 
sent  up  from  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  coimty  of 
Mayo  and  others.  It  was  tl>e  peculiar  boast  of  the 
Castle,  that  they  put  down  the  Threshers  without 
resorting  to  the  violent. measures,  which  Mr*  ter^ 
ceval,  in  particular,  had  on  the  second  day  of  the 
session  so  vehemently  called  u^on  the  ministers  to 
adopt  .   . 

It  is  to  be  deplored,  that  the  new  ministers,  who  The  new 
came  intp  office  upon  the  open  avowal  of  pritici^  »c^ing^^oii 
pies  diametrical^  opposite  to  those  of  their  prede-  p^rlwipiefc 
eessors,  should  have  been  but  few  months  in  office, 
ere  they  shewed  themselves  impregnated  with  tho 
spirit  and  principles  of  the  old  system,  as  strongly 
to  all  appearances,  and  according  to  every,  rational 
ground  of  human  judgment,  ^s  if  they  essentially 
constituted  the  tenure,  by  which  they  held  their  si- 
tuations.    In  the  old  official  catit  they  charged  the    . 
insurrections  of  the  Threshers  upon  thtf  religion  of 
the  rioters:  and  the  illiberal  and  injudicious  an«' 
nexation  of  a  tumultuary  confederacy  of  parts  of 
a  wretched  ground-down  peasantry  with  the  vital 
question  of  Catholic  einancipation  ^  produced  the 
only -nfcasure*  brought  forward  by  the  ministers, 

*  That  measure  of  opening  the  military  serr'icc  to  CathoHc!<« 
brought  on  by  Lord  Huwick»  will  jail  under  the  consid^ation  of 
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2^^  ^  which  apjiearecl  to' carry  with  it  any  thing  like 
C^thoitc  conMssioQ..    TbosQ  1.11G11  'wem  now  in 
iruie,  whd/had  been  the  loudast  io  repro'batmg  the 
:ooiiduct  of'Mi*%  Pittas  iasincei^  and'  insMliouB  to 
the  Irish  Catholics,  because  when  ii^  olHce  he  had 
the  power  of  carrying  tlieir  question,  and  did  not: 
l^oaiise  he  declared  it  essential  tjo  the  security  of 
ihe  £mf>tYe,  and  thai  no  minister  could  hoki  his 
situation  with  honor  or  ^onesty,  without  efftcting 
It :  and  he  retut ned  to  office  on  a  {fledge  to  resist 
it.    Tlie  Cathdlics  werentJ^t  aware  <>¥  any  abbre- 
viatmn  of  the  arm  ^(  government ;  ihey  were  sen- 
sible ofna  accession  of  offensive  or  defensive  force 
to  the  Empire ;  they  lamentckl  to  see:.the  enemy 
:  dxify  aggrandized ;  t^ey  kneM^  the  sincerity  and 
^  ardor  of  their  own  wishes  to  procure  a  couBtitaiioa 
to^ht  fo«,  and  on  every  appli^atibn  for  relief;  on 
•vi^ry  e^pnession  of  expeotaney  or  even  bopCj  tfliey 
aniformly  found  minister^}  wrapping  lhei|i«etves  op 
in  the  thi*eadbare  eover  of  i^espediency^    They 
trere  tiot  ev^n  soothed  by  any  fi^sb  assurance  of 
gntod  will  to  tUeir  eause ;  they  had  received  no  in- 
t€iMli>ediate  subordinate    relfef  or   encouragismeDt 
lii'^m  the  executive,,  nor  was  a  prospective  profrikse 
or  cheering  ray  even  of  pemote  liope^'  hokten  out  by 
tlmse;  who  communicated  wkh  thert^^    They  na- 
turally bore  in  mind  the  advice>  tliey  had^i^eceiveA 
from  the  present  serv^uts^  of  the  crown,  tdi  perse- 

Ihe  rearfer  in  its  order.  As  will  also  the  encrease  of  tb6  allows- 
appe  to  th«  C^aholiQ  CiuUe^  ^  Mayaoot,h<»  w)iicl\  ceriaiflly  wm  a 
bfnefidai  mc(u^ti,  w.hich  Catholic  Ireland  ou^  ru  the  Bedford* 
a^uaistratio4i«  ^ 
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iT«  in  pctiDiouIng  session  4fber  seesioil,  t^  bt  <i^  vw*!* 
terrerf  by  co  circumstafice,  tK)  '^^son^  no  p^et^t, 
tintfl  ^ir  i%htgahoiilcl  have  )>een  ^ofic<Ek]ed,  as 
tliey  iiitiinatefy  » wl  be.  Tliey  felt  tli€  fo«je  0/  t%at 
advice  anorfc  pos^ttMly  under  tiie  tteii  e«l«titig 
circuraatauces,  than  \fhen  it  wa«  first  given.;  What 
waodertheit,  t*>at  the  Lbul  Lietitewant  -Aoald 
liave  writceu  to  miiwiiters,  that  a  dispositien  had 
aiisen  amongst  tl»e  Gatholjos  td  f^rosecute  tiieir 
daiinsj  as  Lord  Hoyiek  arowed  in  his  Etposi. 
llYf^  not  agahm  the  indWWuai  ministcfs  ef^the 
day  they  had  heen  eaoouraged  and  goaded  tq  per* 
severe  ki  HrgiDg  4heir  claims;  but  against  their 
postponement  and  raf«ieaV  afnd.the  lioHoi^v  f)tea  of 
inexpediency!  In  liieir  judgment^  these  iAd  ce- 
cttrred. 

Od  the  13|ii  of  PecefBtier  1«06,  the  «ew  Pjir-  ^^etin^  ^ 
lisfD^t  mtft,  and  was  opened  by  ^KHRixiissio^.  The  Parti^meht, 
CfeanceBor  read  the  King's^  speech,  ^lich  <Jid  aot^^hT'* 
contpm  aeyltadble,  that  ,cou!d  he  tortuced^  into  any 
aj)(i]icatioii  to  b^eland.     The  ot>ening  and  failiir^ 
^  the  negoGiatioii  with  Fraiaoe,  and  the  ^^en«ral 
state  of  tlie  Contjfient  constituteii  t?he  g«»catest 
part  of  it     As  ««ual,  U  lame;! ted  the  weight  of 
taxes  necessary  to  meet  the  difficulties  of  the  times, 
^d  i^com mended  economy  tn  iheir -application. 
If  ffefetnd  e.()ul(l  conceive  laerself  speciaflly  allnrded   ' 
toia  tlie  genefal  pei'oration,  it  will  as  for  as  it  cin  • 

f^itly  apply  t^  the  riien  ex^sting^tateof  thatcoiintTy, 
^^  fomcl  in  pai^  of  it  to  contain  tlijedrrect  Vevetso 
<^  trvrth  and  fairness.  ^*  The  lofng  series  <rf  mis- 
'^^Etunea,  wljieh  has  afflicted -the  Cant'raeof  ©f 
2  E  fi 
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)^^  **  £urt>pe,  could  not  fiiil  to  aflfect,  in  some  d^ 
'*  gree,  many  important  interests  of  this  country. 
*^  But  under  e\*ery  successive -difficultj,  his  Ma- 
^'  jiesty  has  liad  the  satisfaction  of  witnessing  an 
^  encreastng  energy  and  firmness  on  tbe  part  of 
^^  his  people^  whose  uniform  and  dietermhied  re- 
^  sistance  has  been  no  less  advantageous  tlian  bo- 
^  norable  to  themselves^  and  has  exhibited  the 
*'  most  striking  example  to  tlie  surrounding  na- 
*^  tions.  The  unconquerable, valour  9lid'  discipline 
^V  of  his  Majesty's  fleets  and  armies  continue  to  be 
.^'  displayed  with  undiminished  lustre ;  tiie  great 
^'  sources  of  our  |)rosperity  and  strength  are  unim- 
^'  paired;  nor  has  the  British  natioqibeen  atany 
"time  more  united  in  sentimei)t' and  actr^n,  or 
'^  more  determined  to  maintain  inviolate  the  iode^ 
**  pcndence  of  the  empire,  and  the  dignity  of  tin. 
*'  national  character.  With  these  advantages^ 
^'  and  with  an  humble  reliance  on  the  protection 
"  of  tb6  divine^ Providence,  his  Majesty  is  prepar- 
**  ed  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  this  great  crisis, 
^  assured  of  receiving  the  fullest  support  from  tbe 
*'  wisdom  of  yolir  deliberations,  and  from  tiic 
'^  tried  afiectioDj  loyalty  and  public  "spirit  of  Im 
**  brave  people/* 
Every  measure  of  state}  which  lelated  to  the  con- 
tiM^with  ^^^"^  ^^  affected  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  as 
um  CMho.  fbrmally  excluded  Ireland  from  being  committed 
or  interested  in  it,  as  if  no  part  of  the  siuews  or 
supplies  of  warfare  were  furnished  from  that  coun- 
try. The  death  of  Mr.  Fox,  and  the  consequent 
decay  of  public  confidence  in  the  miuistry^  tbr 
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total  failure  of  the  tiegociation  for  peace^  andtbc  ^^m^ 
?Qcr6L3efl  urgency  for  recruiting  the  army  and  the 
aavy,  incalpulaUy  enhanced  the  consequence  of 
Ireland  in  the  eyes  of  the  government,'  who  Hmw 
more  of  tlut  lae^Khaustible  hive  of  war  than  they  , 
M^ere  wiUing  to  prod^iim^ .  It  would  be  puerile  t9 
affect  to  negative  the  simple  averment,  that  the 
Irish  Catholics  are  the  Irish  nation.  Whatevefi 
therefore,  affects  that  body  in  general,  .become^ <» 
national  object.  IVf  r.  Ponsonby  was  indefatigable 
in  his  interviews  with  the  different  Catholics^ 
whom  be  saw  separately,  to  keep  the  grand  ques* 
tionat  rest..  The  various  results  of  these  several 
interviews  will,  probably  never  be  known,  and  it 
is  even,  u important  to  the  public,  that  they 
ever  should  be..  The  open  conduct,  however,  of  the 
Irish  Catholics,  jn  the  intermediate  time;,  affords  <i 
strong  lesson  to  the  Irish  government  (thia 
is  not  a  h'lstory  of  other  governments)  upon 
the  effects  of  the  governors  deceiving  the  go^ 
xcmed.  For  ten  months  had  tliey  been  glutted 
with  cold  official  comments  upon  season  and  expe^ 
diency.  They  had  seen  the  new  ministry,  since 
the  death  of  Mr.  Fox  and  the  unsuccessful  ter* 
mination  of  Lord  Lauderdale's  mission  to, France, 
Q^ake  a  bold  appeal  to  the  public  upon  the  whole 
«f  their  conduct,  by  dissolving  a  parliament,  in 
which  they  had. never  wanted  a  majority;  they 
consequently  considered  them  as  finnly  settled  in 
their  places,  as  that  term  can  import  the  probable 
Juration  of  a  British  ministiy  embodying  the 
^^ eight  of  talent  and  influence  of  the  country. 
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»»  Stln  twis'the  citt  for  qulcAdciit  confid^ncs©  the 
^""^^^toUcfep/  That  iiecftwiirily  created  wspiddn ;  for  it 
l^^lefttdthcfm  t^ctra^  the  ittference^  that  thetnea- 
•  Uttr*,  which  Mh  Pitt  (according  to  thdr^loctrine 
Vhen'4ui  ofpluce)  might  have  earrfed  wlitii  inpmer^ 
ttitsjf  ^tvi  either  tillable  ov  unwitlittg  to  carry  when 
iti  p9mr  chettifeelvci.  The  Catholtcn  l)t<:ati)e  then 
2iu)rc  gietierally  di&|)08ed  tlian  evef^  to  actuip  lo 
tlieJciiul  knit  sincere  advice  they  bad  tVf^^rt;  ^^' 
ttUtA  from.  Wd  G  f etiyillei  to  petitioti  sessiiofi  aftef 
iCA^iot),  tHl  their  fi^rayer  should  be^i^ilted^  As  go- 
verf<fn«M  b&d  frequent  cotnmunic^tiobs  with  de- 
Utciied  per^nl  i^ad  {yartie^  of  Ciitholics,  so  did  those 
Catholics  hold  frtquenc  conferenoes  ivltli  one  m^ 
tbef,  in  which  theycoinparedatid  poolIycon>fnettted 
ttpoa  the  tiatiire  an^l  effbctd  of  th#ir  sepafate  cm^ 
itiunicatlofls.  The  genml  I'esult  wa^  littlfe  9lrt)rto{ 
tma^iniUy  to  bfing  their  claims  before  fhat  Barlid*^ 
mciit,  cf  which  their  fii^qds  fheti  in  power  were 
5ttpp0«!d  to  c()torJiand  the  confiderlce.  The  Mildest 
wttge  of  prosppctlve  politics  offered  not  a  ^l^rc  fa- 
yofrfable  opportunity  of  biitiglog  ^hetrt  uflder  the 
eotthideration  of  the  legislature. 
,  Catholic  At  a  general  hiecting  of  the  Catholics,  oii  the 
iiuietmgs.  7th  of  January,  1«07,  at  thp  COclc  Tavf^i,  Henry- 
Bti^et,  *  Lord  French  having  been  calJed  to  the 
chail-,  it  was  Resolved,  That  the  qndei-signed  be 
siimmoned  by  the  Secretary  to  attend  a  meethigof 
Roman  Catholic  gentle^nen,  to  b?  holdeu  at  thcStar 
and  Garter,  on  Monday  tl^e  l2th  itist.  Tlie  in- 
,  ttnded  \x%v  alluded  to  in  the  resolurton  cb.uld  not 
be  produced  at  that  meeting,  from  ibfe  irregularity 
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of    individuals  not   ahswei^itig  tlife    liotic^s   seht^^so^ 
to   tbetn.      Nor  certiM  the   H^t  t)f  persons  cho-i 
sen  l>y  bj^llot  to  tesist  tlie  gentlemen  elected  by 
the    householders  of  their  respietivfe  parishes,  in 
1 806»   be  obtained  by  the  secrfeter^y  in  time.    Thyi 
the  secretary  was  unable  to  fulfil  the  intentions  of 
the  meeting.     Other  gfeotlemen,  who  hadbe^li 
present  at  former  meetings  issued  summonses,  and 
the  secretary  was  directed  to  write  to  the  Catholic 
peers,  to  request  their  attemlahce,  and  to  make  it 
known  as  much  ^s  possible,  that  the  attendance  of 
as  many  country  gelatlemen  as  possible  was  de-   , 
§ired^  in  order  that  evei-y  means  should  be  exertecr 
to  reconcHe  all  parties,  and  prevent  further  divi- 
sions  of  the  body.    The  gentletnen,   who  were 
chosen  by  the  different  parishes  On  this  occasion, 
waived  the  idea  of  delegation,  which  evinced  on^ 
their  paits  a  wish  to  meet  tlieir  fellow-suhgects  in 
the  nianher  best  calculated  to  insure  utilori  aiid 
harifvony  ;   and  to  embody  on  this  occasion  the 
rank,  talent,  respedtabillty  and  popularity  of  the 
Catholic  body.     These  were  the  -sentiments  ejt- 
pressed  at  the  ipdeting,  ^rtd  which  regulated  the* 
contents  of  the  letter  addressed  by  the  Secretary- 
to  the  Eail  of  Fingall,  Viscounts  Gormanstpwri 
and  Southwell,    and    Sir  Edward    Bellew,    Bart.' 
which  Were  di^patclied  to  them  on  Saturday/  tlie    ."     " 
loth  irist.      On  Monday,  the   12th,   answers  to 
those  letter^  were  received,  lamenting,  that  pre- 
vidus  pre-engagements  prevented  their  attendance 
oh  that  day.     *l'hese  letters  contained  a  full  return* 
of  the  complhnent,  and*  the  strongest  impressions. 
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yj^^  pf  hopci  for  the  unioa  and  haraiony  tlicy  felt  in 
cpimnon  with  all  their  feUow  Catholics.     On  that 
da/ (1 8ih  January,  1807)  a  numerous  Catholic 
meeting  at  the  Star  and  Garter^  £s$ex-street,  took 
j)iace,  when  John  Keogh,  Esq,  having  been  called 
.tq  tli^  chair,  it  was  resolved,  •*  That  this  appears 
to  us  a  proper  period  to  pi^sen^.  a  petition   to 
Parliament,  on  th^  part  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
inhabitants  of  this  qiiy,  and  that  five  persons  be 
iiO\\r  chosen  by  ballot  by  this  present  meeting,  to 
wait  upon  the  secretary  of  the  Irisli  governmrnt, 
to  knovY,  whether  it  be  the  intention  of  Ivis  Ma- 
jesty's ministers  to  support  a  bill  ^his  prestent  ses- 
sion of  Parliament,  for  the  relief  of  the  Catholic 
'        body.*'    Upon  a  ballot  the  following  gentlemen 
were  chosen :  XjOtc]  French,  John   Keogh,  Wil- 
liam Murphy,    Matthew   O'Connor,    aiid    John 
Lube,  Esqrs,     They   then   resolved,  **  That  the 
five  persons  appointed  by  l>allot  should  wait  up- 
on the  Secretary,  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  that 
this  meeting  do  adjourn  to  Saturday  the  l7th  inst. 
to  receive  tlie  leport.     Several  gentlemen  having 
c^ipressed  their  wishes,  that  the  Peers  and  Sir  £. 
Bcllew  should  attend  at  the  next  meeting,  letters 
were  addressed  to  them  by  tlie  Secretary  accord- 

ingly.f  .  .  ' 

MbreCa-  .  Ou  Saturday,  the  17th  of  Januarys  .1807,  ano- 
_»wmeet.^j^^^,  CatlioHc  mectiog  was  holden  at  the  Star  and 
Garter,  Essexistrpet,  when  John  Ignatius  Burke 
Esq.  was  called  to  the  chaiK  John  Keogh  and 
Matthew  O'Connor,  E?qrs..  having  separately  re- 
ported theii:  intervie\Ys  witli  Mr.  Secretary  Elliott 
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thd  meeting  came  to  the  Ibllowing  resolutibfis :  ,J]^ 
'^  That  we  feel  the  sincerest  satisfaction  in  the 
manner,  which  our  deputation  have  conducted 
themselves  in  their  interviews  with  Mr.  Elliott/* 
At  tliat  meeting,  the  Secretary  was  specially  in- 
structed to  write  to  the  peers,  urging  tlieir  attend- 
ance in  the  most  pressing  manner,  as  well  as  the 
country  gentlemen  at  tlie  next  general  meeting, 
as  nothing  decisive  had  yet  taken  place;  therr  at- 
tendance was  most  (iesireahle  in  the  discussion  of 
a  measure,  that  involved  the  interest  of  all  For, 
although  the  resolutions  of  the  meetings  in  Dub- 
lin were  only  on  the  part  of  the'city,  yet  it  was  *' 
generally  the  case,  that  the  capital  mostly  tnfluen* 
ced  the  co!"duct  of  the  different  parts  of  Ireland, 
letters  were  accordingly  dispatched  to  them  on 
that  day. 

On  Saturday,  the  524th  of  January,  1807,  a  Ca-  K^iatKm 
tholic  meeting  was  convenecl  at  the  Star  and  Gar-^rfflJlJ^ 
tei,  Essex-street,  when  it  was  resolved  :  1.  "  That****^*^""^ 
a  petition  to  Parliament,  on  behalf*  of  tl>e  Catho- 
lics of  Dirbitq,  be  prepared  and  laid  before  our 
next  meeting,  to  be  held  on  Saturday  the  7th  of 
February  next.    2.  That  twenty. one  persons  be    ' 
appointed  as  a  committee  t<vpr^pare  such  petition. 
3.  That  our  Secretary  be  instructed  to  give  imme- 
diate noticff  of  our  next  meeting,  on  the  7  th  of 
F^bruaf^,    to  the  absent  noblemen  and  country 
gentlepien,  ai>d  to  assure  them,  that  their  attend* 
ance  will  give  geperal  satisfaction.    4.  That  Mf. 
DiUoQ,  Mr.  Plunket  »nd  Mr.,  O  Gorman  be  author- 
ized to  wait  on  9uch^  ndblen^eii  and  country  gen- 
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Jf^  tlrmeti  as^re  in  town,  to  rtake  ktiown  to  them 
the  clesife  of  that  meeting  to  prortilse  unanlhiity 
and  then*  desire  to  have  their  assistance  on  the  7th 
of  February,, for  tliat  great  object  to  the  Catholics 
of  Iiieland.  5.  That  the  Committee  appoitited  in 
pursuance  of  the  foregoing  resolution,  be  ilso  em- 
pONVered  to  domnninicate  to  the  ptlncipal  Roman 
'  Catholic  ^fentlemen'  of  the  difftretit  counties  of 
Ireland,  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  on  the 
buhject  of  a  petition.* 

*  It  hai  Iftftefty  be^b  ti  prdraiKng  tv^\At^  tilth  sever*}  ^o- 
lest  ants,  i^s  weU  as  Okitholios  lo  intetgh  •gainst  the  intemfieranfe 
and  rasliK^ss  of  Mr.  KeogVa  speech  at  this  meeting :  evea  to 
consider  ii  calculated  to  agitate,  and  strongly  impregnated  wi»h 
s^diViOn.  An  anonynr^ous  (and  very  able)  wrUer,  announcing 
l)iiDse)f  a  IVotfeitant  barrister,  has  gone  (as  it  appears  to  the  au- 
thor) the  unwarrantable' and  unfounded  lengths  of  spying,  (p. 
61),  '*  tliat  Mr.  Keogh's  s|je«ch  at  the  patholic  meeting  justly 
*'  txcited  the  indtgiiation  of  the  ni^ority  of  the  Irish  Catholics: 
"  and  if  the  Irish  executive  had  soberly  considered  the  circwn-i 
V  stances,  in  which  that  geiureman  stood,  and  the  degree  of  po* 
*'  itticat  re(>etatiotf  he  enjoyed  timbrigst  his  brethren  shice  the 
*'  year  \l^%p  they  surely  would  never  have  regarded  him. «s  the 
"  spokeMiian  of  the  Irish  Catholics  \  yet  Mr.  Ponsonby,  I  un- 
"  der^^tarid,  visited  and  confidentially  ^onsultecl  with  this  gentle- 
"  man  *'  A  Strong  mark  of  Mr.  PonsonBy's  discretion  :  and  a 
po^erfof  ptesurtiptioii,  that  if  he  failed  in  satisfying  the  Catho- 
lie  itilod^  it  vids  riot  f^il^  ignorance  of  Whaft  yroHJd.aris^r their 
itpecfatiDiys.;  I|:^ecomqsjm'bistorifca1  4uty  onceymdre*  tor^* 
peat,  that  the  .<;ouf]deQ4:e  of-  the  great  iledy  4>f  Cat|M>)ies  io  Mr. 
K^ogh^  their  trusty,  powerful  51  n^. successful  irmvA  and  guar- 
dian ivas  not  tht a  abated  ;  that  his  own  zeal  ibr  the  cause  had  not 
been  weakened  Ijjr  age,  cooled  by  pdblid  or  prita^e  solicitation, 
or  pxtingitisbtd  by  fl^K^i*o^  rewstitoee^  That  uhdaumed  man* 
liness,  ^^ie^iiad)!!?  J7e*;fi9*W  fnifci  the  sluttheni  alblili- 
ty  of  the  wily  Pitt  those  valuable  rights,  which  the  addressers 
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On  the  7th  of  Februaty,  accordltig  to  adjourn-  J?J3j 
metit,  the  Cdtholits  met  at  the  Staf  and  Garter,  Fanher  re- 

.   solotions  to 

t  in  »  »      petition,  of 

had  crlngingiy  tnfoWrt  liftder  his  feet,  still  in irfgorated  tnevete-the  Catho. 

TArt,  and  t0u2$d  htih  ^ntb  action  against  official  shifts  and  insin-^*"*^  ^^'S*- 
ceHty.  We  follow  not  the  anonymous  barrister,  in  attributing 
ihe'oppbsitTOd^  (^sh^^do^Sp.  *?()),  \o  the  cotdMooded,  temporiz- 
ing, ibtiid,  itft  handed  policy  (^ Mr,  Ponsonhy,  It  is  an  undoubt- 
ed fact,  that  at  the  meeting  of  the  24th  of  January,  IS07«  the 
real,  genuine  feeling  6f  the  bulk  of,  the  Catholic  body  at  that 
tim^,  WaiS  Strohgly  expvess^,  and  that  it  lasted  tilt  the  meeting  of 
the  7th  of  the  ensuihg  February,  over  which  Lord  Fingalf  pre  • 
sided,  because  that  speech  of  Mr.  Keogh  was  pubjished  by  tlse 
<p«ml  desire  at  that  last  meeting,  k  is  submitted  to  the  reader, 
to  spe^k  for  itself,  ll  cfertainl}  throwd  strong  light  upon  the  fnys- 
C^riotiH  movements  of  the  government  ^t  that  intricate  and  im< 
porlaiit  Cfisis*  and  is  an  illustrative  do9time.nt  of  tiie  times  it  re- 
fers to. 

**  Before  X  enter  into  the  business  of  the  day,  it  may  be  well 
to  satisfy  this  meetiiig  an4  the  public,  that  there  is  no  manner  of 
foundation  f6r  a  repon  so  industriously  circulated,  that  the  De-^ 
puiat^6n  appointed  by  the  Catholics  of  Dublin,  to  wait  upon  the 
Irish  government^  h^it  been  treated  with  insult. 

'  Your  deputies  hacj  thi-ee  interviews  with /the  Secretary,  Mr, 
Elliott :  at  two  of  which  the  Chancellor  was  present.  I  do  not 
kftow  any  man  ift  society,'  Wlid^e  manner^  ai'e  more  remote  from 
insult  or  disrespect  than  those  of  Mr.  Etliott:  that  gentleman  was 
remar kabty  polite  and  attentive  to  your  depotiesl 

Qf  the  Chancellor  it  must  be  linnecessary  to  speak.  Born  and\ 
8t)end'mg  hi§  whole  life  in  tlie  midst  of  us,  he  is  personally 
jrnown  to  many  rf  the  gentlemen  pteseni.     His  character  is. 
known  to  all.    He  is  [ncapable  of  apy  actiop  uiibepoming  his 
high    t>il^h,  pqlil^hed   hianneri^,    arid   his  miperior  and  elevated 
nimil.     Whether  the  Catholics  af«  relieved,  or  their  shackles 
continued,  I  am  per^naded  neither  the  Chancellor  nor  Mr.  Elliott 
will  ever  treat  with  insult  or  disrespect  any  deputation  from  the 
Cathellc^j  of  Dublin. 
h  is  true,  they  held  out  no  comfort  :  ho  assurance,  that  the . 
.  British  minister  ititeaded  to  bvjng  forward  any  bill  for  our  ielief  j 
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'^*>''-    Esse x-street.  When  the  Earl  of  Fiiigall  was  called 
to  the  chair,  they  resolVed,  **  That  this  meetings 

yei  I  am  persuaded,  those  geutlemea  sincerely  wbh  the  repeal  of 
the»e  Iaw8»  which  disqualify  the  Catholics ;  because  they  know 
the  state  of  this  country,  and  that  such  repeal,  beyond  all  other 
measures,  is  essential  to  the  Empire  and  to  the  Throne.  But  the 
Irish  government  most  be,  in  a  certain  degree,  the  organ  of  the 
British  cabinet. 

We  are  itow  to  consider,  whether  the  Catholics  of  Dublin 
ought  to  petition  Parliament  for  relief.  Your  determina- 
tion may  decide  the  fate  of  the  Catholics  of  this  day,  and 
that  of  their  posterity;  bat  whatever  you.  resolve  upon  will 
be  liable  to  censure.  If  you  petition,  you  will  be  arraigned  a&. 
rash ;  .if  you  decline  it,  you  will  be  deemed  posillaaimous. 
Strong  objections,  I  own*  may  be  urged  against  either  decision. 
In  a  choice  of  difficulties,  I  thought  it  unworthy  to  shrink  from 
this  question ;  and  therefore,  ill  as  I  am  in  health,  I  have  come 
among  you  to  take  my  full  share  of  the  responsibility  or  ^ium 
of  it':  if  odium  shall  hereafter  be  attached  to  your  decision. 

Should  I  be  so  unfortunate  this  day,  as  to  profiose  a  resolution^ 
which  may  prove  injurious  to  the  Catholics,  1  trust  1  may  elc« 
pect  some  indulgence  from  my  fc^llow-sufierers,  for  wh'ose  inte- 
rests I  have  taken  an  active  part  for  the  last  twenty  years.  When 
they  reflect,  in  that  period  I  never  sup(MNted  one  measure*  which 
the  Catholics  ha|l  cause  to  regret,  nor  one,  which  had  not  finally 
a  considerable  degree  of  success. 

I  have  given  this  question  all  the  consideration  I  am  capi^le 

of,  and  before  I  sit  doi^n,  I  will  propose  a  resolution,  ''  that  a 

*'  petition  to  the  Imperial  Parliament*  on  behalf  of  the  Catholics 

.  •*  of  Dublin^  be  prepared,  and  submitted  to  oar  next  meeting  on 

•♦^this  day  fortnight/' 

To  enable  us  to  judge  dispassionately  of  this  n^easure,  T 
will  state  fairly  the  strong  objections  urged  against  our  Peti* 
tion :  and  by  those,  who  affect  to  be  friends  to  the  present  govern- 
ment.  ' 

They  assert,  that  the  majority  of  the  cabinet  are  avowed 
friends  to  the  questioi} ;  but  that  it  will  embarrass  them,  iT  now 
brought  before  Parliament.  That  they  expect  our  silence,  and  to  . 
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at  It's  rising,  do  adjourn  to  Monday,  the  9tb  iost*  J^^. 
and  t))en  wilt  join  cli«  aieetiog  of  tlie  Catholics  of 

le^vc  them  to  cboose  the  tfrne,  when  tMy;  ^^  actooplisb  otar  ob- 
ject They  ad(i,  that  if  Ministers  oppose  U3>  they  will  fodeil  ibeir^ 
character;  and  if  they  support  us,  they  may  lose'tMv  places;, 
and  our  late  persecutors  come  into  power. 

Others,  deeper  politicians,  assert,  that  they  will  give  «s  their 
individual  votes,  hut  not  their  influence ;  and  of  course  we  shall 
be  defeated  ;*  and  then,  it  is  naid,  they  will  retain  their  power* 
It  is  insinuated,  that  Ministers  may,  in  re^ntment,  imialge  the 
Opposition  %vith  another  specimen  of  martial  law,  free  quarters 
and  the  torture ;  and  that  the  Catholics  may  avoid  those  evils 
and  keep  the  friendship  of  Ministers,  by  postponing  their  peti- 
tion. 

I  will  now  submit  my  reasons,  why  Ministers  should  not  be 
suspected  to  descend  to  this  line  of  conduct.  They  are  allowed 
to  be  then  of  high  honor,  and  of  great  abilities;  in  1803,  they 
proved  in  Parliament  and  to  the  enfpire  the  .folly  and  wicked- 
ness of  continuing  la*rs,  which  must  dittcontent  or  disafi'ect  four  ' 
or  five  miliums  of  brave  and  faithful  subjects.  They  urged  the  re- 
peal, as  essential  to  the  strength  of  the  Empire,  and  the  security  of 
the  Throne ;  that  all  subjects  shouUi  have  an  equal  interest  to  per- 
petuate both,' or  die  in  their  defence.  They  proved,  that  the 
Empire  was  menaced  by  a  powerful  enemy,  and  therefore,  the 
momeut  of  uniting  all  subjects,  shoold  not  be  delayed.  Theirv 
own  arguments  have  now  ten^fold  strength,  by  the  unprecedent- 
ed suc<^ess  of  the  enemy  from  that  period  to  ^he  present  day. , 

1  can  never  believe,  that  such  men  as  compose  the  present 
Ministry  will  givie  up  all  claim  to  character  and  public  confidence 
by  deserting  their  own  principles,  solemnly  and  publicly  pledged; 
still  leas  can  I  believe,  they  will  descend  to  the  greater  mean- 
ness or  duplicity  pf  defeating  us  by  an  evasive  or  hollow  sup-  ' 
port,  such  as  Mr.  Pitt  gave  the  African  slaves.  An  open  oppo* 
sition  would  be  more  manly,  and  less  disgraceful.  Those  of  the 
oppositkm,  who  are  enemies  to  our  relief,  yet  even  they  woofd 
ever  keep  the  people  of  England  reminded  of  such  a  breach  of 
&ith  and  of  consistency,    The^^  might  charge  them  with  havini^ 
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^J^,  Ireland,  to  be  held  at  D'Arcy's  tatero  in  Eaii^ 
street ;''  u  hich  met  accordingly;  and  zgTLin  uoa- 

agitated  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  1805,  at  the  moment  of  ii 
threatened  invasion,  and  that  only,  for  the  purposes  of  party  ; 
to  harrasA  or  remove  Mr.  Pitt,  or  obtain  power  for  themseUes  ; 
for  if  they  were  sincere  in  what  they  then  asserted,  why  not  $vip- 
port  the  question  now,  whh  all  the  influence  of  govenimejit, 
IV hen  the  power  of  the  enemy  is  much  more  formidable  than  in 
1805  ?  But  the  ministers  themselves,  on  discovering  the  want  of 
truth  and  consistency  in  their  own  colleagues,  mUst  suspect  each 
other  in  every  future  engag^ement,  and  each  most  dread,  that. he 
may  be  deceived  in  turn.  Principles  of  deception^  once  de- 
tected, can  never  have  the  confidence  of  any  party,  or  of  the  na^ 
tion  ;.suph  a  ministry  could  not  standi  Should  ministers  be  dis- 
missed for  consistency,  they  will  retire  with  honor,  ami  will  be 
reinstated;  but  by  tergiversation,  places  and  honor  wiirb«  fi>r- 
feited,  never  to  be  recovered. 

'  These  are  my  reiasons  for  not  believing  those  pre*ended  friends 
^  to  ministers  are  justified,  by  imputing  to  ministers  an  intention 
of  an  open  opposition  to  our  claims,  or  an  insidious  and  disho- 
norable, hollow  support.  Oi}^  the  contrary,  I  rely  upon  tjieijr 
character  and  on  their  good  sense,  for  supporting  us  with  their 
whole  influence;  they  avow  themselves'our  friends.  The  late  ad- 
ministration are  spoken  of  as  our  enemies ;  yet  let  us  not  conceal 
nor  forget,  that  a  long  and  dreadful  list  of  penalties  anddisqua- 
llfications  were  removed  ondel"  the  administration  of  Mr  Pitt  and 
Ijord  Melville;  not  a  single  disqualification  is  as  yet  removed  by 
our  friends  the  present  ministers.  They  Tndeed  volunteer  to  dp- 
'  fcnd' the  liberties  of  Gerrtiahy,  and  tlie  Blaclcs  of  Africa  ;  but  as 
yet,  they  are  sHent  as  to  our  suffijring  millions ! 
'  An  unnatural  system  of  government,  unprecedented  ih  •any 
part  of  Europe,  has  been  persisted  in^  in  this  unhappy  country. 
The  vast  majority  ©four  population  proscribed  or  degraded,  feuds 
and  parties  encouraged,  a  set  of  petty  tyrants  have  b^en^eoe- 
rated,  to  whose  relentless  fury  the  people  were  exppsed.  This 
faction  was  reprobated  by  many  of  those,  wh6  are  now  in  • 
po'»ver.  hi  consequence,  they  dre*id,  l)iat  'the'r  tyranoy  will  bf 
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nimoiw^  called  tl>€"  Eiirt  of  Frqgiii  to  the  ehaii)     ^3^^- 
and'CHme  tQ  tlie  follovvitig  resi(>lMti4ins  :  '^*  1.  That 

pot  down  and  MUppfessed  for  ever,  und  thef  are  eogerto  jftin  any    . 
t'actiiHif  MAcr^t  to  0?«rih#evv  tke  mmtsli^rs.   It  is  ttt^r  buast,  tti^i 
even  the  ministers  are  afrard  to  put  ihem  dowh.     I  hope  ikey 
may  fiiifl  gc^vemment  more  firiB  and  eonfiisteiil,  Ibtn  they -expeict*  s 

Half  measures  are  the  ruin  of  at  1,  who  adopt'them.  .        ' 

Oup  hisliory  for  ttie  la^  forty  years^  exbibit*  a  series  of  crue4ty 
aad  ptiTsecution  oh  ooe  side,  and  of  ilkgat  attempts  tK>  o^mm  re- 
press on  the  other.  Hence,  Whitcboys,  Hearts  of  SleeU  De. 
fenders,  Orangemen.  United  iri^hnieh,  and  lately  the  Thresh- 
ers. Do  not  these  demonstrate,  that  the  pe«>ple  think  themselves  - 
oppressed,  that  they  have  been  in  a  poHtieal  feirer;  %hey  l^el 
their  pain,  and  turn  from  side  to  side  in  iiopeof'  relief,  bnt  in 
vain:  noreiief  has  yet  been  found,  wirilst  the  luws  theni^9eh*es 
prodoce  the  tyi-anny  ;and  if  the  law  be  the  op^^ressor,  there  caa- 
not  be  a  greater.  '  ^  * 

In  every  walk  of  life  we  are  reminded  of  anr  want  of  protection, 
and  of  our  degradation  :  feur  opulent  merchants  shutout  from  tbe 
Bank,  tnjr  trade i-s  from  corporations,  our  persecutors  not  unfre-* 
cjaenfcly  sub  sheritl's,  selecting  juriei  of  their  own  principles  to 
decide  ort  our  properties,  and  even  on  our  lives;  it  is  from  this 
deplor^He  $tatc  we  apply  for  reKcf.  '  Woq^d  any  of  the  great 
rdtgious  sects  in  England  be  co«teftt,were  they  ill  a  similar  state 
ofoppfes«on?'  Would  those  of  the  Established  Church?  or  t!i« 
iVTethodisis?  or  Evangelists?  Wotdd  the^  f'^'esby»eriansf)f  Scot- 
land be  content,  if  a  b^ndftil  i>f  men  seined  "their  lands,  burned 
their  houses,  banished  rauitittiKiea  by  mere  force,  witliout  pre- 
tended crime,  or  trial;  or  form  of  kw,  and  were  told,  that  aM  thij 
^s  ti>yalty.  if  their  ceont?ry  were  attacked,  woold  the  gallant 
wen  of  Scotland  risque  their  Hvife  in  defense  of  such  a  system  of 
petiy  tyranny  ?  We  do  not  complain  of  the  prerogative  or  po»\-er 
of  the  crown.  JVn  absolute  go vernmetit  might  mend  our  condi- 
tion/ Our  grievance  is,  that  many  men,  beneath  as  in  birrh, 
education,  morals  and  fortune,  a!%  »liowed  toi  traaiple  opoa 
Hi.  '  /    ' 
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1807.     \i  i3  a  fi^  anj  proper  time  to  present  a  petition  to 
Parliament  on  behalf  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland. 

Yet  the  Catholics  Kav^  submitted,  do  submit,,  and  will  submit ; 
and  confide  for  relief  on  our  humble  and  coDsiitutional  ptuiion 
to  Parliament. 

It  bas  been  coofidently  asserted  in  England,  that  the  Iri.4i  Ca- 
tholics enjoy  ptolection  equally  with  every  other  class  of  sub- 
jects, in  their  characters,  properties,  and  lives.  Whether  civil 
rights  were  ever  secure  to  the  people  of  any  country,  who  were 
divested  of  political  power,  would,  I  believe,  be  difficult  to 
prove ;  but  our  destructive  parties  have  put  it  beyond  all  ques- 
tion ;  for  so  long  as  we  shall  be  excluded  frora  every  sharv  of 
political  power,  we  cannot  be  secured  in  our  civil  rights. 

Your  deputies  represented  to  the  secretary,  that  men,  such  as 
those,  who  compose  this  meeting,  who  have  their  homes,  fortunes, 
servants,  carriages,  comforts,  and  luxuries  of  life,  were  not  in 
anv  country,  the  promoters  of  disturbance.  The  men  of  pro- 
perty government  may  depend  on ;  but  they  are  the  few ;  their 
physical  strenscth  is  as  nothing,  unless  followed  by  the  popula- 
tion. Our  object  is  to  attach  that  population,  by  interest  and  by 
afiectionl^o  ih«s  throne  and  the  Empire;  and  we  are  bold  to  say, 

THAT  SINGLE  MEASURE  WILL  RENDER  THE  EMPIRB  INVINCIBLE. 

Is  the  throne  benefited^  by  pur  being  oppressed  by  an  Irish 
junto?  Certainly  not  Does  any  one  individual  in  <{reat  Bii- 
lain  derive  a  ()enefit?  No ;  not  one.  Both  the  throne  and  people 
of  England  are  materially  injured. 

What  then  is  our*crime !  Let  the  world  listen  with  astoniish- 
ment  to  British  philosophy  and  liberality.  Our  forefathers  em- 
braced Christianity  in  the  fiflb  century;  the  creeds  which  they 
received,  we  adhere  to  ;  that  is  our  crime  !  Yet  this  is.  the  same 
creed,  which  the  great  4Jfred  held ;  the  best  and  greatest  Prince, 
that  ever  adorned  the  throne  of  Engjamt  It  was  the  creed  of 
thir  Edwards  and  Henrys',  who  humbled  and  conquered  France; 
and  it  is  the  creed  we  profess.  '    « 

Ibe  Catholics  ^eek  no  diminution  of  taxes ;  they  cheerfully 
contribute  their  full  quota  to  the  exigencies  of  the  state ;  they  do^ 
not  solicit  for  any  peculiar  pririlege.    The  extent  pf  our  sappli- 
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S.  That  the  t wen ty*oiv3  gentlemen,  who  have  al-    ^^^* 
ready  met  to  prepare  a  petition,  be.  nov^.appointed 

catkMi  18  to  be  ^verned,  punUhed,  or  protected;  by .  the  same 
laws  with  every  other  class  of  bis  Majesty's  subjects. 

We  entreat,  that  privileges  may  hereafter  be  granted  to  loyally  [ 

and  heroism,  not  to  creeds ;  that  all  may  have  equal  interest  to 
perpetuate  the  constitution,  or  to  die  in  its  dl^fcnce. 

Shameful  falsehoods  to  our  disadvantage  are  pr 6pagated ;  wit- 
ness Sir  .Richard  Musgrave's  Sabricatioas  and  reveries  imposed 
on  England  as  gospel  truths. 

Our  services  are  passed  unnoticed  or  smothered;  no  minister 
or  ministerial  print  proclaims  how  greatly  we  encrease  the 
anoies;  how  our  numbers  crowd  all  his  Majesty's  fleets ;  that 
under  our  gallant  and  beloved  countryman.  Lord  Hutchinson, 
our  brethren  had  a  distinguished  share  in  the  conquest  of  Egypt ; 
that  we  furnished  our  full  proportion  of  the  heroes  of  Trafalgar 
and  Calabria ;  and  we  now  offer  to  shpd  our  last  drop  of  blood 
in  defence  of  the  throne  and  empire.  > 

And 'do  these  services  merit  degradation?  Are  the  heroes  of 
Egypt,  Calabria,  Trafalgar,  and  their  posterity  yet  unborn  to 
be  proscribed  ?  It  cannot  be. 

]f  Mr.  Pitt  were  now  in  power,  how  justly  would  the  present 
ministers  reprobate  this  dangerous  infatuation,  as  hazarding  the  ^ 
ruin  of  the  empire'  entrusted  to  hts  care.  They  might  call  on 
Parliament  to  turn  their  thoughts  to  the  Continent,  and  to  reflect, 
that  when  fionaparte  returned  from  Egypt,  he  found  France  torn 
piecemeal  by  factions.  La  Vendee  was  tben^xposed  to  martiad 
law,  free  quarters,  and  the  torture;* ready  to  join  the  invader, 
and  shake  off  their  tyrants.  He  suppressed  the  factions,  pro- 
tected the  rights  of  conscience  to  all  sects,  put  an  end  to  persecu- . 
tion  ;  and  th^ insurgents  of  Ls^  Vendee  are  become  attached  to 
the  govfrnment,  that  protects  Ibem.  Froni  thence  to  Geneva, 
from  Holland  to'  Saxony,  through  all  the  confederated  kiogdoma  ' 
and  states  of  Germany,  persecution  andksdisqualification  oh  ac* 
count  of  creeds,  are  abolished.  The  sect,  which  was  oppressed 
under  the  old  system,  whether  Lutheran,  Catholic,  or  C||viftisi, 
is  now  every  where  raiii^  to  ^uai  priwlegea  with  their  fellow* 

VOL.  II.         ,.  S  F 
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J^^f^  of  the  Committee  to.  prqnre  a.  pctitkiu  for  the 
Catholics  of  Ireltnd  3.  Thsktt\vi^thoiic  peers 
be  of  the  Committee,  and  that  the  ipeetmg  do 
nominate  twenty^one  gentlemen'  to  astiisfe)  m  «pre* 
paring  the  petitioB,,  and  that  a  list  of  their  names 
be  returned  to  the  Sjecretfiry,  tha,t;  they  may  be 
summoned  a9  ^peed^ly  a9  pps^iiibl^.  4*  That,  tl^e 
Baronets  do  also  form  a  part  o6  the  Committee. 
5.  That  this  meeting  do  at  iffe  ^ffeftig  adjouiH  to 

^  subjecU  s  no  sect  is  proscril^d,,  qr,  shut  out  Gfxn^^^  c^^Dci^  se^ 

nates,  or  armies.  Thus  tl^is  v^^eijeor  fl^es  Pffer  ^ai;9|>e^  aifd>;sr  res- 
cuing men  ^*om  i^e.eSe.qU  o|^9jt9i^(b.ig9tiry  '^||^f  iqtpbr{jii|^  as 
much  as  by  bis  ari^,  b/e  promotes  or^f^cuf;^&  Us  as^onis^jpig.  and 
alarming  con quc^.  .  * »  '    t    t-    »;» '    .     'i   • 

If  ther^  were  no  law  now  in  focqe,^>,,d^;)us^ify.  C^^boli^  on 
.  account  of  their  religions  creeidi  ii^^l^  9ec\^^^(j[^Vj^^.  e^i^ally  eli- 
gible to  the  privileges  of  the  copsutuijiop^.,a^^jih^^,|oyal\y>  nob 
modjes  of  faitj^  were  the  9^f.enon  of  gf.efit^^.^pd Jj^^Jj^iyere  n^ 
proposed  in  Parliament  to  enact  Uw!^ .^  d^sg^^lifytfour  milliojis 
of  Catholics,  and  their  posterity  for  .^ver ;  I^qw  would  sbch  a 
proposal  be  reprobated  ii|  P^rlianiefit,t  :Vf^Q.u,ld  it  not  be  said, 
that  a  Uw  to  disquafifyi  wa^  \}^^  :^4^%PF^^  %  to  di^Sect 
the  party  disgri^cwl,?  7h^^\i^  jj^t^^jj^e/fij^ifd  vajp^r  of  eyety 
subject,  ^Qulfi  be  '*ficessary-t9.j;ppqJj^^B^gJ^y  force  9JCqar  for- 
midable eniemy  ;  b,^.>o  give  ^Qb4ainti^l  c^\)S|s  fgf  discontent  to 
fQuj;  millions  of  bf  s^ve  ^d  hardy  subjects,  was  worse  than  ^enzy ; ' 
ths^tit  b.e8[potce  venality ,  and  if  any  wretch. was  bi|ae  enough  to 
wish  to  s^  tLe^  u^itedcQuntri/es  become  proy.inces  to  Fraace, 
l^^(;h.  mu|t^be,)|j^.p^q  to  ^pop?pH^  ^^  si^ch^a/jaeasure  miistbe 
tjie^  utnK>st  wjsh  of  Talleyrand  and  of  Bonaparjte^  whf  dfead^ 
t)i^  Catholic  EroaBcip.ation  ahould  unite  the  empire,  and  render 
it  invincible ;  but,tomaJ(e^  or  to  coptipue  a  law,^  tq  e^pel  iour 
mMlions  and  tl\9ir  posterity  .from  ;jbg  constitution^,  will  |ratify^ 
every  tijaitpr  to  hi^  .Kiffgi.  to  hi^  illustrious,  hpjr,  and  to.  tjie 
cjj\pire.  ^  ...  - 


Tuesday,,  j^jjdiinst.  AetttoffeceiivetMpetitiBh  ./^*^ 
from  tbe  CIpiiiaiikfee.  Soaie:othet=te^ludQi»>'i.'eit 
passed  coticecokig.  the  iAtccnal  toaaxagtmeat  aS  the 
Comtnt^  •  aad.  of '  thataka  to  theircofaairaf ai). 
Th&fottowingiisia  Tut  of  ths  .ComiBitfeee,  whi^h 
veeant  ethn^  haveteaderad  tiie;kii9\tf ledge  of  4>ar- 
.^ularlyiialerafSiiingtotbBiaatibQ.  ,  : 
;■..■  .■■     .' ,;:  ,•:  ;:■•■.;.  ,.-...    ,  :  ■  ■  .  •, 

%W,:-Cf9ftrgft:.n   ; !    .,.ltf.urpl?y,.;Wil!iaip  .     . 
Ba8««*..Q?rwdoWna.' ;    Nangle,  Ja«w».  >  /  ;     > 
%Ti»fe},|War4f/     .         .    P'<?pn.n?ll,.Dani<fl.       . 

C(wMJy»-  i^i*s ,  ,     .    O'ds^of,  (Q«re^ ,, ..  ...... 

Cruise^  Frpo);}is;  v  ;  .0'Q9rfpan„Pi^r?^ll,  .,  ,. 

Dillpa^  TfhpmaK  .       ;/  O'Slica^  Joha.    .     .  •   .  . 
DonnJellWa,  MaUcby  • . . ,  0'RciUy».  jQoflaioick     , .  ^ 
Dron^pol^Tho$.M.D.Plwkef:li,  JJ^ujcp.     ,       , 
Falloo,  John.        \     -  JUcc;, Domioick    ..  t   : 
Farrc^  Jaif}^    ...         JUidvej.  I^ilig  ,. 
Hapiill,  Hjijgfe'  :   .  •      .  p,yaini  .Charles,    . 
Hufi^,  Pet#?*B4v4lya'riIVjiani.Thomw  ,    ,  . 

Keog^j-jJfofen:    .U-:     .    t^bjeil,  Edpiiji}4   j ,. .    - 
KcQgh,  Michael  ;. ..;  -,  Sljexidan  ^.d,v«gr^,.J}i(l.D, 
Lube,  Jolwi  • . . ,  >    ,...'!  Sl^cai^,' Billed :'...," 
Lyttcifi  Mar,^j\i.Frenc^,.|rja^fc,  Hepry    ., ;  /,  » 
Mag»n,  ^Rjnc^s,.       .  ^ .;.  )Vj^,  Thomas  . 
Malion,  Nicholas  Hay,  £dward,  Secretary, 

*   At  an  adjoiimed"  jneetitf^'  of •'th^''Cathd&s  ofctwiei.- 
Ireland,  Iwlde'q  '^t:.tWjlp.(;u»da;;<?R\tMesday,,  ^^S 
l7th  of  February,  1807,  the  EafJ  afJFjpgdl  bwii»^ '"**"'• 
2  F  2 
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^J^  "been  called  to  the  chair,  it  was  resolved,^    **  I. 
"  That  the  petition  now  read  be  adopfedi  subject 
*'  to  the  sei^on  of  ourXommittee.    8*  Tliat  the 
r^  petition  in  it's  revised  state  be  laid  befiire  us  at 
' '  our  next  adjourned  nieetiug  this  day  week.     3. 
'**  That  said  petitidi  he:  presented  to  P^liament 
'^  this  session.  4:  That  tbia  «mtiag,  at  it^  rating, 
'^  do  adjourn  to  Tuesda^r,  the  a4th  inst.     5.  That 
•  •*  the  cordial  thanks  of  the  Catholics  of  Irefend 
"  are  due  to  Lord  Fmgall  for  bis  conduct  this 
"  day  in  the  chair,  and  for  his  constant  services  in 
*'  the  Catholic  cause."    The  Committee  met  on 
the  18th,  when  a  sub-Committee  was  appointed, 
which  reported '|)r6gfesS  to  the  Committee,  that 
met  on  the  21  st,  2Sd  arid  24th,  when  the  petition 
was  finally  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  reported 
to  the  general  meeting.  '  At  an  adjourned  meeting 
of  the  Catholics. of  Irdand,  at  the  Rotunda,  on 
the  24th  of  February,  1807,  the  Earlof  Fragall 
in  the  chair,  they  came  to  the  following  resolu- 
tions.    **  1.  That  the  petition  adopted  by  our  last 
''  meeting,  and  refefrra  to  the  Corinmittee  for  re- 
*^  vision,  do  Stand,  a:s  amended;^' f lie  petition  of 
"  the  Cathblics  of  Irfeland.     2d.  That  this  meet- 
-^  hg  do  tiD\v  appoint  the  Earl  of  Fingall  to  re- 
*'  quest  the  Ri^ht  Hon.  Henry  Grattan  to  present 
^  this  our  ^  petition  to  Parliameiitvduring  the  pre*' 
.  **  sent  session.    S.  That  this  meeting  do  authorize 

.  ^  *  for  the  talisfactioQ  of,  the.  reader,  the  form  of  that  petition 
h  subjoined,  '^i  will  be  remembered,  tbal  it  was  framed  ander 
\    '  ^  tHe  c6nvie(i6ii  bf  th<fe  friends  to  the  CathoHc  caute  being  ia  poir- 
V#  w4^n  il  i'^M  W  pt^sei)ted«  . '     .  ' 
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'*  tte  fireairfit  Gomroittec  :to.<aantiin^  TOtil  Ahfe  J^ 
'^  event  ofl  our  petitbitibe  aaportefingd^.  and  theft  to 

•  ;       '*  PETITION. 

'^To  the  Right  Hon.  and  Hpn.t^e  CommoniB  of  the  tJnIted  King- 
dom ojf  Great  Briiaito  aiid  Ireland,  i^^ParliatAeht  assembled.  • 

'^  The  humble  petition  of  the  Rpiuau  Catholics  of  Ireland,  whose 
names  are  bereuBto  s^bscribfsd,  on  behalf  of  themselye^,  and 
of  others^  bis  J^jesty's  subjects . professing  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic religioja.  ,    ■   . 

^.   SllJiWiETH.     ^  •.....!.• 

'<  That,  your  Bets4ioner»>  aa  i^  set  forth  m  their  .humble  peti^ 
tioQ  presented  to  thi^  honorable  Houses  on  the  25th  of  March; 
1805,  are  by  divers  Statutes,  still  of  focce  within  this- realm,  ren* 
<iered  UiUe^to  mmy  iilcap«citiea.ai|d  re^rictions,  not  imposed 
vpoaany^tlMrdsflcription  of  hiiMaJe4ltyssul^fi;^»   ... 

"T^  yc«ir  petiCiDners  wijth  coQfi4ence  ji^serk^  and  tbe;^.  are 
Mpported  by  the  testimony  of  .many  of  the*  ablest  senators  and 
wisest  statesmen,  which  the  enipireiCDuldicverbbast,  that  therein 
Botbing  in  their  conduct  as  sutijects,  or  tenets  as  Christians,  whick 
ought  tb  disqualify,  tfaem  from  ei^iiying  equal  pnrlleges  with  liis 
Msyesly'siOlbef  subjects ;  and^they  b^,l^aveit0vi8tatei  that  they 
do  not  yield  to  any  class  of  ^persons,  in  aiTeictionate  attachment  to 
Us  sacred  person  and  family,  in  due  obedience  to  the  laws,  and 
•  ii  just  predilection  for  die  British  constitution. 

^  That^at  the  present  period,  which  requines  all  the  euei^ies 
of  the  state^  and  the  e(sertt«is  of  an  united  ^people ;  your  peti* 
tiooers  conceive  that  th^ey  cannot  ofier  a  stronger^  proof  of  ti^iv* 
loyalty^  than  by  humbly  representing  to  this  honourable  House»' 
their  earnest  wish   to  be  altogether  committso  witji-  ruEia^ 
COUNTRY,  and  reinstated  in  a  full  and  complete  efnjoymeat  of  the 
English  government  and  laws. 

"  For  your  petitioners  beg  leare  respectfully  to  subinit  to  this 
bonoarable  House,  that  the  constitution  of  England  is  the  great 
cbarter  of  thii  land,  aad  the  in heritance^f^  the  dutiful  andiatth*- 
ful  sohjeets  of  his  Majesty  ;  the  condition,  which  |he  ancestors  of 
some  of  us  accepted,  when  they  submitted  to  the  Crown,  and  on 
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i^^  ^'ictfaaii    4tfa.  Tfaat>the€kiininittte:ii0iiiitffiiBted 
*f  tottppoini: piiq»r*peraofas*iii  idieseveml  coundties 

Ibe  faith  of  wbich»  the  anftflpw  qffiolfaen  patted  over«  and  ef- 
fects^ thrir  ^Ulement  io  Ireland,  was,  Ibt  they  .should  i^rtici- 
^at(e  io  the  Ifiw^  aad  lih^^^.of  £^|and ;  ipa^y  concefMons  of 
his  Majesty's  Royal  progenitors*,^  repeated  aqts  ot  Parliament 
confirmed  the  ihvafdable  blessifig;  itha^  hadlh^'s^nctioti  of  an 
establishment  6f  si]^  hundred  y^rs;  tvhHst  the  pi^lVfttions,  of 
\thich  ^e  cooipfain,  ^rc  but  the  innovatioA  of  a  c^intai^  ;  from 
that  inoovatioD  we  appeal  in  this  entighUmed  age»  to  the  wisdom 
and  jostice  of  ihos^  augnlt  bodi^«  in  w^iose  bai|l|i  are  the  fate 
aodfortunoa  of  lAe  ampivo*  Wa  app^jf aiiist  acts^  mpugoant 
tpthesEMSE  andnAaiTS  of  EiiGUMnniiiinn^lc^.the  genius  uf  the 
English  coiistiUilton;  against  piptoedeiMSy  qigt  entitled  ^m  th4 
4iretRiistab<%s,  in  wMcb  they  war*  fevttiody  fote  imia^fNal.  We 
were  excluded  from  our  franchiseii,  ^h^  tk|»  tnsMritof  civil 
ims  hsd  scarcely  beo»  appeased ;  wUlri.  thjt  ^tf^Msitiaa.  they 
fteadoced  ware  recent  f  and  at  the  close  ^4  the  ceirraliKcfn  inci. 
dealnl'lo  n  widely  ena^iidcd  re'vqhitioA.ol  pttapsrlyi    We  were 
akelmied  a4  a  aKliae^tr  wi^  the  ^kdeaieiit  w«a  precarious  aod 
se^>  Siponr.whifh:  tine  and  fai)lnt,..tbt  «e9tinot»aBr  ^  idl  eihcr 
cfanmk^  iommon  principlestof  obedience/  and  oonmM!n  ratesfsto 
have  noii  confennsd  n^  Ikesc^dit)^  -qf  aaqiies^onfd  andr.  iinm»4 
table  estahlishuieiil.. 

*'  Your  petitioners  {iifther  beg  leitte  tis  recall  to  Ihe  Attention.  * 
bf  tbis.hoiieiqrablef  Hoinso,  thai- w^  do  not  pay  the^pe&sdtj^y  nei- 
tW  is  tho'blama  imputed  toi  as«  of  awipiiOTaiaag^r  4:apridsuB 
tei^n^  We  hare  not.  rey<Vk6d.<fT«B;i  aiky  idstitntions,  which 
challenged  oar  obedienc^^    We  hat e  ndheM  So  the  iraiiition  of 
oar  fatheni)  the  hnmeniorial  lui^e  of  t^  land.  •  .  We  pntfeas  i^- 
religion  cenpatible  wi^  the.  foriQ  of  ^yernment^  under  wkicli> 
Mre  are  placed  ;  'accomniodated  to  the  spirit;  and*  dear  to  the. 
feeTings  of  the  great  and  growing  ihajo^ityof  oinr  eoriMiIfy ;  are- 
ligion,  which  the  existibg  incapacities  do  nc^  aeem  cailculatf^  9Si\ 
are.prolnubty  not  expected  to  suppi>ess';  lor  ithaj  been  .•deemed, 
in  a  considerable  degree^  lonle'nl  pii(btiaeiieohraginQnt.jand*pro- 
t^c;(ioQi '  *       '     / 


^^  dices  and  tdwmw  Icdan4»  to  obtain  signatures  ^^^^ 
"  to  the  pftitm.  .of  the.  K2athpiiq3  qf  Ireland^  and 

''  Y«rut  ^etttioH^  (}d4llcN!»  inoir taKrtbty  4tate,  ikat  they  ly^  ex;3 
cbded  fl^bm  mfliii^  of  tll«  iriWt  iMflortitiit  offices  of  trust,  pcfwer 
and  eihi^pimt  ib  <  ftldf  eoWC^  f  whdfeiby  ftey  are  deeded 
bel6w  ihS  cofid^^  <^iHeS^  <MC^  ir^jifim,  «^via  df  the  thecm^st 
class,  and  stigmatized  as  alieas  and  strangers  in  their  ilative 
land.  '  .    .,     '  .  .'  /    • 

^'  That  in^eMitMi«ia?ate  eillftcis  ([$f  Ihltl  exdlisidn,  not  lesi 
than  fdtif-fift&6  HmeiiiHttbffktitB^Mla^ddre  involved,  iHrmed 
intb  a  SlSHtitt  t)e<>[$1ei'it>^d^d^ves)$ed  In  all  th^l^  cfosses  and 
^d^fi^  df  ViifiB;  i)f  bp^MilJlfr  AM  rtllifiiitf ;  lA  '^f^  sftAatidtf 
oflift'  (Td^  (his  ^^aflhfg  tttfeHbi-ity  eicilt,  aiA)  itis  fnffaehce 
reachitfg»t^  <§ve^  praXe^&Sni^  to  evefi  thie  p)eadeabl<i  purs^tiits  of 
industry  and  comlft^h*^'.      '•  •'         "  ^     ' 

"  tWt'^  mM%,  blit*hdt!ie«f  iiJifeittidcc^e^iiefWes  extend 
to4(fe  T^aihRI%t^fMl]ktid<i  6f%«t^dlstra6tibg<  hi^ Maji^sty'tf 
pe6p1ii^ieh'ii^^\A6ttid%'ti1^  j^l^iildy  r^  Mfttitdtlbg  ah  iil«i* 
dlousr  system  of  ttib&bpdiy'bh  the  dhe  liktid,  «^d  prii^dttola  dh  the 
olhir,*ibt'tfi[e  fneS^'abd  estabtiJhfe'd  orders  of  sof^ietf;  and  for' 
the  saliRarj;^  ^t-a^ce  and  iotirid  pff^ci[tl^  df  the  Ehglfeh  conati- 

•'  AM  ^o€r  j^feiifteb'ers  ftxMie^  hiim'blj^.  submit,  thif  from  the 
prejudice  gfiAeWrfeti  and  fxJsfter^  by  tWi  dCscfittilhating  system, 
•  the  sj^ftt  bfthe  faWi  oUtith^plrtg  the  kiter/iia  degree  of  tank; 
vittue  df'ffiirilii  catt ieitiibji?  aii  IriVhf  Catholic  frbni  being  consi- 
dered an  object  of  suspicion  5  iand  sfeveraV  of  ifie  most  estimable 
privileges  and  advantages  of  a  fr^e  government,  to  which  they 
ought  to  consider  thenis^lVes  ^nVltled,  are'ferfdefefd,  with  respect ' 
to  them,  inoperative.  '    •       • 

''  In  (ftining  youV  tittehtV6h' to  tKeir  situation,  your  petitioners 
beg  leave  to  assute  this  hohdrable  tioilse;  that  they  are  actuated' 
more  as  Iri^hrinen,  than'  as  Catholics  ;  and  less  influenced  by  a 
partial intie rest,  as  a  religious  description,  than  by  an  interest 
truly  public  and  national,  intimately  connected^  with  the  wd fare  ' 
oftbis  country,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  whol6  enipire';  your  pe-  - 
titioners  being  fulfy  convinced,  both  from  history  ahd  experience 
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1807.     <  t  to  receive  subscriptions  to  deifriiy  the  expences  at* 
^^  tending  the  same.  At  another  meeting  of  the  Ca* 

» 

that  however  religious  distinptlon  may  bave  supplied  i^  pretext,  a 
spirit  of  political  roooopoly  has  been  the  actuating  prnvpiple  of 
ciTil  dissension,  and  of  tha^.uphappy  natioAal  Aisuodonttanding. 
whicfa  has  so  lo«g  iojarfl)  i|ie  cbaract^  eimI  lessened  t|ie  va(aeof 
this  island*  .  .        #  . 

^'  For  your  petitioners  are  strongly  impressed  with  the  con- 
Tiction,  that  the  contiauance  of  tl^  ^sqivdifying  laws  is  not 
only  incoippatible  wilb  thr  ffiefdoin  WfA  b^^pf^esa  of  the  great 
body  of  th^  Irish  p^opl^,  apd  deUiiQei^a\  to  ^r^^os^pces  of  the 
state :  huWas  It  is  caicoiat^d  tp  damp  thff  afd^HT  ^^  dif^  the  at- 
tentioii  of  the  nation  to  partial  in^rests  and  p^y  diW^Pi*'' 
from  mea^r^  of  general  secMrityi.  may  eventually  prp?e  i^i^' 
rious  to  the  strength  and  stability  of  the  ennpir^. 

*'  Your  petitioners,  with  a  drtp ^nsp  pf  gralitfMti^.a^lcaowledge^ 
thai  tbpy  ar^  indebted  |i>  i^  irtsdom  and  Mbam^  of  tb^  P^l^- 
niili^  of  Irel9nd>  Wd  to  the  p4^ri)alioterpP4i^<^  ^  his  ^ajesty, 
for  the  removal  of  many  of  tt^e  disabiyt^es  and  i^i^apities^  under 
ivhich  they  laboured ;  an4  tbey  refer  lyitl)  coil^fKnce,  in  |he  jo^- 
tice  of  their  cf|U9pi  tp  th^  sqlei^n  and  nffsiponibic  declaration  pf 
tbeJplsh  legislature :  **  That  from  the  nuifoim  aiid  peaiceabl^  be- 
^^haftharof  the  Romav  CfmoufEs  pf  {reiaiid  fi>|  ft  Ipifg  series 
"  pf  years^  it  appeared  rfsaspnabl^  and  e^pedif^t,^>  r^lax  (be 
f'  disabilities  and  fnc^acitips.  und^fw^ic)!  they  |^boiifi||i)|id  that 
*i  it  ipust  t^pd  not  oi^ly  to  ^ba  pultitatiQii  ai^d  in^proyeinent  oF 
'?  this  l(ii^gdoqi  but  tp  tl^e  prosperity  and  strepg^  of  al{  bis  Ms|- 
'f  jesty^s  dopainionSf  that  his  Majesty's  subjecU  of  a|l  det^omina- 
*'  tions  should  enjoy  thp  bles^gr  of  a  fre^  coostit\^tipn,  and 
"  should  be  boupd  to  each  oth^r  by  mutual  in^rest  a^nd  ^nptual 
''  aSection."    And~your  J^etiti«lpprs  roost  solemnly  d^clfire,  that 
tjiey  do  not  seek  or  wisb  in  aby  way  to  injure  or  encroach  upoq 
tjie  rights,  privileges,  possessions  or  fevenues.  appertaining  to  the 
bishops  ai|d  clergy  of  the  Prptestan^  religion  as  by  law  establisfa- 
e(i,  or  to  the  churches  committed  to  thejf  charge,  or  to  any  of 
ti^em  ;  tbe  extent  of,  their  humble  supplfcatipn  being,  that  they 
pjay  be  governed  by  thg  sai»e  laws,  and  rc^^dered  capable  pf 
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tholic  Committee,  at  the  Star  and  Garter,  Essex* ,  ^' 
street,,  on  the.  25th  of  February,  1807,  the  Earl 
of  Fingall  being  in  the  chair;  it  was  resolved: 
f  *  That  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  gene* 
'*  ral  meeting  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  bolden, 
**  on  the  24!h  inst  the  secretary  should  transmit 
*'  copies  of  the  petition  to  the  undernamed  per- 
*'  sons  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  signatures 
*'  thereto,  and  receivii^g  subscriptions  to  defray 
''  the  expeaces  of  it,  and  also,  that  it  appeared  to 
*^  the  Committee  highly  desirable  to  have  the  sig^ 
"natures  of  the  Catlidlic  bishops  and  clergy  to 
^^  the   petition,    and    that   the  Secretary  should 
^^  wait  Qo  the  Most  Rev.  Doctor  Troy,  and  ab- 
'^  quaint  htm  with  that  resolution.'*'  <(fhe  Catholic 
Committee  vatt  dgain  oh  the  2©Hi  of  Febroary, 
I8O7,  tlie  Jlarl  of  Fingall  in  the  chair,  and  set- 
tled the.  form  of  a  letter  to  be  written  by  their 
Secretary  to  the  several  gentlemen  concerned,  in 
the  different  counties,  and  on  tlie  next  day,  the 
g7th  of  February,   1807,  that  form  was  adopted.* 

the  same  civil  office,  framcliises,  reiyards  and  honours,  as  their  1 
feUow  sabjecU  of  every  ether  reltgioas  4enomiQation. 

May  it  therefore  pleaie  this  honorable  House  to  take  into  its 
consideration  the  statutes,  penal  and  restrictive*  now  aflTectirig 
the  Catl^olics  of  Ireland*  and,  to  admit  them  to  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  those  privileges,'  which  every  Briton  regards  as  hU  best 
inhentance :  and  which  your  petitioners  most  humbly  presume 
>io  seek»  as  the  brethren  of  Englishmen  and  coheirs  of  the  con- 
atittttion. 

'*  And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

♦  The  following  is  the  form  of  tbs^t  circulj^r  letter  a 
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iser*      .  Xyt^lv^  morrtljs  lia4  ekptfadv  since  the  c»aksccd 
of  midstry  had  .teen  'mfft^Vx  and  atthopgli  Ireknd 

-Silt,      •      •'••'•''    ••  '     ;-•  f 

•'  Under  the  c!irr6<f6k  6r  the  Catbdlifc  ComtniUae;  I  Mfft^itK 
^ii4  yoo  the  te^dftiiiohtf  pMsed  it  the  lafet  'general  mecftifag  m 
Dublin ;  ffom  thode  resft^ima  yod  nviil  p^rcbi?ei  tJ^sftr  it  has 
been,  detcrmioed  to  obtaia  signa»t;urea  Jfor  the  pefci^oa  .in,  ^very 
part  of  Ireland.  This  has  been  done  undfer  the  persupioh,  that 
nothing  can  contribuie  uiore  essensially  to 'the  success 'oftlfc  pre- 
sent application  to  Pirliatrt^Wt,  than  by  shewiiy^,  that  the  coWcur- 
t&hi  and  univeis^l  vlrii^  of  the'Catfadiu!  b<ld[y  goeft  wilh'it;  fttfd 
howey^  self-evident  thM'  my  be,  y.^i thtfreia  ri^way^'l^y  vvfeich 
it  caa  be  demoastrated  so  well,  as  by  the  number  aodl^  regpectsr 
bility  of  the  signatures. 

'*  At  the  desire  of  the  Committee,  to  whorti  il  hasi  bien  given 
in  Miar'gte^to  ndihtnate  genllkmefa  ik  th^  coudtiei,  ft>#  Aii  ()ur- 
ptt.4^ie«epvi^ssed^  t6e.i«l42iilsioiiB;  Millrt  oiABt  eirhastty  tore- 
q«e^> y€^r/4o'<|fveraki^iT •  and' «8si8|^nj(^^  . pf ^ y p«r  ztdi and  actU 
vity  they  can Qot  doubt,  feeling/  as' v<w]  ipust^  iniconupon  with 
thcn\,  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  the  oll^ject .to  be  attain- 
ed. *1^hey  do  w)t  uridertAke  to  sOggekt  ^ny'pfeatd  ybtiyortbe 
^ntlem^nv  whdi  Whdn^  ^ob' nfe^ay  aotJ  j  as,  OrT  this  occ^^iidii  you 
mijsl  b.e  g^oriicyl^  by  y^r  1^1  ki;w»W^ge,  and  tbecfrpum- 
stances,  in-^xhicUyouareplajccfd  ;  butjhey  begleaye  tom^imate, 
that  the  sigaatuires  should  be  obiained  as  speedily  as  possible^ 
(or  they  have  just  learned^  that  the  present  session  of  Parliament 
\fiil  (iome  to  i  close  riiocfr  s6bfier,  than  t'hiy  expected. 

'*  I  have  nothing  to  add/'but  to' assure  you  of  thf^ekteefti  with 
\i4iicK  •        •   •     .  .•    . 

"  lam,  Sly,    '  •  '      ''     ' 

<•  Your  most  (Jbipdlent  Immble  servant, 
'*  EDWARD  HAY." 
'*  'Buhlin,  4i  Cupel  street,  March  6th,  1'807.  ' 

"  V.  S.  Through  the  apprehension,  that  the  petition  might,  by 
some  mischance,  find  its  way  into  the  pubfic  prints^  a  tiling,  that 
would  b^  highly  indecorous  and  embarrasssing,  no  more  than  a 
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were  litdesatirfwd  whb  their  eji^rU^Miiib^^  fa*  Jf^ 
v€»v  sht  waft^hoiirevsei'  ddef^ly  inddl>ted  to  them  for 
the  gpa^alf  rtetcNpiiiticni  to  her  civil  liberty,  by  per-' 
ipittiQgifeetfuspensioq  df  the  habead  oorpM  act  to 
nm .  oui     The  Irish  weise  not  sutficien tly  settsible 
of  the,bike&%  of  beiog  no  longer  at  the  ttiercy  or 
d&pntecxii  fnieisters  and  their  corrupt  underlings, 
a$  they  bad  unfortunateJy  been  for  a  period  of  12 
m^lanaholy  jears.     But  the  incfSeient  or  moek  te-^ 
yjm>t  of  the  Mag^atracy,  and  the  laboured  eftbt'ta 
to  kc^p  thegnsM  ^9$tion  of  ems^ncipation  aiicoti- 
ditiMkaJIy  st^t  test,  left  liiore  ioreoess. and  ^suspicion* 
Uj)|<)alhe  Gathe^Uc  body,  tliari  the  revival  of  the 
kaieat  corpue'^Qt  infused  joy  and  confidenee.  Upon 
the  empire  at  laa*ge  the  ministers  l^d  the  tnerit  of 
having, codfeired'  great  bcoefit,  by  the  reform  of 
officii  abuses  in  the  tnanageipent  of  the  public 
Hjoney,  and  thte  abolition  of  the  unchristian  traffic 
for  enslaving  human  beings.     Each  of  these  agt^ 
t^tided  in  at  certain  degreelio  weaken  the  system. 
It'^^l^ttor^^vvlere  diercfore  proportionably  assidu- 
ous In.  counteract  ing.  them.     The  secret .  passages 
to  the  back  of  the  throne  wer^  daily  thronged  by 
tho$e,  who  haid  the  pass  wordoi  private  key.  They 
vied  with  eaeh  other  in  repneseiiting  the  servants 
of  the  crown,*  as  destroying  the  constitution  and 
U6urpjing  the  roMal  rights,  and  were  therefore  to  be 
sltuuped  and  abhorred  by  a  patriot  King.     They 
pre^setl .»poix  the  royal. mind  the  most  pernicious 

few  copies  have  been  sent  to  the  difJe;rent  comities.  In  youy 
county  ihey  are  in  th^  hands  of  the  follow! nggent\emen,  to  who;n 
I  beg  T^aye  to  refer  yov,**' 
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1807.  jealousy  of  every  independent  adviser  of  the  orown  t 
and  unequivocally  urged,  that  if  his  Majes^  con- 
tinued to  give  ear  to  any  counsellor  of  Whig  prin- 
cipleSy  he  would  soon  want  a  throne  to  sit  upon, 
and  a  Protestant  church  to  head.  The  highest 
disgust  and  diffidence  in  the  Whig  part  of  the  ad* 
ministration  was  niost  industriou%  transliised 
tlirough  eveiy  avenue  of  the  interior  cabinet,  and 
the  ingenuity  of  every  servitor  was  put  on  the 
stretch  to  devise  the  most  plausible  pretext  for 
supplanting  and  expelling  those  obbusive  minis* 
ters.  If  the  King's  friends  could  not  discover, 
they  must  create  the  means  of  debarrassing  his 
Majesty  from  the  degrading  mortification  of  being 
ihiportuned,'  dictated  to,  and  controuled  by  men, 
whom  he  mistrusted,  feared,  and  loathed.  Hence- 
forward activity  and  crkft  in  discrediting  and  dis- 
lodging the  Whig  ministers,  ensured  grac^  &vor, 
anj}  promotion  amongst  the  King's  friends. 
m«  Newrv  Tlic  Spirit  of  a  government  is  generally  read  in 
rnS^-tae*''  ^'^^  ^^  ^^  \\\Q%Q,  who  advise  and  direct  the  exe- 
il)iifor"T- ^"*^*^'^'  ^*'^"^  ^^^  Chancellor's  conduct  to  Mr. 
ixu  Wilson  the  Tyrone  magistrate,  it  appears  to  have 

Ijeen  inferred  by  a  large  body  of  the  northern  ma- 
gistrates, not  only  that  opposition  to  abuses  would 
not  be  encouraged,  but  that  the  censure  of  them 
would  be  actually  punjslied.  In  this  assurance  a 
3  ule  had  been  obtained  in  the  .  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  in  the  cause  of  7he  King;  v.  O'Hanlon^  to 
shew  cause,  why  a  criminal  information  should 
not  be  granted  against  Patrick  0*Hanlon,  Esq.  a 
mugistrate  of  the  county  of  Armagh,  and  Down,  on 
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the  application  of  certain  magistrattes  af  the  town  J^^ 
and  vicinity  of  Ncwry,  viz.  John  Ogle,  Thomas 
Waring,  William  Pollock,  Robert  M*Can,  Trevor 
Coriy,  Robert  Thompson,  George  Atkinson,  Wil- 
liam Beath,  and  Chiarles  Courtnay,  Esqrs.  for  a  li- 
bel, grounded  on  his  having  published  in  the  news*  ' 
papers  an  address  presented  by  him  from  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  of  Newry  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Bedford,  on  the  affidavit  of  William  Pollock,  Ro* 
bertM*Can,  Smithson  Corry,  Esqrs.  and  James 
Bell,  gentleman.  These  affidavits  set  forth  the 
address. 


"  To  his  Grace  John  Duke  of  Bedford,  Lord  cauioiics 
Lieutenant  General  and  General  Governor  of  DakT^ 
Ireland.  ^^'^ 

"  May  it  please  your  Grace, 

"  We  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the  town  and 
parish  of  Newry,  beg  leave  t6  approach  yoUr  Grace> 
with  an  assurance  of  unfeigned  loyalty  and  attach- 
ment to  our  most  gracious  Sovereign,  and  with  sin* 
cere  gratulatipns  on  your  appointment  to  the  vice- 
regal government  of  this  country.  We  contem- 
plate in  this  event,  a* sure  pledge  of  that  equal  ad- 
ministration, which  has  been  the  object  of  our 
wishes,  and  which  has  appeared  to  be  but  the  more 
removed  from  us,  as  the  laws  to  our  disaualification 
have  been  repealed.  To  those  principles  of  con- 
stitutional freedom,  of  which  your  illustrious  fa- 
mily have  ever  proved  themselves  the  advocates, 
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^J^  we  are  devotedly  attaiciie^  Wc  roveve  the  ^itiili 
constiiution/  ancl  we  lk>pe  from  ah  enlightened  le- 
gislature, ah  entire  partieipatt6h  of  its  frattehises. 
We  \vait  tliis  consiimination  of  our  ho{ks*  Meaui* 
-while,  uiy^ef'your  Grace's  admiiiistraticiSy  >  we  do 
not  fear,  but  we  shsii^  experience,  that'the  relaxa- 
tibh  of  the  penal  laws,  uader  vAmh  wd*  and  m 
forefathers  have  so  severe^  suflfered,  $h»U  •ol  haw 
heen  in  vain.  Wliile  the  magistnUry;  tbe^  flinv^^ 
places  of  subordinate  trust  and  ptofit  Ti^bl  ))eeb 
made  accessible  to  petisons  of  our  persuairion,  we 
have  seen  a  jealous  and  exclusive  spirit  rendtfri«g 
these  concessions  nugatoiy.  Our  poor,  our  in- 
dusfrious  labourer  and  mechanic,  have  beeniiad'e 
to  suffer  uttdertlie  pat  ttal  exercise  df  ill  uiidevifood 
and  ill  executed  local  authority ;  and  having  no 
other  medium  of  judging  of  the  spirit  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's government,  they  have  been  at  tiiiKs  Fed  to 
fear  it  was  adverse  to  their  happiness.  We  bless 
the  divine  disposel*  of  even tn,-  that  an'  as^ra  more 
auspicious  opens  to  our  couatry  and  to'tfs;  No 
longer  shall  we  see  potver  abused,  to  the  <^>pfe98ion 
of  those,  for  whose '  protection  It' was  destined; 
nor  shall  the  character  of'  a  loyal  people  be  iiiisre- 
p resented  by  those,  who  sce'k  tlK^rf  fteb^eiherifc 
Under  vour  Graces  welconte-aiid  eqaal'  itrfe,  wi 
shalt  become  a  united  and  liappy' J)ebple;•*euH'^• 
vatln2:  tlie  blessin2:s  of  our  genial  clime 'and  frtji*- 
ful  soil,  ai|.l  ev'er  fostering  as  our  best  liopes;  an^ 
most  valuable  possession,  rfiat-  ^timable  ^Btical 
system,  our  free  constitotion,  for  the  preservation 
of  wliich,   and  for  the  glory  and  imleperidence  of 
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the  EiApirt,   we  shall  consider  no  ex€yti<)n  tod     '^''• 
great,  no  sacrifice  too  dear/' 

When  tfad  dafeDdiantcama  in  to  shew^  cause  .Proi-<»«>f??ne» 
agaittst  ,the  condkional  rule,  .  M4\  Serj^iit*  Bril  Bt^ncV'^' 
stated  the  affidavits  f4^r  tW  prosecutiofly  whlcbset 
forth  «be  pubti^atiou  of- (he  ^ddreas  hy  tbe'de^ti^ 
dactt^  aiid  denied  tlte  appMcatioti' tp   tib  rn^gis-    x 
trates  of  the  town  atid  neighb6iiFh<^  of  Newi^y; 
and  asserted  the  fyitt  aDd  impa^ial  ^dmiuistratiMl 
of  justSci  h^  those  magistrates  b^dvWen  -ev^ry  ^l&si 
of  his  Majesty's  subjects.     It  alsii  set'  ifortfe,  ^  iifisk. 
they  conceived  the  sajd  pubK<^tion  as;  cateulate^  t<> 
deftme  aiid  degrade ; the  admimstration  of  J4i*tU?e| 
and  the  inagFstfates  of  the'  town  and  (iieigklbour^ 
hood  6f  Newry.  :  »'     ^  ^     ^ 

He  then  proceeded  to  state  tlie  affiidavitof  Mr.  Affi;ia-;t  «f 
O^Hanlon,  filed  in  this  cause  last  Michaelmas  [on! 
Term,  which  set  forth,  Tha*  the  town  of  Newry 
is  situated  partly  in  the  county  of  Aniiagh  and 
partly  in  the  coupty  of  Down.  That  the  add  res* 
alladed  toy  had  originated  in  a  general  meeting  of 
the  Roinan  Catholics  of  the  to wft  and  parish- of 
Newry,  'convened  for  the  piit^pose  of  fKMpessing 
his  Grace  the  I>uke  6f  JBedfoi^d  6n  his  appoint- 
ment^ to  the- government  of  this  country ;  and  waS 
prepared  by  a  committee  ofi  eleven  persons  choseii 
at  the  meetitxg.  That-  the  defendan^^  aceenipa-* 
nied  by  two  other  gen flemeri  appomted-  for  tliat 
purpose,  did  present  the  address,  *<>  which' th^ 
Lord  Lieutenant  retnrnetl  a  gracious  answeh  That 
the  address  was  once  published  in  the  TZvening  He- 
rald and  Hibernian  Journal,  and  he  believed  in  no 
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iyff>    otSier  p^>V  except  the  Dublin  Ggtettc,  ia  which 
'  he  believed  it  is  usual,  tp  publish  addresses  to  the 
chief  governor.    That  the  Romao  Catholics  of 
the  town  of  Newry,  from  their  numberS)  Ixting 
three-fourths  of  the  inhabitants,  and  from  their 
respectability  and  property,  are  the  most  important 
body  of  that  persuasion  in  any  to.wn  of  Ulster,  and 
therefore  assumed  to  speak  without'  impropriety, 
in  some  degree  for  that  province.    That  it  was 
from  these  circumstances,   that  the  said  Roman 
Catholics  juffged  it  right  and  becoming  in  tliem  to 
come  forward  among  the  first  to  lay  at  the  foot  of 
the  throne  a  representation  of  grievances^  which 
the  Roman  Catholics  liad  suffered ;  to  r^re^,  that 
owing  ta  a  spirit  of  political  monopoly,  and  the 
improper  exercise  of  subordinate  and  local  autho- 
rity in  different  parts  of  Ireland,  the  relaxation  of 
the  penal  law  had  not  been  attended  with  tliose 
benefits  to  the  Catholics  and  to  tl>e  community, 
which  the  legislature  seems  to  have  intended  ;  and 
further  to  express  an  ardent  hope  and  confident  ex- 
pectation  of  an  equal  and  good  government  under 
the  present  administration.    That  the  construction 
of  tlie  address  made  by  the  prosecutors,  was^  un- 
founded.    That  be  had  no  intention,  nor,  as  he 
believed,  had  others,  parties  in  the  *sa|3ie  addnessj 
but  to  represent  abuses,  which  had  be«n  too  gene- 
ral  not  to  be  a  matter  of  notoriety ;  and  distflaiQi^ 
for  lumself  and  for  otlier^,  parties  to  the  address, 
any  intention  to  libel  or  defame  the  magistrates,  of 
the  town  and  parish  of  Newr}%  or  to  bring  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  into  con  tempt|  and  that  tlie 
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abusei  intended  toihe  paftwmtarly  alhided  to,  were  ^^^ 
those;  WMehhkd  Itfktn*  ph&e  in  *id*<taiit  pan  of  ^  ^ 
the  feMfnty  6f  Armagh  some»*yeam  ditice,  And>he 
affidavit  'set  Ayrth  a^  e^icfcucd  -f^f  tW  ftw^-  tfce 
'Speech  of  •  th^fete  Lortl-  Gosford,  the  gcwm^  df 
that  cdiinfy,  made  ata  Wetftig  »f  ^ibtnagistrates 
jJonVcnedztttlliatpctlcKll^his  liordiW^,  iti  IVliich 
thfe  sufferings  of  the'  Roman  Catliofic^^  the 

suphicnessf  df  the  n^agistrated  ^vtre-  statecK^  The  af- 
firfavft  suWit?tted  further^  that  rh=e  interpretatioli 
sought  for  l>y  the  prosecutors,  b^u Id  ttot^be  sti[>- 
portedcxBitpt  by-  a  iqpcyd  liml-ertbitrary  Construe* 
tion  of  1*^  ^ord5  df '  Ih^ '  6«W^i«a.  The  alliddvit 
xvehfcW  t<i  «ay,  that  lie  bieHfcv«l  i|  to  be  tlie*uii«* 
Aowhm  Wg\it  fA  th*  >sulye«i  of  this  emjMre  «o  re- 
present *tb  the  govemnii'ht,  \i'ith  all  diie  rMpecti 
ftny  li^atter  of  public  amt  general  coneertic6miiecred 
with  theduties  of  tlie  gm'ernnient,  or  tlie  wants 
aftd  grievance^  of  Jhe^^opie*  Thai  it  is  usua^ 
finct,'  liiS'^oriceivedv  a  |^actt<!$  founded  in  expedi^ 
eney,t'l^#>c^tain  elasied  or  denK^niinatiotis  of  sub- 
jecCs  ^tolngitirflied  froiii  the  rfest-of  tiie  codimu- 
^^f*  %  -idrtic*  fleeuliar  eliaracterii»tic,  tQ^pneseiit 
Jtilfjife^s  to  partiaiwetit  ox  to  gov^rnnient^on  mat- 
Tcffs  of  ^hne  trAd^^neraf  eottcern  aftecting  tkent 
The^^(ttVtkM«M>ht4tided  hifialiiiifihr  liy  »tatiikg, 
tfrit*A<iftigli.fiiliieatef^1rt  the  RomaniCjcthoUc  fe^ 
stiasihM^; 'nfiftuf  ($04iB  nMr«)t:Mnnec^dnrjiiMti  most 
valued  IVieiids,'' Were- ^  fhlf  ProtestanT  dommur 
Tiioir';-  ih'at  fie  had*^'id^'8^^eAei't«l  Iwn«^  pi^ 
nibttf- tlie^peat^e  afid  i1|ip)iiiteiliudf  tiiftt  poHof^tbe 


2^  «ouiit^3%  iMfh*tf0:li0  i<»4w^  tiitUv^n^w^Ue  wai 
\t»|)ftUe:Qt;  |iMffW«g  !&.<  pri«ci»!lf  <^*  :^^«M9(i»/  oil  the 

iiberjiHty.of  fi^eH^g,  9n4r^*  f^Siviw:^  l^tvreen  tlu; 

-19M9I  ft»ywar4litp.|>wwq^fi^yf^lty*^fc^  P^W^hUxIc- 
t^eHiKHir  ;.^il  that,  ^  l^r  ftqv^  in^i¥liiig,«|i?  .wisb- 
t^gi  %  tlie.^w«*,..^.cjffiu  ^  ^i|rU:  i>f  se^itjou 

:zit6r  thrafitig  a««lQ<bbvii.  iap  .ful^»,  «9  g14^i%>  ^ 
^io:iittt»ri^fy  MXf^sMmg  th«.fnfJki|?€$  M^pf^H^of 
.^^addrepi'  cuiApMiiw^l  Nofi^  ^.  ^^^98  \9Xky  in- 
.iQQtiim  ^MF; /offeree  bo  Ibe  .mrtkv  tjift  pflpaecHtois 

-taiikj  ^but!if  it^y»^^9mi\  ^pot\  tk^^  tJMsK  ">^^ 

^tm  Cfakt*  Justici;^^  bail  tiei  l^f n  jo^f^  9^;U)fM9rty  ^  | 
j|tea)ipfoatiiJiH:iteiabw#lUwM^  j 

Midi  libQ*rex|^iKi¥«tieu  lOft^4»i^fl^.'?^^.JA1f.^.Q*^^ 

3diJ&iE!  the  |>«*«Mjtw»»^;>^.jjq^  | 

^  frac€8dingtJni^itt<ii|is^«sA;S#.€^^  fV»Ml^^i^3  I 

•liicj«i6tiettte.:imuiii  10«  4Ppl«^ .  iQn  4^j,V^  ^^h 
who  happened  to  be  iittcwD,  and  \va$  cqfjinw^Q' 
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.£ariy.mthe.4e»ioa'Mr.  BiiMi^p)^  ;wjl)^^time /Abolition  of 

of  oimeocssaiy  «>ffioe9  asst  plMe^, .  <w  M(})QC^  li^vi^f         "^ 
Htwy  Petty;  aftcaf  htiuiiig  goivs  lui^f ly  ii^Q  Nfli^f 
l)ad  been«.dMiMie  in;  Sjvg;\^»d^  otMrVed^ :  tb^t  ^  P9 
Irdand^  lie  adinlttrc^  tliat  tqvek  9tiU  f QW;^«d  :to 
l>e  done.     |t Af oiild  le  neco)k»tO{(>  tbl^ ^k(¥^\  tJH^e 
}resri  ago;  ii6  load  <ihoug;jb.  cm  tim  O|)fio$i(fi  fiWle  ^ 
the  iUquie)('ivanttiy.  an;pfMrod.a(niia<Mn;nMif)Q  by 
Mf«  i?€0t9iVvthdn'ChadcaU0r.  o£.lh/s  Xv^)}  £)cobfy 
quey/  fbr  >e]ll}^^ulg  iutii  tiie  oKafo  a€  csi9l]kSQt»ag^ 
the>reiirttki^Hr.Iii8faffid«.  Uhat  comnuMe  i$f»  attill 
aeting.  ip  Ipubiki^  and  its^  repoDla.weifiiiien  \ym^ 
upon  the  table  iuif  itliatUo^ae.  .  They  ye(nU4  ^SiC: 
\Mh  yMt^^hj^iio^  ..tlaat.Sb:  Joiitt  Newport  bM    ; 
bf Qsaglitiii  d  bill  fox  aiboUsbiilg. no  lesa:  tl)ftQ!  Sm*  .oi^^^ 
ikes  j^poptod.  aiekssL    Whoerer^  iio  flaicV  k««W        "    / 
theiUgbt  Ubni.i€baa«fiHar  jaf  thet  B\^h(qrif»»  :9r 
the:  person^ )  tkon  at  .the  head  of  the  fiMW?D^  Qr>  tfa^ 
luiUat-^Duke,  ivuho  ndpresonted   Maj/ssty   m  ,%\)^% 
oQoxjkryl  night  reat  nli^fi^d,  ihatrrall  i>Mf)d  ^ufl^ 
gestkuiS/Vi^Quli)  he  tak£so  up.  by  tbaaoy  and  eflfiRC(U"i: 
^1^ melted.  ufKiti>.<  |ii«;  Loidsbip.  wa^i  ^warrev^  ilu^'        ^ 
thaiaii'WcM.cxMiskbeDaUd  tltfficukies  in  bie^kiog 
tbr^ajgli  tlielpi-actke  oS  grafitijag  rtvcrmnn:in:im^. 
^^mL   M^  reia^tstanar^  graiiit  had  t^ecn  aradi^  $itiae 
his^ coltejkgu^d  bad.b^en  m  «fficeu    cTlijsy  had  ne^ 
imivedtfroiii  tbe.'praocieei  as  titty:  Ijad  h.  ip  omi- 
2  c  2 
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lie  bIcii;gynitNeif$li(iuk)>eediic9ted  at  faotpc^  tliania  . 

sidered^ :  ^ra$  ft^fp^y, , in»ocent  '#fKl .  perftf;U^  re-* 
comtiiabie  to  tlie  <jkitie$  of  urgQo^  ^4y\oy^  sub- 
ject. .  Tlia  Boin»nCatbcd4o  laity ^p  IrcU^cl  a^quaU 
ed  tQ!  three  miiiioQa.  Could  c£8|pOQ :  ^  .  }rear|  .  (for 
such  was  the  sum  proposed  jp(jr^his,.,^igl^t>||ot. 

&fe;)>  fgi:  the  jedutjatioo.  «rf  iwp  ^r  rt^ree  JtuuAwed 
>p4iest9»  4»  ittsti;ijt.Qt  tiijslarg^.lat  .be'thcM^kt  j^o 

tiiiibi,  l^iMO 'ti^itso'lKim  v«*faMP!y«d>?«r)^,as<rt.de- 
siffible  ^0  isttrve  religioo  aiid  ipar^Mf^  vi  Q|  prder  .to 
save  '£$000  a.  year  ?.  Had  *ot,  tiie  (jpunpittep  JMst 
voted  to  tfte  Pi<«rtta^iit  C^a^tec  §c!wok?^2J^Q(io  ? 
To  other  Pr0t0st^t  e^ts^iii^hmq^ii^  ^^lOPP,?  To 
the.mboatf>(w«f  J»i}otefi4H»)ti^o(^^  ? 

1b-Prefi^tk»aii  $cIioq)&  c^^^tpo^  Aojd'^oiildtliey 
hesfl^te  ih  Ml0Wm|[  this  ^orapar^l^jely  small  sum 
to.'  fthe  jCfttltolios.l  WpuJd  rit . ,  ^94- .  ^q)v'  4.  ^narHed 

x/>rd  How.  « rli^Pd' Htmicik  fsupfior^  jt{iQ  £fW  19^  ;t;he  la^e 
t€  the  8ute  pHftfcifie  of  cpnnfiojtipg  ^  Jiysl^  Cutlio^e  wida  tlie 
•rfi^tS.  state.     It  was  then  particularly  necessary  to  prO' 
'titotftiihei  !(tiim#sttG;edj>cat^ofli;^fif  ,^^^^^ 

*    fofriKd  ttPwis?^,  at  >i[ha  ^ead  oi^whigh  was  a  Dr. 

*  It  is 'well  ^DoWnV  that' a  j^nci^s^r  Ikidfiia^iaif^t  t^  id^tatithh 
tine Cathbtl^etbYh^ tit  ^i^t^t^^,  ^ab'fe6  ^i^^i^icjiiisctti^f  of . 
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t  • 

f»r  |ha|  education,  which  the  impolicy  of  the  laws  had  #q^s 
prevented  them  from  receiying  in  Uie^  QWf\  i;oiinUy..1*|«>  com- 
plaint formerly  was,  that  they  brought  back  with  them  the' an* 
con«lilMioa«ii|imti|^lii^'Qf!fi^bM^  monarchy  and  arliitrary  go-» 
venvn^fc'^dtfaoiitite^'^  .bi^iitoeilli  l4at4hty'iMMiiili  cttifrii  to 
Akmtnniirctihni  i»ftolcd:w)kii.the tic«i^Uf  fitisixi  iof  iwUfern 
jdcmacr^cyt^and'ibMtikiiy'ioi  allcbtifbliafiinenli*  ::Th«  iloHqwif  g 
am'tfa9.daaimeMfr.<^lating'10!tl»]ilatter/«inob  m  Miy-  ^8^S 
mvrejpmdimBdiSf4ieam^i  Muftt\mmnA  dUa^Ufonseof  Conitiofis 
inilw  jd«baiM  ttfl^diK  ^9rafitiiiib»4  ilatviiiotb  tiib^.>.  Tbttir  lb- 
«irtiiii,i«  tbw  Bfil«  jibili.teodimoivcUtiiiiy  to  aUwir^te  tba  niMii^ 
•f  tbe. niBcbkf,.  wbidi  ttaeiminaierb  sb,  pi)ud«fa)t4y  **vkiled'(o 

^  (Iiiiih«  Aatltis{Midviif>at]tami^4iO0»  «oitt«  ^iitcMl  vbpiteii^f 
Mi'ivtvif'isridteree,]  ail^MBdhJVi^klttM;  Jtt^]^^  JKfmNtfiCttiM^^ 
aodi  IFia/dk»  iiittwmfrtttaNr  4S^iiiemr,J^dattd  IMaHV '  88Ui'  IFiorMri. 
An.  xiii.ittiiiliRg;  iibe  &ng)jab^  imh, 'ilifi  StfotbW  £ctrt«liaB«ii^l 
£iiBMiabmbnt»  in  <h«i  Frenob  dinrnifomi;  nad^Kthi^  fdHNfrttl'ti- 
mihi^miytioii  cf  tk^  ■divrpiiddteXM' Wal9to/titd9«p«ffof4if  1^^ 
IriBbcCblkgaAtipMMti  wt/^e.mvUihmi^k/tnKskr  9iA»M9Tidmrgh^U> 
fiQI^ttdiaad  Indaitd.  h"Mitib%  neUm  tiiD«  i)o«|»«  Waibb  'imkM 
ihestudpotsiyf  Siyffatvick'a  Irish  CoUafdotiislydii^  toftpairlo 
PatiSf  |]&|M(09eca<te'tbi9ir.studite,  aivd  iancburtiged  «b«m*to  cmder- 
take  tbe  'jaarhey/by'firoiiifSfhf/lkhat'tKe  b)£{9MM6  of  ittno^iU. 
bedafin^.  Tbb.ilomiin'Cttboba'Avcbbiiiiiitis.aiidolhrrfitt 
iateit^  Trasleeaiof  Majeiiaitb  Oalbig^.  himiigf^iiHiitkitlktblin^m 
buti»clB  oocictbniligkin:  Jauuat^r  i$07>r.a?raaed  UMiua^  '4f 
tbt  oeensioft^  lo  axpn^Ma  itMi?  unqu«l4(ifid  ^isapprobaxioii  of  tiKt 
aimtation  fnottn  ^l«S  i«  a  letter  t64ba,R«v^re«)d  IKictw  (Trotty, 
Battor of  tba  irisb^Calteger at lUsboii,  alwpy  ^  Wbi<^  n$fA  s^itt 

'•badiit  jmwtb'bim^^il'iia  fi|>oH«ir.-  '  •     •  '  I^-iJ: -i  »!  ■  -.  *'.;^ 
^  Tha  C^tbolie  PMtfiat^jmlimdi  akh#;  ^ebeh^^'ftidfTU 


U6  ^^   Th  Rfiin0f(h^etim      • 

tim'td ofukd- that  ecliieailion  tN^iiyirtnri ^ t^tro^ 


'  ed  hy  BonnpHht  and  T$Viflyr#ild;  pr  pifhpr  of  th^nf.  escept  ^ 

^  Sbhppa^have  bc^B  \^My  ibad^  aoqaaSoied^Ubftai  pxtraordun^ 
propoval  of  ihe  Rer.Dr.  Wftlsh»  of  ¥aina^%^ih6inf0fvftgmak,  ti 

'  preseni  unidcr  yoiir  care  and  goidanrpf  .in  Ltabon^-  inaritiog'them 
lo  abandon  that  fiitafelishinem;  91H)  ffpiir  tbtlte]€0iiiiiiaiy''«tt- 
Mi»i»ed  bf  Iba  HM  of'dir  Frani:blimDi|»  diidar  bb^lrt^sfiiiiii  iQ 
^atictlir..  ¥o« may  atitliricpnoaito Ibtidrfhw  ^* iadigiMitioii 
.]M'je  fi4t.ai  fucb  ti  f  r>Dp00aJ#  nor  can  wis  boli^e^.lbat  it  praoteded 
Sfotfk  any  but  yjery  |int9ier  ipotiy^^.     Wfe  ibal|  r^fraio;  on  tl|e 

.pratiHilofcmpi^  iO:niakfalb4»i«icamiaebtij'i»)ikttfk;ebrit6is8on 

/iyiMrfmiiriily»9n4iicl!pri^  WaM!>iMba<tl^perji>ilt»fth^i^feiiot| 
:iiavoiiitf^;vb<i^<nii  MiUpl  tai^^Markiii^,  Oba  tb^'gitet  in- 
fl^efiwnif  h^Mfsn  4>%l:to  Ibe  yqang  mifca  of  yofit ^mm  tteni«l 
ral«nil|i^  Ip  iili»ptfU»  t)M»Dl.w^b^y^nemtI<Mi1br,  ^nd-atlaiphiDeo^ 
to  ibe  pnefKeal*  Br<iich;^oi«rnaieb|;  wb9b;*9t  the  ffiM^itime, 
ha  ^^enm  M«tfttd.4>yTii4«iiwr  to  atienata  tiitm'  fHai  tdlaC^^llegU 

'-^wm  vliicbrtbey  ^Ai^attotberiKofc^ai^nt  k^^t^  bwn-couQtrjr. 
It  is  imdles^  to  nin'md  y^r^r',  t^  /bnr itf  tJta  prkioipai  doti€9 
pt  a  Ciergyibau  b  to  Iqctilcale  :^ab6rdknitiim.4)»  fiber  bt^vsuiid  al* 

;Jegmnca  lo  tii9Mt^lt«hiec|aqll)efttie}i«  ni^vr  wbitfhbe:iiv4|.  Wfs 
aoastqtiirnlly  submit  to  y0ar^oiisi4^i»ti«);^baiherbafKiicaiiop 
rf ci^iyed.  midef  an  boatile  p<|i*t!f»r,  f^a«.piM4iblyttefid  10  eofeocc 

:|ho!^  fiu^^o^i''  We  h4V«»  not  cba  m^!Liiulj|nl'^a«f  attKbing 
p\»t^p  IP  jon.  Sip ;  bM  )9^a  ane.  9JUffniJ%  utixiqaai*  >M^  y<>» 
ijHoulc}  bcib0Cougb)y,9Pqufiintfd  )rittiJ)«C8|»iiii^€^p.ptt  a  matter 
c^f  8)ifk  i^ef ipg#  i))oifi«nt>   !SoUf}d;  a9c weiira  bf  eifeay  life  of  grati- 

.;.ad6  co|b«  pri^4l  Gov^maiftnt*  ffiue  il9>v?<^y  Jibacal  rapport  of 
ap  ecclesiastical  establishmeaiv  a^  3fIajraiKNtbK-<lbd  wbichi  under 
thj?  ;FW^^^  ^f  4?  IHfs^nl..  Albl^tlMstHllWli;*  Mabppo  wiU  very 

.$bortly.^,f;p;)SHi^ably  fNl^i^d»)«^  jm4  bB^vfiiel  iliatf  My  1^ 
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dttdng^ audextencRtig  the p6fitrcal  inflaencctrf the ^J^^ 
Frencb •  gOTen^men't  ttt  Itchnd.  'Mr.  May  ap-* 
prov^l  tjf  tlie  eiiducatJon  df  the  Catholic  clergy  at  ^ 
home;  xl«theirtieamofediigbttti{rig  antl  attaching 
that  'body  to  tlie  state.  Mr.  Perce val's  ariieitcf^ 
nient  Mras  liefgafthed,  Atid  the  original  sum  of 
i:i3{«60Voti?d  withVmt  adWra^^^  ' 

Tte  il«*rfis^eT8^u¥rt!  (ai^  fromheingiiiseiisible  of  a«i  <^: 
the>(H'Wkiug:s  of  th^  sefcret  cabinet  a^fnst  their  ex^nittry. 

^l«rei»  ki  ibit  mvitiiiie^tiiVocal  t«rms»  our  reprob^on  oTstkh 

possibility. of  excuse,  pp  t^e. pf*rt  of  any,  pf  fMf  .S(ji(de||^  \ipl9^ 
might  attempt  to  accep/t  of  that  insidious  offer.  We  therefore 
desire  you  will  coiiv^De  kit  those/  who  are  utidef  y6ur  t*lire,  avA 
9.)akevki}owi|  t«  thcriii/tbat^e  hevi^  WiH  giVe^itHjK  Beck»iiftiAic«l 
f»c^kyft9  oqr,iiiQ<m^»  foJb'fWiivtitifinhf  wtn  sbaiiid^Qoep 
pf,  thf^.olf^ ;  ao4  ^^ yvf  autlHU-iseyott i(( jdeclara Ip^l .^HMif  Mt 
holy  orders,  that  by  an  acceptance  of  a  sin»ilar  oiler,  they,,iyil| 
iocur  a  suspensiph,  ipso' facto  ;  ^t  ihe  sanpe  tifpei  however,  that 
we  pronounce  this  sentence,  w^  do  confide,  that  their  oiwn  sen^e 
of  duty  jjs  sulficienl  t<i4>iiev<iii  the  na^e^tfky  »^f«it^  i^  we  <li(  - 
^0Re>  thai;  thfy  wij^  of^.si^er  ^r  |H'i9cipl|A  of  ^ll^giaace.U 
t^eirlaiyji)!  SpvfT^ign  tq^bpi^ia^  bf  tlje  lotrigning  dispoaii)^ 
.of  those  persons,  ,)vbo  are  the,  instrom^lit^  of  biji  avowed  enemji^ 
>n  disijtiliinating  discord  and  4>^<>i^tent. 

i'^^'iped  ^y^tj^c  4fphbislfops^fai4B'"»^«>W»     .     /  .*  '^v  .  ^ 

f  HlGHA»fi  b^SpEtLLY,    FRANCIS  I\i6VLAN. 
TBpMAS  ft»A¥,  •  JOHN  ORtJI^fi, ' 

J.T.;TRPV,  D.  DELANY,  ,.\V 

^WjbtheR^v.  WJb^oVCfottyr     '        -     *         -       -»'; 
iN8c|Rrot^IfhkC0ll«^atL!sboft.»»   ' 
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oJf.tbB  VAst  .pgrwera  of  the  (^aiff^^Ufr^HftVffn^ry^ 
once  brought  inl^  fuU^tip^i  to  Jp^pf  jift^ftf^^M^ 
paljutdguc;.  .^  AUhp^gh  \}fey  \^d|mie^1^\^'^hfiV^ 
that  ()uestio|i<it.ipst; during,, the  present, ^^iop/sf 
Iff  rjia^^e|PJt,.  they  de^afif^l  ot  their  >pq\veF.pf  j<?*^P: 
tiiniing  so  to  clo./..Uufi^riiw^^te|y.  %•*!>«  S$M^^ 
iic^i^r  th^\^fi)S(^;\li)as  oni^^  th«.w(^^         ti  pg- 
grea$iQj3  aod  defeoc^  m  t^f  virul^n^^ti  ;i^W)KHfit 
time,  clandestine  contest  for  place.     The  govern- 
ipe^U  of  Inelatiri  li^yiog,  iui<wPj^<J  wioj^U*^  !^^^  * 
4iiippMiiQB  Jiftd.^isai  4imong»t  ibeuCatbotifii  to 
ptosvcute  tbeir  ckims^  <they  weiis^&tatti^ci;  'itMier 
the  full' conviQtjon,  th'at  sucifi  i)i'os^cut?oiv '^^^^ 
epclarfger  Uicir  situations,'  S4jcl),..;aJ;,.j[l\e-$*^nie.tto^ 
W4^  the  uppepoufi  i)eci^^yibr.i)eQriihkigitii«.jarjiiiy 
«Im1  navyy  aiid  such  the  nataral  apprehensicm/.  flul 
the   teerttiting  sources  wonld '  bd  '  iitlSpetid*d '  oi' 
dlbalked  up  iii  Ireland  more  effectua)|y  than  ever, 
that'  anxiety  foF  place,  ik\  \ypl\  ^.  ;?eal.  for,.tb^.  ^er? 
vic^  fovrnd  tlicm  »mlo^(Soiiie.  AQ)r«  oC  abl*K^ 
tht  subject    Tiwy  cnwid  no  lottgier '  di»p|*ess  tbc 
whble  tnattcr.    Mr.  Pbnsonhy'^  prudent  ittd  dau- 
tioiis  efforts  aVcoricjliation  Jiad  not  irp'  tHeaucs- 
tion  at  rest.     Those,  who  took  any  active  part  ia 
forwarding  theiCatliolic  question, ^«seribcd)iid*me- 
Tit  to;gc^*efnmeat,£(^  haying;.f<|i^^/)i^,^         tur* 
bulcnce  «f  ^hcThre&hers  bjriJaer  armA«rfithe  law. 
That  was  aitl4»g  at  all  times  fea8y[>le^:*Tjiit^overn* 
naent  h^d'herctafo're  found  it?  tx|>etl1en^  itfengraft 
political  mtrigue  upon,  .tjie  .a<?«iipi<^ 
vnavoidahle)  soreness.  .o£  the.p^i*itit*j?|Va|rft>tfiB* 


mut^  pia^Uir  iraitatioo , at  partial,  an^  temporary.    ^^^' 
cal^j^i^^  into  ^neraJdisafi'ectimi  of  tbe  Catholic 
boc^y  fit  uaiv/!rj&aLa(uI  ^pteqf^tiQ  op|v^e$$ion.     The 
EngiisJ)  .ijiiiiis^rs. WW ^trpngly -{though  privately) 
iKged  iQ^^suhstaiftial'&ieuds  to  th,eDi  and  to  Ire* 
lattd,  |iat:^aferriiit6uch  noxious  practices  of  the 
old  sysum  to  lie^  lakjed  out  of  the  embers  of  Mr. 
Pitty  and  Jiglued  tip iotto  ^  4iame  iby  liie  successors* 
Theyf^&e  j-es^ifidedi  .tluut  recent  severities  inflict- 
ed tipybj^*C^thp}ic  spUiers  {and  even,  upon  their. 
w.'UH)s)  A^rattepdiiUg^iie  divbie  serviqe  according^ 
to  difir  <Hva  j^Vigiouj,   at  M^nf  hester .  aiul  clse^ 
vber^i  revived  the  seme .  of  fq^mer  ^persecutipoSj 
aucl  tN'OHghtfiie^h  into  the  inenuu^iea  pf  the  suffer** 
ers  and  their  <G4Hiu^ryfnen^he  ^many  hr^aches  of 
]»adkn)eiitai^%  g(Gj|vetUH>ieut  and  mlitary  faith*  pro- 
miae&{a^.e/^ga9emen^«,  upon<rlie  important  head, 
of  free  exer<ris«  of  fel^gion.     They  were  war^ied,, 
thcut  ti<infet  daat^0)'^ieii^  wasf  per&is^^    In^  an  i»-, 
ilexiUe  j&^nM'<)f  pascal  duty  calied  upon  the  most 
SriKi  a|2d  j;eg4iU»Fpf  the  Irish  clergy  to  d^hort  their 
ilock^  ff QiTf  lenlUti^Kg.     The  ^^rst  weak, .  timid  mea* 
sure  ti^:meet  tine  'difiicultie$,  wliich  in  concurrence 
wkh4)ie  ;getteri9,l'riisappaiaUn)edt  and  fresh  irrka- 
tiop^^jia  irelaf1d^a^  Uaegn^vrth  of  fostered  Oraiige* 
\^  |bi^<:ed  di@  fmior^ter^  rto  view  the  mischief  in 
its  .full  ^te^t  ^|mI  defqriiuty,  was  9  notice  gi\^a 
jn  the  House  of  Commons  of  an  intention  of 
om^fiig^ior  ^U^Tig'  Vk}c  «Uus&  in .  the  HH^tti^y  hill, 
wWdi  tfB!iged<€vpi7  wl<<ter  to>El?te»d  tjie  ctivi^ 
service  fif  Wi*e  estalflMied  cliutch,    !t  was  repve^ 
septec)  to  them,  from  the  sa mp  qiilirtei^,  that  the 
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J^^  proposed  meajjiire" would' Tiot  meet  the  cytf,  as  it 
could   but  affeift  'the  'army*  (ami "tliat  'vcry'fmper- 
Jectly.*)  but  woiild  not  eveh  rcmofelylioiicli  the 
CiUholfc  sailor.     Thkt  ''miscrabfy^%'efficrenr;step 
was  drbpped  as:  stiddenly  as  rt  had  bceti  tsflceh  up 
Ji«;htly.    Ti}e  cal5riict"\ras^  relurebDtiy  "dnven  to 
adopt  son\c  otKer  measure. '  Iii  the  course' 6r&6me 
days  L6 I'd  H'owfA'^vfc  ti6trce  of  ^ii  itatetttmn  to 
MiQve  for  leave  to  brhi^  into  the'Htili^e  of  Com- 
mons a  bUl  to  ofJeAr  the  tiavaf  and  nillitki^  Services 
.  hidiscnhnnaiely  to  all  hh  Majesty'ij  fiiiibji^dks,  vrho 
slibuW  take  an:  oatli  to  be  tWrcfby'  prescritied. 
Tliat  notice  \v^  the  wafi^  ^vord  to- the  otoosi- 
tiou  :  arid  every  engine  was  instantly  set- to  work,  to 
convert  that  measure  of  government  iut<>  tlieir  to- 
^         tal  overthrow,*    Tlie  first  -Body  [of  rfcspectiabiiity 
dut  of  the  walls  of  Parliament;  that  was  attempted 
to  be  brought  forward  to  oppose  it,  was  the  city 
of  London.  *    On  ibt  Sth  of 'March,   1807,  the 
Lord  Mayoi*,ialdermeii  and  corfrtttori  cbo^eil,  feeing 
assembled  m  faircoutt,'Upon  a  motion  respectinij 
the  Catholics  of  IrcfaLtidi  Mr.  D*puty  Birch  open- 
ed the  business  in  a  s'^eeHVof  cttnsfelCTableleiigtb, 
•    arid  conelixdeA  WitW  riioVii^^l -^^  ThStt  H  atppfe-irs  to 
*^  tlVis  c^o^t;^^hat\thbKrrtrintfc^^^  iMto- 

**  diicfed  T'hto  P^arTiamerit  to  pti^rint  jPapists  ito  fill 

'^  blHces  in  the  army  and  riavy,  under  the  ♦saoc- 

•. '  '•  •     '  ••'   *  '*   '■        ' ^    J-'  *'.  11.. « 1  .».  , 

fmuis  aod  iKiHaHwf  f^f  refv^in^^jla.oliey /t^/cpiliipai^.^  h(^  off)* . 
Qeri^  march  to  ^^hurclr,  k\iX  woqldl  hatet  leA.|^ifip.iQipcin.to  all  the 
l)ains,  forfeitures  an^  ^isabiliiies  of  ihe  25t^  oip  Cliir,  11.  aa*the 
Istof'Geo.  I,  '  '    '       *      •       ••'  ^' 
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**  tioa  of  the  Sfedrietei^  ^I  War,  ii- subversive  of  J^ 
**  the  funciainental  princi()les  of^  <he  gloriovis  cofi^ 
*'  stitutionof  the  country,  as  established  in  1688; 
**  dangerous  to;  the  Pit)restant  f^iterest,  the  peace, 
^'  order  iind  .security  of  tti^  PrltjsKjqmpire;   aud 
''  that  in  1^  the  duty.of  thi*  co^rt  to  .petition  both 
**  Hous^  of  Pariiaitient)  not  to  sahetion-so  'alani>« 
'*  ing  a  measure,^ 'the  oaths  of  suj)reniacy  being  an 
**  inteoral  }>art  of  the  liill  of  ;Uig:i}ts,^'    ^Ir.  Sa-     , 
niiiel  Dickson  seconded  theTnptian,  and  i|4r.  BelJ,; 
after  having  retiUeditUfi  arguments  tid^^nced  by^ 
Mf.  Dfputy  Bite]),  concteded  by  moving  the  pil&^^ 
vious  question,  wliich  was  'carried  by  a  majori ty  .6^ 
seventeen.      .  .  ,.   / ,!'..  !V.   .  '.      . .  .* 

On  the  '5tli.  gf  ^larclj/  Lord;  ftow.ick' moved. for jj;;;^^^^^^ 
leave 'to  bring  iu-  theWu*  of  :wUich  Jje  hsid  gtvei^'^^^J,"^^^^^^^ 

•  A«  ihi«  billwraw  tlie  prtmmdtU  «t" uetfl-  ctu*e  ^f  6vetr^rt\i\i^ 
one  of  the  most  pnwerfcii  ^cimirfl<^ralioifs-^v^r  fbrmed  in^ho' 
cooairy,  and  it  wa^  bfmighl  in  nol>»n(y^r  ti)c  laiidaU^'am)  ie-i" 
cwsary  |iQrpoto  f)f  xMialiling  tKe^AtHteto  Ji«¥allHtselK'of  aboVii  fir« 
Bjiliioq^  of  his  Majtsty *!»  CaiMre  iBibjeaJs,  brtt  bIso  avowedly  in 
the  doubtful  b0)>^  of  keeping  the  fital  question  of  thelf  ema<><*i- 
paiion.  HI  rest,  a « copy  of  if  w  here  gi^en  ft>r>t)e  satisfactton  of'^ 
iiU  partis  interett^  m  liie'iKiibjen  matter.     It  w^s'a  crud^'irtfti 
iU-digeii|gdt4)iii,  fettddcMly  adopted  by.  go vernD(i<e«ft  as^  haff  in^'-  - 
mite,  jto  supply  tbc  lAof^  glaring  d(^cct«(  of  d  l«^«  iban  balf^nea^ 
*Miv^  Uh!  <miMy>ioa  Dr.  aitemtion  >of  A4^laa>»e  4it  ttie  ^mtioy  j41^. 
Iit<  9H:asmie«  tboui;])  ^nlbraciti^^an'ohieisto^  IVat^vttferKttiiU'iStk^ 
)uruit1ce  ta«4)t'«iiipue,  was  parelyiWacll^lf ih^ttiiWiHlt^^:  \hty 
iid  Apt  j6ori>iili  .Ibe  Calimlu:  hodf  tifmn'tv:*   KiU  .^N^^hoy  tveh^ 
ubwit  ii  u>^Jt^  oto^r«atMiisl«f  hi^^fioyak-Higha^^        Pti^ctf  (if  * 

illy  ii4tfres|ei}^iii«l(l)e  originak%FiBj|tion,.  as^^^U  a«:tUe  Ci'<<diland 
rtabil4yirt;%#>i'«iiini»»ftatio%fy.:  ^  ^   .•'     '    ,'   »  -^   -■         - 
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m^h  a  pioi^kMi^  ipar^Q^Iiir^  At  such  n:  i^mc^  %wuld 

•'  A  bill^  for  enabling  his,  'lA^]f^f>y  i\P  ^Kiil  him^Jf  P?  tb«  aer» 
rices  oF  all  his  lieg^  ^ubj^cts  i^  his  navaj  and  military  forces,  in 
ihe  manner  therein  tnentibDed,  - 

'<  Whereas  it  \s  expedienl,  llrair  h'M  Mi^gestyshoutd  ^  enablecl 
||,a(«9il  bimsfit>f  the stnryifos  of  n^^.hiiJifgf  ^bjaolabAM  hb 
nai^al  and  viditarj;  force9>  foe  X^  iimiQi»naQ<;^.  qf  ^  ^flVi^  oH 
his  Crowi>,  aotl  tbe  iQterests,  b9nor  9n4  in(]e|)en<knce  qf  th? 
British  Empire :  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Kin^"^  Most 
EsvceUei^t  Majesty,  liy  ai^  WithlHe  adviVe  s^nd  loiiWnt'of  the 
Loads  Spiritual  and  Temporal^,  ^d  Ooanbuoni  m  «lii»pre$ieo» 
P^rliamenjL  assteoibl^d,  ak)d  by  Aq  acHboriQ^  ^  fb^ifwm^Tk^ 
ii  shall  and  may  be  kti^ul  foc.hi&IVXaj^sty  t^v  graf>^  or  p)af<ira  or 
by  his  Royal  sign  manual  to  empower  ihe  proper  officer  or  offi- 
cers to  grant  or  confer  any  militar}*;  con^n^ission^  warrant,  or  ap. 
pointmeist  whaterer/eitlier  ii^  hb  Maje^y 's  sea  or  nava^lbrces,  or 
ID.  any  oii'  bvi  ^lajesty  &  land  or  hiiiitary  forces  wbatsoeviMr,  to  or 
,upon  any  of  his  Majesty's  liege  subjects,  without  exception ; 
and  that  <ivery  9iich>  QOawnissiofp;  watraator  appdntment,  so 
granted  or  -c^nferr^d,  ^ball  »)d  mvf  ^  tawriipll^r  «9ieDdscd:  by 
4gcb  of  hill  M^estj's  JNi^j«as»  ia  911  places  wiihoi.4>r«;iisith* 
out  hisM(\i^ty'a  domiwoos^  an^y  )fiw»..sUiuite,fOF*4f8naito  the 
contrary  notwithstajuiing.  ;Pro?j(i^d»  thai  ve«j3i^y^  aaclv  person 
^bali,.  withii^  .  mofitb^  afti^  Ms  aceapUng* .the  said,  ^ore* 

mission^  warrant  or  apppiiUi^eat,  taiiia^  naaka,  and  subscribe  the 
decLaciktion  aad  path  ht^retn  aflf f/ acntMsad,  wbUsii  deebkrakion 
and  oath  sliail  bft  ifgcoss^djpQ.thr  bndi  o?  atUie  fQ0t#6  tile  c^^m- 
mission  or  a|^ntmet)t  sa  gmiiittd:^  ooe4irpsd,.ai^  sb«41  be 
then  attf^ted  by  the  signiax«re  JUiiht  eiaghuiraie  or  officer,,  in  * 
whose  pr«s«mce  tbii  saiae'  shull  .bava  been  Aubstfribcd,- aii4  by 
wlii^ai  tb^  sfMd  oath  ihall.  halve/  baeq  ad^iaistisnedv  Aiid  be  it 
further  enacled»  tKat  smsb  oad^  ^ildiefibrrotion-iiiay  be  adaiiii}^ 
tered  and,  aDtestadt  by  any  cxNiit«f  raoafd,.  ev'^imiga  af  attcb 
court,  or  by.  any  justice  of  fietkotviir  oib^  ma^iilxeta- bafv^ag 
p^wer  to  tidminifater  oatbs,.  iajaaj?!  jMiito  i|f  hi«  Majeity^a  lliMnt- 
niens.     And  that,  if  the  party  takiiigilldfflbadribili^  tlia'JCHDe, 
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ihalH  Ht  t!kc  Xxv^^^oti  Ki»,^i9MH8  ^4  subf^rilHog: ^htt.  mtm^  not 

p^terted.  9Pi^  ^)^9f/ed  JdV  s^ny  .genera)  qflScfr  or  cKmol^il^gii^'' 
cey^of^^ip  Mw^?j'^  la'id  forces, qi:  by  aoy  atkDkid  or:9f>iiliii«fK^ 

in  tbi9,Jl^^t»q^^'t|»e  p«rs^  l^dKi^s^  c9iiuiii94MMi«.A^;ainraA^  «f 
f^PPPiD^ti^^V ,  sl)a)V  rwiti^fi. ,  x^ : '  |,  .|pUl^U)(!( '  a j^c  iusr  notiftr»  te 
any  far;%  9f  ijiU^.^laj^sity'*  dumifiip^?*  ^tiin  i^l^c^  niii2i}e  and  siib^ 
scrilie  fj^.sgjiijp  oat)i  jiikI  (Icclai'i^PH;  in  jpri^aefkoerof  some  oonit 

Uiat  ii9'|M5r(ioa  i)^yii9g  »^  ^kea«4W»4e^  und  4t}fa0<;Qb€d  raoh  dttH 
^i^fi^QhwppR,  c^pci^iYi^jy  .^/afor^^ai«i>  miaA:  bo  HabUukii  ao|^ 
pftii^  p^alti^  or  (fis^iJ^^ies  «f|iat9oev(ir«:  lor.  4Muviing>BerdM»l 
or  acted  k|jQi«'UQf]feq  ^ny  sMf^.<;p«fmi,i59iQii«  warrant,  jofafipoiiitrf 
o^^h  9n^<JavH|5  sjtaMei  pr  «^g<d,  «<)>  tiie  contrary  n^twiifhvfBui^ 
i^g.  AnflaJ^hD^gt^  ffmih  fersx^  £ka)i  iHM  i>av«  conifilM^  *«;uK( 
^y  qf,  the4Mre<;|tiQi^j$!f  ^y  foffl^ar  dtfiMite  respeouag  the  •f«aH« 
lii^iojOU  «if  pciri^ii^  hoMiog  0r  "esefciaing  tfSucen  miilaa'  Mm 
tealm^,.  ^MA  b^  i^  fwt^Ar  €M<9tAd»  1tjb4l:^«iatti  oa^b  aaU  dttok^ 
ratipa*  Jm)^(,SQ  ^fccpj^4awd*^,si*ficrihed>M^^  be  b  Uk  wevd^f 
Wlw'"?«>»;iV**\.' '•  A,  A^.B-:i^*»g*^^^W«  clwiwfesiaaapfioumxl 

''(Dlffas^'4^  ftVH^rr  ^  ^  pfemm^e'oi  Aiknigbty  God^  tJuiti 
^^  ^4\h^  fyii\b^\,9Li^,l^e^x  tr^e  ^l^fiatkee  lo  bis  Mn^f.^  Kin^ 
f'.IS^rgfi  t^e.THMt  9Pid  til^^  S  \viU4o. my  utmost  t«  aiAuiibis 
^'  mii  4^ii^  bknag?m»t  ^U.tr^ai«>qf8  and  y%im'6i0ie^0fHt9j^mAtBt 
r::^:sW^^^  ^'^  9^|caipts  wh^tavtsr,  tbai^  fttlail  be  ii^dip  agaiiMa 

"  ft^;j!f!!f  flW^l^:'[»i  f ^^*^  "^^J  JH>C,U  treascuMi^  /:o«^pifa«itf«  or  »U 
^  ^imf^,,.an<l  will  alap  ^isclose  and. make  )(m)wa  tlnii^g)^  aa 
"  j^p  ^  t^i^j^/^bs^  come  to  nw  kiio^vl^dge  ;*  and  1  il^  a|s^  ipnm 
**  mise  and  swear,  in  the  presence  of  Almkghty  Go<U'tlwt  | 
^"«^iM»  tff-i^  ^^99^  qf'4iiy  f>oweir»iiiairKai«i  aiid  support  the 
\i  ^V(^f;e^^n.^%o\\kf^  Croxya  of  the  lljiiteri  Kingdom  of  Great  Bri* 
•V.tW^*^  fcei^j?,a\*  the^smnc  now  «Utt(bii4aJled,by  Ja\y  j  and 
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^^\ ,  that  House,  who  meant  to  contest  it;,  Ire  should 
otTer  to  to  the  house  an  exphnation  of  the  gp  ounds 

**  thai  I  witt  also,  %o  the  attnost  of  my  power^  maintain  niitl  snp- 
*'  por(  the^entabUfthed  con^kuifon  antl  government  of  the  sard 
**  United  Kingdom,  against  alf  attempts  whatever  that  shall  be 
**  inade  against  the  ftame/'  Aixl  wheretm  it  is  exp'edlelit,,  that 
his  M»jefity's  subjects,  however  emptoyetf  in  any' of  his  Afaje^- 
ty'«  aea  or  naval  forcen,  or  any  of  his  Majesty's' I atid  or  Aiilttary 
forces  whatsoever,  should  be  allowed  the'  free  e^cercise  tff  such 
religious  opinions,  as  they  may  i^spectively  profess ;  YSit  it  en* 
acted,  that  no  person  employed  in  his  Majesty's  ^ea  6r  naiat 
fiMfces#  or  land  or  miKtary  forees,  and  havin<^  pfeVionsly' signi- 
fied in  writing,  atgneil  by  himself,  to  his  tommandtiig  officer, 
bis  distent  from  the  doctrine  or  worship  of  the  Chorch  of  Eng- 
land* as  by  law  established,  shall,  under  any  pretence^  or  by 
any  nicans,  bo  prevented  from  aitetidlng;  or  be  sob|ect  or  liable 
to  any  foins,  penalties  or  disabilities  for  attending  snch  dttitae 
worship >or  religious  service  is  may'bec^nsistetit  with,  t»nd  ae* 
cording* to  hts  religious  pt»rsuasf«n  or  opinions  at|>r6perc*r  sea- 
sonable tiaifis,  and  such  ^  shall  be-consistent  wHh  the  dne  ^nd 
full  disichargeof  his  naval  otr  mililary  duti^;  nor  shall  any  such 
person  be  compelled  or  rompelhibl^  to*  aiterfd  th<(^  Worship  or  ser* 
iioe  of  the  said  establiithcd  €bQrch ;  aml^  that  any  cxnniiltssfoned 
officrr,  acting  fn  violatibn  of,  or  contrary  to  this  provision,  shair, 
apon  conviction  ihenM>f,'belbite  a  general*  court  mtlHIal,  be  liable 
lo  bie  suspended  or  dismiss^  from  his  M^esty^s  service,  or  to 
such  efther  pnnishtnent,  not  e:itehdihg  \o  life  Or  Hmb»  as  the 
said  court  sb^ll  award  \  and  that  any  warrant  or  inon  ebinmis- 
*^  sinned  officer  so  oti^nding  fthall  be  liable  to  sdch  pii^i^limenti 
not  extending  to  life  or  limb,  as  shall  be  aniaiMecl  by  ii  ^t^neral 
©r  regimental  conrt  martiaL  A  nifbeTi  faf tlieV  exiaiied,  that  this 
am  shall  b^  and  continittf  in  force  from  *e  • '  /  •  in*flie  year 
of  t<ur  Lord  '■  ^  until  tho         *        4n  the  year  of  our 

•  lord'*  •   '•  •   .-■•■• '    "•  ^ '  •         '■'  ;    •  -"••    -'   •  "^ 

it  isobvtf^u^  thttt  this  'bill  was  not  intended  to  remedy  the 
great  natwHial  evil,  wh  ch  cunnisted  id  the  statute  disabilities^ 
paiiM  and  p^nalti^a  falling  on  abov^  five  faiiHKmsof  his-Majes- 
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which  the  billw^  founded,  withbot  going  into' the   Jf^ 
question  of  the  gecDeral  expediency  bf  penai  laws, 

ty's  Catholic  subjects,  who  might  enlist,  or  may  have  enlisted  at 
private  soldiers  or  commoa  seamen  in  bis  Majesty's  service. 
Hence  it  was  usually  called  Lord  Howick's  Catholic  officer's  bill. 
Yet  the  act  of  1  Qeo.  I.  c.  13.  had  re«enaeted  all  the  operative 
penal  pan&of  tbe25k  Car.  II.  {the  Jhst  Act)  andextended  them  to 
private  soldiers  and  common  sailors  for  refusing  or  negledjng  M 
three  months  ai^er  Having  enlisted,  to  take  tbe  ^ths  of  saprema- 
ey«  abjuv.at]on  and^allegiance.  That  act  of  Geo.  I.  affects  Catholics 
only,  for  it  says  nothhig  of  the  sacramental  test,  which  most 
Protestant  disseilti^rs  conscientiotMy  refuse ;  although  none  of 
tbem  object  toihenegaiiveoRth  of  sopremaey  (on  which  is  fbutfd- 
ed  the  operative  exclusion  in  Catholics,  who  submit  to  A  supreme 
bishop)  as  they  admit  of  no  head  of  the  Church  on  earth.     It 
can  Dot  be  dissembled/ that  a  veiry  large  part  of  the  Irish  Catho- 
lics, disrelished,  contemned  ^tid  tidtculed  this  officers  bilt  They 
coQsidened  it  as  an  insult >oa  the  body. '  -  They  had  not  so  refihedf 
upon  poHtical  economy,  as  to  be!  sensible,  that  a  couiftry  could 
be  over,  peopled..    With  Adam  Smith,  thsy  still  substaatiaHy 
thought  and  measured  a  nation's  happiness  by  the  density  of  its 
population.     They  considered  Lord  Howick's  boasted  policy  of 
streogthe«rng  the  i'rctesfcant  ascendancy,' by  thinning  the  Citho-* 
lie  population,  at  least  not  friendly  to  the  internal  prosperity  of 
thejcountry.    To  kill  off  its  male  youth,  in  foreign  warfare,  was 
the  most  insidious  mode  of  dtrpopulating  it  by  emigration.    This 
they  connected'  with  the  checks  given  to  Irish  population  by  the 
provocation  and  suppression  of  the  rebellion  of  ,1^98.  And  they 
never  separated  il  from  the  jealousy  of^g^vernment  at  the  i;apid 
growth  ol*  the  physictl  force  of  the  country.     They  considered 
Wd  Howick,  whose  bill  they  indignantly  despised,  as  connect- 
ed  domestically  as  well  as  politically  with  Mr.  Ppnsonby,  who, 
with    other  distinguished   patriots,  .was  once  zealous   (br  re- 
form and  emancipation,  though  he  had  latterly  declared,  that 
it  wuuld  militate  against  the  interests  of  the  empire  to  concede 
«ither.    They  had  brought  themselves  to  this  (not  very  uona- 
VOL.  II.  2   H 
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}^j  wKch  impowd  checks  upoB  thif  eoasciences  of  m- 
"^^^^^  dividuals..  Dr.  Paley,  and  ail  qkhcr  modera  writ- 
ers of  respectability  concurred,  that  such  restraints 
*nd  exclusbns,  as  he  was  about  to  remove,  ought 
only  to  be  enforced  ^gC^iust  religious  opinions, 
when  it  was  naanifeati  they  w^re  inconsistent  with 
1^^  necessary  order  «id  Bubsistence*  of  goveta* 
meot  If  it  were  now  necessary  to  state,  that  the 
connection,  ^  which  formerly  existed  between  the 
religion  and  the  politics  of  t)ie  United  Enipke 
bad  ceased,  apd  thereibifc  thoi^  restcictionsy  which 
were  applicable  only  to  thetr  politics,  and  not  to 
their  reKgion  were  rendered  unnecessary,  he  should 
feel  no  difficulty  in  making  that  statement,  and  in 
maintaining  it  by  unanswerable  argument  If  this 
were  allowed,  die  propoMtiod  necessaiuiy  followed, 
that  at  the  present  season  of  difficulty  and  danger, 
when  it  was  desirable  to  unite  every  heart  and 
hand  in  the  cause  of  the  country,  it  was  unwise  to, 
exclude  from  that  union  so  large^.a  portion  of  the 
people,  as  tlie  Catholiias:  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  amounting  in  namber  to  nearly  a  fourth 
of  the  whole  population  of  the  empire,  aaid  to  pre- 
vent them  from  sharing  in.  the^  dai^ger  and  tlie 
•  glory  of  their,  country ipen.  The  fact,  was,  that  at 
tbski  very  moment  a  great  proportion  of  our  sol- 
diers and  sailors  » (particularly  of  the  latter)  were 
Catholics,  and  it  was  fitting,  that  Parliament 
should  sanction  by  ijight,  what  \?ras  already  allow- 

tural)  conclusion^  that  wherever  legislative  union  had  succeed- 
,ed  in  planting  British  popularity,  there  had  it  never  failed  to  ex- 
tinguish Iri^h  patriotism. 
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t*a  hj  tibhriivaiKie'?  B)f  «ttM<«^,  i^^wfh  passed  in  tfti  J^ 

HAWied  tb  hoM  tJOWiihUslotis  in  Ifjfe  arthy/and  hJ 
^lJr|«3r  tJibsie  pHvtlegis  in  treWid,  which  it  Ms  Hire 
tibjiiittffthe  )M  hie  teeiinft  tb  propp<te  tb  tottininbU 
diii6^dhbi«Hy-to  th6  G^^tliblia  of  Ifils  iioix^^ty. 
Thfe'MB  i#tettl*  gti  td  admit  p^riahk  bf  ^ety  ^li^ 
g'^i  ^r^riSibil,  to  ten^e  ih  thfe  arfny  'and  hiVy, 
Witftbat  aiiy  otfefei-  tbiiditidii,  btft  tli^  bf  taliliig 
ah  bit^  pirtifediartSta  ih  tht  fcilii  Of  couraci  if 
tbib  ind»1g«fice  <w«^  ^Vitfed  to  Gid^tlis,  It  \t^« 
tittftefeiStorjr  «6  Stsrte,  titit  tl)ieWe  codid  be  hd  b^ib^ 
l\6h  t&pitiit  it  tb  aiiy  btlier  fi^ctbf  dissented  frbii^ 
the  eSflilbll^ed  ^uk-bb,  vinV^i  io^b  sp^ific  dah* 
get  cbuM  be  Jihewij,  #hich  be  did  ikdt  it  prefflint 
be».  Thii  pf 6vii}ibnd  bf  the  bill  Wbttld  ^bei-^fort^ 
i^ttod  ib  p^irsobs  of  all  k^^igibUs  pel-sbiiiibtis.  Wbfit 
had  p&rlicukrly  ^f&Wti  iht  attentibii  bf  his  Majes- 
ty's gov&ihtiieiit  to  thfe  Snbjfetit,  wis  tSife  strange  inb* 
n^ly^  iirhrcb  existed  iix  cbn^ec^uenbe  bf  the  act 
passfed  Hi  iitlarid,  ift  1798,  by  trhich  the  RomaA 
Cathblibi  in  ihut  ^ahti'y  were  eMbied  to  hold 
^olhiiiitoibtis  iti  ^ii  arifly,  and  (b  attain  any  rank 
(occ^t  combia^ef  ifl  chief  of  tbe  forces,  mastbi- 
general  of  the  brdnaitice,  or'i^fenei-ai  df  the  staff.)' 
The  effect  c^  this  permission  so  granted  to  Ih^  Ca- 
thblics  itt  li-eknd  was  a  striking  incongftSity }  for 
if  a  Catholic,  whb  \Vas  by  law  qtialififcd  lfi^  stevfe 
i»-  the  army  of  Ireland,  shouM  be  bro'A^t  but  bf 
that  country  by  aiiy  circui6Statacfes,  Whidi  de^ 
rtianded  in  this  ebuntty  the  pres^ttfee  df  titt  regi- 
nient,  in  which  ^  he  served,  he  would  be  disquafi- 

«h8 
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1807.  ^  fied  by  law  from  remaining,  in  the  service,  and 
would  have  only  this  alternative^  either  to  continue 
in  the  service  contrary  to  the  law,  and  tbua  sub- 
ject himself  to  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  conse- 
quent thereon,    or  to  relinquish  a  profession,  in 
which  he  had  risen  to.  the  rank,  which  be  might 
hold,  either  by  the  sacrifice  of  his  fostune,  or  more 
',  probably  by  ,a  succession;  of  meritorious  services, 
such  as  proved  mm  qualified  tp  defend  the  prospe- 
rity and  assert  the  honor  of  tlie  couQtry.     So  ab- 
surd an  incoDveniefiqe  must  be  remedied.      The 
inconveniejDcy  was  seen,  when  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  were  separate  nations,  and  had  separate 
parliaments^  and  wlien  the  act  of  1793  was  pro- 
posed in  tlie  Irish  paxliameut,  ,i(  was  declar^,  that 
a   simila^r  proposition    shQuld    be    m^de  in    two 
mon  ths^by  the  Parlianient  of  „Great  Britain.     This 
was  distinctly  promised  ;  Lord  Clare  in  the  House 
ef  Peer«,  and  Lord  Buckinghamshire  in  the  House 
of.  Cpmiiions  distinctly  stated,  that  ic  was  the  in* 
teution  of  hid  ]\f  ajesty's  gm^iermnent,  with  all  con- 
venient dispatch,  to, prepare  a  similar  ^biU  in  the 
British  Parliament     The  measuiPe,  which  he,  was 
about  to  subfitit  to  the  Judgment  of  the  House, 
was  calculated  to  rcmx)ve  the  inconvenience,  and 
to  recpQqilje  the  incongruity  complained  of,  and 
at  t^e^ame  time  to  maintain  the  faith  of  the  Bri* 
tisl>  government^    by.  redeeming  the  pledge,  to 
which  he  had  alluded-     There  seemed  to  be'  no 
objection  to  the  measure,  as  a  necessary  conse- 
quence of  the  act  of  179  3,a^d  as  a  redetnption  of 
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the  pledge  given  at  that  period.  The  only  objec-  ^J^^ 
don  started,  appean^d  to  be  by  those,  who  thought 
the  proposed'  measifre,  by  going  farther  than  the 
act  of  1793,  established  a  new  principle  of  con- 
cession, which  ought  not  to  be  acceded  to.  It 
would  now  therefore  be  "necessaty  for  him  to  stat^ 
m  what  the  two  hieasures  differed.  The  first  dif* 
ference  was,  ,that  the  proposed  measure  went  to 
perirfit  persons  of  every  rtligion  to  serve  in  tht 
navy  as  well  as  in  the  army.  When  the  Irish  act 
was  passed,'  it  was  distinctly  stated,  that  in  the 
bill  to  be  submitted  tb  the -British  Parliament; 
leave'to  se^Vein  the  navy^ "would  bejncluded,  and 
the  only  reason,  why  it  was  not  included  iii  the 
Irjj^  act  w^s,  that'Irfeland  had  no  navy.  -The 
same  principles,  Which  induced  hrs  Mijesfty's 'tni-i' 
nist^rs  to  propose  the  adoptibn  of  a  similar  law  for 
the  two  countries,  induced!  thiem  to  propose  the 
Abolition'  of  restrictions.  Cbnsistiency.  '  Foi-'nci^ 
thirig  could  be  mofe  itiUbhgruous;  than  tlie  conse^ 
quehces' of  these  restrittibnSj  which  might  be^  at- 
tended -with'  considerable  incor^eniqitce  to^*the 
service.  ■  A  Catholic-  might,  by  the  Irish  act,  ris^ 
through^heaegildar  gradation,  a)id  bfecome  a.fidd 
officer;  he  might  become  a  major,  a  lieutenant* 
colonel ;  acblbnel;  in  this  last  capacity,  he  might 
liave  the  cbmmaiid  of  a  corps  equal  in  ijumber  tb 
that  frequently  under  the  orders  of  officers  of  a 
superior  rank.  He  might  shewjiimself  en^inently 
qualified  for  a  situation  of  greater  trust ;  he  paight 
distinguish  himself  to  such  a  .flegree, ;  as  to  be  ; 
called  upon  by  the  voice  of  the  army  and  the  peo- 
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]^  pie  ^  $11  (^  situ^t^oiR  i  Iwb  H  iifoyUl  bd.  ^i^xfft 
f ible  tot  create  hm  ik  B)?jor  gepenj, !  Tbl^  W4«  » 
gf^i  ^^co^taigf ra^^at  to  the  Cftt^wli^  o%^  |t 
w^  ^  g^p^t  (^(^dvJu^t^e  tfk  l|b^  coi^itQf,  ^hje^ 
Iff  siitih,  Fe&trictipo,  pight  lo$|»  t|i^  S|5rvi<5^  ^i<f 
«jwy  br^v^.  «iyl  ^&1  rai^.  A*4,  aft?jf  a^\  it 
SKV^^  b*  oqnsypK^d,  that  tb«  pFc*>osfi4  Wfl^u^ 
oply  tmt^Mf  feJSr  M^e»ly  to  app^iffti  sui^l)  fHl#Wf 
t0  sUu^ii^ii^  ^  high  ipp^Ftanqf^  7b¥)>  agfi|9*nt« 
mri^  WMs*  ^pie^  upQ9  d^  es^V^^v^  gi^e^n^m^ 
vhidk  iwhW,  of  <?omisj5,  ^  dji^ef t  in  tfef  e«e«» 
t;m  f»f  >te  l^owcaj..  la  «|d<iitio^  |9  ti^Jf:  «icl^f;^nu^g^  of 
tmiAiTa&  ^  tjpM^^ty  ^  »v^l  ^lig?!^  o^  tbfi  whqk^ 
«]|teii(A  ^'  '^te  pop^^^tio9,  w^tlV9u.t  *»|f  .^f  thf« 
«StrictiQi)%,  Mibicfe  opfwite^  n^f^J  to  k^^  ^,  j^ 
Wfit  «f  «Ji«;QfrteiK,   ««^4  t<^  ^»ni>  t,!;!?^  V4W& 

l«  tb»p«bjijic  mry'm*  t^^^  pro^a^d  rofsjwr^  w  ^ 
^^o^  to  tfefi?*  ^j9d<^  $m*4H  for  ^^  TF^, 
s|)Qul^  §fttf ^  ^ta  ]m^  M^«JCXV  ?F"f»Pf»  t;^e  ^ 
ajod  ^n.rBst«j^>©il,  «xei!<ri«?  «C  t^?  I0<g!^n«  W  i&S 
3ft  tit  ^id;^  ijMif^^e  ^jitfe  4}n«  ^li^jt?^  4^)l;i?8, 

t99l>I^i«b«4  in  ^mth^  ^ay,  \^  fiviagj  ^irpctifl^ 
t*^)fife  ^c% ;  fewt.  hf  wifs  ap»rffeeip^ve>.  t^t,  ii^ 

?ity  £^fl(|[j^^iil^il.ijl|y,  of  swA,  a.  ippf|((  «f  pfocee^^ 
wo»Jt{  fie^ii  t^^  p^t^pUc%  il^9^4t^&^  thif  army, 
and  ^y<?«J!^  %?ntsfe  tp  lbo«|f,  ^^lli^rfiighgi  ^  ^s«|<^ 

l^t  tbe^  hav«  fvjii  secti^ty  i^Qi  t)|^  s^p^  of  a  c^^f% 
ill  9^.  ac^  of  parli^mfxkfej  ]|eti  tiieiiii  hi^f f  t^f  s&ni^ 
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tion  o?  the  legislatiipe,  afld  all  doubt  would  b^  re-  J,^^ 
moved.  If  there*  Were  any  possible  utility  ia 
this  provision,  w)i«i  it  was  considered,  tliat  it 
could  be  attended  by  no  inconvenience  or  danger; 
he  trusted  it  would' meet  with  no  objection.  He 
had  thus  stated  briefly  the  ob^cts  cf  the  proposed 
bilk  Briefly,  iD^catise  lie  was  not  aware,  that  ia 
that  stage,  the  measure 'wtiuM  occasion  any  debate; 
The  aboKtion  of  the  restrictions  in  point  of  rani 
wcmld  place  before  the  spns  of  the  gentry  of  Irei- 
land,  those  fair  objects  of  arnHtion ;  it  would  opeft 
to  them  that  coarse  of  gloiy,  the  pisirsuit  of  which 
was  synonimous  with  the  adviriccment  of  the  best 
iaterests  of  the  empite.  On  the  commonalty  of 
Iretend  the  nieasutfr  ftmst  have  a  powerful  eflfect, 
1^  affording  a  safcrtary  ch^cfc  to  thtr  encreastng  su'- 
perabundant  pfopuliation  of  that  country ;  ^as  rt 
would  induce  numbers  to  enter  into  the  service  of 
his  Ms^sty,  even  of  those,  who  by  their  own  disr 
eotitents,  and  by  the  artifices  of  others,  bad  sO 
lately  been  ui-ged  into  insurrection  and  lebelliotf. 
He  therefbre  moved  for  lei^ve  to  bring  in  a  liill, 
for  enabFmg  his  Majesty  to  accept  the  services  of 
all  his  Kege  subjects,  in  the  ariny  arid  navy,  ofi  the  ' 
terms  therein  fnentioned, ' 

Mr,  PercQval  rose,  not  so  triuch  to  object  to  the  ^j^  ^2; 
particular  measure,  which  was  proposed,  as  to  ex-  ^^n?  ■»* 
press  his  fears,  that  this  was  but  the  beginning  of  «»«>«»• 
a  system,  which  would  in  its  Consequences,  when 
fully  disclosed,  be  highly  dangerous  to  the  constx* 
tution  and  Protestant  estabBshmetft.     He  perce^ v  ^ 
td,  that  step  by  step,  and  from  day  to  day,  they 
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^J^'Jrj  were  bringiiissfotward  ipfBasures,  \^bich  he  thought 
^^^"^  inu&t  end  in  the  total  xepeal  of  the  Test  Act.     He 
could  not  consider^  tha(  it  would  be  for  the  intefe&t 
of  Ireland,  as  he  was  firmly  persuaded,  that  notlnng 
.w^s  more  importaut  for  the  welfare  of  Ireland  than 
q,  Protestant  establishment  and  a  Protestant  as* 
ppndancy.    Thei:e  was  no  man,  who  M*as  a  greater 
friend  to  toleration  than  himself,  or  who  would 
more  wish>  that  every  person  should  have  the  free 
exercise,  of  his  religion ;  but  it  was,  because  he  was 
g,  frien4  to  toleration,  that  he  did  not  wish  to  fa- 
vour a  t^Hgion^  which  had  been  always  intolerant 
when  in  power,  to  the  prejudice  of  flie  established 
jfligion^  which  had  always  practised  toleration.  It 
wa^^lw^s  OQ  the  ground  of  tol^ration^i  that  those 
jnnpvations  yfevf  brought  forward.     Qw  day,  in 
^hp,nam/s  of  toleration,  the  house  was  called  upon 
to  grant  a  sun\  of  money  to  educate  Priest^  for  the 
purpose,  oi  preaching  the    Catholic   religion   to 
S,0Q0,pOO  of  peoplpj,  and  tli?  next  day  they  werq 
^Ued  upoolto  grant  stjU  farther  concisions.    The 
reasqning  ,pf  tjie  Pon,  Geptle^naq,  who  supported 
,  tho^i?  p£rpet\^al  concessions  appea?rqd  to  rest  on  thi$ 
jpiinciple,  tiiat  oi^e  religion  js  very  nearly  as.  good 
as  another^  apd  that,  thercfclre,  no  p^ran's  religion 
.  •  should  disqualify  hiw  from  political  poWer,    They 
seempd  to  thiijk,  that  the  reformation  itself  was  a 
inere  political  niea^ure,    The  qoble  Lord  (Ho wick) 
Lad  prpfessecl  tlie  niost  decided  and  ab§okite  prefer 
rence  for  the  established  religion ;  but  still  be  had 
YQtpd  for  the  granting  funds  to  tlie  preachers  of 
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the  CathoUc  religion.  Many  might  suppose,  that.  Jf^ 
this  was  quite  agreeable,  not  on^y  to  liberality  and 
sentiment  but  to  sound  policy ;  but  he  entertained 
an  of^niou  directly  to  the  contrary.  Lord  Temple 
contended,  that  the  whole  of  the  argunient  of  the 
Hon.  Gientleman  went  the  length  of  overturning 
every  principle  of  policy  and  justice,  Avhich  one 
sect  ef  Christians  ought  to  entertain  for  another. 
They  were  arguments  better  calculated  for  the  .dark 
ages  of  unenlightened  map,  than  for  the  more  po- 
lished ?er^  pf  the  nineteenth  century.  Mr.  Mon- 
tague and  Mr.  H*  Brovvne  were  against  the  motion. 
Mr.  Freemantle,  Mr*  Plomer,  and  Mr,  Corry; 
spoke  in  favour  of  it.  Leave  was  then  ^ven  to 
bring  in  the  bill;  it  was  read  a  first  time,  4nd  or- 
cleraj  for  a  second  reading  on  that  day  se'onight; 

In  Uie  cabinet,  in  the  senate,  in  the  country  atMeasnm 
large,  every  engine  was  set  to  work  to  accelerate  o? the  ^** 
and  secure  the  explosion  of  the  broad-bottomed^^**'*!' 
admiuistrationy  as  the  ministers  were  now  usually 
called*     Jjovd  Sjdmouth  threatened  to  withdraw 
his  fprces  from  the  support  of  government,  and  go 
over  into  open  opposition.     Petitions  flowed  in 
from  different  corporations  against  the  measure. 
The  Marquis  of  TitchfieW  presented,to  the  House 
of  Cqmmons  a  petition  from  the  University  of  Ox- 
ford against  the  bill.     At  the  Quarter  Assembly  at    - 
Dublin,  Mr.  Giffard  proposed  a  petition  toParlia^ 
ment  against  the  general  claims  of  the  Catholics, 
find  specifically  against  the  bill  then  pending,  which 
Was  seconded  by  Mr.  Cop^,  ^nd  carried  by  a  ma--. 
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2^  jority  ^f  1J6*.     The  Dukes  of  Yortaud  Cumber^ 
\9Miy  L^x4$  Eldon  au^  Uawkealmry  Imi  fibequent 

^  Mr-  Gifiaid'a  fip««€h  >t  the,  Po^.  A«b»i^^  9^  l^.re^iisi- 
^oa  was  too  pointedly  iRuHra^ve  of  the  genuine  spilit  #f  tbe  9y9- 
tem,  which  had,  not  been  at  any  one  moment  extinguished  dur* 
ing  the  15  months  of  a  supposed  adverse  administration,  not  to 
aubmii  it  to  the  roader ;  who  will  mak^  his  own  remarks  upds  it. 
It  itroniioendy  pmscii  upon  the  political  Becessby  of  th»  roya^ 
Veio,  and  shews  bow  strongly  that  gentleman  sympatbized  wit)i 
the  higher  powers,  in  separating  the  Catholics  .of^  Ireland  from 
communion  with  that  centre  of  unity,  in  wl^ich  they  hold  tht 
essence  of  the  government  of  Christ's  church  Qp6d  earth  to  coii- 
sisi.  After  an  aflbcted  prea9>bl«  upon  ihi»  Uv^  fi>r  liis  Cath«1ie 
country meo^  he  spol^e  to  the  fQMpwiQ(>  pur^rl«  *i  I  h^ve  nfi 
speeches  atated  to  ha^ve  hee^  made  at  Ho^^^aOitbolic  n^eetiagSt 
and  not  c0ntradicted  ;  and  I  mean  to  found  uiy  argvunents  q^o 
those  speeches.  If  they  wish  to  petition  Pairliai^ent,  let  them. 
It  is  their  right  to  do  so ;  we  can  petitibn  also,  ^nd'  shei^  Our  ob- 
jections. A  reporter  of  one  of 'tK«  speecffces  8ays>  that  Ihidse,  «rbo 
had  siipported  tbeqi,  had  ao^  abandoned  ibem^  In.  th^ir  spcfchfi 
♦hey  assume,  that  they  arc  the  people  of  Ireland  ;  tha>.  we  ars 
but  a  small  party ;  they  say  their's  was  the  religion,  of  AJfrecL 
of  our  Edwards  and  Henrys,  the  conqueror^  of  France.  When 
Wenry  the  Second  came  here,  the  Irish  were  CathoKcs,  and  if  the 
bi^iofis.of  that  day  could,  like  Elijah,  h»ve  becjiicathed  their 
Q)aniie&  to  the  present,  we  should  embraco  th^iii  ^  bjre(thr$n,  and 
as  fellow  freemen.  They  refused  the  mandates  of  Pepe^  Gre- 
gory. Why  don't  the  Priests  of  this  day  look  within  tBe  reala 
^r  a  head  to  their  church  >  Let' them  renounce  obedience  to  a  fo- 
reign State  !  I  oppose  only  thdr  subjugatioa  to  tlie  Pope !  Ut 
them  take  tl?tj  oath,  tliat  we  have  taken;  that  the  King  is  the 
heai)  of  the  church,  and  I  will  be  the  first  to  hail  their  introduc- 
tion amongst  us.  When  Henry  the  Second  came  here,  all  the 
other  Kings  in  Europe  were  led  by  the  Priests  ;  and  had  not  the 
Irisli  afterwards  sunk  into ih is  base  slavery,  we  wouid  now  be  the 
happiest  people  on  the  fecc  of  the  globe.    When  the  relaxation 
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accjess  tQ  W^  ¥»ie*^-    TH?  cii^'^r^nces  %  the  ca- 

9f  ^  pop/rt;  Iflw^  first  <;<wtt^Oc^d.  I  "^m^^M  a^  **^-    ^  ^^  P*^ 
sei\t  vhen  Mr.  Gardiner  aqd  Mr.  O^N^iji  first,  exercised  their  ta- 
lents an4  infiuenee  to  taice  off  restrictions;  and  then  \  little 
thought  what  the  consequences  would  be.     (Here  Mr.  Giffard 
made  soatM  anisiftdverMOiis  lipoA  the  Catholic  dergy,  the  sub- 
serriea^  oufKH^n  t>f  tAe  Jfwp»  to  Bonaptrt^,  and  the  accur3U:y  nf 
^\  RivlwA  Wv^gr^"^*  ■*  hjsiory  t)    We  ar©  cb^argwd  with  being 
Qj;^ng^i;^^|i..    tfijit  sij^ely,  whfi^  bad  n^^^.  conspire,  good  meu 
should  associate..    WJien  the  Ors^ng^  system  began,  the  rebellion   ' 
was  hx  advanced  in  its  organization.     Poor  tneo)  who  were 
loyalJp  the  country,  if  they   ha<l  i^t  asaociajtejc^  they  would 
h|^v^  1^119^  4l^lf)9ye4^iAf^y/  F«^in  ^V^  thf  gallant  yeomanry 
^os|Q^    yiftega^r  Hill  witp^fsed  thpir  prqsi^ess^     The  aid  of  Eng- 
land  has  been  ^jxtoUed.    Why,  England  did  nothing.     The 
lEngiish  mjlitiia^  were  too  late.     It  was  the  Irish  yepinanry  retook 
Wescford,  an*  sated  17  ^evoted  Protestants  upon  the  point  of 
nas^cre.  at  the  brld^  eack  with  a  pike  and  a  Priest  at  his 
t^rp^U  ,  \  af^^rry  tp  b^  goaded,  t^  a  ^petition  qH  things^.     )f 
goveiT^nsi^p.t,  ^n<i  they  will  let  us  alqne^  we  will  striye  to  forget 
them.     I  a^n  a^n  Orangeman  ;  I  speak  in  the  presence  of  Orange- 
men, and  i  know  npthing  in  the  system  adverse  to  that  great 
principle  of  die  Christian  faitk  ;  lo?e  your  neighbour,  and  do  to 
altmen^  as  yoki.  would,  that  they  sbbuld  do  to  you.     Would  to 
God^all  Fcotestaptswei^e  Orangemea!  I  wish  the  Caiholic  ev/Mry 
enjpynxcftt,  iinder  and  cpi^sisfteut  with  our  happy  coustitutiqn, 
I  woii^ld  not  depf ivc;  the  Jew  of  his  synagogue;  the  Mahometaa 
of  hU  mosque;  much  less  would  I  wish  to  injure  the  Catholic; 
a  fello^'Christian,  wh<^  acknowledges  the  same  Redeemer  with 
niyst^f;.    But  I  wouU)  not  put  a  8WX>ixi  into  the  band  of  a  mad 
man,  as  inuch  in  mercy  to  him,  as  to  myself.     I  will  propose 
ftei;>  to  petition  the  Hqu§e  of  Commons  l)y  our  representatives 
?indthe  House  of  Lords  by  th©  son  of  our  King,^the  Dukie  of 
'     Curnber^ndl  a  name  dear  to  the  constitution,  to  whom  I  bad  the 
hoooT  of  bearing  an  address  from  thb  house,  and  who  was  gra^i- 
9|usly  pleased  to  desire  me  to  tell  the  citizens  of  Dublin,  while  be 
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1S07.  a  special  audience  of  his  Majesty  at  Windsor.  The 
bill  was  giveti'up  lor  ai)andotted  by  Lord  Howick^ 
but  the  ministers  were  forced  to  resign :  and  inas- 
much as  the  consequent  change' in  his  Majesty's 
councils  was  the  triumph  of  the  system  and  the 
empire  is  now  groaning  under  tlieir  rule,-  it  is  of 
the  last  con3eqaence  to  the  welfare,  of  lcel,ajQd>  that 
the  particulars  of  the  expulsion  of  their  pttdeces- 
sors  and  tbeir-introduction  intd  the  uncontrouled 
powers  of  the  i^tJlte  should  be  faithfully  placed  be- 
fore her  eyes,  as  a  denouement  ,of  the  pie^e  of  decep- 
tion so  long  played  upon  her.  ,  ^.  ,  • 
T^tirister's  The  iiew  men,  who  had  served  in* several  dapa- 
a.a.nsttbc  citics  undcr  Mt.  Pit t,  .aiid.'iiow  he  had  been  dead 
for  some  time,  assumed  a  confidence  and  conse- 
quence,  which  upon  his  in^mediate,  xlpmise  they 
had  not  arrogated,  but  had  unatumously  declared 
their  incompetency  to  wieklithe  ihachirie  of  state. 
They  wer^  fouzed  itito  courage  by  tlte  secret  advi- 
sers of  the  cro\yn  to  assume  the  awful  ^cli^rge  in 
the  strength  of  the  court  influence,,  aivl  ^'pied  with 
i^ll  the  antiquated  weapons  of  state  intrigue,  u^ed 
durhig  tl-H?  two  last  centuries,  with  the  single  ex- 
ception ot*  the  cry  oip  the  iPretender.  Their  most 
devoted  newspaper  of  jthe  6th  March,  having  given 
a  list  of  the  new  arrangements^  ^id,  .  *'  Su^b  is  the 
*'  Frote^tant  admiuii*tvation,  which   his  Majesty 

livfd  they  had  a  friend,  and  a  friend  to  the  constitution.  Irwir 
move,  Ihat  a  petitiort  be  presented  te  both  Houses  of  the  Impe- 
rial ParHament,  praying  them  to  maintain  the  constitution  in 
Church  an4  Slate,  by  refusing  the  present  demands  of  the  Ro- 
man  Catholics  of  Irebnd.'* 
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^^  firmly: atlacfaed  to  tliose^nciplc>,  v^hioh  seated  '^^'^' 
"  his  famUjr  on  tli^ttBrone,  has  appoitited  to  re- 
'^  place,  at  tonpi^try}  that  would  Ifave  put  the  power 
**  of  tb^  s\v:ord  into  the  handsof  Catholics,  and 
'^  liave  mad^  Catholica  the.  generals  of  our  aimies 
"  a2>4  tbevadniirals  of  our  fleets:"  Mr.  Pitt  and 
his .  c0«0f>oratQrs  raised  the  question  of  Catholic 
emancipation  (certainly  for  the  immediate  puc- 
poses  of  decq)tion)i; '  They  endeavoured  to  retain 
tjie  affections  of  the  Catlwljcs  by  professing  a  con- 
stant attacHtnent  to  that  object.  The  new  men 
inofe  bold,  (perhaps  less  insincere)  put  every  thing 
in  ha;Sard/  by  avowing  their  own  systematic  hosti- 
lity to  tKe  Catholiqsj*  and  denouncing  all  their  . 
friends   in  Parliafnent,  as  determined  en^mi^s  of  ^ 

their  King;  their  country,  and  their  religion. 

If  the  secret  advisers  had  counsdled  his  Majesty  Real  cons^, 
to    dismiss  his  ministers    upon   unconstitutional  J"es^re^ 
ground^  it  is  evident,  that  their  immediate  ^^uc-^j^J'^^^'.JI^ 
cessor^  by  accepting,  of  their  places  became  respon- 
sible for  the  advice,  and  must  stand  or  fall  by  it.    . 
Although  none  of  them  should  have  been  the  ac- 
tual advisers  gf  the  removal  of  their  predece^ors, 
yet  was.  it  through  them  and  by  tlif  ir  means,  thai 
the  advice  was  effectuated.     They  must  therefore 
glVe  up  to  Parliament  the  secret  advisers,  however 
exalted  their  statiort,  or  remain  responsible  for  the 
advfice.     Thei  sole  ground  pf  dismissal.  wa§  the  re- 
fusal ,to  give  jthe  written  pledge  n^vier  more  to  re- 
commend lender  any  circjiimstances  whatever,  any 
further  Catholic  concession.     Had   his   Majesty 
^lismissed  them,  as  some  wickedly   gave  out,  hp-. 
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1807.  ^jiuse  (\^^y  },34  attemftad  tb  im^e.  u^on  of?  it^ 
ceiv^  hik  Maje^ty^  wfaaww  taliioly  warned  of  tt  by 
his trmty ^rvattt  Lord  VIsMiint didtncfiltb,  ^^^ 
dut  of  all  probability,  that  his  MtljMty  AhMild  af- 
ter\Tards  have  offbred  to  ttiiin  thdm  ill  i»»  lervice 
Upon  sigiimg  a  pledge.  What  sittttirtty  was  k  weret 
or  even  publk  pledge  a^iast  a  deoaV6r  md  iti- 
postor  ? 
Kesait  «f       Once  tlic  sccfct  Advistw  df  the  erbVM^  had  sofer 

the  secret  / 

•drisers  workcd  iiDon  the  rbval  tfilad,  as  to  di^f»!^  the 
Gretivilieadtninistratito,  »6  c^inc^e  "m^  tt>  beteft 
to  repeifitance  or  retraf^tatio^.  Thi^refore  %b^  tw 
nlost  prominent  of  the  pnestimed  advise#»  Lords 
Eldon  and  Hawkesbuiy^  obejr&d  his  Maje^ty'fircotii- 
mands,  communicated  ta  (hetii  ihrougii  ihe  t)tike 
of  Cumberland,  in  setting  off  for  WHidbot  at 
seven  o'eloek  in  the  tnoriiing  of  the  l^h  of  Irftifdh; 
they  remained  tliere  till  three  o'clock  in  th«  dftef- 
noon,  and  then  returned  to  London  to  the  £iake  ^ 
Portland^  who  was  too  ihfirm  even  to  travel  to 
Windsor;  with  special  instructions  to  advise  with 
his  Grace  upon  the  formation  of  a  netr  adttiinlstta^ 
lion  :  directing  his  Gmce  at  the  sdnl0  trtim  to  take 
for  his  guidance  the  advico  and  opmicoh  of  Lord 
LoWther  and  Lord  Melvillct.  Lord  Chatltai^  \Va9 
also  brought  up  from  Harwich  and  confeulted  ufon 
the  final  arrangements.  On  the  23d  of  Afarcb, 
Lord  Euston  presented  a  petition  from  the  Chan- 
cellor, Master  a'dd  Schdaifs  of  the  University  of 
Cambridge  against  the  bilt  for  allowing  persons  of 
every  religious  persuasion  to  enter  into  fhe  army 
and  navy.     The  petition  Was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
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taibk;  vsibm  Mr.  Didcensoti  rdse  to  ^pose  it  (  bot  ^^^ 
prefvidttsly  caHed  upon  Lard  Hotrick  tciufdrtn  iSdt 
Hou9e|^  whether  be  were  as  ytt  aathori£6ri  to  com« . 
muiiioate  bis  reascms  for  btving  ^tponed  the  fid  * 
reading  of  tbe  bilL    HUL^d^byp  atii^wei«d  m  t^ 
negative.     At  the  same  time,  he  was  free  to  de- 
cter^  tkM,  aithough  he  had  then  r&cerved  his  Mar 
jesty's  commands  to  deliver  up  his  seals,  his  Ma- 
jesty bad  thought  proper  to  send  for  persons,  not 
employed  as  his  servants,  who  were  then  actually 
engaged  injTormmg  arrangements  for  a  new  admi- 
nistration.  vTbe  eclaircissements  and  minutia  of 
the  cabinet  tactics  forced  from  the  mouths  of  the 
parties   in  tills,  most    extraordinary  contest    for 
power,  furnish  more,  knowledge  and  evidence  of 
the  system,  than  all  the  historical  documents  from 
the  reign  of  Alfred  to  the  establishment  of  the 
doubly  refined  management  of  the  court  and  se- 
nate by  Sir  Robert  Walpolc*     The  Ea^posh  made  by 
Lord  prenville  in  the  Lords,  and  by  Lord   How- 
icfee  in  the.  Commons  on  the  same  day  forms  a. 
most  instrtictive  and  important  lesson   upon  the 
systematic  use  lately  made  of  his  Majesty's  tni-' 
nisters.     After  the  King  had  declared  his  intention 
of  forming  a  new  administration,  and  had  actually 
appointed  some  of  his  new  servants  on  theS^th  of 
March,  Lord  Hawkesbury  proposed  an  adjourn-    .     ". 
ment  for  some  days,  in  order  to  complete  the  new 
arrangements*,  when  Lord  Grenville  rose,  and  af- 

^  The  new  mi&isters  were  appointed  on  several  days  :  for  the 
airrangements  could  not  be  so  hastily  settled,  as  the  83r^tem  was 
anxious  to  get  rid  of  tho  Whig;  or  iqi^epei)dent  part  of  the  old 
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^^  (er  having  pointed  to  the  particular  situation,  in 
which  the  government  of  the  country  then  stood, 
he  remarked,  that  when  about  six  years  before  he 
and  other  servants  of  his  Majesty  had  retired  from 
office,  tliey  did  it  without  explaining  their  motives: 

> 

ministry.    It  was  then  considered  at  an  end,  and  the  new  ap- 
pointmeDU  cominenced  to  be  made  on  the  next  daj^^  viz. 

.  On  the  25th  of  March. ,  Earl  of  Westmoreland  to  be  Lord  Privy 

Seal. 
Lord   Hawkesbury,  Secretary- of  State 

for  the  Home  Department. 
Lord  Vise.  Cjistlereagh,  do.  Colony  aod 

War  Department. 
Geo.  Canning,   Esq.  do.  for  Foreign 
Af&irs. 
On  the  26ihr  do.  .  Earl  Camden«  Lord  President  of  the 

Privy  Council. 
Hon.  Spencer  Perceval,  Chancellor  of 

the  Exchequer. 
Earl  Bathurst,  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade. 
On  the  30th,  do^  '  Right  Hon.  Geo.  Rose*  Vice  President 

31.  Duke  of  Portland, 

Right  Bon.  S.  Perceval, 


Hon.  W.  Elliott, 
\Vm.  Sturges  Bourne, 


jval,  / 

f  Lords  of  the 

'       {      Treasury. 


Marquis  of  Tichfield,       V*^n"'  "'  .. 
'        •  I       Ireasury 

Eail  Chatham,  Master  General  of  the 
1^  Ordnance. 

Sir  James  PulleAey,  Secretary  at  War. 
April  I.  Lord  EI<lon,  Lord  High  Chancellor  of 

Great  Britain. 
Duke  of  Richmond,   Lieut.  Gen.  ^od 

Gen.  Governor  9V  Ireland. 
Duke  of  Montrose,  Master  of  the  Horse 
Ao  his  Majesty. 


-.•;:': 


\^f^ 


I 
■  .  I 

the  cona^gui^ncq  was,  tha,t  jweat  pisrepre^n^te^^         '8pi. 
took  place,  and  tlieir  chari^^ere  "suffered, ^^iP.9)i.'- 

x>  L^  tir    J  x>  J       of  the  Ad- 

,  Lo^  Vise.  PalnpierstoiK  1      ■  "^ 

JainesBuUer,]^(j[.        v  ,   , 
Right  Hori;"^:  lluiicllifc  Presii'eijrof 

.•'  ''  ■'  i'^^'^^  •-•'  I       •'?    ''4ti^»BoaF<|efCb'AtiT)ta.  ■  '•'»'''>'  ■'> 

,  ,  ,      .  .  Geo.  Cai^ninff,  Esq.     ^       Ciammii^i  for 

J  •  '  '        ,"•'*      '        Btike'of'Pottiaftd,     '      'i  nran^ging    , 

'  •"  -i  »  •    v:*'5M  .  •  .7  :*  Speiicertf^e^t  ■■••-.  -tfee^flkirsiof 

'    .     ^i$KHon<  X- Wallae^i 

GeOf.JohbytoneVlSsq*   '  J  *" 
*       •  Lord  B.  Somerset,    ^J6iit'Pkymasi- 

,    .    a9^ClB^qeil9J:-qCIrpI^,:.         -. 
Karl' [of  CblcWtef,  .Post  Maitfer  Ge- 


i^l:/'; 


J  •/•  ■»/. 


'n^ral. 


1  •.     . 
Join*  Sfedrela- 


-••••     •■    "-    '-*'■    '  ^HU*H:'W«;i1fe8iey,    V  "^^'-^''^^ 

.     ,,  .     ,..;...  Sir  W;ra..(J,i;^,  M|i.^er,Q;f  i^  j?^lfcur 
/     .  '  Sir  VicaryGi{)b8,  AttorAejr^epcrail. 

'  .    ::  3lr  Al  Welle»le3^/ Ohief  Secretw^  W 
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^2^  To  prevent  similar  effects,  he  spoke  to  the  general 
subject  nearly  as  follows.' 

ixirdGreii-      Oo  thfcc  qucstions  only  did  Mr.  Ktt.and  Mf. 

pos^oihu  Fox  agrerf  during  the  course  of  their  long  political 
lives.  These  were  the  sinking  fund,  the  abolition 
of  the  slave  trade,  and  what  is  called  the  Catholic 
question.  Two  of  these  had  been  carried ;  the  first 
as  soon  as  it  was  proposed^  and  the  second  after 
great  delay,  and  having  to^encounter  every  species 
of  artifice  ^nd  misrepreaent^tion.  The  third  rested 
upon  such  grounds  of  justice  aiid  policy,  that  he 
could  not  conceive  how  any  one,  who  understood 
the  interests  of  the  coui^try  could  oppose  it.  Oq 
a  former  occasion,  he  had  sacrificed  objects  of  am- 
bition and  gratification,  and  lie  was  ready  to  make 
such*  sacrifices  again.  He  did  it  upon  the  principle, 
that  four  j millions  of  subjects  were  to  be  governed 
by  conciliation  and  kindness,  and^  not  by  intole- 
.  xance  and  exclusion.  Different  overtures  w^re  af- 
terwards made.to  bim  for  his  assistance.  His  an- 
•Wer  invariably  was,  that  his  Sovereign  might  com- 
mand his  services,  but  he  never  would  reUnquish 
the  privilege  of  Sj>ea1king  his  mind  on  th6  question. 
. .  An  opportunity  afterwards  arose,  when  the  Catho- 
:lics  of  Ireland  wished  to  have  their  case  taken  into 
cooKdetatian.  Tliey  did  ^liai  the  honor  of  select- 
ing^ him  to  present  their  petition,  which  he  wil- 
Imgly  actrepted.  tJpon  tl«j  event  of  the  motion, 
which  he  then  made,  it;  w^s  not  necessary  for  him 
^,to  trouble  the.  Houise  with,  any  observations.  The 
majority,  who  rejeioteii  it^  could  not  have  been  un- 
derstood, as  having  ^iftti  a  lasting  pledge,  that 
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they  would  never  accede  to  it    Sotnc  months  after    1807. 
tliat,  tne  country  was  deprived  6f  the  great  States- 
man, who  then  was  at  the  head  of  his  Majesty's 
councils.    The  King  sent  fbr  him,  utnier  the  im- 
pression, that  he  might  be  lisefuli  not  in  supplying 
the  loss  of  that  great  inan,  for  that  wasf  impossible, 
but  m  forming  another  administration.  '  In  form-» 
in^  that  administration,  he  did  recoiQme^d  such* 
persons,  as  he  considered .  to  enterCain  sentiments 
most  congenial  to  the  constitution,  most  of  whom  • 
\fere  known  to  be  friends  to  the  principle  of  grant- 
ing cvpry  indulgence  to  the  Catholics.  When  tljey 
Were  known'  to  entertain  such  sentiments,  could    r 
he  conceive,  that  they  would  be  called  upon  to  ex- 
ercise their  duty  in  any  other  t^ode  than  the  <on^ 
stitutiOQ  req(|dired,  whjclj  waa  in  the  word*  of  their 
oath,  to  give  ^^full^  fair^  and  open  counsel  to  their 
Sovereign^^  and  to  advis,e  kirn  upon  all  occasions^  to 
the  best  of  their  judgments  f  No  idea  was  ever 
holden  out  to  them,  that  there  was  any  objection 
to  the  concessions  in  favour  of  tlie  Catholics/    Far 
from  it.     Within  these  few  days  even,  he  had  au?» 
thority  to  say,  that  they  came  into  c(nincil  with-' 
their  judgments  \infettered.  He  would  at  the  same  «* 

time  acknowledge,  that  it  was  not  their  intention  . 
to  press  any  measure  of  tl^at  nature,  except  neoes* 
sity  required  it.     He  did  entertain  hopes,  that  such' 
a  degree  of  satisfaction  might  he  given  to  the  Ca-^  „      ' 
thdlics  by  his  Majesty*s  represeutatiye  in  Ireland;' 
he  did  hope,  that  they  would  find  that  security  in 
the  consriitutkm  of  the  cabiqct,  th%t  they  woiild' 
Bot  thiiik  it  neceisary  te  stir  the  i^ieatibi);    His 

2  I  2 
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"^  object,  and  the  plgectof  thosev.who  atte4  wltlt 
^^'"'^  hiiDy  was  to  kxii^  together  all  cla$se$^of  his  Majes- 
ty's ^uly ^t$  in  that  couatr j  by  a  aiUd  and  concili- 
atory gpvemment*';  I^e  entertained  hopesj^  that 
such  a  system  would  supersede  the  nocesstt]^  c^ agi- 
tating the  /cjusstiojQy  part^uJarlyt  when  it,  was^  known 
there  we^q  objf ictiaas  tp  it  in  a  cettaixi  q^sit^T^  that 
it  wQuU  be,^tro^gly  opposed  in  Farliacnen^ •  and 
thA^ther^  w^not  my  prospeet;  of  sucp^ss.  £br  a 
cpn^ikjprable  tipie.  Accordingly  thpy.took  .raea- 
^suf/es,  tp.p«:€venti  the  reviva^l  of  the  que^tioD, 
a^d^  th^y  svcoeeded  last  year*.  .3orne:SymptQnis, 
however^  of  that,  disturbed  state, .  wl^^  if^  .hi9 
opiniofi  cpidd  'be  be^t  pievented  by  .thaf;  measure, 
broke  ouU  ^  To.  the^hpjipr  of  the  noble  Jbuke^  who 
represented hisMajestyj^  they  were cQn^)Q8ed»^ not 
by  having  recourse  to.  J^arsh  i^ee^siires^  hutjl^y  civil 
justice  alone.  Theat^p^ionof  ministers  was.  soon 
after  called  to  the;.«ituation^of  Ireland»  by  th^  re- 
presentation of  those,  who  bad  the.  best  means  of 
a$certaiiiing:tbe  state  of  th^  public  roijadin  that 
qpuutryj .  .'.  ' 

Lord  Gren-  ^  t^.^]\^  Itish  Uvv  wcrc  ^idoptcd,  he  meant-the  la\f 
Tut^^"^*  of.  1793,.  would,  ^ot  theEngUsh  Dissentqr  l^ve  a 
right  to  sayj  ^' Uppn  what  principle  of  justice  do 
'*^.yj5iiu  exdud^  me,  Wjliile  you  are  a  friend  to  the 
**  Cattliol jc  J"  Jqt  ,  his  .pairt  hf  j  was.  so  n?uch  » 
ffie^d  tp;batlL  tli^  he  would  have  bo  distinction 
inade^  as  farasfrej^acded  n^vai  or'pilitaff^ 
iyient,  .^t ^was  tl^ffifoft  tlieii?'  ppinicm,  that;  if;  any 
bill  were  tMrougjlt  fm;yv^rdj  it'  slwuld  be  so  fr^med^ 
as  tp  ioclpflf  :|!^i^psrj0f  all,  fe%ip.u^  persuasions ; 


4»<laueh  ifaartl»!opi©loii,  .tba*  lie,»  fisr teie,;thaqg^t  s^^^ 
it  neMssa^y  tOi3ubaiit  the  tne^ure^o  hi^  Sovo- 
feign. ;::  lb  so  doings  the  BWtst f criip«ltni9  wtQ  had 
4)eeQ:  o WrvteL* . :  The  draft.  >  of  the  diipAteh  to,  tte 
Loid  lifluieQflfnib,  rejatiye  to  the  conimupi(^)a,tlp;)9, 
^faidb^He^oad to hayeiwith  tlitf  Q§tHalic3,  w^  ?«]!>- 
iiliit2ie4>^(^rhi&Majeisty9.  and  met  wijtjb  hjbs  ^pprobs^ 
.tiDOi  .  jThrs!  draft  recite^il,  rtbftt  ty  r^p:  act  ^  tj^ 
Irish  iPatliamei^t,  the  awny  ♦pil  A»yy  ^leip  l»id 
iQpearto  t|ie>pdople  of  that  coM^try>  lajoid  <lid  .tb«ii 
propose,  that  it^uld  rhein  his  Maje^y'^  powe^  to 
givie  jeoinraniissiDns,:  suhjjeqttoca.^^taluiQath.  r^h^ 
|»bitcd'  out  the  dififerpaee  hctween  ^  law  of  J798> 
and  thkty^tnchithey  meant  to  propase;  and  hav/ing 
doneihati:  jthey  conceiyeid,  t&at  they  had  done  9^1, 
A^t  ttoa'Bccjessary.  :  Aftet Jsome  objectlotis  his 
Majesty,  gafrelusxonsent, !  that .  the  measure  should . 
ieiproposbd,  and -authority  \Vas  given,  to  the  LocJl 
Lieutenantto  comim^oate^  hy  his  Secretary,  to 
the  heads  of  the  iCaltbolics,  tliajirithe  army  and  navy 
sliKiuld  cbe  ofemed  to  theni.  In.  that  interview^  it  ' 
Avasiasked.  Whether  it  .v/sere. intended,  ;that  them- 
sbric^ibu  i^pecting  generals.  oEn  the"  sitaff  should  he 
done  aivay  ? .  And  it  was.  answered,  in  the  words  of 
tlr^di^atoh,  that  it  was.  The  Lord  Lieutenant's 
dispa^tcb,  ^tatimg;  these  circum^blnces,  was  sent 
tohis  Msgesty  for  ]lis  perusal,  and  returned  witl>- 
out  any  remark.  The  draft  of  another  dispatch, 
iHaiwWertp  thf»,  was  jalso  stent  to  tlie  King,  and 
i^et^rrwtt  M^ithOjit  comment  or  observation  ;of  any 
kift4>  What  were  they  to  conclude  from  this,  biit 
^itt  'his  Majesty  ^pt^oved  of  .those  di&patclies? 
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"^ '  Was  it  possible  to  do  more  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
certaining his  opinion  ?  What  must  be  their  feel- 
ings then,  when  they  saw  libels  circulated,  in  which 
it  \f ais  asserted,  that  they  had  deluded  their  Sove- 
reign ?  The  measure  was' proposed  by  hovd  How- 
ick«  a  man  of  as'  high  and  punctilious  honor  as 
ever  Jived,  and  he  would  not  have  done  feo>  if  he 
had  not  conceived,  that  he  had  iiill  authority  to  do 
it.    That  noble  pcrsoti  came  from  the  corfferencc 
with  a  perfect  conviction,  that  he  had  permission 
to  propose  it.     He  was  at  the  very  time  waiting  at 
the  door  to  be  admitted,  and  Lord  Howick  told 
,him  distinctly  as  he  came  out,  that  he  had  autho- 
rity to  propose  the  measure  to  P^arliatfient.  He  liad 
an  interview  Nyith  the  King  immediately  after,  at 
which  bis  Majesty  did  not  mention  ode  word  upon 
the  subject ;  nor,  indeed,  was  there  a  Word  said  to 
his  Majesty  about  it.  Hewoul<l  ask  their  liordships. 
Whether  the  cifcumstadces  he  mentioned  did  not 
authorize  ihe  conclusion  lie  had  drawn  from  them? 
•  The  bosifiess  was  accordin|gty  opened   by  Lord 
Howick  on  Wednesday  the  4th  of  March ;;'  and  it 
w^as  not  until  the  Uth,  that  he  iinder&^d  some 
tnisconc^ption  existed.   ^Qn  that  day  be  learned 
they  had  been  mistaken,  and  that  bis  Majesty's 
consent  would  be  withheld.    Notlitngroore  passed 
than  expressions  of  disapprobation  on  one  side,  and 
of  concern  on  tjif  other, 
R«niat;oti      Much  discussion  took  place  on  the  n^xt  day 
\^e''bi{jf '*'"  ?tmong  those,    who   were  friendly   to    the   bJIL 
The^  found  they  had  proposed  a  measure  not  SLgitt- 
able  to  his  Majesty,  and  they  came  to  ^  resoluttpOt 
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for  wliich  he  di4Bot  know  they  w^mpexfectly  ex-  ,}^^ 
cuaable^  to  withclraw  parts,  ;of  the  bill,  and  to  sub* 
niit  it  with  xnociificatipns.    They  proposed  to  his 
Majesty  to  be  allowed  to  modify  the  bill  to  that  of 
l753:;^prq)psal^  whiijh  ^vas  received  with  graci- 
ous cQxidescepsk);^    Upopi  rjcflection,  they  found, 
that    the  dii^ulty  Tcspecti^g  the  Pissenters  wa3 
insurmountable ;  and  acHi^otcVingly.  thpy  stated,  in 
writing,  that  as  tliey  cpjifld  ;npt  alter  the  bill  a§    . 
they  wished^  th^y  reyjuested^  .that  they  might  be 
permitted   to  drop  it  altogether.     Perhaps  theijc 
Lordships  would  think  th^jy  ]bia^  goi>.e  toofar  in 
consenting  to  drop  a,  n^^sure,,  ^yhich  they  cbn- 
ceivecl  nece^sajy  for  the  ^fety  of  the  Etnpirje,   Hi^ 
aosweif  ^^ :  they  wished.  I|0  accpnimodate  their 
conduct  Xo  the  feelings  of  hjLs  Majesf;y,     Jhe  ipea- 
sure,  howe\'pr,  wa3  before  Parliaraent,  where  it  re- 
ceived the  warm  approbation  of  many  persons^ 
^iid.  it  was  out  of  their  poyer  jto  stop  the  discus- 
sion.    It  \vas  not  to  be  expected,  that  it  would  be 
allowed  to  drop  without  discussion,  and  without 
ministers  beiqg  called  upon  to  Recount  for  thei|: 
conduct     Had  they  allowed  tl^e  bill  to  drop,  sti^ 
the  measure  would  comp  before  parliament  in  an- 
other shape,  atid  they  Ayould  ^c  obliged  to  explain 
themselves,  and  §tate^hy  the  §ame  conciliating 
policy,  which  they  recorproended  out  of  office, 
\vas  not  followed,'  when  they  w;ere  in.    They  there- 
fore felt  in  to  be  indispensably  necessary  (he  would 
use  thq  very  wprds  they  employed)   humbly  to 
feubmit  to  his  Majesty  a  representation  as  to  their 
future  conduct     They  did  not  state,  that  they 
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• 
^25!!b  TWu*stV(rtttV^t6'1theiris^i'tt  "the  libWty'  b{  MxA^- 
fidg  td'  Hlfe  Mdje*tjr  such  ififeas6i^,  iS  thtfy  rtidaghl 
hiefc^fefeaf^WUh;  itsjKtet  t6  Hie-  tJiitl!6Mfe,'bbt  tit 
k\5ttiiit\tig  '^rm  t6-W4=  Mijisty  for  JiH'dfefaSlilbtii 
they,  ^lijo'  IttfeH^  Qife-  pt*vilegfe<  ttf  'HxipliiMsng: 
th^^sfel*^s/\vfielifevetttuijsul:jectshttdW'bbltf6{ig*it 

t^p]t1iii«e  "bf  ^Wat  tfity  haia^prbposed,  atecbtliptefed 
^tii.in  feWprt^idn  o^  iiegVet,  that  a*y  n^cttisity 
stiould'  aVise  for  aVoifrHrg  sutqft  opitiloi^  bbPaflia- 

caconrtitu-  • '  ^6"  their ifttcr'^stbiiis^taent/hd^teVei-,  tliijy  SHreW 
JSJ.  de-  siiori  attt^i'  <f aWa '  upoA  to  •  gfiv6i  a  •  \vHhe*  ^edge, 
""""•  iha^M  'fm\ier  eoticefesJon  tb  the  CatfeyiJes  ^hbiiM 
i»e  pro^bis^d.  A 'in«i'e jiiibful  cdhViUioft  cbiJW  flbt 
have  tie^o  ittporfifpb^  ^fV^'^et  bf  <n(eA.  l^t 
youTd  'be  tiie?jV  sittfa^teti,  if 'th^y'H^  Ae  tb.tfe  -biofuBdefl 
l)ytli'eii'oa<iiS,'aft'd  JfetCerfed  it  Ihie  satte  tfAie  hjr  a 
written  ei^gageYhe'iit?  W'6k-e  ,thfey  to 'Mtfrlibld  Aat 
^d vice,  Which  they  ini^t  dfeietti  ttecftsiry  for  thie 
safety,  'nay  tlYe  vet^  fexisftttcc  bf  Wife  ebiplle  > 
^at  wouW  be  t!h6  'eiftcft  upbti'  the  '6otestittft?6ii  5 
fcould'it  cxiit^  i^.siit^v  k'  prititipte  \yfefe  h-ecc<gbi*ed, 
as  'tliat'miiiisteW  V^i*^'  afctiri^  bpdti  'k  "^'rit^,  'pfl^d^ 
ol'tile  nature  "he  Wsta  JSuifipose  ^hb-edsl- 

ttice'  oi^'ii'efaiic^'^t  stake,  and  \hiftis«;re  wef^calfed 
iipon  to' accomit  tol"  th^ftii*  Coil^liMj '  \^^^ 
jify  IiiAvctf  by  s^y^n^,'  "Oh J  that  cornc^r  tvas 
"torn  oii't  6f  tW  itiaf)  of  the  Empite,  wWch  was 
".  cdiiimitted  'to  my  'k^ep'irig.'^  Woufd  tmt  the  re- 
cogpitibn  6^'sucli  a-'piindpte  striltfe  tit  the  Vei^y  i-oot 
of  the  cdustrfutioit,  ov"-erturn  ri>e  m^xim, " "  That 
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^'  ^fae  IKitig^Kado  to  inismwg^  fault  tbat  lus  mints-  ^^ 
^^  ttxt  could,"  alidn«-e8tobi^hl)hat  nofnatrouft  aiid 
(&diolBdal  priudple^  by  wliitzfa  a  Sovereign  was 
broiight'to  tiicfbar  of  his  subjects.  He  Wc^ld  not 
take  up  more  x)f  th^ir  Lordsbtp's  time.  When  it 
]^teased  bis  Majesty  to  calibim.to  bis  couticiis,  he 
aiec^ted  thfe  ihviteti^a,  not  as  amatter  ofenjoy«> 
meni;  but  as  a  mai^bet  of  .duty.  He  would  assuse, 
his  suocQssors  .what-ever  tbey  nitght  tliink,  that 
they  toeiiher  came  to  *'  a  bed  of  roses/'  nor  h»vc 
tliey  leHc  wxt  behind  the»i.  As  to  Ireland,  he 
would  say^  that  if  amy  other  system  was  adopted 
thisre,  tbfen  that  whicli  was  so  happily  pursued  by 
by  l|i^  nobie  friend  near  him  (Lord  fUardwkke) 
and  thb  noble  Dufce,  wbo  suoccecbd  bite,  diat 
c^iointey  Mro>dId  be  an  immense  datngo-.  If  evjen 
thosp  rp%ioiu\  aniaiostties  were  revived,  which 
had  produced  such  >exlBaordiiiaiy  exertion^  of  tlie 
authority  x>r  goveruknent^  it  wKbtUd/  ihe  feared,  he 
mspo%m\ka  -aga^ith  tp  allay  aind  conapesie  thetn.  ^ 

*  Although  no  ^debate  ensued  upon  this  Expose  of  Lord  Grea- 
Tille's,  yet  Loi;d  H'^wkesbury  said  some  words,  whicU  threw  consi- 
derable light  upon  the  history*  but  shed  no  lustre  upon  the  honour^ 
and  consistency  of  Mr.  Pitt,  who,  to  regain  his  situation,  volun- 
teered that  very  pledge^  which  Lord  Grenville  aad  his  colleague* 
nobly  declined,  when  called  upon  by  their  Sovereign  to  subscribe. 
*'  As  Ltfrd  Grenville  had  mentioned  what  he  conceived  to  be  the 
"  line  of  his  duty,  by  instancing  the  conduct  of  that  great  man, 
"  Mr.  Piit,  who,  when  he  went  out  of  office,  on  this  very 
"  (jilestion,  yet  on  his  return  did  voluntarily  state,  that  he 
"  never  would  brino:  the  subject  again  junder  his  Royal  con^ide- 
'*  ration.  Whence  did  this  disposition  arise,  but  from  a  laudable 
**  attention  to  the  conscientious  feelings  of  his  Sovereign.  He 
**  did  not  state  this  with  any  'view^of  casting  the  smallest  rt- 
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^J^!!;^  '  On  the. same  day  after  Mr.  Huskkson  had  nior- 
L^rd  Howled  IB  the  House  of  Commons,  that  they  should 
pott,         adjourn  to  tlie  Wednesday  se^nnight^  Lord  Howlck 
addressed  the  Speaker  in  a  very  impressive  miin* 
Ber;  he  prefaced  the  explanation,    which  l^e  bad 
promised  ^ou  tiic  preceding  evening,  with  several 
observations,  which  were  nearly  similar  to  those 
made  by  Lord  Grenvilte,  and  then  spoke  nciarly  as 
follows :  ^*  Sir,   it  is  neither  in  my  nature,  nor  in 
my  habits,  to  shrink  from  the  examination  of  my 
Kfe,  but  I  am-  induced  to  this  alternative,  either  to 
submit  to  have  the.  public  mind  prejudiced  by  re- 
potts  and  misrepresentations,  supported  by  p^tial 
esfctracts  from  confidential  papers,  or,  m  the  abs^ce 
of.those^  who  cannot  now  be  present,  to  do  that, 
which  justice  to  myself  and  to  my  colleague  im- 
periously calls  upon  me  to  do.     By  a  fair,,  open, 
aiid  manly  exposition-  of  every   part  of  the .  late 
li*ansactix>u9y  to  afford  the  only  antidote  against 
the  mischievous  effects  of  those  garbled  ^tatenrent^ 
ami  wilful  misrepresentations^.*     Under  such  cjr- 

'*  pHiacb  on  Lord  Grenville,  whose  conduct  was  diflfcrent,  but  to 
/  sl>€w  the  regard,' which  a  great  minister  had  paid  to  the  wishes 
**  of  his  King,  on  a  question  which  involved  scruples  of  con- 
"'  science  in  the  Royal  breast.'* 

*  In  a  subiiequent  debate  on  the  !5th  of  April,  upon  Mr. 
Lyttleton's  motion,  which  will  be  noticed  hereafter.  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  explicitly  admitted  that  *'  What  gentlemen  had  seen  of 
'*  'the  documents  connected  with  this  transaction,  had  been  pro- 
**  duced  by  the  permission  of  his  Majesty,  which  permission  had 
"  been  solicited  by  his  Majesty's  confidential  sei*vsmts,  in  con- 
•*  sequence  of  tl^ir  knowledge,  that  these  minutes  had,  been 
, ,  "  coMpwiii^ued  to  ttpo  individuals^  not  tnembcrs  of  the  cabinet,  a<7r. 
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cumstances^  Sir,  it  js  impossible  in  the  fulfilment  ^JJ^ 
of  my  duty  to  myself,  ^to' my  colteagmes,  to  this 
House,  apd  to  tlie  country,  to  suffer  such  a  period     ^ 
to  elapse  before  I  make  this  explaoatbn^  as  mmX 
necessarily  intervene,  ere  the  persons,  to  whom  I 
have  alluded,  can  resume  their  seats  in  Pailianient.     , 
TI>eir  absqn.ce,  however,  will  have  this 'effect,;  it 
will  induce  me  to  con6ne  myself  as  closely  as  pos-' 
sible  to  a  dry  statement  of  facts.  It  is  well  knoAyn, 
Sir,  that  when  tlve  late  administration. was  formed* 
it  contained  in  it  many  riiembers,  whose  ppinio»i^ 
and  principles  on  what  is  termed  the  Catholic  ques- 
tion had  been  recently  manifested  in  that  most  au- 
thentic way,  in  which  the  opinions  and  principles 
of  public  men  can  be  manifested,  hy  tl>eir  speeches 
and  votes  in  Parlianient.     They  came  into,  admi- 
nistration,  therefore,  with  z,  general  knowledge  of 
those  principles  and  Qpinious  ;  for  certainly  no  ex-  - 
pectation  cpuld  have  been  efitertained,  that  those 
persons,,  whose,  characters  were  sufficiently  known, 
would  be  wilfmg,  for  the  sake  of  any  considera^ 
tions  of  emolumeut,  to  abandon  principles,  which 
they  h^  so  lately  ahd  warmly  espoused.   No  such 
requisition^  was , proposed  .to  them;  if    it  haclv  it 
would  Jiave,  b^en  incumbeut  on  them,  in  support  of 
th«;ir  honor,  al^d  l^m  surf,  that  they  wodid  have 
felt  it.  strongly  to   be   their  duty  tben,  as  now, 
to  decline  office.    -While  I  assert,  that  the  senti- 
ments, of  the  greater  part  of  tlie  members  of  the. 
late  administration  on  this  sQb^ect  Svere  well  known. 

^  fif  hi^  Mafesty't  privy  co«nc»7/'    Such  breach  and  abuse  of 
cabinet  secrets  commaad  deep  reflection. 
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Jj^ILi  ^^  their  coitimg  iiitb  power,  I  ^aftbt.fJWftencT'to 
^""'^  deny,  tljut  the  diffi.oiiltie35  which -fJxk^  ki  -the 
way  of  any  .&rther  doncesMm  to  thte  Cl<^oKtis  olT 
EnglaBd  ami  Ittlam!  weve  also  well  knoWii.     But 
as  tiiey  catiie  rata  office  aiifettei>Dd;  aotl  free  to 
ofief  their  advice  on  this  importluM  qutetiony  m> 
alsQ,  I  will '  answer  ibr  eveiy  i«Kl»ridtia)'  oif  thetn, 
they  eame  into  otfice  with  a  sincere  ded^e,  while 
they  adhered  to  their  priiK^iples, '  to  av^^kt  every 
subject,  that  might  prove  repugnant  to  •  those  fefel-^ 
higs,  which  they  were  hound,  by  fevety  riiotive  of 
duty,  of  aiFecftiob,  add  of  attachment,  to  feispcct. 
Ti)is*  was  the 'state  of  the  case ;  their  opinions  -on 
tlje  Catlwlic  question  were  well  known;  biit  they 
htsped,  by  a  conciliatory  mode  df  government  M 
keep  iJie  quesfiM  a(  rdsi.     F6r  a  long  titiie  no  dif- 
ficulty occurred;  at  kiigth,  towards  the  end' of 
kst  year,  some  dircnmstahces  took  place  in  the 
We&t  df  fieland;  ^^^  ^^^  4a1iiahli*'  and  (1  miich 
fear)  the  ino^t  vultieraWe  part  of  therein  prre,  which 
catled  -upon  hrs  Majesty's  Aiiiiiistei^y  fot  atteatioti, 
and'  which  strongly  excited -the 'anxiety,  'tlikt  Siich 
€irtfnmstanee$  must  liatmally-  excite.  '  lP&\t^lling 
fA  i^e  Wiat,  force,  wbtdi,  but'twb  ddys  after  the 
ii^ettng'of  Ihfs  Parliament,  was  strongly  tecbhi- 
m^i^^d  by'  a  person  rp  that  lltettse  (Mr?^rcev2ll) 
yho  Avas  too  impatient  to  wait  fbr  the  operattOn'of 
the  more  lenient  measuifes,  his' Maj'esty's  ifnhiisrtett 
hoped  (ami  that  hope  Was  gratified)  ^to  tedlice  thie 
spirit  of  distu'/'bance,  ^  that  had  'been  manifested,  by 
^  vigorous  exfcrtioix  of  fhe  power,  of  the  laws  alo^e,. 
vvitliout  resorting  tg  any  inteippeate  pro/ce^Ungs^ 
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This  qipcjirrroce^  l?05v^  led  to  th^cpn-  ^ 

sid^iratioh  pf  som^ ^m^asur?,. ,  which"  tnight  ^t  .qtice 

give  Aatisfactipa  to.the  pepple  of  Irekn^V  ^^ 

strengthen  the  pajc^n^  ^iid.  poUcy;  of , the  Empire. 

Varibi^  wtfie  the  prppositidns,  th^t  were  agitated 

in  the  cabinet^  bMtthajt,  which  was.  deemed  to  be 

.  tb^  most  stdvantageous,  was  whit  I  had  tht  honor 

of  fc/pjpimmendiug.tp  tl^e  adoption  of  this  Hotise. 

It  app^^red  to  u9.4:alcu}at^  to  be  lilglily  benegcial 

to  tfae'Empitie  at  large^ .  hy  (ifiT/^rdixig  ti^e  me^ins  of 

recp^itiogito  the  gi^atesit  possijble.^;xteat^  the  armj . 

•ia^ud  tlie  Ji^v^^>  ffo^  Which  so  ihaft}/;  fierson^  fn? 

ikow  <t3^<duded,by  wha^^xr^  ^osiqelve  to  be^eakamd 

itt  uaderstood  pQiicy^    It  appeared  ta  usicafculated 

toibe.  h\g\i\s  be^ieficialto  Irelapd  for  the  xeasotis^ 

iwrhiphl have  befoDB  jitated  itt  this. Hause*[  as.te^n4- 

iQg.  tp  tranqfUlia^  that  country^  by  hoiding  ot»t 

to  tlie  i^l^y  the  pi'ospect  of  risu3g  \v,(ht  militarj^ 

Md  Qteval  stervkest  and  thu^  attaching  them  tp^m 

<K)untry ;  and  also  by  affording  a  vent  to  tte  per-: 

Hps  superabundant  ^ppputation  of  Ireland,    aiid 

thus- drawing. fr^ni  the  ^urcea  of  disjc^ontertt,  the 

medn^  qf  strength  and  u^ion.    While  this  measure 

W^s-«i4der  the  c^usi^eratioa  of  his  ^je^ty's  nii- 

(Lferters,  letters  were  Tcceiyed  ^*om  tjhe  ;r^pv<l  Liety.e^ 

nant'of  Ii-elawd,  in  whiph  his  Grace  stated,  Jthat  ^ 

dis|)osit4on  had  arisen  among  the  Catholics  to  pro* ' 

-sepute'the  cUimSj  which  .they  had  so'l^t^ly  and  ,sq 

UDsuiCcessfuUy  ,^rged  ifr  tJie  Imperial  ParljaineDt.  J 

was  tlie  jknpwn:  supporter  of  those  claims,  but  I  ' 

cQiald  n^t  avoid,  coniideiing  the  prosecution  0/ 

thetn.  at  Uut  moment  as  musi> impolitic.    As  far 
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^^J^  as  my  private  opinion  went,  I  did  strongly  recom- 
inend  tlie  discontinuance  of  any  such  attempt 
The  impartial  measure  then  under  contemplation 
appeared  admiraWy  suited  to  induce  that  discon- 
tinuance, and  that  discontinuance  was  eifected. 
Such,  Sir,  were  our  inducements  of  policy  and 
principle.  "  - 

•   „,     ..     ^^^  we  had  also  another  inducement:  'Wc  did 
continues    Hopc,  that  the  hmitcd  measure  would  not  encoun- 
"Tnim^Sr   ter  the  opposition,  to  which  we  well  knew  tlie  ge- 
P««*u«.       jQ^j-ai  qj^stion  was  eJcposed.     In  neterting-  to-  the 
act  of  the  Irish  Parliament  of  1793,  we  found, 
that  a  pledge  had  been  given  by  the  highest  Ser- 
vants of  the  Crown,  that  a  similar  measure  would 
be  brought  forward  in  this  country.    Thii?  was  re- 
corded   in  the  Secretary  of  State's  office,  by  a 
dispatch  frcna  Lord  Hobd.rt,  in  which  he  distinct- 
ly stated  the  fact.      This  becoming  a  question, 
not  of  policy  alone,  but  also  of  good  faith,  wc 
did  hopr,  that  the  hmitcd  measure. might  receive 
,  the  assent  and  approbation  of  what,  on  the  mor^ 
'general  question,  we  were  a^w4re   the^re  was  no 
hope  J  and  which 'general  question  we  fberefore 
Mfudhusly  (woided.     On  these  grounds,  the  tnca- 
*ure,  that  I  had  the  honor  of  intro<lucing  into  thd 
House,  Was  submitted  to  his  Majesty.    A  detailed 
dispatch,  which  I  wish  it  was  in  my  jwnver  to  lay 
upon  the  tabled*  was  written  to'  the  Lord  IJeule** 
nant  of  Ireland,  stating  explicitly  the  motives. of 
thi4  measure,  and  this  detailed  dispatch  was  sent 
to  his  Majesty,  accompanied  by  a  cabinet  hiinisten 
Frum  that  first  proposition,  his  Majesty  certainly 
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expressed  a  strong  dissent     On  that  dissent  hav-  ^  ^^^^ 
ing  bieea  made  known  to  them,  the  cabinet  deli- 
belted,  and  the  result  was,  a  respectable  repre^ 
sentation  to  his  Majesty  of  the  grounds,  on  which 
they   thought  the  measure  expedient.     To  those 
representations  was  retiirned  an  answer,  in  which 
his   Majesty,    with  considerable   reluctance,    un- 
questionably signified  his  assent  j  certainly  with 
reluctance;  but  it  w^z  positive  assent.     Under 
the  ^atiction  of  that  assent/  the  dispatch  was  sent 
to   the  Lord  Lieutenant.    At  a  conference  with 
tome  of  the  Catholics  in  Ireland,  Mr.  Elliott,  the 
Secretary  of  State,  informed  them  of  the  separate 
measure;^  which  it  was  intended  to  propose.  Somi; 
discussion  ensued ;  and  to  a  question  from  a  Mr* 
O^Conhor,  whether  evejy  rank  in  the  array  were  to 
1)6  open  to  the  Catholictj,  or  whether  they  were 
still  to  be  precluded  from'^the  staff,  Mr.  Elliott's 
answer  was^  that  as  the  woids>pf  the  dispatch  im*^, 
plied,  that  the  Catholics  wou^d  be  allowed  to  hplcl 
any  commissions  in  the  army,  on  taking  the  09th 
jQf  allegiance,  he  conceived  that  the  staft'  was  in* 
eluded.     A^ dispatch  containing  a  speciaj  account 
of  tills  conference,  was  sent  to  his  Majesty's  go- 
vernment at  home,  ^nd  sooji  after  a  second  dis- 
patch, in  which  it.  was  stated,  that  the  subject 
had  b^^n  referj:e<i  to  ihe  consideration  of  a  gene-  • 
lal  meeting  of  t J w;  CatJiolics,  by  whoiij,  notwith^ 
standing  the  doubts,  that  had  bjeen  incidentally 
throWB  out,  it  was  understood,  that  every  military, 
WtuatiQn  was  to  be  re;^dered  accessible  to  th^ai^ 
These  dispatches.   Sir,  containing  tliese  explicit 
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statements,  were  s^t  to  bjs  Majesty  at  Wiridsor, 
and  received  his  most  gragious  perusal ;  but  no  ob- 
jection whatever  was  then  made  by  his  M^ei^ty  to 
the  measure,  to  whicb  th^y  rpkted.     Howeyer, 
subsequently  to  this  period/there  certainly  did  arise 
a  doubtj  whether  the  measure  had  been  distinctly 
understood  in,  its  fullest  extent.    It  is  pnly  fair  to 
Say,  that  this  doubt  origin^tgd  with  somp  mepibers 
of  the  cabinet.     Op  its  beinjg  started,,  I,  apdi  §9WP 
others,  with  whom  I  H^d  the  hqnpr  to  act,  xy^r^ 
most  anxious,  that  it.should  be  cqn»p)eteW  jr^fl^iovr 
ed,  before  the.  iatrodui^tion  into  ^^rli^pi^nt.      | 
have  alwav'^  considered*  that  a  ministi^r  in  J^arlia^- 
ment  acts  in  a  double  capacity  ;  he  acts  as^  a  minis- 
ter, and  hearsas  an  indivrdual  n^ember  of  Parlia- 
ment*    Tie  riiay  introduce  or  support  a  mea^ur? 
unconnected  vvtfhgovernth^nt  cpnsidcratioijs.  Sucli 
was  the  <:Quduct  of  *!lVIr.  Pitt  bn  the  proposttlons 
for  reform,;  aqd  for  the  abolition   of  tne  Slave 
Tfade ;  the  latter  pf  which  has,  th^nk  God,  bepn  at 
last  effeqted,  and  is  a  measure  which;  if  there' were 
nothing  else  to  distinguish  the  l^te  goverijmeiit 
during  tho.  shoxt  pej'iocf,  that'it  hachexistrd,  will 
shed  on  it  suifici^nt  lustre/   fiut  when  a  member 
of  administration  introduces  any  me^sureas  ajiiea- 
sure.of  government,  it  is  most  clearly  his  di^ty  to 
T)e  previously  convinced,  that  he  has  the  concur- 
rence of  the  cabinet,  and  the  sanction  .6f  royal 
authority.   .  1  ;|6houkl,  indeed,  have  thought'  my- 
self reprehensible  in  the  highest  .degree,   and  de- 
serving of  all  the,  foul  reproach,  that  has  been  so 
lavishly  bestowed  upon  iTie,  tuid  I  introduce^  tW 
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measures  which  1  did  introduce,  without  hating  .  ?8ot. 
ascertained,  that  it   had  the  concurrence  of  the 
the  cabinet  and  the  sanction  of  tlie  King. 

I  have  before  stated,  that  a  doubt  sprung  up  Further 
with  regard  to  the  latter :  it  was  therefore  deter-  ^.Se  a^ 
that  I  (Lord  Spencer  being  absent  on  account  of  ^^*^ 
ill  health)  should  write  a  dispatch  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  inclosing  those  clauses  of 
the  bill,  in  which  the  proposed  measure  was  con^ 
tainefl,  and  restating,  in  conformity  to  the  senti* 
ments  in  the  dispatch,  which  had  been  sent  in 
answer  to  the  communication  of  Mr.  Elliott's  con- 
ference, that  every  commission  in  the  army  ^vas  to 
be  open  to  the  Catholics.     This  dispatch  I  wrote 
with  as  much  clearness,  as  it  Was  in  my  power  to 
do.    With  these  claiwes  it  went  to  the  King  oft 
Mondayi     On  Tueiiday  it  returned  from  Windsor, 
without  the  slightest  hint  of  objection  on  the  part 
of  his  JVf  ajesfy ;  and  as  I  had  been  accustomed  to 
do,  on  receiving  the  royal  sanction,  I  immediately 
forwarded  the  dispatch  to  Iipeland.     In  the  mean 
time  objections  were  stated,  merely  in  point  of 
form,  to  the  mode  of  proceeding  in  this  measure 
by  clauses  in  the  Mutiny  Bill,  and  on  a  full  recon- 
sideration of  the  subject^  it  was  thought  better  to 
introduce  a  separate  bilL    On  Wednesday  I  attend- 
ed the  levee  at  St.  James's,  and  had  my  usual  au- 
dience of  his  Majesty.     After  tliat  audience,  his 
Majesty  enquired,  what  business  v\f9^  going  for- 
ward that  day  in  the  House  of  Commons?  I  re- 
plied, that  the  Murtny  Bill  was  to  pass  through 

one  of  its  stages,  and  explained  to  his  Majesty  the 
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,^^^  reasons,  which  had  induced  me  to  embody  the 
clauses  tor  allowing  the  Catholic's  adnnssion  into 
the  army  and  navy  in  a  separate  bilL  His  Majes- 
ty approved  of  the  change,  and  then  asked  me, 
whether  the  bill  were  tlie  $ame  as  the  Irish  bill  ot 
1793?  I  stated  in  what  the  difference  consisted; 
observing,  that  it  had  been  fully  detailed  in  tlie  va- 
rious dispatches  previously  submitted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's ios|>ection.  Here,  Sir,  I  must  acknowledge, 
tliat  his  Majesty  did  express  a  general  dislike  and 
flisapprobation  of  the  measure ;  but  not  in  such  a 
manner,  as  to  induce  me  to  conclude,  that  the  re- 
luctant assent  originally  given  by  his  Majesty  was 
withdrawn,  and  that  I  was  not  empowered  to  in- 
troduce the  bill.  What:  confirmed  me  in  my  opi- 
nion was,  that  my  Lord  Grenvilte  had  a^sub$equent 
audience  with  Ids  Majesty,  ia  which  his  Majesty 
4iid  not  make  a  single  observation  on  the  bilL  On 
Thursday  or  Friday  (I  do  not  recollect  which)  I 
introduced  this  bill  into  the  House.  During  tk 
whole  of  a  week,  although  I  had  various  commuiii- 
cations  with  his  Majesty  on  other  subjects,  his 
Majesty  did  not  make  the  slightest  objection  (o 
this  bill,  nor  was  any  intimation  on  the  subject 
received  from  his  Majesty,  untill  the  Wednesday 
.  loilowing ;  at  which  tjme  I  was  precluded  from 
atiepding  my  duty  in  this  House  by  a  family  cala- 
mity, when  his  liilajcsty  stated  decidedly  his 
.olyecliou3  taajiy-cxteiisionof  the  provisions  of  the 
Irish  act  of  I7j33,  From  that  moment,  we  were 
convinced,  that  his  Majesty  liad  misunderstood  the 
subject ;  or  rather,  I  was  convinced^  that  I  had 
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misunderstood  his  Majesty*  Haviqg  unfortunate-  ^^l, 
ly  introduced  tfee  measure  into  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, in  the  belief,  that  I  was  sanctioned  to  do 
so  by  the  King,  I  immediately  suspended  any  fur»- 
tlier  proceedings  on  the  bill,  demanded  an  audience 
ef  his  M ajesj:y  on  the  following  day,  and  convinc- 
ed him,  that  I  had  been  misled,  and  that  I  had 
misunderstood  those  gracious  expressions,  which 
he  had  used  on  tlie  subject  on  a  former  occasion. 

'*  From  that  moment  it  became  the  most  anxious  Royai  ob- 
consideration  of  ministers  how  to  reconcile  their  Lord  "how^ 
public  duty  with  their  respect  for  the  fei'lings  of**^*^'  **'"' 
Ws  Majesty.     We  attempted  to  correct  the  bill  j 
but  the  objection  of  his  Majesty  was  so  extensive, 
that  we  found  it  was  impossible  sp  to  modify  the 
measure,  as  to  remove  that  objection,  and  at  the 
same  time  leave  it  efficiently  beneficial.     In  this 
situation  we  preferred  abandoning  the  bill  altogc* 
tl^er.    In  doing  thi»,  Sir,  I  own,  that  I  made  a  ^ 
most  painful  sacrifice  of  all  personal  feelings  to  my 
sense  of  public  duty :  but  this  is  a  sacrifice,  which^ 
ijowever  painful,  I  trust  I  shall  never  hesitate  to        , 
make.     We  therefore  offered  to  withdraw  the  bill, 
hut  at  tl>e  sante  time,  we  felt  thjp  necessity  of 
adding  something   to  that  offer.      On  a  former 
occasion  a  desire  had  been  mtimated,  that  nothing 
of  that  kind  should  in  ftrturerhe  pressed.     Other 
intimations  had  been  made  of  a  similar  nature.  We, 
therefore;  thought  it  right  to  r<iserve  to  ourselves 
the  power  of  expressing  our  opinion,  and  of  sug- 
gesting to  his  Majesty  auy  future  measure,  that 
might  seem  to  us  expedient,  accompaniied,  how- 
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1807.  ever,  with  a  respectfi>l  declaratien,  that  all  the 
meiitberft  <rf'  the  cab'tmjt  were  inost  eager  to  contri- 
biite  every  tiling  m  their  power  to  bis  Majesty* 
personal  ease  and  comfort.  This  part  of  our  pro- 
ceeding. Sir,  has  been  most  shanwfnUy  misrepre- 
sented to  the  public.  In  talsely  stating,  that  we 
wished  to  reser^'e  to  ourselves  the  right  of  pressing 
this  subject  on  his  Majesty  in  future,  it  has  been 
omitted,  tliat  our  only  risk  was  to  subifnit  any  mea- 
sure to  his  Majesty^s  revision  ;  it  was  omitted,  that 
we  assured  his  Majesty  of  our  earnest  desire  to  re- 
gard his  personal  ease  and  comfort  Sir,  in  what 
situation  should  we  have  been  placed,  bad  we  not 
retained  the  right  of  expressing  our  sentiinents? 
The  bill  introduced  by  us  must  be  withdrawn.  I 
certainly* felt,  that  without  exposing  his  Majesty's 
opinion,  I  might  have' assigned  sufficient  reasons 
for  withdrawing  the  bitt,  on  account  of  the  oppo- 
sition, which  had  been  made  to  it;  but,  Sir,  was  it 
possible,  consistently  with  mine  honor,  and  con- 
sistently with  my  sense  of  duly  to  my  colleagues, 
that  I  could  refrain  from  declaring  my  own  senti* 
ments^upon  it  ?  Besides,  in  wilhrlrawing  this  mea- 
litare,  we  had  actually  to  look  to  a  Catholic  peti- 
tion, and  to  the  pressing  the  general  question  with 
moie  eagerness  than  ever,  on  tiie  consideration  of 
I^rliament  His  Majesty  in  reply,  expressed  his 
siatisfaction  at  the  deference  we  had  shewn  him, 
but  required  us  to  withdraw  the  other  paxt  of  our 
statement,  and  to  give  an  assurance  in  writingi 
not  only,  that  we  would  never  agaiiv  propose  the 
measure  in  qiiestiox)^  but  also^  that  we  woukl  never 
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propose  any  measure  connected,  with  it  As  far  as  >'^7- 
personal  motives  operated  in  this  demand,  I  am 
convinced,  that  they  weie  of  the  purest  diiescrip- 
tiofi.  For  daring-  the  short  time,  that.  I  had  the 
honor  of  being  in  bis  Majesty's  service^  I  bajve 
had  freqjuent  apportunitiei  of  r6nf>ai;king  hisr  Ms^ 
je&ty's  gracious*  and  benevolent  aifisctioav  fof  bia 
peapte,  and  the  anxious  desij^e^i  by  which  he  i€ 
uyged  to  promote  their  wel&r^.  As  far,  tlierelare^ 
Sir,  a9  his  M^sty  was  person^iHy  <20ncefBed,  £ 
can  liave  no  diaubt>,  that  in  this  demand  he  wad  a^« 
tuated  by  tlie  mo6t  honorable  and  conisciealiioufr 
motives  alone^  But  neither  I>  ner  any  of  my  edl-^ 
leagiises  being  able  to  asseivtr  to'  this  requisiibiosi;, 
we  stated  to  his  Majesty  the  impossibility  ef  o\kt 
camplying  with  it.  The  next  day  his  Majesty,,  ini« 
the  s^me  gracious  manner,  that  Mns  have  been^ae^ 
cu^med,  W  experienee  fnovb  bim,  i^lbrined  ds, 
that  he  must  look  out  for  new  servaiikts;  Twa' 
days  afterwards  I  was  authorised,  tfo  sUiftcTtliis  etr* 
cumstance  to  the  House,,  and  on-  Tuesday  last  his: 
Majesty  signified  bis  pleasure,  tliat  we  should  re^ 
sign  our  offices  next  day.  This.  is.  a^  statemei^  of 
the  whole  tcamsaction,,  as.  fer  as  it  caa  be  stated^ 
wit^hout  a  reference  to.  the  yaf ious'  documents,,  that 
I  have  described.  I  much  wlslh^  that  tivdse  docu- 
noenlSy  ia  an  unmuitilated  state^,  were  before  the 
House  and  the  public  ;  and  if  lais^  Majesty  will  be 
graciously  pleased  td  give  orders,  to  bis  servants  to 
produce,  them,  I  for  one  shall  be-  grateful.  Tljose' 
documents  will  bear  me  completely  out  in-  tiie  as- 
sertions: first,  that  we  did  not  propose  the  mea- 
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w^-  sure  to  his  Majesty  Without  having  sufficient  mo- 
tives for  so  doing:  secondly,  that  we  did  not  pro- 
pose the  measure  to  Parliament  without  sufficient 
reason  to  be  satisfied,  that  it  liad  his  Majesty's 
concurrence  :  thirdly,  that  when  we  discovered  his 
Majesty's  unsurmountable  objection  to  the  measure, 
we  fulfilled  our  duty  by  acceding  to  it;  and  that 
in  adding  the  respectful  re(juest  to  allow  us  the  11- 
l)erty  to  state  our  opinions  on  that  subject,  and  to 
propose  to  his  Majesty  any  future  moasure,  that  we 
might  think  expedient,  accompanied  with  the  as- 
surance of  our  anxiety  for  his  Majesty's  personal 
ease  and  comfort,  instead  of  improperly  pressing 
the  question  on  his  Majesty,  we.  were  simply  doing 
that,  which  not  to  have  done,  would  have  been  to 
have  justly  subjected  ourselves  to  the  reproach  of 
every  honest  and  honorable  mind. 
KflRectsof  No  change  in  his  Majesty's  councils  ever  pro? 
Btitutionai  duced  so  violent  an  embarrassment  amongst  the 
'  persons  calling  themselves  Kings's  Men,  as  the  pre- 

sent. The  unconstitutional  pledge  against  the 
oath  of  a  privy  counsellor  was  too  rank  and  glaring 
to  be  openly  abetted  by  any  man,  who  even  pre- 
tended to  jprinciple.  The  progress  of  the  transac- 
tion for  the  first  three  weeks  was  too  substantially 
established  to  admit  the  surmise  of  any  misconcepr 
tion.  And  his  Majesty's  offer  to  continue  his  ser- 
vants,  if  they  would  sign  the  pledge  demanded, 
Vfas  a  full  refutajtion  of  any  intended  imposition  or 
deception  :  agaitist  ^yhich  it  wovfld  be  up  security, 
>yhen  signed. 
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Ireland  had  been  governed  for  five  years  by  Lord  J?^^ 
Hardwicke,  during  which  he  and  his  undermana-Lordiforf^ 
gers  had  contrived  to  keep  the  grand  question  of dfeDceofilie 
emancipation  at  rest,  under  a  hollow  semblance'''"*^' 
of  coiucifiation.     It  was  natural  therefore  for  his 
Lordship  to  sympathize  with  those,  who  had  openly 
professed,  that  their  aim  was  to  continue  that  sys- 
tem of  keeping  the  Irish  Catholics  satisfied  and 
quiet  without  the  attainment  of  what  he  had  been 
expressly  sent  over  to  prevent  their  enjoying.     His 
Loidship  having  had  serious  differences  with  Mp. 
Pitt  and  Mn  Foster  in  the  latter  end  of  his  vice- 
royalty,    had  formally  attached  himsdf  to    the 
Grenville  party.    He  \YeH  understood  the  open  and 
secret  movements  of  the  court  and  cabinet:  and 
under  all  these  alarming  symptoms  he  waited  upon 
the  King,  and  solicited  a  private  audience,  which 
was  the  more  readily  granted,  as  his  LorcNhip  had 
long  been  a  personal  and  confidential  favourite  of 
his  Majesty.     He  came,  he  said,  to  perform  an 
ungracious  duty.     His  Majesty  would  be  sensible, 
how  unpleasant  it  was  to  him  to  state  opinions  op» 
posite  to  those  of  his  Sovereign,  in  his  presence, 
which  nothing  but  his  Majesty's  own  interest,*and 
that  of  the  Empire  would  have  forced  him  to  do. 
The  King  said,  he  was  fully  persuaded  of  that ;  for 
that  he  and  his  family  had  never  joined  any  fac-  ^ 
tion,    and  he  hoped   ne\*er  would.,    Lord  Hard- 
wicke then  entreated  his  Majesty  to  consider,  whe- 
tlier  it  woukl  not  be  most  advisable  for  him  to  be 
satisfied  with   the  concession  his   ministers  bad  .       ' 
made  in  giving  up  the  Catholic, Offic^er's  Bill  with- 
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^•w,    out  dismissing  tb^ra.    He  humbly  ventured  to  ad- 
"""^  visa  bis  M^esty  to  stpp  there ;  persuaded,  that  it 
would  be  most  for  the  quiet  and  peace  of  Ki3  Ma- 
jesty'a  mind.  ^  Those,  who  were  to  succeed  in  the 
ministry^  were  in  his  firm  opinion  of  thcm^  and 
from  tl^ir  having  formerly  shrunk  from  those  si- 
tuations utterly  unequal  to  carry  on  the  govern- 
ment    The  appointment  of  such  a  ministry  inust 
end  in  a  dissolution  of  Parliament    A  violent 
measure  at  that  time ;  and  one»  in  which  ^o  feeble 
a  ministry  must  have  recourse  to  religious  violence, 
the  base  cry  of  no  Papery ^  Church  ip  (hnger,  &c. : 
and  tl^ey  would  necessarily  divide  his  Majesty's 
subjects.    He  had  been  five  years  in  Ireland,  and 
he  was  sure,  that  such  a  violent  spirit  raised  ia 
Englatid,  must  tend  to  alienate  the  Iri&Ii  still  wor^ 
from  the  English,  by  obliging  them  to  consider 
the£nglisli  as  decidedly  hostile  to  the  suc^^ess  of 
their  petition.     His  Majesty  must  know,  that  tbe 
present  ministers  had  gained  voices  in  Ireland  in 
the  la,te  elections;  apd  th^t  they  had  since  become 
still  nuxre  popular  by  the  enquiries  they  had  insti* 
tuted,  by  avoiding  taxes^  and  by  consulting  upon 
manf  occasions  the  interests  and  the  wishes  of  tbe 
people.    And  for  all  those  reasons,  he  hupibly  of' 
fered  his  advice  to  his  Majesty  to  retain  his  present 
ministers.     The  King  was  exceeding^  civil  in  bis 
manner,  said  very  little,  but  observe<l  during  the 
conversation,  that  those,  \yho  b^d  advised  hm  to 
dismiss  his  ministers,   me^Wt  very  weU>  ftt  Jiny 
rate. 
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The  contest  between  the  old  and  the  new  minia^  \i!^ 
ters^was  kept  up  longer,  and  with  more  tenacity,  violent ai^ 
than  wa$  e\er  before  known  upon  a  change  of  go*  the  two 
vernment.  .  The  dismissed  were  charged  by  the'**'****' 
new  ministers  with  the  unconstitutional  indecency 
of  dragging  their  Sovereign  to  the  bar  of  tjie  House 
of  Commons,  to.  take  issue  with  his  subjects  upon 
hlft  avowed  right  of  dismissing  and  appointing  his 
servants.    They  were  also  seriously  arraigned  of  a 
long  systematic  plan  for  overturning  theeatablisbed 
rcRgiott  and  constitution,  which  was  industriouslj  , 

supported  throughout  the  country  by  fomenting 
and  spreading  the  inflammable  and  dangerous  cry 
of  no  Popery^  and  Church  in  Linger.     On  Xhi^ 
other  hand,  so  glaringly  unconstitutional  did  the 
dismissal  of  the  late  ministers  appear  to  the  parties 
dismissed*  that  they  trusted  a  full  exposition  of 
the  case  would  inevitably  reinstate  them.    Xliey 
determined  therefore  to  take  issue  with  tht  nation 
upon  the  simple  and  broad  qttestton.     Must  not 
every  act  of  royalty  have  a  responsible  adviser  f 
Never  beftxre  was  the  entire  weight  of  the  court 
and  government  so  powerfully  brought  into  action 
against  the  independence  and  virtue  of  the  conn 
try.     The  very  words  of  a  privy  counseHoi-*s  oath 
disclose  his  duties,  and  the  dreadful  responsibility 
qf  the  adviser  of  such  a  pledge.     He  swears, 
-^  faithfully  and  truly  to  declare  his  oiind  and  opi- 
^*  niou  according  to  bis  heart  and  conscience  in  aH 
"  things'  to  be  moved,  treated  and  debated,  in  . 
**  council. '^    A  pledge  of  that  sort  would  bind  a 
iMn  to  direct  perjury  and  the  connivance  at  Uie 
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J^^  greatest  of  political  evils,  the  destruction  of  tlw 
constitution.  Such  an  innovation  in  the  constitu- 
tion*, would  be  in  practice  to  convert  the  mature 

*  Upt»A  Chit  extraordiAary  change  of  adminisU-ation^  there 
appeared  some  letters^  or  rather  essays  in  the  Morning  Chroni- 
cle, under  the  signature  Scdvota,  which  are  pregnant  with  so  much 
wisdom  and  experience,  and  breathe  throughout  so  pure  a  spirit 
of  the  enlightened  and  constitutional  Statesman  the  late  Mr. 
Fox,  that  aflbrd  the  cheering  prospect  to  the  Empire,  that  his 
aurviviiig  spirit  animates  his  representative,  and  will  ultimately 
prove  the  salvation  of  this  country.     In  the  2d  of  iho%^  letters, 
(they  are  a  touchstone  of  constitutional  policy)  the  mischief  of 
these  pledges  is  thus  emphatically  exposed.    "  What  would  be 
the  practical  effect  of  this  innovation  in  oar  constitution?  It 
would  be  giving  in  substance  and  in  effect,.a  negative  before  de- 
bate to  the  secret  advisers  of  the  crown.     Men  unknown  in  the 
constitution,  responsible  to  no  tribunal,  guided  by  private  favour 
and  affection 9  or  prompted  by  idle  fancies  or  arbitrary  caprice, 
counsellors  neither  tangible  nor  visible,  but  like  wicked  spirits 
known  only  by  the  evil  they  prodnce.   They  would  usurp  at  this 
day  in  the  English  constitution  the  same  dangerous  powers, 
which  were  enjoyed  and  abased  in  the  Scottish  parliament  by 
the  Lords  of  the  Articles,  under  the  tyrannical  House  of  Stuart 
Whilst  Ireland  was  considered  and  treated  as  a  conquered  pro- 
vince, the  privy  council  of  England  had  a  negative  before  de- 
hate  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Irish  parliament.   Bnt  when  af^r 
three  centuries  of  slavery  and  submission,  the  Irish  nation  and 
Irish  parliament  re-asserted  their  rights,  and  recovered  their  dig- 
nity and  their  importance,  one  of  their  first  acts  wa.s  to -abolish 
this  badge  of  servitude*    Yet  this  was  a  privilege  lodged  in  the 
privy  council  of  England.    But  the  negative  now  sought  lo  be 
established,  not  m  Ireland,  but  in  England,  is  to  be  placed : 
Where  ?  In  the  secret  unknown  irresponsible  advisers  of  the 
,  crown.    The  great  historian  of  England,  whose  general  leaning 
is  certainly  not  so  much  in  favor  of  popular  government,  has  re- 
marked in  one  of  his  essays,  "  that  if  ihe  King  of  England  had 
**  a  negative  before  debate,  and  could  prevent  any  bill  from 
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negative,  certainly  vested  in  the  executive,  into  an  ^1^^' 
abortive  Veto^  by  enabling  the  King  to  strangle 
the  fcetus  on  its  first  conception  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  The  more  moderate  of  the  new  men 
admitted  the  genet^al  doctrine,  that  there  was  no 
act  of  the  crown  without  responsibility:  but  the 
rule  was  not  without  exception.  Such  exception 
eminently  occurred  in  every  instance,  where  the 
King  dismissed  his  ministers:  for  th^re  he  must 
necessarily  be  without  advisers  :  or  the  royal  pre- 
rogative of  chusing  and  dismissing  hiy  servants 
would  be  otherwise  nugatory*. 

On  the  9th  of  April,  Mr,  Brand  moved  in  the  Mr, 
House  of  Commons ;  *'  that  it  is  contrary  to  the^''* 
*^  first  duties  of  the  confidential  servants  of  the 
**  crown  to  restrain  themselves  by  any  pledge  ex-  - 
'•  pressed  er  im|>lied  fronri  offering  to  the  King  any 
^*  advice,  which  the  course  of  circumstances  may 
'^  render  necessary  for  the  welfare  and  security  of 
*'  any  part  of  his  Majesty's  extensive  Empire," 
On  which  motion  a  very  warm  debate  lasted  till 
near  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  the  divi- 
sion was  653  for  passing  to  the  order  of  the  day, 

ff  conoing^into  pafliamenjt,  h^  v«^qu|<1  b^  an  ahsoliUe  Monarch  * 
^^  that  if  he  could  crush  a  disagreeable  bill  in  embryo,  the  Brt- 
''  tisb  constitution  would  have  no  bai^ncp,  nor  W9uld  grievaodies  . 
•*  «ver  b^  redressed.''  But  that  device  for  crushing  a  disagi^- 
^t)]ebili  in  erobryp,  which. Hume's  sagacity  foresaw,  the  secret 
advisers  of  his  M^esty  have  at  last  discovered." 

^  His  Majesty  acted  with  more  candor,  than  his  new  ser*  . 
▼ants.    He  scrupled  not  to  admit  to  Lord  Hardwt^ke',  that  cer* 
lain  persons  had  advised  hioi  t0|  disniiss  his  la(e  s^rvant&:  bii^> 
|hey  ir^ant  very  well  at  any  rate. 
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^^^^.and  226  far  tlic  wotiou:  by  which  the  ministers 

had  a  nxajoi  ity  of  32. 

iKik*of         The  first  novelty  of  any  consequence  to  Iiclatid 

UiMi*tat.    and  to  the  ilUistratioa  of  die  system,  which  occur* 

thruni^r.  red  in  this  debate^  waa  in  the  maiden  speech  ef 

t^^^^^Mr.  Plunkett     After  having  strongly  repiobatcd 

tlie  dangerous,  illegal  and  uncon&titiRional  con* 

duct  of  those,,  who  had  been  so  active  in  raiding 

alarms  in  the  country^  he  proceeded.     ^*  Not  sa* 

'*  tisSed  with  their  placards,  &c.  an  srttempt  ha» 

"  been  made  by  the  Chancelloj:  of  the  University 

*'  of  Dublin  (the  Dmke  of  Cumberland)  to  disturb 

^'  the  peace  of  tliat  universityy  by^eDdeavouviig 

"  to  procure  a  petition  against  the  Catholic  bilh 

V  Finding  (to  the  honpr  of  tliat  learned  body)  the 

^^  first  application  unsuccessful,  a  second  liad  been 

'^  sent,  m  which  it  was  intimatedp,  t4iaty  the  only 

^'  way  to  preserve  tli^  favor  of  the  royal  DniE^ 

'^  washy  sigjaing  such  a  petitiouv    He  wa&  not 

*^  aware^  whether  the  latter  application  took  place 

^^  after  tire  measure  liad  been  abandoned  ini  Par- 

^^  liament,  of  before.     If  after,,  it  was^  a  political 

''  scheme  to  siq^ct  tlie  new  administration :.  i>f 

''  while  the  bill  was  pending,  it  was  an  unconsti- 

'   '^ 'totioftalandunwairrantablt  i»terference^.^ 

•*  JWV.  Plunkett  on  this  ockrasion  deserved  so  well  of  his  chan- 
try, that  it  is  next  to  a  di^ty  to  transmit  to  posterity  the  quintes* 
sence  of  his  sp.eech  in  tliat  debate.  **  As  well  might  it  be  ex- 
*•  pected,  that  shutting  one's  eyes  would  arrest  the  fall  of  a  body 
**'  irresistibly  impelled  by  the  laws  of  gravitation,  fts  to  suppose, 
***  that  by  inattention  to  Ireland,  the  evils,  t6  which  he  had  al-^ 
"  liided,  would  of  themseWes  subsidfe.    He  spoke  in  the  pre- 
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As  Mr.  Perceval  toojc  a  leading  part  in  that  ^c-  vj!!!l/ 
bate,  and  is  now  the  prime  minister  of  that  ad'mi*-  Mr.  perce- 
ntstrationi  wbich  ^vas  then  put  into  power,  it  willGrattan,  & 
not  be  irrelevant  to  the  object  of  this  history,  to^JJJJ"*^ 
remark,  that  he  laid  it  down  as  a  political  axiom? 
that  net  king  could  be  further  conceded  to  the  Irish 
Catholics,  without  danger  to  the  establishment ^  and 
therefore  he  would  never  hold  out  any  hopes  to  them^ 
Mr.  O  rattan  made  a  long  and  impressive  speech  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Perceval :  a  single  passage  of  which 
^vill  give  the  reader  no  very  imperfect  idea  of  ics 
general   tendency.     "  The  whole  of  that  Right 
Hon V  Gentleman's  speech  laid  more  stress  upoa 
the  disposition  of  the/  late  ministry,  than  on  tlie  < 
principle  of  the  measure.     He  kept  out  of  view  tlie 
i>ature  of  the  ditiiculties  it  was  likely  to  remove 
and  the  value  of  the  benefits,  it  was   well  ealca* 
ated  to  produce.     But  the  House  would  recollect 
that  tl)e  bill  went  to  create  a  community  of  inte- 
rests amongst  those,  who   were   involved   in  aa 

*'  Knc«  of  persons^  who  wiere  w«1|  Qcqvaiqted  with  the  (acts, 
''  What  must  l>e  the  effect  of  thi^  d«mand  upon  the  late  adfni- 
'<  nistration  for  a  pledge  against  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  ?  Had 
''  ever  such  a  pledj^e  been  before  demanded,  as  it  related  to  any 
'*  of  ihe  inhabitants  of  the  Empire  ?  The  right  of  ihe  meanest 
/  individual  to  tay  a  petiiion  at  tiie  foot  of  tbe  throne  has  beeo 
«  tongestabliished.  .Bm^  here  was  a  restriction  on  the  claims  of 
<'  millions.  Tbis  ivas  not  a  mere  novelty  ;  it  yva3  a  prodigy,  an 
^'  al^roMiig  appearance  in  the  constitution.  Only  unbounded 
''  power,  or  unemng  wisdom  could  impose  such  a  pledge. 
"  What  must  the  feelings  ol'  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  be,  when 
'*  told,  that  the  conscience  of  the  iiiovereigQ  isi.  hermetically 
•'  sealed  aiiaia^.them  :*' 
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]^]^  icfcntity  of  danger :  that  it  proposed  to  combine 
an  integrity  of  principle :  that  wliilst  it  ooaferred 
privileges  on  the  Catholic  subject,  it  inoparted  to 
the  Protestant  establishment,    the    best  support 
against  a  great  menacing  enemy,  with  wham  we 
cannot  contend  without  the  integrity  of  our  popu- 
lation."   Of  alj   the  supporters  of  Mr.*  Brand's 
irotion,  Sir  Samuel  RomtUy  grappled  the  hardest 
with  it's  opponents.     He  firmly  contended,  tiiatit 
was  unconstitutional  and  contrary  to  the  first  du- 
ties of  the  confidential  servants  of  the  crown  to  re- 
strain themselves  by  any  pledge.express  or  implied 
from  offering  to  the  King  any  advice,  which  cir- 
cumstances might  render  necessary  for  tlie  welfare 
and  security  of  the  Empire,  and  this  brought  home 
the  matter  to  an  unanswerable  point.     The  new 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  so  much  dreaded  the 
responsibility  of  such  advice,    that  he  exposed 
not  only  the  existence  of  the  secret  cabinet,   but 
left  his  Majesty  to  all  the  humiliation  and  danger 
of  braving  the  constitution,  by  assuming  to  act  in 
the  most  sacred  functions  of  the  state  without  any 
advice  at  all.     Thus  depriving  his  people  of  their 
jconstitutional  redresi  against  the  mischiefs  of  weak 
or  wicked  measures.     What  could  be  more  .de- 
grading to  the  Sovereign, ,  and  unmanly  in  the  ser- 
vant, than  to  receive  the  wages  of  service,  and 
withdraw  from  his  master  the  only  shi^eld,  which 
could  protect  him  from  personal  danger  and  insult? 
The  words  of  Mr.  Perceval,  as  quoted  by  Sir  Sa- 
iiuiel  Ronnlly  on  this  occasion  wer6.     **  That  to 
*  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  the  King 


Adminisirntlon  qf  the^Dukfi  of  Bedford.  511 

^*  had  no  adviser  on  the  ppint  of  requestmg  the  -J^^^^- 
**.  pledge.  That  he  did  not  believe  the  King  had 
"  any.adviser;  and  he  did  not  think,  the  country 
^*  would  believe,  that  the  King  had  any  adviser  on 
'**  that  point."  Sir  Samuel  lloiDilly  insisted,  that 
il.  was  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  King, 
that  t^he  doctrine  of  responsible  advisers  should  1^ 
maintained*  History  had  unfolded  the  evils  re** 
suiting  from  .  the  prevalence  of  a  contrary  prin- 
ciple. It  had  been  asserted  by  the  pioyer  o^  the* 
previous  question,  that  Ministers  had  not  entered 
into  any  pledge,  that  they  would  not  give  his  1^4- 
jesty  any  advice  on  the  subject  of  the  Catholics* 
Now  as  the  late  ministers  were  dismissed,  because 
they  refused  this  pledge,  either  the  pledge  on  the 
pait  of  the  present  ministers  was  implied,  or  they 
had  deceived  his  Majesty  :  for  it  was  liot  pretend- 
ed, that  his  Majesty  had  any  objection  to  hi$  late 
.ministers,  except  the  difference  of. opinion,  which 
dcairred  upon  this  subject. 

On  the  13th  of  April,  tire  Marquis  of  Stafford  ^^^«;^ 
made  a  motion  in  the  House  of  Lords  of  a  similar  ™o^<»» « 
tendency,  though  of  greater  extent,  than  that  of 
Mr.  Brand's  in  the  Commons.     This?  was  meant 

•  The  moiion  was  expressed  in  the  following  words.  *'*  This 
House,  feeling  the  necessity  of  a  firm  and  stable  administration 
at  this  very  important  trisis  of  public  affairs  resolve,  that  it  is 
impossible  to  view/ without  the  deepest  regret^  t^e  change,  that 
has  recently  taken  place  in  his  Majesty's  councils ;  which  re- 
gret is  considerably  eiicreased  by  the  causes,  to  which  that 
change  has'been  ascribed ;  it  being  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
that  it  is  the  first  duty  of  the  responsible  ministers  of  th^  crown 
to  restrain  themselves  by  any  pledge,  expressed  k  implied^  from  ^ 


^  IS  The  Reign  of  George  III 

2^^  a$  a  trial  of  strength  in  the  Upper  House,  It  t^as 
warmly  debated  till  seven  o'clock  in  tlie  morning, 
when  Lord  Borrington's  motion  for  adjournment, 
was  carried  by  a  majority  in  favour  of  ministers  of 
81 :  90  having  voted  for  the  motion,  and  I7I  for 
the  adjournment.  This  debate  furnished  some  mat^ 
Yer  of  peculiar  importance  to  Ireland.  Lord  Uard- 
wicke  was  the  first  on  his  legs  to  support  the  mo« 
tion*  He  had  recently  been  closeted  with  his  So- 
yereign,  and  aUhough  much  of  their  communica- 
tions may  have  faithfully  gone  forth  to  the  public : 
much  also  has  probably  been  kept  back,  out  of  de« 
Kcacy  to  the  parties^  whom  its  publication  would 
have  affected  in-a  disagreeable  manner.  Whoever 
reflects  upon  the  anxious  ardour,  with  which  the 
noble  Earl  laboured  throughout  his  speech  to  re- 
move frorii  the  shoulders  of  his  friends  the  imputa- 
tion of  intended  imposition  on  die  royal  mind,  will 
naturally  (perhaps  erroneously,  certainly  not  rashly) 
conclude,"  that  his  Majesty  had  been  advised,  and 
that  deception  had  been  practised  with  fpU  design. 
Lord  Grenville  having  lately  spoken  so  fully  to  the 
general  subject,  said  but  little  on  this  occasion. 
Tliat  little  however  involved  much  with  rcfeiencc 
to  Ireland.  **  .With  reipect  to  the  trite  question, 
"  why  he  introduced  the  bill  if  not  necessairy,  and 
•'  if  necessary,  why  be  abandoiied  it  ?  He  refferred 
**  them  to  Lord  Castlereagh,i  as  more  conversant 

givtng  any  arWictf  to  his  Majesty*  which,  to  ^he  best  of  their 
juftgment.  in  the  course  of  circumstances  they  may  think  neces- 
tary,  for  the  honor  of  his  Ms^esty't  «rown  and  the  security  of 
kb  domtDtofi:}/^ 
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**♦  pveh&ti^Vy  ^»d  wl^  isad  iafpto^wd  the  cjfaa^ti^  ^^•^'Sr^ 
"  fti>fn'.litflflfud,  jfer  <^^  carrying  of  ^kiini,   he 
^^^ioodpttigedU  that  couTidt^''    I     ^  - 

•  4. third  and  kst^  though  at  still  niofeitieflfeGttial  ^r.  Lyttic 
stiruggte^  'xras^madeto  retAin  ^the  ministdrs in  thdr troVa"^ 
sUiiatiotts :  for  hotwidjstatiding  the  tietr  ^poitit-  f^h!  ^^ 
-iriente,  die  xi^lA  ministers  heitt  a  ^ladguage«  Bttle  , 
shcHt-  of  tlmtjj  whieli .  ccru^-  only  be  [jastiffed'  b^ 
posfltts&tng  tbd  ^ukUcicoofideiiee  of  -the  SovciJeigti. 
Mr.  Ly ttletoi/bn^the  ;l5th  of  April,  amoved  aicpoi^ 
mgto,  notitfi^  ialfheiHfattse  of  CoAimdrDs ;."  That 
/^  llais  Ha)U3e  (;tmsiRk:ri]ig  a:  firm  and  vigrlaBtad- 
'^^  mmislnfation.  indispensable  >in  ithe  present' pbstui^ 
,*'  of  publici^affaiES) ;  ha:s:  seen  with  tbe;greatc§tj^- 
.**  gret  the  late  chatige  in  his  Majesty's  councils." 
This. too  was;aloBg  andiidated  debatei  <  Atsiven  ' 
,Q'cIoek  in  the  morning  on  thexilrHsion^  the  itiinis* 
iter  had  an  encreased  majority :  viz.  40 :  loi*  the 
prerickis  qtiestion  S44»  against  it  1^.     Thi^  de- 
bate brought  forth  more  information  concerning 
Ireland,    thati   either  of  the  two  former.      Mr. 
Tighe,  who  strenuously  supported  tbe'motipn,  felt 
himself  particularly  called  upoa  to  take  a  part  in 
that  debate,  a^  the  counry*  he  had  the  lioaor  to 
represent,  was  even  in  danger  of  having  its  tran- 
quillity affected  by  the  proceedings  on  some  of  the 
points,  which  were  involved.     1  he  late  iaiiinisters 

^  tl  U.  not  to  be  forgfttten,  that  Lorcl  QreQ^ille  was  a  coK>pe* 
rative  le^er  with  Mr.  Pitt  in  that  admiiyist ration,  of  which  Lord 
Castlereagh,  then  a  secondary,  gave  the  pledge  on  behalf  of  his 
principals. 

VO^.  U.  -        2  L 
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4(iwiQ  them  inwckJk^wioii.*idg*v<»gr^frt4»^^ 
tp  the  caunjtry,    He^  tbowghtaljejhi  pftrtfciilMly  to 
be  commended  fii^tbc^wiuiJiUrtiottti^^^ 
wjiteb  they  hftdi«5taiejj:  fi»in;<)ffifec,.  nefwing^  to 
giVe  a  plixigfi  iufiOiia^iitoftt  will)  their;  d^l;y/  .  ISfi 
condepnadthe;  cry  <xf)tbe  G^  lian^ef^ 

and  repDoM^d  partkul^y  the.  add^eae.ip  tb«  ia- 
lil&liMnuqf  NortbaiiiploabyMr..P€^x^  HeJ»r 
9if^Jtodbon  tbBpIedgMJbQldcii  oob  by.tbe  gpKeraijme^t 
jPAtnphlet,  and  %  the  speech  i>fi  J\iiv  BiUiin  the 
qiie8tron;of7tb6  Uoioo.  A)libcipiMti«atkm<Qf  the 
public  rcyenue^  seata  in.  partiansntv  ^^^olfieers  of 
tbe  lajiv;.  q£.  the:  digmtiesc  of j  the. .  chufcK  and  of 
the  peerage  itself^  which  had  b^eiea  laArjahad^pn  that 
oocafiion,  would  have,  fadied,  if^rtbeGdthoUc  bis|iops 
liad.  ncit  been  mdbced;  to  in^iAenaectheir  prk&te, 
vand  tl)e  prijsats  ta  iJifluence  jthe  people  ta  agfeeto 
the  Union^  The  ttanquiJiit^r  q£, Ireland  most  be 
materiajly  affected  hy  ibe  r^i^aval  of  4j|e  J)uke  qf 

•  •'  Of  that  Address  of  ihe^n^w  Minister  lo>  hw  cQijstitu^fs,  Sir 
Samuel  Romrify  thps  spoke  in  the  debate  on  Mr^  Brand's  mo- 
tioh.  *"  A  cry  hdsl)«*en  raised,  tliat  the  church  js  in  dangfr; 
.'<  that  :\ve  are-  tiireatetied.  witb-the  tiipesv^when  tfe  directs  ran 
^*  vi9(iii*MpQd«  Tfafinv^hie€.of;  this  expediBnt^i&SD  gftat»  it  is 
"  wjth.dpep.^qnceitii,.!  iii)4^^£f^<y^^  ,  It  is  with  d^p  cor|- 

'*  cern  1  have  seen  papers ^publisljeci,;  particularly^  aa  adrertis^- 
''  ment  in"  a  newspaper,  £jy  a  JJfght  kon.  Gentleman  opposite 
^  { Mr.  Pferceyal).  fetsiting; '  ihdt:  it  wks  b'eCome*  iiecessary  for  him 
'^  to  stand  by  his  Sovercigii ;  that  he  was  makitig  a  stand  for  the 
"Protestant  4ieifgi<ih,  and  taking*  on  the  people  to  Second  him 
"  with'tbeirexertiotiF.*'  *   '  '    ■    •-   -    -  • 
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nt^ratt^ii  h^re,  ^  ocme  pf  thqae  «)}a9ge!|  were  atr 

tended. wtb: any  benefit  <q  l^m,    B«W^  reemU^ 

wew  to  lieliiid.in.tb^^  ScHitb  firr  ki  |h$  West^  tier 

canac^tbeiie  wnaiiooe^rity  Jft»  this  fi:«ff  eWfCfst  1>f 

reUgiom     fiten»  years  agCH,  a  genJfemw  ha^g^t 

sQcifit  map  iti  htft  mightourhoQil^  (^pofi  hf^  ow« 

pfedgQ^  ;aiMl:tfae  pled^  olf  a  tnagfstrafje^  ^l^t  tbey 

jsh^iuU  .«hrays:  1m*  alleiwed  the  ftee  exerpiie  cif  therr 

nB^ieii  ;  hat  vsAien  limy  amved  at  th^ir  quan^? 

in  tb&  I^  of  Wigbt,  tfaegr  wene:  oompciled  to  aft 

tend  tli^'  BroteBlatit.  worship,  and  for  hidden  ever  t0 

aifeteiM  ai  Dctghbouring  chapel  of  their  dwn^  un- 

<^r  pacpof  mtbt^y  puiaisirmdnt    Consequkntiy 

the  nsMuiiiog  ^roceeided  but  slowly  in  Ireioid^ 

though  the  country  were  poor,  and  the  bountitf 

of&nid  ex toffitragaiktly  high.     Sinee-  tlie  Umon,  Ire- 

knd  ^<i  fedA  no  oqiamunHy  of  rigl^ts,  no;  comi^ 

nity  of  oMkimoroe;  the  only  Coiirmunity  it  ^lt» 

waa  that  o(f  hftving  one  hundred  assessoci  in;  the 

British '.pai-lieffient^  who.  w^re  toi  give  iiieffectual 

vf>«esr  f<pr  tli^  iiitoieatoE  their  country,  as  he  might 

doJtha*:night: 

Mi^.  Gore;  {aine^ted  th^  effects  ^  the  mild  sys.-  Mr.  aore'« 
tein  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford.  That  system  had  "*'•***'• 
led  to  tfa«  roatder  at^five  men  i^f^bne  cowjty,  in 
^v^Tich  25"  men  wer6  thea  in  jprlspn  for  disaffection. 
If  such  were  the.  eiF(pQts  <jf  the  .mil4  &y?t«pi  5f  the 
Uul^  9.f  Pcf^ford,  h©  thwgtat  it  higfc:  ti»p .  t*  iur 
2   L  2 
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t807.  iroduce  atiatter  sy stenW  He  v^oold  fiave  rafipbrtr 
^"^^"^  ed  the  Catholic  Offltctt  S»ft,  If  it  hadilicen  broaght 
forward  as  likely  to  be  beBeficial.  Bdt  the  late  lui- 
D  titers' adopted  that  brll  opiy  as-a  coinpronme  to 
get  rid  of  the  larger  Catholic  question,  a  compro- 
iiiise;  whicH  was  despfeecl  by^  the  Catholics.  '  He 
charged  the  Ial6  mtni&tai'' with -omitting  to  serve 
the  Catlioiics  on  the  nio^t  esseatii^)  points,  €li  the 
point  of  national  educsrJtou/ without  which  rt  was 
nugatory  to  .think  of  any' extension  of  rights  to  the 
lower  classes;  What  had  the  lat:e  ministers  done 
towards  the  necessary  diiFusion  of  knowledge? 
Had  they  ever  4one  any  thing  to  r^smedy  the  mis- 
chiefs arising  from  tte  tnode.lrf  collecting  tythes  ? 
These  were  the  things^,  thatprilicipally  required  to 
be  remedied  in  Irdahd.  A  countiy  worthy  of  bet- 
ter treatment,  and  whose  hardy  sons,  if  :properly 
etrcourag^,  are  the  best  ikilwaric  of  Great  Bii- 
tain. 
viyj?**"  .  Sir  Johu  Newport  hoped,  that  wlienhe  should 
hiave  satisfied  (Mr.  Gore). of  the  attention  paid  by 
the  late  ministers  to  the  educatioq  of  the  people  of 
Ireland,,  and  the  formation- of  an  arrangement  on 
the  swfbjcct  of  tythes,  he  . would  be  q^ititled  to 
cOttWt  on  his  votev-aDd:that  tlicgr  would  be  restored 
to  the  good  opinion  he  had  of  them  a  month  sinc^ 
The: statute  book*  .would  pr^ove,  ^t  oiie  of  the 

"*  Cflrtam  it«;  thatfsorcrftl  (|?Jut«ty  aete  Irete  added  to  the 
statute  book  duiing  tl^e  Bedford  adiiiinistration  ;  but  they  were 
not  generally  felt  by  the  people.  It  is  in  riatwe,  that  if  a  great 
attd  vitiU  object  be  ardently;  defti red  and  reasonably  expected, 
tiic  disappointment  »t  its  Vejec^n  or  refusal  mR  render  the  suf- 
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first  ?icte. of.  the  late  ^admwst^km.b^  he?ii  ^9  ^*  nJ^Jw 
stitute  a  conuBission  tor  eaqaire  in 

'    .    •    .  .     .     .    -'..   ../     --'i      '      '..    • 

ferers  for  want^of  .K  insensible  to. -smaller  beoefits/ wkicb  they 
had  not  petitioned  for  or  even  anticipated.     An  act  of  tke  pre- 
ceding session  was  repealed^  which  charged  a  duty  of  3s.  upon 
certain  .ttnall  tenetiieats  oi"'  dwelling- houses*    The  Additional 
Force  Act  wa^  repealed. «  An  acti  wat  passed  ^or  regalattog  con- 
troveAgd  ele/ctions  pf  roemiiers  to  secve  in  Parliament:  an  act 
for  continuing  for  21  years  ^veralacts  relating  to  the  lighti«g 
and  cleansing  of  towns  in  Ireland :  for  regulating  th^supply  of 
Dttblih  with  coals,  at>d  for  encouraging  collieries  in  Ireland. 
Numerous  aicts  (14  in  aH)  were  passed  for  regulating  and  secur- 
ing the  collec.tipa4>fthe  revenues  of  the  oqstopa'  fimd  eKcise^  and 
for  preventing  fra;:^  and  it^posjiognew taxes. .   Useful  acts  we^e 
passed^  for  better  regulating  an<j[  providing  for  the  poor,  and 
the  management:  of  the  inBtmaries  and  hospitals  :  for  reviving 
an  act 'for  enabling  the  Lord  Lieutenant  ta  appoint  commission- 
ers  for  enqmring  into  ttie  fuordsand  revenues  granted  for  the 
purpose  of  education,  and  enq<iiring  into  the  state  and  conditions 
of  8cho#ls  in  Ireland^  and  an  act-for.amendii}g  the  act. ^  the 
relief  of  the  poor  ofthe  preceding  session.     One  act  w^  passed 
on  the  19th  of  February  1S07,  which  gave  gr^at  dissatisfaction 
to  many  in  li'eland,  and.  created  jealousies  "and'  suspicidns/that 
the  CQ»ti$fy  was  imended  to  t^e  coerced  -  tinder  tl^e  new  mbnlst^s, 
as  it  had  beep  luider  their  ptedecessor»«  Although  the  Threshers 
had  t>een  suppressed,  as  the  ministers  boasted,  by.  the  vigor  q( 
the  common  law,  many  considered  the  gunpowder  act,  as  the 
re- introduction  of  strong  measures,  for  which  no  reason  appear* 
ed,  nor  liad  even  been  declared  by  the- government:  thatwas^ 
an  act,  ^'  To  eootione  for  the  term  of  seven  !years  certain  acts 
*^  of  the.  pajrliament  of  Ireland^  for  preventing  the  importation 
*'  of  arms>  gunpowder  and  ammunition>  and  the  making,  re- 
"  ni^vin^/  sellnvg;  and  keeping  of<^gunpbwder«  arms,  and  am- 
"  munition  without  licence/'    The  temporary  act  for  this  pur- 
pose, which  -waatlie  4mh  df  Gcto.  IIL  would,  if  not  renewed, 
have  expired  b3^eflUItlOn  of  time  on  the  1st  of  August  1807. 
The  fTotraction  of  this  restrictive  iseasure  for  so  long  a  period. 


If ^  -erf  tMrtrticJ*  Ycitdlfti  fre?!Aiid,  ferr  tlife  |Aitpf<!fta^  ttf 
't)aHit  bducattbto*  T^c«ft  fhrids  ^  ttttW*  Ldtd  Ap- 
posite, (Lord  Castlereagb)  now  a  member  of  the 
rablhfeV,  and  tbeh  it  tbe  bfead  of  thetmh  govern- 
ment, liad  suirere()  to  remain  shamefully  misaj)- 
. piled  to  individoal  iotacaats  and  corrupt  purposes, 
though  the  report  of  a^om^itt^  h«^  ^pe^iMJtsly 
callfcd  ttpon  hitn  to  rtfotW  thtfitt.:  Thfe  ebrrettion  of 
abusers  always  excKed  the  IhostiKly  of  4  number  of 
corrupt  individuals,  and  na  doubt  tbe  late  jE»im9- 
ters  felt  the  mischnef  ofeoccttiklg  a  fjlfctiem  «0  "pow- 
crfui,  and  the  pi^sent  mittf^ers  VeTt  the  bt^fit  of 
thft  itsfetittoenl.  In  Irdand  tlvc  funds,/t1iat  Were 
estibliShed  brigirially  for  public  education,  were 
suffered  to  be  applied  for  a  oentiify  for  mere  private 
beQcfit,  and  tlie  determination  of  the  latii  govern- 
^inciit  to  reclftfm  the«n  had  fticcitfed  thie  ktifiitto^itjr  of 
thbsb  ttitWjbsted,  With  l-espect  to  thie  ty thes  also, 
the  la1:e  government  had  nearly  arrange  a  pl^ 
which  would  do  much  to  tmnquiUije  the  coui^lry ; 
and  he  couM  tsaute  the  Hodse,  that  wltlimit  ati 
arra»ge«tiit  irith  rt*^t  to  tfie'tythie^  helaiid 
Aevet  iKTOuld  bfe  ihthe  ailuation  it  qi^ghh  i^fea-* 
sures  of  this  nature  were  not  to.  be  e^^pected  ffoai 
med^  who  i;jiis^d  a  cry^  that  the  ebdnrit  ^aa  m  dgn- 
ger,  merely  to  get  themselves  inti^  power.  Tli^ 
nobleman,  whft  at  present '  held  th^  p<ivy  sejil, 
(Lord  Westittortlan^  who  had  gAnted  all  the 

bespoke  no  expectation  or  proxx^e  of  a  |i|geiMf)y.«!baQg#^*  syatem 
from  a  change^  of  ininister^^  .  VVi^tj^F  QCH^KyM^y;'  ^  fi^  for  the 

tranquillity  of  the  nation,  .^t  ce|laij^  .b^ '^^^  ^^  9^  f^^ 
'  M}g  discontent  and  disaffection. 
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chU^rdh  TiVingai  ft  Irefam!,  two  or  three  TSogeth^r,  J|^ 
and  the  persons  tff  the  othgr  side,  who  had  ^agreed, 
at  'tlie  time  of  the  tJnioh,  to  grant  just  forty»-two 
times ^s  much  as  the  late  Catholic  bill  proposed  to 
graiit,  were  certatnly  well  eiitTfled  to  Vaise  tliis  cry 
of  the  danger  of  the  church,  and  to  conie  into 
powgr  to  protect  it.  He,  for  one,  "thoujgh  he  had 
supported  t^e  t/nrdn  withliFs  best  exertions,  wojuld 
have  never  consented  to  it,  nor  would  all  the  in-' 
trigiies,  nor  all  the  gold  lavished  to  carry  it  have 
siicceedccl,  unless  there  had  bieen  a  fiill  assuraace, 
that  the  Citholic  measures  woufd  immediately  fol- 
low ujSon  it,  Ireland  would  force  itself  upon  the 
considerafioh  of/thfi  House  and  of  the  Empire, 
of  whicli  it  was  a  vi^al  part ;  it  was  in  vain  io  over- 
look the  wants  and  the  interests^  the  expectations 
and  the  rights  of  Ireland  •  it  \Va8  iir  vain  to  trifle 
with' the  pleclgfa  grven;  Ireland  must  have  ita 
weight,  for  it  'miist  be  telt,  i;hat  the  commoti 
eheniy  could  hot  be  resisted  Without  Ireland.  The 
pledge,  giveii  under  the  authority  of  Qit  hobfe 
Lord  bjppbsrte,  could  riot  be  evaded,  though  the 
iJdble  Lord  m&y  n6t  act  as  it  required  him.  The 
noble  Uuke  at  the  head  of  the  present  goviemrhcrit 
Bad  given  %  still  stronger  plfedge.  He  had  written 
two  letters  to  two  officers  of  the  Irish  Brigades, 
inviting  them  ,to  ipriter  into  the  service  of  thisi 
country,  *  on  the  promise  of  niaking  the  Irish  act 
of  If 9^  general,  and  further^  of  opening  the  whoki 
military  career  to  them. 

Mr.  If  ierney  hegan  by  ohserving,  that  although  Mr.  ^tkti 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  stated  expressly, 
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^^"!^/  that  his  Majesty  had  no  advUer  in  this  instance, 
^  •^•'  biit    acted    entirely  from   himself,   he  conld  not 
credit  the  truth  of  th^t  assertion.     He  believed 
the  Iving  had  secret  advisers ;  and  he  had  suspect- 
ed for  mor^  than  a. month  before  the  late  minis- 
ters  were  dismissed,  that  he  was  ijjfluenced  by  se- 
cret advisers.  .  He  believed  in  his  conscience,  that 
liis   Majesty    would .  never  have  demanded    that 
pledge,,  if  he  had  not  been  set  on  to  do  so  by  some 
secret  advisers ;  and  it  was,  the  only  thing,  which 
could  make  the  present  ministers  hope  to  retain 
their  situations..    It   appeared   to'him^  that    the 
pledge  was  thought  of  only  for  that  purpose ;  that 
it  was  mischievous  to  the  interests  and  ttie  pisace 
of  the  country ;  bu£  that  to  Ireland  it  Was   the 
most  fatal  blow,  that  the  heait  pf  mqn  could  con- 
ceive. "^The  system^  however,  by  which  the  mi- 
nisters promised  to  govxr^  was  contained 
mtyyo  very  pvetty  \v6rd^  jftrmness  arfd  conciliation^ 
What  they  meant  "by j^r/wwe^*  wa?  pretty  gerierally 
K now n';^  but  what  they  meant  by  conciliation  was 
liJajs.this  power  to  (ponceiye.     Conciliation  was  gc- 
ncxftlly  supposed  to  consist  of  giving  aod  taking, 
^ut  the  conciliatiori  of'the  present  ininisters  wais^to 
takeavvay^vevy  thing,  and  to  giv^  nothing  j  not 
even  hope.     It  was  irisultirtg  to  the  Catholiqs  of 
Ireland,  that  those  doctrines  should  be  now  avow- 
erf  and  sii'pported  by  a'iiobTe  Lord , (Lord  Castle- 
feagh),  'who,,  in  I'iiOli  '.wrote  id  the  leaders  of  th.e 
CathoHc  body,  Wtell  tliem^'  tliat  if  they  would  be 
.  ..c^lm  aud  c[uiet^  and  trust,  to  hTpi/  their  claims 
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Oa  the  J  8th  of  April,  1807,  a  general  and  very  J^* 
importaat  meeting  of  the  Catholics  took  place  at  a  meeting 
the  Exhibition  Room,  William-street,  pursuant  to  tMics.; 
public  advertisement.  The  Earl  of  Fingal  having 
taken  the  chair,  stated,  that  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
gentlemen,  who  had  been  appointed  as  a  committee 
foj  preparins?  and  forwarding  the. proposed  petitioQ 
to  Parliament,  he  had  convened  that  meeting. 
That  since  the  last  general  meeting  at  the  Rotun- 
da^ important  events  had  occurred,  which  rendered 
it  necessary  to  pause,  and  view  the  determination 
of  that  day.  Under  that  impression  he  had  endea- 
voured to  obtain  the  advice  of  friends;  whose  sin- 
cerity and  disinterestedness  had  been  so  jcompletely 
proved,  and  that  every  respect  and  attention  was 
due  to  their  recommendation.    ' 

Mr.  Grattan's  first  letter,  in  answer  to  that  writ-  Mr'<5«t- 
ten  by  the  Earl  of  Fingal,  was  then  read  by  the.t««- 
Secretary,  in  which  he  expressed  his  thanks  to  the 
Catholic^s  for  the  honor  done  to  him,  in  soliciting 
luiTi'  to  present  their  petition  to  Parliament;  \\6 
added,  that  lie  should  be  unworthy  of  that  honor, 
aud  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  him,  if  he  did 
not,  in  return,  give  his  candid  opinion,  that  a  mo- 
tion ill  Parliament,  on  the  petition,  would,  at  that 
moment,  te  injurious  to  the  Catholics,  which  opi- 
nion the  probable  or  actual  change  of  ministers 
does  nbt  alter,  but  tends  rather  to  confirm.  M\\ 
Grattan  added,^  that  he  sh«ld  deem  it  expedient 
to  procure  the  opinion  on  the  subject  of  those 
friends,  who  liad  supported  the  measure  so  ably  in 
Pai^ament,    atjd   who  had  recently  given    such 
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^■^   strong  proofs  of  their  sincerity;  he  would,   there- 
fore, endeavour  to  obtain  a  meeting  of  ilioae  gen- 
tlemen for  that  purpose,  and  transmit  the  result  to 
his  Lordship  as  soon  as  possible.     Mr.  Giatten,  in 
*  a  second  letter  stated,  that  he  had  procured   the 
meeting,  to  which  he  alluded,  and  that  it  was  the 
decided  and  unanimous  opinion  of  tht  noblemen 
atid  gentlemen,  who  took  the  trouble  to  consult  on 
this  occasion,  that  it  was  unadvi$eable  to  present  a 
petition  at  that  time. 
^r^Keogh'.     ]Virr^  Keogh  opened  the  debate.     *'  AVeare  called 
upon,  said  he,  this  day  to  decide^  whether  the  pe- 
tition of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  now  upon  the 
tiable,  shall  be  forthwith  sent  to  England  by  our 
noble  chairman,  to  be  presented  to  the  Imperial 
Parliament.    Those  events,  which  lM.ve  so  receniiy 
occurred,  will  enable  this  meetixig  to  d9termin^,,as 
becomes  the  character  of  the  Catholic  body.     We 
are  all  apprized,  that  the  late  ministers  brought  a 
bill  into  Parliament,  to  enable  his.  Majesty  to  pro- 
m(ttc  all  dissenters,  including  Catholics,  to  any  mi- 
litary commission  whatever.  This  bill  did  not  grant 
to  the  Catholics  any  privilege  :rbut  should  our  body 
ever  produce  at  Moira,  a  Hutchinson^  m  a  Nelson^ 
by  this  bill  their  services  plight  not  be  Ipst  to  the 
state.    The  King  would  have  pow^r  to  promote 
them,  provided  his  conscience  should  hot  forbid. 
This  bill,  however  limited,  was  Bot. honored  with 
Boyal  approbation.     Ministers  consented  to  drop, 
or  give  up  the  bill.     Jhis  was. iK)t  deemed  suffi- 
cient ;  they  were  called  upon  'fqr  their  signatuies, 
that  they  should  never  again  propose  that  measure, 
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or  any  iheasufc  pbiihected  witliU;  ibis  they  <fe-    J*^ 
clhied,  ami  ftave  resigneii  of  Veen  dismis*^      A 
Short  ^tirai^  befbre  this  aVbwal  oi  tlie  royal  \vitl,  ttie 
^  C^thdlites  oi"  Iretah'd  liad  prepared  Uie  peftitibn  oh 
but  t^bte,  fot  a  fp^al  of  tWse  laws,  by  which 
they  affe  dfs^ualiiSed  a:nd  degraded ;  dieir  meethigs 
,  we'rfe  ^ttencle-d  fey  all  the  eathofic  nobifify  then  in 
trefeklid,  a  |;r^at  liurntier  of  gehtl^en  oJT  kflciec! 
jytop^rty,  ^nd  by  many  of  ohr  hiosl:  opulent  mer- 
chanlts.     tti  ati  these  iheetings  there  was  perfect 
ilninithiry ;  ntijt  6n^  di^enting  vdice^    After  mi- 
turfe  deiiferiratioti,  it  \vas  tlie  cottecled  knse  of  6\xx  '         ^ 
bo^y  to  petitidti  'the  Imperiai  ^arliam'eht     Ih  tile 
ih<Jrl  p6fidd  dlF  a  few  weeks  many  fearful  ch^li^e^ 
have  ifdicett  piac'6,   and  religious  ferifleftlsb'efei^ 
i^ted,  <i^Ct^  call  up6h  the  Catholics,  id  their  d'e- 
cisibA  'rtiis  day,  to  give  a  proof  of  tliei'r  t6n1per, 
ftfoitiSss  arid  good 'sense.     I^ronx  the  uncontfovefl- 
.  ed  litafemcnt  of  the  late  mirfister$,  it  appear^  they 
Ai3  ^Btiehd  to  govem  Ireland  witholit  persecution, 
btit  to  let  the  Catholic  question  rfest;  that  is,  not 
Id  tejp'eal  the  Ikws,  of  which  we  complain ;  this  is 
tl%  ektent  of  the  intentions  they  had  then  in  our 
fevdur.\  iJut  those  laws  are  pregnant. with  mis- 
chii^fs  not  apparent  in  their  strict  letter;  they  con- 
tinue to  produce  one  grievance  after  anotlier,'  and 
hehce  has  arisen  th^  succession  of  petty  insurrec- 
tiotas,  which  havd  distracted  and  disgraced  this  ill- 
fateJ  country  for  half  a  century  past.     In  the  kst 
year,  there  was  iain  insurrection  of  the  peasantry  in 
the  couiity  of  T\l2(yo,  not  against  the  levying  of 
tythes/  but  against  the  oppressive  mode  of  exacts 
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i8<vr.  ing  them.  GoveriuneBt  did  notresort  to  martial 
law  to  quell  those  disturbances.  They  sent  judges 
into  the  disturbed  <iountry,  and  the  insurrections 
were  suppressed,  and  the  l^adei;s  punished  by  th^.  re- 
gular course  of  law.  As  a  reinedy  foy  these  and  ^wi- 
lar  disturbances,  the  English. ministers /esplyed.  tq 
encourage  our  Catholic  gentleipen  to  enterMtp  the 
army  and  navy,  and  thrpug;h  their  influence ^to 
induce  our  peasantry  to  enter  the  service  i,  in 
greater  numbers..  One  of  their, objects  they. ad- 
mit to  bie,  to  lessen  our  populatiop,.^and^  oh, the. 
whole,  to  change  disorder  and  weakness  into  §ub^ 
ordiqation  and  strength.  But  /qandor.  mu^t  q<wp- 
pel  us  .to  allow,,  that  th'isbiirvvp.uld  not  have  §ivea 
them  any  great  claim  for  gjrj^titude  fi:onJi  lhe.,Qa-r 
tholics ;  tg  relieve  them  u*as  not  the  objep):^  of  tb^ 
4)ill ;  it  did  not  profess  to  admit,  them  to  the  pri- 
vileges of  their  country.  It  has-been  called  a  bpoa 
to  the  Catholics ;  but,  in  truth,  liad'^jt^bejen.  car- 
ried into  effect,  it  would  have  been  a. boon  given 
by  the  Catholics  j  the  boon  of  their  blopd,  to.  dje^ 
feud  a  constitution  from  which  they,  and  they,  on? 
ly  were  cautiously  excluded.  But  whep  the  l^te 
ministers  had  their  option  to  sign  the  paj^r  ajready 
alluded  to,  or  to  relinquisJi  power  with  all  its  fgrao- 
luments,  they  gave  an  exa.mple  of  self-denial  and 
true  patiiotistn,  which  after  ^^^^  will  quote  w|th 
reverence  and  ad  rni ration ;  they  preferred  principle 
to  power ;  they  J)referred  the  constitutioa  to  gj-i* 
Vate  emoluineut ;  they  retired  from  their  liigh  situ- 
ations, ah,  honor  to  the  country,  .that  gave  them 
birth.    .But  it  was.  not  the  bill  to  enconrage  the 
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Caiiiolics  to  enter  into  his  Majesty's  service^  tliat  ^j^ 
produced  this  event,: .for  that  bxVi  was  dropped. 
Neither Jiad  it  been  solicited  by  the  Catholics; 
still  I^s  could  our  petition  have  produced-  thi3  ca  • 
lamity,  for  our  jietition  was  not  presented,  nor  even 
sent  forward.  It  is  now  upon  cur  table,  arid  iwaits 
the  decision  of  this  meeting,    ifitit  because  minis* 
ters*  di^clined  to  sign  an  engagement  contrary  to 
the  oatlr«f  a  privy  counsellor,  and  which  woiild 
convey  to  die  Catholics^  that  their  submission  to 
the  laws,  which  degrade  them,  not  thdr  zeal  hi 
fillinrg  the  army  and  crbwding  the  fleets,  nor  their 
enthusiastic  courage  in  every  engagement  with  tha 
eteemy,  nor  evtn  in  case  of  invasion,  should  they 
j^B^ist  and  defeat  the  foe;  not  any,  nor  all  of  these; 
shall  aviH:  they  must  still  b^  outcasts.     The  Ca^ 
tholics  now  living,  and  their  posterity  for  evef, 
were  4c*  be^^fused  the  common  privileges  allowed  to 
every  o*hei^  subject ;  the  doom  was  eternal,  and 
against  a  full  fourth  of   the  empire.       This  ele- 
vated iand  honorable,  and  disinterested  condlict  of 
the  late  ministers  entitles  them  to  the  gratitude  of 
the  Cdtbolics,  but  they  aire  much  more  entitled  to 
the  gratitude  and  support  of  the  empim  at  large^ 
whose  ccynstitution  and  bestanterests  those  ministers 
have  supported.     However  melan choly  or  discou* 
raging  our  prospect,  I  confess  I  do  not  conceive, 
that  the  claims  of  the  Catholics  are  lost  by  thi# 
disttlosHire;  on   the  contrary,   thiey  appear  to  me 
adt^nced;  the  mask  is  i;em^v€d,  and  our  Protest* 
ant  brethren,  as  well  a^  ourfeelves,  are  in  possession 
of  the  true  state  of  our  case.  ^  The  English  are  a 
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2J^.  wise  ^nd  reflecting  people;  Momoe  and  HlieBtlUy 
dM  prectoiniiitiU  in  Scotltotl ;  the  pvesent  fenneikt 
mwt  $uh$|de,  tnd  the  BrUub  peeplei  wiUr  thoA  perr 
ceiy^^  diat  their  tpteiieats.9qdm»«re  ocmapfttible; 
mj^  that  they  arc  tin;  3wi«*  Tteeyi  wiH,  sjee  the 
f(pi^  to  ptQ9ct jfee  fQur  millt^oft  «f  <|ur  f€Ueiizfvs«b- 
JTOt$i  a  part  «f ^uhptn  are  mw  figbtlngtb*  battles 
of  th^-en^irQ  in  ev^  qtjwl^i?  of  tte  f^olie^  Tte 
objects  of  our.  pctitton  are  tfiily  k^yaUaiW:  patti? 
otie :  to  MiiU  Hm  whisk  of  oui!  pop^Utf^ioo  t^  ia-^ 
term  and  affection  tjoi  dtkni  tbo  tkfone,  a«id  the 
Empite^t  SI¥jmJ4  we.  tfJl  ouf  n^ajtavfefyv  tfeiafe^en 
hopCi  iHat.an  fad ;  tjiat  m^  wHt  Mi?ej  i»fi«ffe  pjBti- 
tiQR ; .  that  they  ^^yghe  t^hiWfUJidwf  9p  to  ^^#pw. 
Our  Pr^^eatau*  wuntry^n^  miglA  ^len  w^H  Qjy 
cmt^  (b^t  we  w«rrj  pceparl^g  recrudit^  £9^  a;^  inY9dx$^ 
Jjk>,  lat,ui»jcf>Rtimie  ttw  i^Aiio^  liae  w«.ha¥«!  hi- 
tboito.  p^«u<ed ;,  tet  ua  tt?ll  P¥.r  oppceased:  propki 
thiftf  th«  exposition  t^  guf  justrgJ^iron^  ^niiiQt  Jwg 
exiit ;.  it  is  ii\  dirrat  oppjosiition  t:^  tb<^  vJjaJt  iftteie?* 
of  thrj9tate.;  thftt/wedo  not  cte&patr;  llmt  fiailia'- 
me^t  iraJi  attach  thfe  Ca^w>iicr$  tO'  tbe.  Eropiiie, 
and  that  we  :wiM  C9iittii$ie.  t^  a^pply  %  Jbumbkj^cti- 
tiosi  for.  coh^tufiooial  relief.  Our  atakid  io  tbr 
cmihtry,  Md our  Qwa  character  dsmandtliia..  But 
«halt  :we:now  petiJtioii  ?  I  am  toH  there  are  geatle- 
i!fn?jii  at  tjiis  Rieeting,  viho  iutendto  urge^  tfea^w^ 
j^b^ll  now  prtf^  our  petition.^-  Tbe^e  g«»*Jejaeii 
wjyil  #st^i5()nvinx5e  ws  pf  tha  ad^atitagt  thf  Gatfao? 
lies  eaip  ^Kpect  from  ad^ting  wch  a  rcwdoJSifiii. 
Jliey  wiH  »ot  as^i^rt^  that  any  awoccs^^  i>.  to.ht  ex- 
pected at  this  moment ,  fw  it^  faite  U^  been  «kr 
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^M  R?<i5iQ»t :?:  J^.«^  few  /da^.  w*)  sfeftU)  l»Yft  tP;  de- 
pl^e  idi^  IWS]  «fi  the , prpient  Wsfej  gjo^'^n^eht ; 

It  i^,  their;  ^^kms^  TKoomsm^wk^ou^  t^4£<  MWrialiaM 
n<rt:  npw.  petition.  Thpite  gw;at  mf n  ine*:  Ip  .<:pn». 
sidcr  Qur  inter^84.  Wiil  a.  Gathoito  iDcetiBg  aayj 
W«ia$k  yourMviciC^  and  we  iK)Vir;nv(eetitoj«ay».  that 
WCi  riejec^.  it ;  that  we  will. act  in.dinecl;  apposition^ 
S\)«l)  ccoi^ltACtito  cfaaifactiecfii.iRho.havieisiicii claims 
^l^)ik!4^.  WQuJd  .n^t;  he  consistent  withiiihftigeneA 
i^u^  f^ing  of:  an. Imh  heart;  Iti  iscaiikcd^  shall 
We,tl!vent,wjthcljia»r^  OrrS^ifp^rgss^.  ori  rdinqii^llfiqiMr 
P§^ti«^ft.3  I  hpf»  mt;  oiM-  i*9titigp,  ifi  gwntfl^ 

wowWJi5^Yejl^Oin4)tH  thebwtiQljj«jg3i^^  * 

a^th?  h^.iivterpstj^,of]OWifeUpWJ^  W« 

^?sHj9ft  qw^  tiitifj.  <^i  th«  priepi^Jfl,  vhjsdh  wiw* 

preserve. rti<f  <59piM^Wj3y.3n4) P^afltfifPfi t|pA bpt 
dy;  be  s|jpi\y,  b^orPthfi.^s^f.d^Mf??^  RFqp9Se,  U^t 
the  pptitiqpof  tl|^  (Ca^\^elic§  ,<)f .  Jfcl^  tfl  th^Jnit 
Pfirjal  Barlja^ippftibf:  coj^togp^d  tp  tbeoaf^^ol;  tbf 
Earl  of  FingaU  sulyftct.to,tbe  futvire  disposal  .of 
the  Cath\9iic  bqc^y,  Thisfi/in],  qfMwi^Ptai^d.tpmr 
peratp  cc^du^.t; .  of  tjl^e  C^thpiiQ.  bpdy  wouW  cojk 
firnj  their  friends,,  ap^  prove  th?n?  worthy  of.  a 
better  faJtj?.".  Mr.  I^^gh  then  entered  ipto  a  de- 
tailed aQdaniinated  representation  of  the^egraded 
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^^J^  and  insulting  situation,  in  which  the  body  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  was  still  kept,  atid  thus  conclud- 
ed. "  Nothwithstanding  this,  njen,  whose  duty 
**  it  is  to  know  the  true  state  of  this  coun^,  as- 
^*  sert  ki  solemn  debate,  that  the  Llsh  Catholics 
^*  have  no  cause  of  complaint,  that  they  are  pro- 
'^  tected  in  property  and  in  person  equally  with 
^  other  subjects.  There  are  thousands  and  tens  of 
'^  thousands  of  honorable,  impartial  and  liberal 
f^  men  in  Great  Britain,  who  have  no  idea,  that 
^'  such  ruthless  persecution  e%*er  existed  in  this 
^^  woe* worn  land.  But  four  millions  of  men,  with* 
^'  out  one  representative  to  defend  them,  are  game 
**  to  be  hunted  down  by  every  wicked  enthusiast* 
ommeHor  Coimsdlor  Husscy  rose  to  propose  an  adjourn- 
^''^y-  ment  of  the  meeting  for  a  fortnight ;  he  did  it 
with  the  less  reluctance,  a^  the  Ineeting  had  been 
so  folly  gratified  in  hearing  Mr.  Keogh,  in  reply  to 
aH  his  former  argumentis  on  this  very  subject. 
Then  Mr,  Hussey  examined  and  combated  all  Mr. 
Keogh's  arguments.  If,  Innveverj  the  adjourn- 
ment were  negatived  and  the  resolution  carried,  he 
hoped,  it  would  be  considered  by  the  ktijgdom  at 
large,  as  a  sacrifice  for  tlie  present,  to  tlie  personal 
ftelings  of  his  Majesty,  and  to  the  advice  of  Mr 
Grattan  and  other  friends.  It  had  been  stated  by 
the  respectable  mover  of  the  resolution,  that  it 
was  not  his  intention  to  abandon  the  principle,  or 
to  withdraw  the  petition.  Why  then  is  it  to  be 
proposed,  that  tihe  committee  of  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland  should  be  dissolved,  who  by  a  resolution  of 
the  last  meeting,  were  authonzed-  to  sit:  until  the 
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fate  pf  the  Catliolic  petition  thea  pending,  was  ^^^^^ 
decided?  ,Wliy  then,  was  there  no  person  or  bgdy 
authorised  to  call  the  Catholics. together,  when  a 
favourable  oppoi^nity  should  occur?  Why  was 
every  vestige  of  the  Catholics  having  ever  met,  to 
be  so  .sedulously  effaced?  Why  was.  not  a  time 
fixed,,  during,  next  session,  for  presenting  their  pe^ 
tition  to  Parhameat,  with  liberty  to  the  noble  Jord 
to  call  a  mee.tiqg.pf  tlie  Catholics  of  Ireland,  if  a 
necessity  for  further  delay  should  then  exist 
These  were  some  of  the  grounds;  that  induced 
him  to .  thinks  that  tl^e  Catholic  jjetition  was  in- 
tended to  he  completely,  withdrawn,  and  that,  if 
the  proposed  resolutions  were  adopted,  it  would  be 
a  cowardly  .surrender  of  the  Catholic  question^  and 
a  forfeiture  of  character,  honor  and  consistency. 
He  congratulated  the  respectable  mover  of  the  re- 
solution upon  the  public  applauses  bestowed  upcm 
his  transcendent  talents,  and  the  rapid  circulation 
of  the  pamphlet,  which  purported  to  be  a  sketch  of 
his  speech,,  which,  if  he  were  rightly  informed, 
had  been  not  only  attentively  perused  by  the  Royal 
eye,  but  was  considered  as  the  bible  of  the  present 
ministry.  He  concluded  with  moving  the  question 
of  adjournment 

Counsellor  O'Gorman  differed  from  the  respect-  Mr.  O'cor- 
able  person,  who  had   opened   the  debate,    and*"*"' 
brought  tbe  subject  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Committee  to  the  single  question,  whether  ox  not 
the  Catliolic  petition  should  be  abandoned  in  toto  : 
for  that  was  vutu^lly  the  effect  of  Mr.  Keogh's 

VOL.  lu  2  m 


530  The  Reign  of  Oeorge  III. 

^2J|^  motion.  Heliad  two  iMuperaMe  ol^ctMUs  to  die 
motion;  first,  that  it  was  not  at  all  competent 
to  that  meeting,  convened  at  two  dayft  ootioe,  to 
rescind  the  final  decision  of  a  ^riea  of  meetings 
regularly  convened,  and  of  "which  there  waf  full 
and  due  notice  given ;  and  next,  that  if  it  were, 
it  wDuId  be  dishonourable  and  disgraceful  to  re* 
cede  at  that  moment     He  had  be^n  honored  with 
the  confidence  of  the  Commhteei  and  had  suc- 
ceeded in  procuring  a  great  number  of  signatures 
to  a  petition  agreed  to  after  many  meetings,  not  of 
the  Catholics  of  Dublin  alotie,  but  of  all  Ireland, 
after  solemn  deliberation  a^d  debate.  He  therefoie 
protested  against  the  powers  of  that  meeting  to  ac- 
cede to  Mr.  Keogh's  resolution.  How  then;  stood  the 
case  ?  Were  tlrey  not  now  as  well  aware  as  they  then 
were  of  the  obstacles  they  had  to  encounter,  when, 
after  mature  deliljeration,  they  niecided  upon  pres- 
sing their  claims  ?  Were  not  the  Catholic  deputa- 
tion expressly  told  by  the  Ekike  of  Bedford  and 
Mr.  Elliott,  that  pressing  their  claims  ^  that  «jo- 
ment  would  be  nat  only  injurious  to  tlieir  own  in- 
terests, but  to  those  of  tlie  Empire  at  large?  Were 
they  not  told  the  question  would  turn  out  of  power 
those  great  and  good  men  their  friends ;  and  place 
in  power  their  enemies,  and  of  course,   those  of 
the  constitution?   They  were  told  all  those  things, 
and  still  they  decided  upon  going  forward,  and 
they  did   rig;ht;  no  change  pf  time  or  circum- 
stances should  ever  prevent  then^.     The  question 
was  too  mighty  to  depend- upon  this  or  that  admi- 
nistration or  opposition ;  the  Catholics  should  ne- 
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▼»  bfe  tt*  feppttidAgei  of  a  piirtyj  the^  should  iftalce  v^jS^, 
Hotitikiaa  claim  ';■  M  iiia^ritf  ohititc\(i  shoiitd 
evef'rliyress  thtmj  ti^e  StreWgtb,  pcHlfiy  aiid  jiis. 
IJc^  of  th^itcau^  (tipob  vtrbibh  &lon(6  thdy  ithouTd 
tm)  ifom  klWayiMce  it  fcfHyatd:  k  the  liirorst 
df  lififcii  Wheti  theCMhoKc  bid  little  else^  he  pre- 
SSH^  h^  hbnot^  and  Ms  character  uftfaihted  ;  xht 
tblhiHiis  h&s'hmxiiiaA\m,  dtiinmtiaf«ti^  atid  op- 
pfes^  by  ttud  tisk^riiaiters,  aiid  4  blbbdy  itiip'o- 
iitid  penaF  co(fc ;  but  n^vef  bdifore  IlKs  waS  he  rriade 
thd  iB^tlTjmfedt  of  h?s  bWA  degiud^ion ;  niiVei'  at- 
tCfilifited  lo' be  *ifrtMe  the  apjjeoddge  of  a  party. 
To'tho^  h^hU  knd  idxaltect^  characters  in  both 
Hbbijas  df'Patliafhcn^  Who  had  esjwinised  the  Ca- 
tholic cauie,  Uh6e&sitr^  s^nd  et6rilal  gnitrtude  ^as 
liue  i  any  recdfhfh^iidAtidh  of  adVio6  &6ihihg  from 
them  Should  be*  tieiited  witfi  dtftrehcfe  *nd  Res- 
pect j  and,  he^e!,  said  Mi*.  GrG6riri^ii,-  I  itkiiow- 
ledge  I  have  to  encounter  the  strongest,  tit  pro- 
bably the  onl^  strong  p6tnt  niade  ih  thti  Idng 
and  etoqu^ilt  s>^ech  of  Mr.  Keogh.  But  fh« 
minister's  opittiotiS  Weite  ftiviHis\y  artd  «Stineily 
known;  th^ €«<hiilicS ^id  ftd  def<»fei«st  to  those 
bpiftions,  when- thfcy^ete  in  pttWei-,  atod  n©W  that 
they  an?  ouif  of*  p(mtr,  they  ^re  alt  d«f^M?e  and 
respect;  so  they  hevet  let  fhefrftiendi  rest,  liriti! 
they  had  tUrfifetf  tHirii  out  of  crtficd ;  and  n6*ir  thfty 
leave  their  chemies,  theit  successors  in  qwifet  afid 
undistiirbed  possession  of  their  places.  "  Let  as," 
said  he,  "  instfead  of  following  the  advic«  of  tli* 
"  late  ministry,  adopt  their  eicample ;  tlwy  hav« 
**  aiet  lis  a  bright  one ;  they  have  4acrific«d  tfeeif 
•      2m2 


532  .The  Reign  of  George  III. 

(^!^  "  power  and  their  places  to  their  character  and 
"  their  principles ;  tRey  have  done  so  nobly ;  let 
'*  us  in  like  .manner  sacrifice  every  thing  to  our 
^'  honor  and  our  reputation,  and  not  recoil  an 
**  inch.  They, have  been  consistent  in  advising 
"  us,  when  both  in  and  put  of  office,  not  to  press 
^^.our  claims;  we  have  discarded  their  advice, 
.**  while  they  wcfe  in  ppwer,.  let  us  also  respectfully 
_**  decline  their  aflj^ice,  npw  they,  are  out  of  power; 
"  thus  shall  we  both  be  consistent.  -Upon  these 
"  groijjids,  my  Lord,  I  do  humbly  submit,  that 
**  the  .petition  should,  whatever,  be  the  conse- 
"  quence,  go  for\yard ;  y^s, .  though  sure  there 
**  was  not  one  member  in  either  Hous^  to  propose 

V  or  seqpnd  it,  I  wofild  send  it  forward ;  because 
"  any  thing  i%  preferajble  to  the  disgrace  of  reced- 

V  ^ng  at  tliis  moment  f  \  shall  therefore  support 
"jdie  question  of  adjourimient,  proposed  by  Mr. 

'  "  HusseyX  '  "  V-  •.;  '\  •'  .  .  . 
crninseiior  Qouusellor  O'ConueU  Said,  that  his  only  motive 
for  pressing  himself  oti  the  attention  of  the  meet- 
ing was^  to  remove  tlie  misapprehension^  under 
whidihisl^rned  fiiends  seemed  to  labour.  They 
reprobated  tbe.proposi^d  rcisolution,  as  teiltiing  to 
the  abandonment  oi;  suppression  of  the  Catholic 
petition.  .  If  that  were  itB  obj^pt,  no  man  could 
be  more  decided  in  opposition  to  it,  than  he  should 
be.  The  question  was  not,  whether  they  should 
abandoji  or  suppress  the  Catholip  petition;  but 
whether  it  w^ere  expedient  to  present  it  just  at  that 
moment. '  He  doubted/,  if  it  were  now  competent 
to  any  body  of  men  to  vote  its  suppression ;  that 
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certainly  M^as  not  the  intention  of  hfe  Severed  ^^J^ 
friend,  who  made  the  motion,  and  imnch  as  he 
respected  that  gentleman,  sincerely  as  he  admired 
his  integrity  and  his  talents,  he  would  not  consent 
to  sacrifice  the  petition,   even  to  him:    neither 
would  he  consent  to  postpone  it  to  any  remote  pe- 
riod ;  even  had  that  been,  the  advice  of  the  gen- 
tleman, whom  he  would  call  the  venerable  father 
of  the  Catholic  <?ause ;  for  he  was.  the' oldest,  as 
well  as  the  most  \iseful  of  her^hampions ;  he  had 
exhausted  his  youth  in  the  service  of  the  Catho- 
lics, '  and  his  old  age  was  s  till  vigorous  in  the  con- 
stitutional pursuit  of  emancipation-     But  could  it 
be  said,  that  since  the-  petition  had  been  deter- 
mined on,  nothing  had  incurred  to  induce  the  Ca- 
tholics.to  pause  ?  Within  the  short  period,  that  had 
intervened  betweenthe  last  and  present  meeting, 
an  administration,  dignified  in  character,  splendid 
in  talent,  and  eminent  for  its  useful  services  to  the' 
cause  of  faumaniCy,  had  been  hurled  from  power; 
and  in  its  place,  a  ministry  substituted,  destitute 
of  ability,  low  in^piitatioh,  and  remarkable  only 
for  opposition  to  every  liberal  and  patriotic  mea- 
sure*    Such  ministers  stood  in  need  of  factitious 
support ;  and  accordingly,  with  a  resolution,  fran- 
tic as  it  was  fanatic,  tfcey  endeavoured  to  rouse  all 
the  bad  passions  of  the  English  nation,  and  to  give 
vitality  to  British, bigotry  in  their  support.     But 
there  was  another  reason  for  delay,  which  he  was 
'  ccmvin'c.ed  no  Irish  Catholic  could  resist :  it  arose 
from  the  use,  which  the  ministry  had  presumed 
to  make  of  the  Soverei^^s  sacred  name.     It  was 
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if  if  ff^  in  tbiBwy,  rt»atb(Bli»a^ftpy  ^>i;nB99»'ofW» 
VV^ ',  ?iid  4npBt  ^^redly  ^h^  iM«OB|ff>v9iRtiblfi  evtn 
<i^nc^  farnisb^  by  well  JuuMwa  6kPt«»  qo«lhutica 
lljc  »sii^;tifi9,  t^l;  he  -ev^ilam^  aqy  optnion  «i. 
t^c^f^  \o  |p^  C4k^oU<>  sttl^jeotA.  He  ccwid  no*  tde- 
^e  thotie  c4innwi«t<Mt|  ojf  |hp  gop^  «W  King.  The 
^^(Uiolics  had  Alffdcr  his  hienfw^eQt  Anspig^  and 
by  l^ispaffriiAl  ti|terp>o%tt)OR,  b<en  nus«d  ^ron  the 
n^  ^1^^  ^ftv^,  -to  th*  ^J9yinpiit  of  wme  le- 
Ijgipm  W  politV^l  fi^on  ?  Wtven  Ijie.Mtfected, 
t^(  ip9tr«  beqe^tis.  h^^  b(^  eft^errcid  qa  the 
p«»pl(^  of  Ir^4  w  ii?k.rw»  lb»n  djwrifljg  the 
^Jl^bii^  t^lga^  ©f  aU  fonn«r  ^Rttisii  King**  ^^n 
othei:  con^ideratiofi  w:^  lo«t  in  ^is  ceverence  for 
the.falb«r of  hift  pcioi^e.  |iet  H^i;  i^jj^iMiy  t^n haw 
t.hf,  henieftt  CYen  of  i;h?  «h»ae  of  hlst«am0  i,  00- 
wpAtJ^y  a,*  tbfy  ^re»  tfeey  st^^  ¥HKhki  Uw  tlMtdov 
of  hi»  t^o^^e,  ;»?^d  v\  ^|>W(  fc«  t^l  qifeBatifWi, »« 
b^Uftvedtth^  g)^?(4 loyf^^^lci^  Catholioi 
to  e«nge4?  thie  ^csw«W^Fy  sB>»pftvi«i  «f  tbcii?  ^ 
ckijws..  Ail  ^h«|t.  WM  ?i8qt*"«^  tfftft  mwefy,  ttat 
thfj  Cathpiifls  sl^>^ld  p»i^  lor  ikpoment;,  wh'ls* 
the  pisuaj^  oUh^  oi^retd:  i^is  >  fvotpei^ts.  Tlie 
papse  cfiuJid  b^  feiii;  tpQfOpitttiry.  }f  »  fwristiy 
vvet*  to  be  fprj(ped  19  dfs^pf  pwli»i«?nt,  aad  u^ 
cftntemptqf  ^he  people^,  if  thc^  <l«if«  of  evwy 
p%r^  were  tp  bq  «§|eqt!84,  if  ^weiy  thing,  *hat 
b^  fa%a.o);eri^'tl>^  sj^fling  ^.fytvQ^  adnini^ 
ttatiope,  astooiu^t^V^  f^d  t(>p, Qtti|ih|oa3 fofon- 
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p^ymral,  Were  to  be  ofg^f^zed  into  a  iie«^imiti»-t 
tiy,  diefe  would  be  pcodueed  a  rpte  and  curiottBt 
cabin^ ;  but  mpst  meltable  and  Heetiog^  and  stiU; 
iDore  fit  bjr  t^  exoe^s  of  folly  avd  wic^edncs^  to 
opppae  tbemselves  imlividually  and  poUectively  tf>. 
the  admission  oi  lartbful  and  energetic  milliona 
into  the  bosom  of  the  constittttium.    Such  nuws* 
^a  mi^t  well  refuse  the; opportunity { of  infDBif^i 
\n  enataaaed  pwtton  of  vil»itilry  info  thefosce  of. 
ihe.  Eiayiie;     fiat  then*  ill  siarced  rule  tnmt  h6. 
bort ;  and  shall  theiseoien  be:  edaMed  to.  mproach 
truattani  and  his  ilkistcioMa  colleagues  with  the  tosH 
i  thd  o»nfid€a)ce  of  the  Irish  Cathdtcs?  Should 
^y  be^pcnnitted  to  ti^  the  Grmvilies,  the  H6w* 
'  k&f  (he  Sheridans,  and  the  Windfaams,  th^t  their 
Uice  had  not  onfy  been  refiised  by  tfaar  Sove^ 
igo,:  but  that  ife  has  aba  beenmjeictod  with  insult 
rtlie  IritdiptoplB?  It  wa&  impossible^  that  this 
setii^shoukt  justify  the  reproach;  there  would, 
erefiire,  bo  no  division  on  tlie  questio(n>     He  en^ 
atedy  i»conji|n»cl  the  mmtiag,  hy  every  tie  of 
discMtion  aod  pudence,  by  every  feeling  of  gene* 
r0»ity. and  gratitude,:  njE>t  to  give  even  the  semblance 
of  doute  to.  the  heartfelt  confidenee/ which -^y 
now/. reposed  is  the  iate  .administratifon.     Whilst 
they  were  in  oftce^  and  that  the  Canhcdics  remain- 
ed uneotancipated^  it  might  perhaps  be  permitted 
to  entertain  some  jeakniay  respecting  tbsir  inten- 
tions; \i\A  after  they  had  actually  sacrificed  power 
and  fft^^e,  weallh  and  ambition,  to  honest  consist* 
ency.and  strict  princupte^   he  must  be  weak  in 
judgment,  and  wrong  in  heart,  who  could  refuse 
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(807.    them  the  tribute  of  unbounded  admiration.    In 
^"^^"^^"^  that  view,  he  thought  it  would  degrade  the  Catho- 
lics to  divide  on  the  question  ;  it  would  shew,  that 
they  were  destitute  of  those  qualities,  which  pro- 
duce respect ;  h  would  serve  as  more  than  a  pre- 
text for  the  calumnies  of  their  enemies. 
Mr.  Ma-     ^  Mr.  Mdhou  assured*  the  meeting,  that  nothing, 
but  the  strong  conviction  of  his  mind,  that  agree- 
ing to  the  resolution  proposed,  would  be  an  aban- 
donment of  the  petition,  could  make  hffl]|||trouble 
the  meeting.     '*  I   ranember  well>  said  he,  that 
'^gentleman  (Mr.  Keogh)  .has  often  strongly  in- 
*^  sisted,    that  the  Catholics  should  depend  on 
'^  themselves  alone,,  and  I  heartily  concurred  with 
'*  him ;  and  it  is  now  sought  tp  have  them  bjpcome 
*'  the  appendage  of  a  party.     Let  a  specific  time 
*^  be  mentioned  for  presenting  the  petition;  let 
'^  there  be  something  detarminate,  which  wiU  re^ 
^*  tain  the  principle,  and  at  the  same  time  that 
*^  unanimity^  which  is  so  desirable.     (Mr.  Keogh 
^^  declared  he  would  have  no  compromi^.)     I  am 
*'  sorry  for  it,  jreplied  Mr.  Mahon ;  apri  I*  fear  so 
^'  will  this  meeting  be  hereafter.     It  is,  I  confess, 
"  matter  of  astonishment  to  me,  how  coatradic- 
"  tory  the. conduct  of  «ome  gentlemen  is/-    As  to 
tlie  want  of  suppojrt  from  their  if  ieads,  •  who,  it  was 
said,  would  not  bring  in  their  petition,  he  referred 
to .  Lord  Howick'^  speech,  wherein  he  says,  if  call- 
ed on,  lie  would  fed  it  his  duty  ioiay  the  petition 
on  the  table  of  the  House,  and  expcess  his.  opinion 
thereon.  'Neither  lie,  nor  the  gcntieroen,  who  afittd 
With  him,  could,  lyjwever  tlipy  might  approve  of 
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our  g<nng  forwatd,  advise  iis  now  to  it ;  after  hwt  J^^L/ 
ing  when  in  pja'ge^  recommeikded  the  ^contrary. 
The  honor,  thc^^cbaracter^  tlie  >4ionsiBteocy  of  the 
Catholics,  in  his  humble  opiiuon,  required  then  to 
go  forward*  The  right  to  petition,  the  meanest 
subject  in  the  country  could  constitutionally  resort 
to*  He  objected  to  leave  the  management  of  the 
Catholics  to  any  one  individual,  however  respect* 
able  or  dignified. 

Mr,  (lussey  persisted  in  a  wish,  that  some  defi*  y^^^^^^ 
nite  time  should  be  fixed  for  presenting  the  peti* 
tion  •     Lord  Fingal  (from  the  chair)  took  occasion 
to  observe,  that  all,  who  knew  him,  must  feel  how 
near  an  object  it  was  to  bim  to  promote  unaoimaty 
in  the  Catholic  body.     No  person  would  go  fur- 
ther to  attain  that  end ;  or  make  greater  sacrifices 
to  preserve  it     He  had  given  ample  proofs  of  this 
disposition.     In  a  late  instance,  the  Catholics  bad 
preserved  their  unanimity  to  the  injury  of  their 
friends ;  of  those  friends,  he  entertained  that  high 
opinion,  that  to  comply,  with  their  advice,    he 
would  have  sacrificed  the  unanimity  of  the  body ; 
whiph,  he  indeed  considered  the  greatest  compli- 
ment,  it  was  possible  tppay.     He  was  convinced 
of  the  wise  {)olicy  of  attending  to  their  counsel  on 
the  present  occasion ;  (their  brilliaut  exertions  and 
great  sacrifices  indeed,  deserved  that  compliment) 
that,  however  painful  the  effort  would  be  to  him,  ^ 
in  case  the  presmt  meeting  determined  to  persist 
in  an  application  to  parliament  at  this  time,  he 
sbou^  be  under  the  necessity  of  withdrawing  from 
the  situation,  in  >vhich  he  was  then  placed,  ho-. 
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l^^  MMfale  and  gratifying  tohh  Mkigs^  a$  that  «^ 
tuation  was  ever  caoaitieftMl  by  Mm .  Tb^  qaestioft 
of  adjottreaMDt  was  B^;atirerf,  behtgsuppcffted  by 
a  V6fy  small  tntaority. 

The  original  rssoluUM  waa  then  put  and  tar- 
ried. 

Mr.  Keegh.  then  rose  and  Mid,  ^'  My  Lord, 
<'  however  discouraging  and  dreadAiI  onr  prospeet» 
*'  our  duty  calls  upon  us  to  try  every  constitutioih 
*'  al  ifaeans  to  obtain  relief,  before  we  gi|^  our- 
*^  selves  i^  io  absolute  despair.  Tbere  is  a  power 
'^  in  Great  Britain,  pei^aps  not  inlerior  avea  to 
*^  the  esBecutrre:  The  powers  I  allude  to  is  pab- 
'*  lie  opinion.  Let  us  appeal  to  obf  Protestaot 
*'  fellow-subjects  of  Great  Brila)&  and  Ireland, 
**  by  a  fair  and  temperate  exposition  of  our  situa- 
"  tion." 

Mf.  Keogh  then  moved  the  following  rw>lo- 
tions : 

^*^  RESOLVEt),  That  it  is  expedient  at  this  time, 
to  publish  an  address  to  our  feitew-subjects^  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  explanatory  of  the  principles 
and.morives  of  the  Catholics,  and  that  the  same 
be  veleifred  h>  the  Committee  appointed  to  prfparc 
tim  address  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Baifbyd. 

'•  ResoiveI),  That  Lord  Fingal  be  requesti^d 
to  wait  upon  bis  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  and 
to  express  the  gratitude,  wlucU  the  Catholic  body 
feel  for  the  mild  and  dignified  coHdvet  pursned  hf 
his  Grace  during  his  adniinistration  in  R^hnd, 
towards  every  description  of  his  Majesty 'Sssuljscts^ 
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znd  tbdir  deep,  iAmw€2xAntik\gQ^  s^!^ 

Giaoe'a  inteaded  de{Mat«|fe  Smat  this  ^eouB try:  ^ 

^^  RssajuvBs^^That  thd^ipoesent  Cc^mittee  be 
BOW  dissohred.^  > 

Tbecoaduotof  the  Dgto  of  iB^dferd,  thro(Bgb»  letter  <5oii- 

.       duct  of  the 

0itt  titi^  whole  of  hh  governmeBt,  accorded  winiDukeof 
the  furmoipfes,  upon  vjnich^  at  the  ewReat  sorioika4 


a&R  of  M'f.  Eok^  ha  hwi  firigiwdly  accepted:  it- 
H«  was  milti  ahd  beaevolent  lo  alL  Ccrdiaily 
anxioua  fe^  the  wdfare  aisd  isapf^inefis  of  tbepco^ 
pk)  h6  lamefxtec),  that  the  progress  towards  their 
attainineat  had  iu>t  kcf  t  pace  with  his  sympathies 
Of  expectaltoBs.  Hence  the  benevolence  and 
feankness  of  his  dispiJ&ition  TCceiTtd  a  check,  un- 
der a  oonsciousnessof  iatlMre  in  becoBiing  the  sue* 

•  Lprd  FingaH  having  waited  on  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bed-, 
fold,  received  the  fo^owing  answer  : 

•^  The  resolutions,  which  your  Lordship  has  been  pleased  to 
^  ciMivcy  10^  me,  ai  the  sense  of  Uial  great  and  loyal  body,  tha 
"  R^piw  C^tbpli^  of  Ifffiiuid>  t^l^iRs  niy  wacmest  acknim* 
"  l4^4gmen^'  , 

'*  \n  the  discharge  of  the  ajxlqous  trust  coiumlited  to  my 
**  hands  by  his  Majesty,  it  has  been  my  constant  and  earnest 
X  •'  endearonr  Ui  promote  the  interests  anil  prosperity  of  this  part 
'*  «f  the  U»ile4  K^gdom  ;  and  irniow  relinqHtthing  that  trtist  tn 
n  obA^ienoE  to,  tiis  M^f^ty's  c«n||i|s^84,l,Tetire  tQ  ihciiess  %iiMk»9 
*'  c^X^n  of  pviv^a^e  life,  ^tie^red  by  a  conscious  finding,  witluq 
**  me^  that  to  the  best. of  my  imperfect  judgment  and  abilities 
"  I  have  done  my  duty  to  my  Sovereign  and  to  my  country.  ^ 
*f  la.whktflver  station  I  tnay  hereafter  be  placed*  be  assured,  my 
^  Lord^tbat  I  riiaU,  never  cease  to  f^ntertAifi>  the  most  fervent 
^  vi\&\Kt%  for  the  happipet^  of  ev^y  class  and  d^scriptioD  of  mj 
"  "  fellow-subjects  in  this  pant  of  the  British  Eo^pire. 

"  BEDFORD. 

'*  JprU^s^,  1807." 

) 
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]^  ceas&l  iostrqinent  of  the  people's  bliss..  That  ap- 
pearance of  reserve  was  gros^y  mistaken  l^  some 
for  official  hauteur.  It  is.  evident;  that  he  at  length 
became  weary  of  lending  his  name  to  measures  re- 
pugnant to  the  principles,  upon  which  he  had  en- 
tered into  office,  and  he  was  determined  to  give  in 
his  resignation.  In  the  progress  of  the  negociation 
for  bringing  i  Lord  Howick's  Catholic. officer^  bill, 
his  Crace  had  freely  spokea  of  it  to  several  Cat^-^ 
lies;  as  sure  to  be  carried.  He  consider^  him- 
self as  pledged  to  the  Catholic  .body  for.  its  suc- 
cess :  and  he  hoped,  it  would,  be  the  immediate 
fore-runner  of  the  great  and  necessary  measure  of 
their  general  emancipation.  The  intelligence  of 
Lord  Howick's  having  given  .up  that  bill  arrived  at 
the  Castle  by  a  special  express  nearly  forty-eight 
hours  sooner,  than  the  general  information  of  the 
important  circumstance  reached  the  public  by  the 
packet.  Immediately  a  confidential  communica- 
tion of  that  circumstance  was  made  to  the  princi- 
pal Catholics  through  Mr.  Hay,  their  secretary, 
whose  residence,  in  that  moment  of  fearful  in- 
quietude and  uncef  tainty,  was  the  natural  rendez- 
vous of  the*  most  interested  in  the  fate  of  that 
body.  By  that  day's  post  they  wrote  the  alarming 
intelligence  to, their  friends  in  the  country  ;  so  that 
It  was  generally  known  to,  and  it  violently  agitat- 
ed the  principal  Catholic^  throughout  tbenation, 
a  day  oi*  two  before  tlie  public  was  assured  of  the 
fact  by  the  public  papers.  It  was  generally  un- 
derstood, that  his  Grace  deeply  lamented  the 
circumstances,  that  stood  in  the  way  of  an^  Ifgis^ 
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lati ve' relief  being  giv€Jn  to  the  Catholics.  That  ^^^t^ 
the  British  minister,  in  giving  up  that  practical 
measure,  had  given  up  him:  That  after  having 
pledged  himself  for  its  success,  he  was  distressed 
at  looking  at  a 'Catholic  in  the  face,  and  was  de- 
termihed  to  send  in  his  resignation  immediately, 
feeling,  that  he  could  no  longer  remain  at  the  head 
of  the  government  with  dignity  and  effect. 

On  Sunday,  the  l9th  of  April,  1807,  the  Duke  ^^^^i  of 
of  Richmond's  arrival  at  the  Pidgeon  House,  t)ub  ^,,^^ 
lin,  viras  announced  by  the  firing  of  a  Royal  salute 
of  artiHery,  and  the  ringing  of  the  Joy  l>ells  of 
the  city ;  the  troops  of  the  garrison  were  imme- 
xiiately  called  out,  and  the  carriages  of  the  Duke 
of  JBedford,  esqorted  by  a  squadron   of  cavalry, 
were  dispatched-  for  the  conveyance  of  the  new 
Lord  Lieutenant  to  Dublin  Castle,  where  he  ar- 
rived about  eleven  o'clock.     A  Privy  Council  had 
been  previously  summoned  to  meet  at  three  o'clock 
on  that  day.     The  Duke  of  Bedford  arrived  at 
DuUin  Castile  ftom  the  Lodge  in  tW  Phoenix 
Park  soon  after  the  Duke  of  Richmond,   where 
their  Graces  had  a  private  audience ;  after  whicli 
the  Duke  of  Bedford  held  a  levee  in  the  great  pre- 
sence chamber,  where  the  Duke  of -Richmond  was 
introduced  in  form.    The  Duke  of  Bedford  then 
proceeded  in  state  to  the  council    chamber,   the 
Earl  of  An  an  carrying  the  Mace,  and  the  Earl  of 
Harrington  the  Sword  of  State,  and  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  following.    Tlie  Duke  of  Bedford  being 
seated  at  the  head  of  the  council  board,  and  his 
M<»jesty's   commission*  appointing  the    Duke  of 
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woT^  Richmond  Lord  Lteutenfint  of  Ireland,  having 
been  read,  he  was  sworn  ib  accordingly  and  took 
his  place  at  the  head  of  the  cottricil  boird,  ^ 
Drpartura  On  Tuesday  the  2ist>  aftigr  a  levee,  \i^hich  was 
;J'^^>plendidly  attended,  the  Diikfe  and  Duchess  of 
Bedford,  in  separate  carriagesv  proceeded  from  the 
Castle  to  tlie  place  of  embarkMion.  The  streets, 
through  which  they  passed,  were  lined  with  the  mi- 
litary. On  their  Way,  the  populace^  untible  to 
command  their  feelings,  or  to  express  them  in  a 
more  appropriate  manner,  tixik  the  horses  from 
the  carriagt;s,  and  drew  the  viceregal  pait*  to  the 
water-side.  The  Duke  of  Richmond  accompanied 
tUem. 


'^^.^^ 


I 


